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At Versatile Wood Products, we know how complex custom cabinetry design can be, and we are eager to

help guide clients through the decision-making process. Versatile has inventive solutions to address all of your

design challenges. Our experienced team specializes in balancing period-appropriate architectural design with

modern performance standards. Utilizing Versatile’s expertise will ensure

you have maximized utility in custom cabinets that best fit the unique character of your home.

Here are five important tips to consider when choosing cabinetry:

1. MAKE SURE YOUR CABINETS SUIT YOUR HOME

Every house was built with specific style references.
Whether your home is a Mid-Century Modern, Victorian,
Craftsman, Tudor, Ranch, Dutch Colonial, or Queen
Anne, each style has conventions that should not be
ignored. Look at the details from every aspect of the house

and consider how they can relate to your cabinetry. How

2. CONSIDER PROPORTIONS CAREFULLY

As important as the details are, considering the proportions
is even more crucial. You may make eclectic design

choices for the style of cabinetry, but whatever you do,

you must observe the proportions of the house. Each
house adheres to a strict set of proportions which instantly
tell a trained eye when the house was built. Deviating

from these proportions will be immediately apparent to

open are the rooms? Is there crown or base molding? What
does the exterior of the house look like? What style are your
windows and doors? Looking at the overall aesthetic of
your home is important when choosing the best cabinetry

style and finish for your space.

a design professional, and even untrained eyes can sense
that something is off. Don’t put 36” upper cabinets into a
kitchen with a low ceiling just because that’s the standard
size the cabinets come in or butt new cabinets right up
against the wall to cram in extra storage. The experts at
Versatile will ensure that your new cabinetry fits perfectly

into your existing space.
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3. THINK OF CABINETRY AS FURNITURE

In Germany, it’s common practice to take your kitchen

cabinetry and countertops with you when you move into
a new home because they’re seen as furniture. People buy
very high-end, long-lasting cabinetry and counters and
keep them forever, passing them down for generations. At

the turn of the 20th Century, it was very uncommon to

4. OPEN KITCHENS ARE OVERRATED

The enduring trend of open kitchens is much like the over-
used open office plan: they’ve been used for far too long,
and they don’t work for everyone. Many people who cook
actually tend to prefer closed spaces, even if they aren’t
fully aware of it. You don’t want guests to see the mess
you're making, the piled up dishes in the sink, how much
butter you folded into that soup, the spots of tomato

sauce on your kitchen floor, or your reliance on too many
canned ingredients. Even restaurants with open kitchens

often have hidden prep kitchens, and most restaurants

see built-in cabinets or islands in a kitchen. Freestanding
Hoosier-style cabinets and islands with ornate millwork
details and legs were much more common. While modern
American homeowners might prefer built-in cabinets,
choosing high quality cabinets will still improve the overall

beauty and longevity of your home.

don’t have the kitchen visible at all. There is a line between
showmanship and comfort that needs to be observed, and
intelligent cabinetry design will address this. Sacrificing
storage and privacy to have an open kitchen often isn’t
worth it. If you really desire an open feel, consider opting
for open-front cabinetry with an interesting wallpaper or
paint color to make the room feel as if it’s transitioning
seamlessly into the walls, while also giving you a nice room

accent and plenty of storage.

5. MID-RANGE CABINETRY IS A WASTE OF MONEY

Cabinetry is available in different grades from inexpensive
modular stock cabinetry to semi-custom cabinetry

to high-end fully custom cabinetry. IKEA and other
economical pressboard cabinets can be a great choice for
certain projects as they provide a range of options for
configuration and finish while being very budget-friendly.
The step up from that is semi-custom cabinetry. Semi-

custom cabinets are essentially stock cabinets that have the

option of changing certain dimensions and details. Semi-
custom cabinets are made with economy-grade materials,
but require time and budget for a designer to make sure
the details are perfect, and this leads to a big expense for
an end result that is not appreciably different from stock
cabinets. Perhaps stock cabinets are suitable for your
project, or perhaps full-custom cabinets are the way to go,

but don’t mess around with the in-between.

Versatile Wood Products is here to bring your custom cabinetry designs to life. Whether you bring us ideas
or a full set of plans, our skill and experience guarantee you the perfect cabinets for your home.



