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Board of Trustees
Steve Rendon President Chama District 2
Antonio Manzanares Vice President Canjilon District 4
Gilbert Martinez Secretary Los Ojos District 3
Leroy Martinez Treasurer Canjilon District 4 
Tony Casados, Jr. Trustee Ensenada District 3
Michael Gomez Trustee Lumberton District 1
David M. Martinez Trustee Tierra Amarilla District 3
Thomas G. Rivas Trustee Chama District 2

Board Meeting
The board of trustees meets the fourth Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. 
in the cooperative boardroom.

NORA's 18th Annual Chama Valley 
Open Golf Tournament
On August 19, 2017, NORA Electric Co-op will host the 18th Annual 
Chama Valley Open Golf Tournament. The tournament will take place 
at the picturesque Cattails Golf Course in nearby Alamosa, Colorado. 
There are registration fees per player which includes a full eighteen 
holes of golf, use of a golf cart, player goodie bag, door prizes, and 
lunch. Teams must have four players and it will be scramble format. 
Individuals are also welcome and will be placed with other teams as 
necessary. Deadline for registration is Monday August 14, 2017, by the 
end of the business day.  

The team finishing in first place will be rewarded with the 
traveling team champion trophy to keep for the next year. Second 
and third place teams will each receive a team trophy to keep. The 
last place team will also receive a trophy that they can take home. 
Golfers can also compete in several side contests including prizes for: 
Longest Drive, straightest drive, closest to pin, longest putt, and best 
dressed golfer. 

NORA’s annual golf tournament benefits our 
local youth in the form of academic scholar-
ships, and golf camp for middle and high school 
students. Last year, 30 students from the local 
school district attended the Annual Student Golf 
Camp, and in May, Rayann Mora and Victoria 
Valdez of Escalante High School each received a 
scholarship for $1,000 to the college or university of their choice at 
their graduation ceremony.  

Become a Tournament Sponsor
NORA is also looking for sponsors for the 2017 Annual Golf 
Tournament to help defray the costs of organization and promotional 
expenses. For a $100 sponsorship, your business will receive an 
individual poster placed at the tee box to be viewed by all players, 
coordinators, and those attending the event. 

Please contact Victoria Gonzales at 575-756-2181 to register or 
for more details on the event. The Cattails Golf Club in Alamosa, 
Colorado is located at 6615 North River Road.

Happy Independence Day! 
Have a safe and fun Fourth of July. The 

cooperative will be closed Tuesday, July 4 
and will re-open on Wednesday, July 5.

Safety First on the Fourth
It’s the favorite, flag-
waving holiday that has 
something for everyone—
parades, picnics, games, 
fun, and food!

It’s also the holiday that 
requires a little celebra-
tion common sense from 
kids to grandparents. For example:

• Place your grill away from dry grass, bushes, 
your house, and keep it out of the wind.

• Use extreme caution with fireworks. Make 
sure a knowledgeable person handles the 
fireworks display.

• Generously apply sunscreen when outdoors, 
and reapply every two hours, even on cloudy 
days, and after swimming or sweating.

So celebrate the Fourth of July with safety in 
mind and enjoy all of the festivities.

Journeyman Lineman Michael Montano 
Recognized With Long Rope Safety Award
On May 24, 2017, at the NMRECA’s Annual Meeting in Ruidoso, 
NORA Electric Cooperative’s Executive Vice President and 
General Manager Benjamin Leyba was pleased to present 
NORA’s very own journeyman lineman Michael Montaño with 
the prestigious Long Rope Safety Award. 

Montaño was nominated by NORA’s director of operations, 
John Blea, who had previously earned the award in 2010. The 
Long Rope Safety Award is given annually, and it is used to 
promote a culture of safety leaders among linemen. Each rural 
cooperative in the state is allowed to nominate a potential 
candidate. Seven other nominees from cooperatives around the 
state of New Mexico were also considered for the award.

From l to r: Benjamin Leyba, Michael Gomez, Michael Montaño, 
Tomas Rivas, and Anthony Mercure.

The recipient of the Long Rope Safety Award must exem-
plify the following behaviors and attitudes:

• Safety is a priority which is part of their job.
• Safety rules are necessary.
• Does not take shortcuts.
• Leads by example.
• Makes a good listener.

• Makes a good teacher. 
• Does not succumb to peer pressure.
• Continually looks for safer way to complete tasks.
• Participates regularly in safety meetings.

Michael Montaño began working at NORA in March 
2008, and was recently featured in the April newsletter. 
Congratulations on a job well done!


