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Board Meeting
The board of trustees meets the fourth Tuesday of the month at 
1:00 p.m. in the cooperative boardroom.

Youth 
tour

sponsored By CEC
Attention High School  

Juniors and Seniors

You Could Win an All-Expense-Paid  
Trip to Washington, D.C.

An all-expense-paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., in June will be awarded to two high 
school students. One student from our 
east side service area and one from the 
west side service area will be selected.

Students must meet the following 
requirements to be eligible.
• Be in the 11th or 12th grade when applying.
• Must have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.
• Be an immediate family member of an active 

Columbus Electric Co-op member. 
• Be able to participate in the tour to Washington, 

D.C., June 8-15, 2018.
• Submit the completed application and one 

original letter of recommendation provided by 
school personnel (teacher, counselor or princi-
pal) to Columbus Electric Co-op by 5:00  p.m. on 
Friday, November 3, 2017.

• If selected, the delegate will need to attend a 
personal interview with a parent/guardian at 
the Columbus Electric Co-op office in Deming 
or Animas.

Applications available at the 
Deming or Animas offices  

and the Deming and Animas  
High Schools.

Don’t let poor handling 
and preparation ruin your 
turkey dinner. By fol-
lowing a few, simple tips, 

your family will be healthy and stuffed this 
Thanksgiving season.

Fresh Turkeys 
• Allow 1 pound of turkey per person. 
• Buy turkey only 1 to 2 days before cooking it. 
• Keep turkey stored in the refrigerator until 

ready to cook. Place on a tray or in a pan to 
catch any juices that may leak. 

• Do not buy fresh, pre-stuffed turkeys. If not 
handled properly, any harmful bacteria that 
may be in the stuffing can multiply quickly. 

Frozen Turkeys 
• Allow 1 pound of turkey per person. 
• Keep frozen until ready to thaw and cook. 
• Turkeys can be frozen indefinitely but for best 

quality, cook within 1 year. 

Frozen Pre-Stuffed Turkeys 
If you want a pre-stuffed turkey, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) recom-
mends buying only frozen, pre-stuffed turkeys 

that display the USDA or State mark of inspec-
tion on the packaging. These turkeys are safe 
because they have been processed under con-
trolled conditions. DO NOT THAW before cook-
ing. Cook from the frozen state. Follow package 
directions for proper handling and cooking.

Reminders
• Be sure to remove giblets from turkey cavity 

after thawing and cook them separately.
• Always wash hands, utensils, the sink, and 

anything else that comes in contact with raw 
turkey and its juices with soap and water. 

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Gobble Your Turkey Safely

On the Calendar
November 5: Daylight Saving Time is 
Sunday, November 5. Set your clocks back one 
hour before bedtime on Saturday, November 4.

November 10-11: Veterans Day is Saturday, 
November 11. Columbus Electric sends gratitude 
to all our country’s veterans. In observance 
of Veterans Day, our office is closed Friday, 
November 10.

November 23-24: Our office is closed 
Thursday and Friday, November 23–24,  
in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.

Many utilities including electric cooperatives, have a number 
of outages each year which are caused by people shooting at 
power equipment like line insulators, utility poles, transmis-
sion towers, and transformers. Shooting at power facilities is 
vandalism—a crime punishable by fines and/or jail sentences. 

Shooting at power equipment is also very dangerous. Not 
only can someone be injured by the gunshot, but the resulting 
power outages present risks to electric co-op personnel who 
must repair the damage and to customers who may depend 
on the power for life support equipment.

Please, don’t shoot at the power equipment. It’s illegal, it’s 
senseless and it’s risky.

Don't Shoot at Utility Equipment


