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Many utilities including electric cooperatives, have a number of outages each year 
which are caused by people shooting at power equipment like line insulators, 
utility poles, transmission towers, and transformers. Shooting at power facilities is 
vandalism—a crime punishable by fines and/or jail sentences. 

Shooting at power equipment is also very dangerous. Not only can some-
one be injured by the gunshot, but the resulting power outages present risks to 
electric co-op personnel who must repair the damage and to customers who may 
depend on the power for life support equipment.

Please, don’t shoot at the power equipment. It’s illegal, it’s senseless and it’s risky.

Don't Shoot at Utility Equipment

Board of Trustees

Board Meeting
The board of trustees meets the third Friday of the month at 9:00 a.m. at the cooperative.

Bill Bird 
Trustee • NE District

Fred Hansen 
Trustee • NE District

Marty Mills  
Trustee • Central District

Tim Rabon 
Trustee • SW District 

Preston Stone 
Trustee • NW District

Charles Mulcock 
President • SE District

Matt Flotte 
Vice President • Cent. District

Denny Burnett 
Secretary • SE District

Scott Shafer  
Treasurer • NW District

The aromas 
of roast-
ing turkey, 
pumpkin 

pie and red 
chile lingering in your kitchen 

mean only one thing: the oven is 
on, the blender is whirring and the 
dishwasher is working overtime for 
Thanksgiving preparations. As you 
trim your turkey why not trim your 
holiday electric bill too. Following are 
some energy saving tips:
• No need to preheat the oven. The 

turkey will cook for hours anyway.
• Do not open the oven door to peek 

too often because you will lose valu-
able heat.

• Scoot the turkey over and make 
room for pies and casseroles so they 
bake at the same time saving you 
time and energy.

• Turn your electric oven and burn-
ers off near the end of the cooking 
process. The residual heat will finish 
cooking the meal.

• Use pots and pans the same size as 
the stove’s burners for more effi-
cient cooking.

• Remove all refrigerated items that 
are called for in your recipe at once 
so you save energy by opening the 
door less often.

Gobble Your Turkey Safely
Don’t let poor handling and prepa-
ration ruin your turkey dinner. By 
following a few, simple tips, your 
family will be healthy and stuffed this 
Thanksgiving season.
• Buy a fresh turkey only 1 to 2 days 

before cooking it. 
• Keep a fresh turkey stored in the 

refrigerator until ready to cook. 
Place on a tray or in a pan to catch 
any juices that may leak. 

• Do not buy fresh, pre-stuffed tur-
keys. If not handled properly, any 
harmful bacteria that may be in the 
stuffing can multiply quickly. 

• Be sure to remove giblets from 
turkey cavity after thawing and 
cook them separately. 

• Always wash hands, utensils, the 
sink, and anything else that comes 
in contact with raw turkey and its 
juices with soap and water.

• Have a Happy thanksgiving!

Trim the Turkey and Your 
Electric Bill Too

Pay Your Bill at a Kiosk
Otero County Electric offers several avenues for 
members to make payments. One includes the use of 
kiosks. Kiosks allow members to pay bills at a conve-
nient location in their service area. Kiosks accept cash, 
credit/debit cards and checks. You must have your 
account number to make a payment.

Payment kiosks are located at:
• Mescalero: Tribal Store and  

Mescalero Apache Telecom Office
• Capitan: Smokey’s Country Market
• Tularosa: Tularosa Travel Center
• Cloudcroft: OCEC Office

ON THE CALENDAR
November 5: Daylight Saving Time is Sunday, November 5. Set 
your clocks back one hour before bedtime on Saturday, November 4.

November 10-11: Veterans Day is Saturday, November 11. Otero 
County Electric sends gratitude to all our country’s veterans. 

November 23-24: Our office is closed Thursday and Friday, 
November 23–24, in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.


