
 

 

Sam’s Top 5 Tips for Preg Testing 

With cattle prices so good, getting a live calf on the ground is more important than ever.  Being able to replace 

your older or lesser cows or naturally increase your herd size in a good season is reliant on your pre test 

results.  Your breeders need to produce a live calf and get back in calf every 12 months for you to remain as 

profitable as possible.  

1. Do you Preg Test?  This is one of the most obvious and important indicators of herd fertility.  Whether 

you do it yourself or employ a vet or scanner?  Have you taken an into consideration personal health 

risks, the most obvious, being exposure to Q Fever.  Have you taken into consideration animal health 

risks, do your animals receive vaccinations for Lepto and Pestivirus.  Pregnancy Diagnosis may be 

palpation of the foetus in utero; or scanning by vet or qualified scanner, which can be done as early as 

30 days from the bull coming out.  Foetal aging and sexing can be carried out to determine success of 

AI and ET programs, in addition to which cycles the animals have fallen pregnant in. 

 

2. What to do with the Empty cows or heifers.  First identify them and at weaning cull them.  The 

important aspect of this is that cull cows and heifers are a valuable source of cashflow to breeding 

enterprises.  In some circumstances the empty heifer may be retained and put into an Autumn Joining 

program, remembering that in the New England area we predominantly do Spring Joinings.  At Bald 

Blair these animals are usually very fat and are in good enough condition to sell into the meat trade, 

we do a spring joining only.  What is your PTIC (Preg Tested In Calf) percentage result?  Our goal is to 

reach greater than 85% in our heifers and 92% or greater in our cows. 

 

3. Look at your percentages across your herd and if you have had good results well done to you and your 

team, what a fantastic achievement.  If you have lower than expected results you will need to become 

a bit of detective and consider all the possible explanations for the results.  At this point engage your 

local Vet.  Did the heifers weigh enough at joining (angus heifers greater than 300Kg when exposed to 

a bull), were your cows in forward condition at joining (did you have to supplement due to drought or 

feed deficit at that time of year), did you have a bull breakdown during joining that you did not know 

about.  What is your Cow herd health status like for pestivirus or Leptosporosis, do you vaccinate?  

Has Acabane been through your region or not.  You may need to get your bulls examined by your vet.  

Is there a professionally diagnosed selenium deficiency.  At Bald Blair we routinely vaccinate annually 

our cow herd for pestivirus and Leptosporosis.  In addition we screen each mob on each property by 

blood test (10% of the mob) for the incidents of Pestivirus, to see whether it is in our herd or our 

animals have been exposed by exposure to stray animals or across boundary exposure.  I do not 

advocate the retention of persistently infected animals, we vaccinate.  Our goal is to not have it in our 

herd.  Please discuss this issue with your Vet. 

 

4. Once you and your Vet have diagnosed the problem, or the number of issues that usually occur if 

there has been a failure, then you prepare your herd for the next breeding season.  We recommend 

close consultation with your local vet, and observe your stock as much as you can.  Check everything, 

animal health, nutrition, mineral deficiencies, and set up plans to ensure future success.  In today’s 



market place pregnant animals are worth a lot, and fertility is an essential part of a cow calf herd 

profitability. 

 

5. Continual attention to fertility overtime leads to greater profitability, due to higher Pregnancy rates, 

earlier sexual maturity of heifers so that they are more likely to conceive in tighter joining programs.  

The Bald Blair herd is about to embark on more Industry Research on female fertility.  We look 

forward to seeing and identifying results which will improve fertility more across the nations Southern 

Beef Herd. 

 

I hope these tips have been useful to you and I am more than happy to discuss any of these with you, just give 

me a call on my mobile 0438 792 140 or at home in the evening on 02 6779 2141.  There is a lot that goes into 

successful breeding of cattle, I have just focused on this issue of fertility.  These are my ideas only based on my 

experiences in this region (they will vary on a region by region basis), on this farm over the last few decades.  

Please consult with your local Vet, or the district Vet, or your local Beef Officer. 

 

We will have Commercial Angus Heifers for sale in 2017, dates to be finalised soon. 

 

Fertility is also influenced by bulls. Watch for Days to Calving and Scrotal Size EBV’s.  We will have our Annual 

on Property Bull Sale on Tuesday 1st August 2017.  

 

 

 


