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2018 – 2019 Board of Directors 

    President – Renee Leuthold           Vice-President- Britt Cole 

Secretary – Linda Amspaugh          Treasurer – Kim Fritsch 
 

Carol Crawford    Mary Lou Fening     Ian Heflin    Rica Heflin 

 Heather Kirkendall    Josh Hodges    Heather Reister    Andrew Spaeth 

 

Executive Director’s Message 
 

Dear Friends and Supporters:  
 

          How can you mend a child’s broken heart?  Put back together a shattered dream of a safe 

place called home?  
 

That is the business we are in at PARACHUTE Butler County CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate). We train 

community volunteers as CASAs appointed to children (age birth -18) who are under the protection of the Butler 

County Juvenile Court because they are innocent victims of physical abuse, neglect, domestic violence and 

abandonment.   
 

A CASA volunteer takes the time to listen, to care, to speak for the child’s best interest. A CASA volunteer gets 

the child needed services to heal from their trauma, works to improve their school performance and help them 

end up in a safe, permanent and loving home. No matter how long it takes. A CASA volunteer makes sure a child 

does not have to face their troubles alone.  
 

                             The children’s stories are heartbreaking, but the rewards are immense… 
    

* A baby born addicted and very fragile - leaving the hospital after 3 months with loving relatives. 
  

* A child severely neglected who struggled with her parent’s death from suicide - now continuing   

  with a counselor, playing music and happily living with her caring grandparent.  
 

* A teen physically abused who moved around to several placements, hurt and lost - now healed   

  from his injuries, settling into school with good grades, on a sports team and finding security  

  being adopted by a nurturing family.   
 

In 2019 we trained 22 new CASA volunteers, had 81 CASA volunteers actively speaking up for 333 children. We 

increased every number from 2018. Helping more children heal and thrive. Moving more children toward 

happy endings. Read more about what we achieved in 2019 in this annual report. 

                                        Will YOU help a child that is hurting? Here’s how – 
 

☺ VOLUNTEER – Become a CASA volunteer.        ☺ DONATE – Support PARACHUTE with a gift. 
  

In 2019 we were extremely grateful to have a generous donor who helped our year end fundraising campaign 

with a matching $25,000 campaign. That’s love and compassion in action. THANKS to our anonymous hero! And 

thanks to everyone who partners with us as a CASA volunteer, Board member volunteer, supporter, or friend!  
  

With gratitude,                        

 

 

Chris Schultz, Executive Director  
 

“We believe all children have the right to grow up in a loving, healthy, and safe environment and 

unfortunately that is not always the case. Our donation was a way for us to be a part of PARACHUTE’s 

mission to speak for the best interests of abused and neglected children.”   

                         Anonymous Donor - 2019 Year-End Fundraising Campaign 

 

 

  



 

 

Be a Child’s Voice 2019  

 

_____________________  

 

 

  
   CHILDREN SERVED 

 333 81 Active 

CASA Volunteers 

Trained 22  
New Advocates 

6,268 hours 

donated serving 

children 

Court Hearings 

Attended 

 373 

98.6% of our 

CASA volunteers 

had regular  

and consistent 

contact with their 

CASA 

child/children. 

 

99% of the children’s 

cases closed to date 

in 2019 ended up in 

a safe, nurturing, and 

permanent home 

due to the advocacy 

of our CASA 

volunteers 

Children with CASAs get 

more help to heal from      

      their trauma.  95% of 

the CASA volunteers’ 
    recommendations for 

therapeutic, medical & 

educational services were 

accepted by the court. 

99% of our CASA 

children in 2019 were 

reported safe from 

harm with no 

recurrence of abuse. 

Since 1988 

2,363 Children Served 

569 CASA Volunteers Trained 

7,072 Court Hearings Attended 

165,348 Volunteer Hours Donated 

Fundraising 
1% Management, 

Volunteer 
Recruitment, 

& General
11.5%

Direct 
Advocacy

87.5%

2019 Expenses $394,319
7/1/2018 - 6/30/2019   

End of the Year Assets $503,563
Change in Net Assets $84,155

In Kind 
Donation 
Services 
(Includes 
value of 
CASAs' 

donation 
service time)

$94,020-
19%

Foundations
14%

HJWL 
4%

Individuals
7%

VOCA/SVAA
40%

United Way
9%

Business, 
Groups & Ohio 

CASA
4%

Events 
3%

2019 Revenues Total $572,493       
(Revenues $466,473 
+ In-Kind $106,020)

7/1/2018 - 6/30/2019



 

 

Thank You to All of Our Donors  
January 1, 2019 – December 31, 2019 

$10,000 and Above $500 - $999 $100 - $249 $100 - $249 

Andrew Jergens Foundation Tom & Debbie Laming  Dr Jennifer Ridge 

Anonymous Donor Match Karen Leuthold  Dr Albert Palatchi 

Butler County United Way Renee & Doug Leuthold  James & Susan Peters 

Charles H Dater Foundation Richard Leuthold  Dennis & Ann Rogers 

Hamilton Junior Women’s League Susan & Jim Lipnickey   Dr Elizabeth Rogers 

Insuring the Children Foundation Judge John & Shirley Moser  Judge Kathleen D Romans 

 Fraternity – Miami University Jack & Joan Nickert  Scott Rosensweig 

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Sandra Pont  Dr Ann Rypstra 

$5,000 -$9,999 Shamrock Shuffle Henry Brands Mark & Kathy Sanders Jr 

Daniel & Susan Pfau Foundation Shandon Congregational Church Gerald & Marion Brockfield Mary Clare Schellenbach 

Michael Kelley Kathy & Jeffrey Swormstedt - FOCS Andrew & Kathy Brossart Paul & Judith Schiller 

Molyneaux Foundation $250 - $499 Fredrick & Mary Jane Brower Joel & Marilyn Schmidt 

Spaulding Foundation Steve & Carol Buckner Kathy & James Carter Michael Schneider 

Joe & Kathy Statt Bill & Ann Coombs Dr. Thomas & Mary Catalanotto David & Carolyn Schul 

SVAA/Ohio Attorney General Dr Charles & Amy Debbane - FOCS John Clemmons Somerville National Bank 

Walmart Community Grant Mike & Cindy Dingeldein - CDA Wilbur & Miriam Cohen Thomas & Susan Stephenson 

 Fiehrer Motors Inc Jack & Carolyn Cook James & Cynthia Stever 

 1st Baptist Church of Middletown Karen & Doug Cook Karen Stormer 

 1st Presbyterian of Middletown Jack & Sandra Cotter Gabrielle Strand 

 GE Foundation John Cumming Richard & Melanie Stupak 

 Laura & Jim Goodman Judge Eva Kessler & Thomas Eberwein Beverly Thomas 

 Hamilton Prof Firefighters Assoc Christopher & Gretchen Eckerle Diana Thompson 

 William & Sandra Hazelton Mary Evans Dr. Robert Thurston  

 Robert & Gloria Hoelle Fairfield Optimist Club Steven & Linda Timmel 

 Daniel Hurr Lisa & Dennis Farthing Cindy Trauthwein 

 Knights of Columbus Rebecca Flick Robert & Becky Weigel 

$2,500 - $4,999 Alice & Richard Laatsch Jane Flueckiger Lancer Weinrich Jr 

Fire & Iron Station #133 Robert & Donna Leslie Aurelia Fraley Kenneth & Joanne Willman 

GM Foundation Mark & Dianna Leuthold Shirley Fugate Tom & Holly Wissing 

Hamilton Com Foundation - YPC Diane & David McClain - FOCS Charles Ganelin Dr. Margaret Ziolkowski 

Middletown Com Foundation John & Marguerite Moul Thomas & Carolyn Gard Up to $99 

Ohio CASA Debbie & Patrick Pawling Saad Ghosn Deborah Alf 

$1,000 - $2,499 Ellen & John Reister - FOCS Beverly & Mark Gorman Amanda United Methodist Women 

Barnes Aerospace Jeffrey & Rebecca Rubenstein Chris & Saul Hacker Jane & Tom Barnes 

Alan & Dorothy Blake - FOCS Carol & Tom Schaber Steve Hessler Dr. Anthony Jane Behler 

Rhonda & Tom Brown Chris Schultz - FOCS Richard & Mary Hileman Karen & Richard Bell 

Butler County Juvenile Court Chris Kilgore Slone Fred Jeffers Dr David & Cecilia Berg 

Butler Rural Community Connection Rudy & Diane Tisdale Susan Johnson Dr Doris Bergen 

John & Kimberly Kirsch Dr. John & Bonnie Tromans - FOCS  Al & Sharon Kaled James Berry 

Kurt Knueven United Heartland Insurance Gail & Ann Kinnett Ricardo & Paula Bethart 

Lebanon Citizens National Bank University/Oxford Brown Backers Chris Lahna & Meredith Schung Brian & Leslie Black 

Lindenwald Kiwanis of Hamilton/Fairfield Shelley Wallpe Carrie & Doug Ledford Murial Blaisdell 

Middletown Com Foundation - Youth Craig & Susan Wilks Jerry & Elizabeth Leshner  

Miller-Valentine Walsh Fund Dr. Glenn & Pearl Willis Cynthia Leslie  

Miriam Knoll Foundation $100 - $249 Liberty Home Association  

Oxford Community Foundation Kathleen Adams Lindenwald United Methodist Men  

Referrals on Purpose WC/L Eric & Marcee Addington Dennis Lodder  

Reynolds & Reynolds Assoc Found Patti & Dick Alderson Michael & Annette Lolli  

United Way of W Cen Connecticut All Points Title & Closing Inc Sarah Mabry  

Walmart Community Grant Amazon Rewards Dr. George & Diane Manitsas  

Lytia Watson Linda Amspaugh Fredrick & Deanna Martin  

Wicked Night Out Charity Ball Marcia & Will Andrew Sheila & Wayne Maxwell Lissa Honchell Bowen 

$500 - $999 Sherry Armstead James McCall Brand-it For Good 

Greg & Beth Bach Roger & Paula Atkin Jr Kimberly Medley Brown-Dawson-Flick Funeral Home 

Elizabeth Demske Bob & Beth Baer Phyllis Mendenhall Carol Browne 

Fairfiled Women Janet & Marlon Bailey Middletown Women Teacher’s Club JoAnn Buschelmann 

Give With Liberty Adrienne Barkley Edward & Joyce Molinsky Ellen Campbell 

Jolynn Hurwitz - FOCS Carl & Jennifer Batliner James & Barbara Morris Daryl & Carol Cheek 

William & Barbara Keck Patricia Baugher Jana Morse Jeff Cole 

Amy King Marc & Lisa Biales Don Mullins Bill & Barbara Copeland 

Kiwanis Club of Oxford Jerry & Kathleen Blattner Marilyn Ott Brad & Barbara Cotterman 

Kroger Rewards Doug & Jane Blazer Oxford Presbyterian Women Savannah Crank 



 

 

Darrtown United Meth Women Judy Gibbons Ann Malcolm Marianne Schmitt 

Dreamweaver Studio Anita & Thomas Guido Fred & Andrea Marcum David Sheehan 

Mark & Debra DeGennaro Hamilpalooza Jim & Sharon Marshall Martina Byrd Slone 

Barbara Diehl Hamilton Presbyterian Church Katie Martin David & Stephany Sloneker 

Thomas & Melissa Dierking Flo Harbin Frances McClure John Sommer 

Kathy Dinan Ron & Carol Harp Jennifer McGillis Richard & Mary Swain 

Ann Dingman & Tracy Tooman Dr Deborah Hauger Charles & Norma McKinley Ginger Tannenbaum 

Anthony & Cynthia Dowrey Dr Clayton & Ethel Hock Rob Middletown Dr Charles & Joan Teckman 

Karin & Richard Drake Chris Homan Pam Miller Denise TenEyck 

Madelon Dritz Valerie Bailey Hummel Dr Michael & Dr Andrea Moorehead United Way of Snohomish County 

Dave & Mary Enochs Richard & Michele Isroff Timothy & Melinda Motley Thomas & Dawn Valentine 

Janet Fatika Donald & Rosemary Rutono Johnson Elizabeth Niederman Nicholas & Frances Weiler 

Joan Fatika Cliff & Phyllis Johnson Larry & Ellen Ochs Sheila Weissborn 

Mary Lou & Jim Fening Janet Jones Larry & Marsha Orcutt Elizabeth Weyda 

Adele Flower David & Amanda Katz Donald & Imogene Orts Kurtis Williams 

Stephen & Dawn Forsstrom Susan Kay Thomas Peace Thomas & Janet Wilson 

Shawn & Donna Gallagher Cynthia Kelley David & Norma Pennock Hope Winovich 

Vincente & Maureen Gallardo Patty Kelley Julie Phelan Larry & Martha Wood 

Andrew & Cecilia Garrison David & Kathy Kozak Chuck & Sandra Ramage William & Susan Wortman 

Elaine Garver Allen Leach Tonya Williams Rasnick Timothy Wourms 

Roger & Nancy Gates Janet Leahy Heather & Eric Reister Martha Wright 

Ryan George Robert & Karen Lurie John & Shirley Rosmarin Harry & Terry Zornow 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thankful for community support! 

In Memory of Gifts: 
 

Tom Alf 

   Deborah Alf 

Donna Brands 

   Henry Brands 

Doris & Louis Shellenbach 

   Mary Clare Schellenbach 

David Wilson 

   Adele Flower 

Edward Demske 

   Elizabeth Demske 

Tom Buschelmann 

   JoAnn Buschelmann 

John Fraley 

   Aurelia Fraley 

Mary Lord, ESQ 

Robert Staubach 

   Judge Kathleen D Romans 

Bob Wright 

   Martha Wright 

Alice Jeffers 

   Fred Jeffers 

Mark Schmidt 

   Marianne Schmidt 

Harriet Stitsinger 

   Robert & Rebecca Weigel 

 

 

In Honor of Gifts: 
 

Hamilton Jr Women’s League 

   Greg & Beth Bach 

Chris Schultz 

   Thomas & Susan Stephenson 

   Dave & Stephany Sloneker  

Linda Amspaugh 

   Tom & Holly Wissing 

   Muriel Blaisdell 

   Cynthia Kelley 

Marianne Schmitt 

   Melinda Motley 

Corey & Sami Harris 

Baby Ellie 

   Chris Schultz 

Amelia Rose Harris 

   Elizabeth Leslie-Leshner 

Our Grandparents 

   Carol & Tom Schaber 

Kathleen Schaefer 

   Vincente & Florence Gallardo 

My Former Students 

   Sandra Pont 

Amy King 

   Middletown Com Foundation 

Mary Lou Fening 

   Rhonda Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCS - Friends of Children Society 

Thank you to our In-Kind donors: 
 

Butler Co. Commissioners     

Butler Co. Juvenile Court 

City of Hamilton – Bottled Water 

Colonial Schools – Hats, gloves, scarves     

CTI Restaurants – Todd & Becky Wilbur 

Duffels for Darlings            

 Fraternity – Miami University 

Knights of Columbus Auxiliary – Gift Cards 

Miami University CPAC – Holiday Gifts 

 Miami University Middletown & Hamilton 

Centers for Social Impact 

  

    
 

 

All gifts, large and small, are genuinely appreciated. We pledge to be fiscally responsible to the stakeholders, transparent in our operations and 

do our best to serve those children so desperately in need. Your donation ensures that a helpless child will have a CASA volunteer, a strong voice 

and hopefully a better future. Thank you for joining us and being a voice for a child. 

 



 

 

      Thankful for community support! 
PARACHUTE: Butler County CASA is honored to have the 

Hamilton Junior Women’s League be one of our 

valuable founding partners and in 2019, HJWL’s signature 

fundraising event raised $25,000 for PARACHUTE. “A 

Roaring Good Time” was a roaring success and a special 

evening of entertainment, food, and giving. Thank you to 

the women of HJWL!  
 

Fire & Iron Motorcycle Station #133 once again hosted an 80 mile “Ride to Stop 

Child Abuse” which took place on June 1, 2019. Motorcycle enthusiasts came from 

near and far to enjoy the beautiful scenery of several townships throughout Butler 

County – making stops for lunch and an afternoon refreshment break. The ride 

concluded at Rick’s Tavern for the always popular after party which included live 

music, great food, split-the-pot, raffles, and silent auction items – raising a total of 

$4,500. Thank you, Fire & Iron #133 for your hard work and detailed planning 

for this annual event. 

 

The Sisters of Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity, Miami University, have loyally supported 

PARACHUTE since our founding in 1989.  each year hosts a variety of fundraisers, large and 

small, to support our mission to serve more abused children. In 2019, these awesome young 

women raised $10,361 for PARACHUTE by hosting a Color Me CASA Run and a cooperative 

fundraiser with the Oxford Chipotle. Thank you sisters of .       

 

 
 

Patty and Linda of Duffels for Darlings have been stopping by the 

PARACHUTE office for nearly 10 years – every time a new group of CASA 

volunteers are assigned a new case, these lovely ladies deliver delightful 

gifts for each and every child – from newborns to teenagers. Since 2010, 

Duffels for Darlings has delivered 735 gifts to our CASA kids. Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Shamrock Shuffle team raised $550 for PARACHUTE and we 

earned “Top 5” team honors for the first time – 55 team members 

in all, including our wonderful Miami University Nursing Students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Referrals on Purpose – West Chester/Liberty awarded PARACHUTE  

a $1,000 check after learning more about our work with abused and 

neglected children. What a wonderful group of community minded  

professionals, thank you! 

 



 

 

Recruit & Screen 
Volunteer Applicant

Volunteer training            
and court 

observations

Volunteer is sworn in 
by Juvenile Court 

Judge

CASA advocates for 
an abused child for a 

minimum of 1 year

THANK YOU 2019 CASA Volunteers!  

 
 

 

   
 
 

 

                                                 Thanks to Judge Kathleen D. Romans (pictured) 
                                              and Judge Ronald Craft for their steadfast support   

            of the PARACHUTE program and the CASA volunteers 
   and their lifesaving work with local children. 
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2019 Spring CASA Volunteer Training 

Over 20 years 
Bonnie Tromans  
15 – 20 years  
Gabrielle Strand 
Ginger Tannenbaum 
10 – 15 years 
Carol Swisshelm 
Jill Berry 
Chris Hacker 
Joe Statt 
Mark Daudistel  
5 – 10 years 
Karen Bell 
Carrie Ledford 
Lisa Farthing 
Brenda Daniels 
Christine Birhanzl 
Diane McClain 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5 – 10 years 
Kelley Dixon 
Cindy Trauthwein 
Jenny Cox 
Brenda Yablonsky 
Dave Gilday 
Up to 5 years  
Karin Drake 
Brenda Wanninger 
Lori Argalas 
Beverly Gorman 
John Green 
Ashley Monk 
Joanne Willman 
Julie Phelan 
Fay Smillie 
Kendra Smith 
Nancy Nix 
 

Susan Johnson  
Jayne Davidson  
Alyssa Moorman    
Cindy Elam 
Mary Compton  
Ann Tirey  
Gina Brown  
Lori Garver 
Kathy Louder  
Vickie Rocheleau  
Cheryl Brunner  
Patty Kelley  
Kim Bryant  
Chris Hudak  
Jane Baker 
Karen Cook 
Bri Combs 
Karen Fuchs 
 

Shanna Studer 
Stephen Forsstrom 
Krystal Burkhardt 
Janet Bailey 
Ernest Riley 
Peter Engelhard, Jr 
Traci Ryder 
Amanda Katz 
Penny Herr 
Bobbi Jo Rod 
Linda Pope 
Shannon Anderson 
Beth Hiltz 
Megan Eastman  
Beverly Blevins  
Diane Neilson  
Carol Schaber  
Connie Girard 
 

2019 Fall CASA 

Volunteer Training 

Lynn Newton 

Barbara Hausfeld 

Hannah Hendricks 

Kelley Moeller 

Cherl Royer 

Loni Bothwell 
Susan Damm 
Charles Ganelin 
Tom Hausfeld 
Larry Ochs 
Jim Peters 
George Stefut 
Gabriela Proffitt 
Timothy Rocheleau 
Renee Williams 
Amy King 
 
 

2019 Winter CASA Volunteer Training 

Hamilton

42%

Other

1%

New Miami

2%
Fairfield

6%

Lakota

4%

Talawanda

3%

Middletown

36%

Madison/Monroe

2%

Edgewood

4%

Children Served 2019 by School District



 

 

We Need Your Help 

    

 

“The kids and I enjoyed and looked forward to their CASA visits. She was both good 

to the children and provided valuable information to me. She will be missed! I 

deeply appreciated the time she spent away from her own family to spend time 

with my grandchildren. Thank you CASA.” 

     Gloria, grandparent of CASA children 

 

   “Deciding to become a CASA Volunteer was a “No Brainer," on the heels of a one-hour Dr. Phil show where he had    

   a segment on CASA. He showed how children were caught in abusive and neglectful home situations and needed a  

   voice, someone to speak for them.  The thought of helping to make a difference in the lives of children, helping   

   them to navigate the “hard hand” they had been dealt, was just for me!  I could   

   advocate for them. 
    

   CASA Training was enlightening, intensive, and lots of fun! We play acted situations,    

   brainstormed on how to handle different scenarios and really had the benefit of  

   excellent experienced instructors. Not only did they instruct us, but they also brought  

   other CASA personnel in to give us practical advice.  It was at this time that I really  

   found out how meaningful and impactful this organization is to the children we serve. 
   

  As a CASA, we support the child in the home, foster care, medically, in the school, and  

  in the court system. At present, I have helped 12 children. Some reunited with “heathy”  

  parents, others went to live in the custody of grandparents, one found a new adoptive  

  family (I went to court & witnessed the process), and my present case is graduating from High School, with plans to  

  join the Armed Forces. These are exciting results and I am sure there is more to come!!!  If you are looking for, “How   

 can I make a difference?” Follow Me! I took the leap!”                 

Brenda, CASA Volunteer since 2012 

 

 

Attend CASA 101 – Each year PARACHUTE hosts “CASA 101” which are 1-hour informational sessions 

committed to sharing PARACHUTE’s mission and to recruit community volunteers to become future 

CASAs.  These events are hosted at the CASA office, local libraries, or community centers throughout 

Butler County.  You will not be asked for a donation.    

Become a CASA Volunteer – Speak up for a child in court.  Court Appointed Special Advocates 

participate in training sessions provided by staff and work directly with local abused children. For more 

details contact PARACHUTE at (513)867-5010 or check out the website www.parachutecasa.org for 

applications and further information.  

Make a Donation – Every donation is so important and assists PARACHUTE in continuing this lifesaving 

work for our community.  It costs $1,750 to train one new CASA and with more trained CASA volunteers, 

we can serve more children.  Join our Friends of Children Society to help PARACHUTE sustain our 

commitment in providing a voice for the abused and neglected children in our community or sign up 

through the PARACHUTE website to become a monthly donor - www.parachutecasa.org.        

PARACHUTE is supported in part by a Victim of Crime Act (VOCA) and/or State Victims 
Assistance Act (SVAA) grant award administered by the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. 

  

http://www.parachutecasa.org/

