
 

Sam’s Top 5 Tips For Weaning 
Weaning is one of the most enjoyable jobs in the livestock calendar.  I love seeing the new stud and 

commercial angus progeny come through the yards and observe closely the next generation. 

1. We find yard weaning works best with up to 100 heifers or steers in a large yard at a time (ultimately 
that depends on yard size of course).  We provide adlib access to Barley Straw in a feeder and access 
to a product, with a well-balanced pelletised mix of minerals and trace elements, especially 
magnesium and fresh trough water (cleaned out daily). 

2. Work the weaners through the yards twice a day, including through the crush, even though you are 
not treating them.  This is done with and without dogs.  We make sure we spend time with our 
animals. 

3. In terms of husbandry we keep a very close watch on pink eye.  As soon as one animal has it, treat 
with Orbenin and put a patch over the eye; remove the animal if possible to a nearby yard to reduce 
the risk of spreading.  We use a square of denim from old jeans and eye patch glue.  The patch falls 
off eventually, after the eye has healed, or when we process cattle at the end of the week. 

4. We introduce dogs and horses to the cattle on day 3.  This helps to imprint good behaviour of our 
animals while in a mob.  We also start using bikes or buggies at this time to get the animals used to 
them also.  The best part of this job is working the weaners out in a small holding paddock at the end 
of day three.  Walk them around the paddock with your dog and they become very quiet and easy to 
move around. 

5. We process our cattle with our drenching regime on the 5th day, then put them in holding paddocks 
with pasture and hay.  Continue to visit them and work them for the next few days.   

We have found yard weaning essential in pre-conditioning cattle who will end up in feedlots at appropriate 
feedlot entry weights.  Once animals are conditioned to go to a feed bunker at this age, when they do get 
to a feedlot they go straight onto feed.  It is one point in the animal’s life where I believe you can have a 
positive impact on the animal’s behaviour for the rest of its life. 

In addition, the larger mob sizes will mean you are boxing different groups of steers which is helpful in 
reducing immunological naivety of animals and increasing resilience of their immune systems when 
exposed to bugs and stresses that invariably occur when large groups of animals from different groups are 
put togther. 

These are my top 5 tips for weaning.  Please don’t hesitate to give me a call if you would like to discuss any 
of these points, it would be great to have a chat about your weaning. 

Sam White: 0438 792 140 or 02 6779 2141 

samwhite@baldblair.com.au      www.baldblairangus.com.au 
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