
ElizabEth
N e w • J e r s e y

Greater elizabeth Chamber of CommerCe : elizabethChamber.Com

Community & businEss
REsouRCE GuidE





Stay a While
When most think of “tourist destinations”, white sandy beaches or snow covered mountains with idyllic landscape or even major 

metropolis cities are usually what come to mind. But if you take a few turns off the beaten path…you’ll discover something much 

more interesting and refreshingly unique.

Elizabeth, NJ from first glance, doesn’t seem like a common tourist destination. However, Group Tour Readers Choice Awards rec-

ognized Elizabeth as one of Top 5 Emerging Destinations in America back in 2016. More recently in 2018 Successful Meetings (a 

national meeting planner publication), awarded Elizabeth, NJ as one of its TOP 10 Meetings Destinations of the NorthEast. Even 

the New Jersey Travel & Tourism Industry Association is looking to Elizabeth as an ideal model for the future of tourism trends in 

the state. Being awarded two Tourism Excellence Awards, one for digital outreach and the other for its partnerships, Elizabeth really 

sets the precedence as New Jersey’s Newest Destination.

When taking a deeper look at Elizabeth, you’ll discover that it has all of the elements to create a truly unique and memorable travel 

experience. Travel elements vary from diverse cultural dining cuisine, high-end outlet shopping, to authentic American history, 

trending nightlife, and amazing hotels to rest at in between all of the activities! Not to mention, Elizabeth is only 30 minutes outside 

of New York City, so travelers are able to get two destinations for essentially the price of one! How can a traveler beat that offer?

During the course of three years that the Elizabeth tourism initiative has been active, the perspective of the traditional “tourist des-

tination” has evolved. Travelers are now looking for more unique experiences “off the beaten path.” Elizabeth is ideally positioned, 

offering everything they never expected to find.

With a strong focus on rich history and diverse cultures, the Elizabeth Hamilton Tours have caught the attention of both group tour 

travelers, as well as national associations like the Alexander Hamilton Awareness Society, now hosting part of its annual conven-

tion at Elizabeth’s historic sites.

Even Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines has begun to offer Cruise Excursions out of Cape Liberty Cruise Port into Elizabeth, NJ for their 

passengers who are looking to extend their adventure before departing from Newark Liberty International Airport. These Excursions 

bring guests on a journey through history, or on a shopping journey to one of the east coast’s largest indoor outlet centers, SIMON: 

The Mills at Jersey Gardens, where shoppers can find 0% tax on clothes and shoes for all of their high-end favorites. All of these 

amazing outlet prices are exactly one of the many reasons that Elizabeth was voted the 5th best city for holiday shopping in America.

Group tour travelers aren’t the only ones looking to Elizabeth, NJ for refreshingly unique experiences. A new partnership with Avi-

anca Airlines now brings Latin American passengers into Elizabeth for a “home away from home” experience. The cultural cuisine 

and dining experiences, as well as, the trending nightlife offers its visitors the opportunity to experience “traveling the world without 

a passport” making Elizabeth a great alternative destination just outside of New York City.

With all there is to do in Elizabeth – one wouldn’t think of having travelers’ compromise on where they can rest, refresh and revive 

for the next days of their travels. With many of its hotels located less then one mile from Newark Liberty International Airport, it’s 

simple – you can be unpacked by now! Many of Elizabeth hotels offer accommodations that fit any budget, from limited service to 

full service properties, including but not limited to many offerings such as: complimentary shuttle services to and from Newark Lib-

erty International Airport, on-site parking facilities, complimentary wifi and breakfast, state of the art fitness centers, indoor pools, 

quality dining and lounge facilities…and so much more!

Discover what you didn’t know, you didn’t know! Learn more about everything Elizabeth has to offer by visiting the tourism website 

at www.GoElizabethNJ.com. Stay in the Know! Download the FREE goelizabethnj mobile app to have all of the City’s hotels, hot-

test events and attractions at your fingertips.

DeStination Marketing organization
GoElizabethNJ serves as a gateway for tourists, connecting groups with all the accommodations they need to plan a visit to our 

great city, from lodging options to maps and transportation information. We also keep visitors and residents alike informed on up-

coming events like concerts, festivals, and celebrations. Before visiting or while you are in town, be sure to download our FREE 

mobile app to keep the city of Elizabeth easily accessible at your fingertips. GoElizabethNJ is proud to be the new up & coming 

information platform.
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Make everyone happy at 

EMbassy suitEs 

by Hilton 

nEwark airport 

with complimentary 

evening reception, a 

spacious two-room suite 

and free, made-to-order 

breakfast each morning.

95 International Boulevard 
Elizabeth, NJ 07201 

908.558.0752 
newarkairport.embassysuites.com
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SHOP
INVEST • GROW • COMMUNITY

LOCAL

1. Download any QR Code reader 

to your smartphone

2. Scan the code

3. Go directly to the online publication

In print and online! 

E Z

novoprint.com/elizabethnjezbook.html

www.laundrywarehouse.com

3 ElizabEth locations! 

550 Edgar Road 
On Bayway Circle 

908-662-7810

224 Elizabeth avenue 
908-258-3126

205 Elmora avenue 
Corner of Elmora Avenue & Grand Avenue 

908-351-4830
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WelCome
to our Community
Dear	Friends,

The	Greater	Elizabeth	Chamber	of	Commerce	(GECC)	 is	proud	 to	present	 the	Elizabeth,	New	

Jersey,	Community	&	Business	Resource	Guide.	It	will	enable	you	to	read	about	the	city	of	Eliza-

beth and all the exciting things going on in New Jersey’s fourth-largest city.

Our Chamber has grown to be one of the largest Chambers in New Jersey. Our members know 

that we are one of the best places for networking. We work closely with the City of Elizabeth to 

stimulate	economic	development	in	our	City.	Our	relationship	with	our	members	and	with	local,	

county and state government is excellent. We serve as a vibrant voice of the business commu-

nity by promoting and supporting their interests and concerns. Our local businesses know they 

always have “a seat at the table”.

We are very proud of our work with local non-profits and social agencies. It is an honor to be part-

ners with those working tirelessly to improve the quality of life for some of our most underserved 

populations.	Our	partnership	has	resulted	in	securing	much	needed	funding,	supplies	and	support	

for these groups.

Since	our	 founding	 in	1997,	 the	GECC	continues	 to	 impact	our	 city	 in	many	positive	ways.	The	

GECC	continues	to	promote	the	City	as	a	tourism	destination,	through	the	Elizabeth	Destination	

Marketing	Organization	(EDMO),	founded	by	the	Chamber	in	2013.	We	have	created	interest	in	our	

historical heritage which dates back to 1664. Our variety of ethnic restaurants and the scope of 

nightlife attracts visitors from a wide region. Our hotels continue to draw visitors who come from all 

over.	The	world	renowned	mall,	The	Mills	at	Jersey	Gardens	draws	shoppers	from	the	entire	world,	

making it one of the most visited locations in New Jersey. For the latest information on EDMO’s 

activities go to www.goelizabethnj.com

The	city	of	Elizabeth	continues	its	remarkable	renaissance	with	plans	for	new	housing,	increased	

employment	opportunities,	an	expanded	airport	and	seaport,	new	businesses,	world-class	office	

space,	great	new	roadways	as	well	as	a	brand	new	Goethals	bridge.	As	the	Chief	Executive	Officer	

of	the	Chamber,	I	can	truly	say	that	it	is	an	exciting	time	to	do	business	here,	as	well	as	a	remark-

able time to live here.

If	you	are	thinking	of	moving	here	or	doing	business	here,	now	is	the	time.	For	more	information,	we	

invite	you	to	visit	or	call	the	Greater	Elizabeth	Chamber	of	Commerce	at	(908)	355-7600.

Sincerely,

Gordon Haas
Gordon Haas 
CEO/President
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The Greater Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce encourages business-

es and organizations to proactively work together to promote and 

improve	the	business	environment,	build	responsible	partnerships	that	

sustain prosperity and success and create a community that prides it-

self	in	providing	the	best	place	to	work,	live	and	do	business.

Chamber benefits
The Greater Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce provides a means to 

network and advertise. The Chamber provides a “window of opportu-

nity” for every member to benefit through association with reputable 

businesses and organizations. The chamber affords opportunities to 

meet area politicians to stay abreast of local and state issues that 

could impact your business.

•	 Members gain the advantage of:

 » Growth by Networking

 » Opportunity to advertise in the Community & Business Resource Guide

 » Visibility in the community and increased understanding on how to 

better serve the needs of their customers

 » Access to professional development

 » Business credibility and advocacy

•	 Benefits of Membership Include:

 » Online Member Directory

 » Networking

 » Business Socials

 » Weekly e-Blast Newsletter

 » Referrals

 » Influence

 » Seminar/Workshops

 » Membership Identification

•	 Events Include:

 » Free Networking Business-After-Hours

 » Mayor’s State of the City Address

 » Annual	Walk	to	Washington,	D.C.

 » Legislative Breakfast

 » Annual Dinner Cruise

the Chamber
Greater elizabeth Chamber of CommerCe

Join today, it’s the best investment you can make!

Become a GECC  member by filling out the online membership 
application and tell us about your business. We look forward to 
receiving your application and will be in touch shortly to welcome 
and invite you to our next Chamber event.

Fill out the online application here:
elizabethchamber.com/member-application
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GeCC 
sustaininG member 
ProGram
•	 Sustaining	Sponsors/Members	$1,500

•	 Special Pricing in Chamber Magazine – Discount on Full Page 

ad/Editorial

•	 Special recognition on website in the Sustaining Sponsor Section

•	 Name	insertion	on	Chamber	materials,	weekly	eblast	and	Busi-

ness After Hours event fliers

•	 Personal touCh: Every local member who joins receives a visit from 

a	Chamber	representative,	who	will	come	to	learn	about	YOUR	busi-

ness,	your	goals	and	how	the	Chamber	can	help	you.	It	is	our	mission	

to	get	every	member	off	to	the	right	start,	to	insure	that	they	get	the	

maximum benefit of Chamber membership.

•	 Free:	More	than	80%	of	our	events	are	FREE	for	our	members!	Gone	
are the days when every event has a price tag. Every member can 

advertise	in	our	weekly	e-blast	(minimum	7-day	notice	required)	and	

receive	mailing	lists	at	“no	costs”.	In	addition,	members	have	the	op-

portunity to enjoy FREE membership through our Refer 3 program 

incentive:	REFER	3	(and	they	join)	and	receive	a	$250	credit	towards	

membership dues.

•	 Pay-it-ForWard mindset: We are reinventing the model for networking. 

We bring people together who understand that the most effective way 

to form meaningful relationships and collaborative partnerships is by 

HELPING and not just by “selling”.

•	 No	cliques,	no	politics,	no	stuffiness:	We	pride	ourselves	on	having	

the	absolute	BEST	members	because	everyone	is	approachable.	You	

will find an energized atmosphere where our members and guests 

have fun connecting with one another.

•	 Promote your business/organization: Everyone who attends our 

monthly Business-After-Hours event is placed in a drawing for 

the opportunity to publicly promote their business. The spotlight 

shines	on	you!

•	 Chamber	members	are	more	reputable,	customer	friendly	and	dependable.

ready to benefit 
from beinG a member?
Do you want to connect with the businesses in the Greater Elizabeth 

Chamber of Commerce? One of the member benefits is access to other 

members	to	help	network	and	grow	your	business!	Make	the	next	5	min-

utes	the	best	business	decision	you’ll	make	today!	Becoming	a	member	

is	easy	--	You’re	just	a	few	clicks	away!

sustaininG members
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Welcome	to	the	City	of	Elizabeth,	New	Jersey,	a	place	of	destination	where	more	people	than	

ever,	are	choosing	to	call	home.

With	a	population	of	124,969,	Elizabeth	is	New	Jersey’s	fourth	largest	municipality	and	the	Union	

County	Seat.	Our	City	 is	both	an	economic	and	regional	 transportation	hub,	accessible	by	 land,	

sea,	rail	and	air.	We	are	home	to	Terminal	A	of	Newark	Liberty	International	Airport	and	enjoy	a	

unique	proximity	to	major	highways	such	as	the	New	Jersey	Turnpike,	the	Garden	State	Parkway	

and	Routes	1	and	9.	Our	2,463-acre	Port	Elizabeth/Newark	Marine	Terminal	is	one	of	the	largest	

containership ports in the world and home to one of the nation’s leading foreign trade zones.

One of the largest economic transformations has been turning a landfill along the New Jersey Turn-

pike’s Exit 13A into an exciting shopping experience. The Mill at Jersey Gardens -- now a Simon 

Mall	--	celebrated	its	18th	anniversary	in	2017.	The	170-acre	former	brownfield,	dormant	for	nearly	

two	decades,	is	booming	with	more	than	200	stores	and	shops.	The	site	includes	a	20-screen	AMC	

Loews Movie Theater plus restaurants and hotels. This famous Turnpike Exit is also home to the 

nation’s top-performing IKEA store.

Our	 award-winning	 Urban	 Enterprise	 Zone	 program,	 which	 offers	 reduced	 sales	 tax,	 has	

been a catalyst for change within our neighborhoods and business districts. Increasing mar-

ketability	and	solidifying	our	municipality	as	a	premier	place	to	live,	work	and	raise	a	family,	

our exciting initiatives have laid the foreground for attracting new businesses and state-of-

the-art industries to our city.

With	the	support	of	our	growing	population,	merchants	and	visitors,	we	will	continue	to	move	for-

ward,	making	quality	investments	for	a	promising	future.	I	invite	you	to	go	out,	spend	some	time	in	

our city and see everything it has to offer.

Sincerely,

J. Christian Bollwage
J. Christian Bollwage 
Mayor

GreetinGs
from our mayor
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EDC can assist your business in finding quality
employees eager to work, and help you get 

up to $10,000 per employee in state and 
federal tax credits!

Transforming Neighborhoods, Changing Lives
The mission of the Elizabeth Development Company 
is to promote the economic, civic and social welfare of 
the people of Elizabeth; and to improve the economic 
wellbeing of the City of Elizabeth by providing a 
comprehensive program of economic development.

ELIZABETH DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

Transforming Neighborhoods
Changing Lives

Elizabeth Development Company 
205 First Street 

Elizabeth, NY 07206 
908-289-0262 

www.edcnj.org Financing & Loan Programs 
for Business Owners
Business owners in the City of Elizabeth can build 
their profits, rebuild their storefronts, expand 
their facilities, and purchase equipment by taking 
advantage of the many grants and below-market 
rate loan programs available though the EDC and 
its Urban Enterprise Zone Program.

Contact us today to improve your business!

Workforce Development 
& Education Programs
EDC Workforce Development and Education Program 
assists eligible unemployed or under-employed residents 
receive training in a variety of areas including hospitality, 
food service, and construction and building trades through 
our partnership with the local Unions.

We also offer work readiness services 
and job placement.

Urban Enterprise Zone
The benefits to small and micro businesses include:
� Reduced Sales Tax – half the current NJ sales tax
� Tax-Free Purchases on certain items such as capital equipment, 
 facility expansions, upgrades and certain personal property
� Financial Assistance from agencies such as EDC and 
 New Jersey Economic Development Authority
� Energy Sales Tax Exception for 
 qualified manufacturers
�	Subsidized Unemployment Insurance Costs 
 for employees
� Tax Credit Options up to $1,500 for new, 
 full-time, permanent employees hired or 
 up to 8% corporate Business Tax Credit 
 on qualified investments
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Welcome	to	Elizabeth,	New	Jersey,	a	City	with	a	proud	history	

dating	back	to	the	founding	of	our	Country,	and	an	even	more	

exciting future.

With	a	population	of	over	125,000	and	over	35	languages	spoken,	the	

City of Elizabeth is New Jersey’s fourth largest City. As the Union Coun-

ty	Seat,	Elizabeth	contains	most	major	governmental	offices	and	courts	

servicing the County.

Over the past years the City has experienced remarkable revitalization 

and development efforts boasting the area’s most exciting retail and 

entertainment opportunities. Last year more than 15 million people 

visited	The	Mills	at	Jersey	Gardens,	the	largest	mall	on	the	East	Coast.	

Elizabeth is also home to the nation’s top performing IKEA store.

Elizabeth	 is	 a	City	 easily	 accessible	 by	 land,	 sea,	 rail,	 and	 air,	 lo-

cated in one of the largest metropolitan areas in the Nation. It is 

a great American City that many are proud to call home and many 

more love to visit.

The	City	government	of	Elizabeth,	New	Jersey	 is	made	up	of	a	May-

or	 and	 a	City	Council.	The	City’s	Mayor	 J.	 Christian	Bollwage,	 a	 life-

long	resident	of	Elizabeth,	is	currently	serving	his	sixth	term	as	Mayor.	

The Elizabeth City Council is made up of nine members. Three Council 

members are elected at large and six members are elected from each 

of Elizabeth’s six wards.

about 
elizabeth

City Government
mayor
•	 J. Christian Bollwage

CounCil members-at-larGe
•	 Frank Cuesta

•	 Manny	Grova,	Jr.

•	 Patricia Perkins-Auguste

Ward CounCil members
•	 First Ward - Carlos Torres

•	 Second Ward - Nelson Gonzalez

•	 Third Ward - Kevin Kiniery

•	 Fourth Ward - Carlos Cedeño

•	 Fifth	Ward	-	William	Gallman,	Jr.

•	 Sixth Ward - Frank O. Mazza
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anGel G. estrada  
(908)	527-4111	:	aestrada@ucnj.org

freeholders
An elected Board of Chosen Freeholders is the legislative body respon-

sible for the policies and directions of Union County Government. These 

officials hold regular public meetings and supervise several advisory 

boards and committees.

The nine-member board is elected at-large by the Union County voters. Each 

member serves a three-year term. At the first meeting of each year members 

of	the	Freeholder	Board	select	a	Chair	and	Vice-Chair,	assign	liaison	positions	

to advisory boards and commissions and set the rules of order to be followed 

by	the	Board.	The	Board	also	appoints	a	County	Manager,	who	oversees	the	

day-to-day operations of Union County Government.

County Government
County	Government	provides	many	services	for	more	tan	536,400	resi-

dents and 21 municipalities in Union County. Our County operates 36 

parks,	maintains	more	 than	176	miles	of	 roads	and	provides	services	

to senior citizens and individuals in need. County Government also pro-

vides	 Human	 Services	 programs,	 as	 well	 as	 Homeland	 Security	 and	

Public Safety to its residents.

freeholder meetinGs
Freeholder meetings are normally held on Thursdays of each week at 

7:00	p.m.	The	public	is	welcome	to	attend	agenda	setting	meetings,	but	

may not participate or make comment. The public may participate dur-

ing comment portions during regular public meetings.

Meetings are held in the Freeholder’s Meeting Room on the sixth floor of 

County	Administration	Building	10	Elizabethtown	Plaza,	Elizabeth.	The	

County building and meeting room are accessible for the handicapped.

union 
County serGio Granados  

(908)	527-4112	:	sgranados@ucnj.org

bruCe h. berGen  
(908)	527-4110	:	bbergen@ucnj.org

anGela r. Garretson  
(908)	527-4109	:	agarretson@ucnj.org

Christopher hudak  
(908)	527-4111	:	chudak@ucnj.org

alexander mirabella  
(908)	527-4115	:	amirabella@ucnj.org

bette Jane koWalski  
(908)	527-4113	:	bkowalski@ucnj.org

rebeCCa Williams  
(908)	527-4117	:	rebecca.williams@ucnj.org

mohamed s. Jalloh  
(908)	527-4114	:	mjalloh@ucnj.org

Chairman viCe Chairman

ContaCt 
the County
10	Elizabethtown	Plaza 
Elizabeth,	NJ	07207 
(908)	527-4100 
info@ucnj.org 
www.ucnj.org
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On	October	 28,	 1664,	 the	 Indians	 of	 Staten	 Island	 sold	 a	 tract	

of	land	lying	between	the	Raritan	River	and	the	Passaic	River,	

extending	westward	from	Newark	Bay,	 to	John	Bailey,	Daniel	Den-

ton and Luke Watson. It included what is now the city of Elizabeth. 

This new settlement became the first permanent English commu-

nity	in	the	state.	First	known	as	Elizabethtown,	Governor	Sir	Philip	

Carteret made it the first capital of New Jersey for a short period 

of time. Home to influential early Americans such as Aaron Burr 

and	Alexander	Hamilton,	Elizabethtown	was	the	scene	of	many	key	

revolutionary battles and the hub of colonial political activity during 

the	1700s.	 In	 fact,	 three	Elizabeth	residents—Stephen	Crane,	Wil-

liam	Livingston	and	Jonathan	Dayton—made	up	the	majority	of	the	

state’s five delegates to the First Continental Congress in 1775. (Of 

interesting	 note,	 both	 Livingston	 and	 Dayton	 were	 signers	 of	 the	

U.S.	Constitution.)

As	the	town	began	to	flourish,	the	first	railroad	was	welcomed	through	

Elizabeth in 1836. The Elizabeth and Somerville Railroad (later the 

Central	 Railroad	 of	 New	 Jersey)	 was	 established	 in	 1839,	 providing	

regular passenger service and opening the lines of connection needed 

for further growth and development.

industrial revolution
During	 the	 later	part	of	 the	19th	century	and	 into	 the	20th	century,	

Elizabeth was at the forefront of the industrial revolution. Compa-

nies	like	the	Singer	Manufacturing	Company	(sewing	machines)	built	

huge factories here and employed tens of thousands of workers. In-

dustries	 at	 the	 time	 included	 shipbuilding,	 automobile	 plants,	 iron	

works,	breweries,	machinery	manufacturers	and	oil	refining.

In	the	later	part	of	the	20th	century,	the	city	was	able	to	transform	itself	

into even more of a transportation hub with the development of Newark 

Airport,	the	Goethals	Bridge	and	the	New	Jersey	Turnpike.	Its	seaport	

evolved into one of the world’s largest shipping concerns with the devel-

opment	of	containerization.	Meanwhile,	because	of	 its	 location,	Eliza-

beth grew into a major retail destination.

a plaCe Where history lives
Spend a day in Elizabeth and see the history of the U.S. come to life. 

There	 are	 numerous	 historic	markers,	 locations	 and	 buildings,	 which	

are registered with the State and Federal Governments.

history
buildinG on the past
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Historic Midtown and Elizabeth Avenue districts offer a startling array of 

historical	sites,	which	bring	the	Colonial	history	of	the	city	to	life.	Among	

the	most	impressive	is	Boxwood	Hall	(C.1760),	home	of	Elias	Boudinot,	

president	 of	 the	 Continental	 Congress,	 and	 of	 Jonathan	 Dayton,	 the	

youngest	signer	of	the	Constitution.	The	house,	restored	and	decorated	

with	 period	 pieces,	 is	 a	 state	 historic	 site	 and	 open	 for	 free	 tours.	 A	

few	doors	down	the	block	on	East	Jersey	Street	is	the	Bonnell	House,	

Elizabeth’s	oldest	house,	built	in	1682.	Directly	across	the	street	is	the	

Georgian-style	Belcher	Ogden	Mansion	(1680),	residence	of	the	Royal	

Governor	Jonathan	Belcher	(1751).

The First Presbyterian Church on Broad Street was the site of impor-

tant	colonial	activities.	 It	was	 the	site	of	 the	city’s	first	church,	built	 in	

1668,	and	also	 the	site	of	 the	first	Princeton	University.	Adjoining	 the	

church on Broad Street is the magnificent Union County Courthouse 

(1903)	and	then	the	Elizabeth	Public	Library,	built	 in	1912,	a	gift	 from	

Andrew	Carnegie.	 Nearby,	 the	 dark,	 towering	masterpiece	 that	 is	 St.	

John’s	Episcopal	Church	(current	structure)	opened	in	1860.	A	church	

has	stood	at	the	site	since	1706.	Down	Elizabeth	Avenue,	in	the	Union	

Square	area,	stands	the	Minute	Man	Statue	in	tribute	to	another	impor-

tant colonial battle. The Liberty Hall Museum shares a border between 

Elizabeth	and	Union,	across	from	Kean	University.	It	 is	where	genera-

tions	of	the	Livingston	and	Kean	families	lived	for	225	years,until	1995.

elizabeth milestones
•	 The first English speaking community in New Jersey

•	 The first capitol of New Jersey

•	 The first home of Princeton University

•	 The	home	of	New	Jersey’s	first	Colonial	Governor,	Phillip	Carteret

•	 Home to Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr

•	 The home of the first Colonial Assembly and Council Meeting

•	 The home of the first Governor of the State after the Declaration 

of	Independence,	William	Livingston

•	 The site where the first British ship was sunk by Americans after 

the Declaration of Independence

•	 The home of the first President of Congress after the Peace 

Treaty	with	the	English,	Elias	Boudinot

•	 The Singer sewing machine

•	 The first ice cream soda

•	 The first submarine

•	 The first assembly line automobile producer in the state

•	 The	home	of	one	of	the	country’s	great	military	leaders,	Admiral	

William F. “Bull” Halsey

•	 The	 home	 of	 James	P.	Mitchell,	 the	Secretary	 of	 Labor	 under	

President	Eisenhower,	after	whom	our	Board	of	Education	Ad-

ministrative Building is named

•	 The	home	of	the	creator	of	“Tom	Swift”	and	the	“Bobsey	Twins,”	

as well as authors Judy Blume and “Mickey” Spillane

1. Download any QR Code reader 

to your smartphone

2. Scan the code
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Be Part of the NatioNal Network of SeNior CorPS VoluNteerS
GrouP & iNdiVidual VoluNteer oPPortuNitieS

Meet New People • Learn New Skills • Make a Difference in Your Community
Free Supplemental Insurance • Recondition Programs & Individual Volunteer Opportunities

To Join RSVP or For More Information Contact 
RSVP Coordinator • 908-352-8375 • Volunteer@JFSCentralNJ.org 

655 Westfield Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ • JFSCentralNJ.org

p: 908.965.2400 
f: 908.965.2406

www.hacenj.com

688 maple avenue 
elizabeth, nj 07202
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Located	in	one	of	the	largest	metropolitan	areas	in	the	nation,	the	City	of	 Elizabeth	 offers	 a	 convenient	 location,	 remarkable	 revitalization	

and impressive developments. From renowned buildings and a prime 

location to outstanding amenities – including specialty and brand name 

shopping,	 fine	 dining	 and	 state-of-the-art	 entertainment	 venues,	 this	

community has everything you have dreamed of and more.

Accessible	by	land,	sea,	rail	and	air,	this	great	American	city	that	many	

are	proud	to	call	home	and	visit,	has	something	to	offer	everyone.	The	

wonderful	thing	about	living,	visiting	and	working	in	the	City	of	Elizabeth	

is being able to experience the diversity that collectively makes this 

municipality such a great Urban Center. Continue reading about our dif-

ferent neighborhoods below.

ElizabEthport Nowhere has this transformation been as dramatic 

as	in	the	city’s	oldest	neighborhood	-	Elizabethport,	where	the	success-

ful	$90	million	HOPE	VI	housing	development	is	located.

The Port has benefitted from previous developments at Portside Com-

mons,	Harbor	 Front	Villas,	 Broadway	Village	 and	Marina	Village.	The	

Urban Enterprise Zone program has provided walking police to patrol 

the	area,	and	there	is	also	a	library,	community	center	and	a	new	state-

of-the-art splash park.

Perhaps	 the	most	diverse	place	 in	 the	municipality,	Elizabethport	 is	a	

mix	of	old	world	Elizabeth,	new	America	influences	as	well	as	a	mix	of	

colonial-style houses and apartment houses that stretch east of Routes 

1 & 9 to its shores.

Elmora	Bordering	Union	Township,	this	beautiful	oasis	of	greenery	and	well-

kept homes in considered by realtors to be one of the hottest neighborhoods to 

live in all of Union County. The area known as Elmora Hills is a mix of colonials 

on beautiful tree-lined blocks and Lower Elmora is a mix with some two-four 

family	homes,	this	neighborhood	is	served	well	by	Elmora	Avenue,	which	has	

some of the finest stores and boutiques in the city.

A few of the city’s most luxurious high-rise building complexes- affording 

views	of	the	New	York	skyline-	dot	the	edge	of	this	neighborhood	and	

are	convenient	to	the	Midtown	NJ	Transit	Train	Station,	which	is	set	to	

undergo a complete $49 million renovation.

pEtErstown Affectionately known as the “Burg” by its long-time resi-

dents,	 this	 hidden	alcove	 is	 located	 just	 south	 of	Elizabeth	Avenue	and	

maintains	an	Italian	influence	through	its	restaurants,	delis	and	cafes.	Pe-

terstown	has	clean,	quiet	streets	and	has	many	affordable	housing	oppor-

tunities	with	a	“village”	feel.	The	area	contains	the	historic	Union	Square,	

home	to	produce	stands,	meat	markets,	fresh	fish	and	poultry	stores.

homes & livinG
the neiGhborhoods of elizabeth
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The	area	is	also	home	to	the	Peterstown	Community	Center,	which	con-

tains	a	 library	and	has	activities	 for	 seniors,	 adults	and	children.	 It	 is	

located	 off	 the	 banks	 of	 the	 Elizabeth	River,	 with	 a	 stunning	 view	 of	

Elizabeth’s downtown and is a good place to watch the sunset.

Frog hollow A small community of homes just west of the Port and 

south	of	Elizabeth	Avenue,	Frog	Hollow	contains	older	style,	affordable	

homes,	rentals	and	specialty	restaurants	in	an	exciting	community.	The	

statue honoring former Mayor Mack on Elizabeth Avenue is a landmark 

and the area is also located in close proximity to Veteran’s Memorial 

Waterfront Park.

north ElizabEth This community contains many larger one and 

two-family homes that have been rebuilt over the past decade. The 

neighborhood	has	easy	access	to	New	York	and	Newark	via	its	own	NJ	

Transit	Train	Station,	Routes	1	&	9	and	the	NJ	Turnpike.	North	Elizabeth	

also features many well-kept apartment houses and condominium units 

on	and	around	North	Avenue	that	are	home	to	many	professionals,	who	

work	in	New	York	or	surrounding	area.

wEstminstEr Home to the City’s largest residential estates - a mix 

of	Tudors,	Victorians,	ranch	houses,	colonial	split	levels	and	more	-	this	

neighborhood borders Hillside and contains many distinctive properties.

The Elizabeth River runs through Westminster culminating in a dramatic 

splash	 of	 greenery	 and	 rolling	 hills	 off	 of	North	Avenue,	 near	 Liberty	

Hall.	Residents	use	this	area	for	recreation,	whether	it	is	at	Phil	Rizzuto	

Park area or for bird watching by the river.

bayway This neighborhood is located in the western part of the City 

and	borders	the	City	of	Linden.	There	are	unique	cultural	 restaurants,	

bars and stores along Bayway Avenue and a variety of houses of wor-

ship. Bayway is also convenient to the Goethals Bridge that connects 

to Staten Island. Housing styles are older and well-maintained. There 

are many affordable two to four-family housing units and multiple apart-

ments complexes.

KEighry hEad	This	community	is	located	close	to	Midtown,	containing	

affordable	one	and	two-family	homes	as	well	as	apartment	houses,	con-

venient to the Midtown shopping district and transportation.
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elizabeth 
publiC library
The Elizabeth Public Library is a vibrant library system meeting the 

needs	of	Elizabeth	residents,	businesses,	and	students	for	both	tradi-

tional and innovative library services.

The library provides services via the Internet and at its four locations. By accessing the library’s web 

page at www.elizpl.org persons with valid library cards have access to an almost limitless number 

of	books,	articles	and	data.	Our	newest	feature:	72-hour	free	passes	to	the	digital	New	York	Times.

Our	library	website	is	a	portal	to	multiple	resources,	including	contact	information	for	various	depart-

ments;	Board	of	Trustee	policies,	minutes	and	members;	activities	and	programs	for	the	public;	free	

access to fee-based databases like RefUSA and Zinio; and contact details for programming partners 

like	LiteracyNJ	(GED,	ESL	and	Computer	classes)	and	Jewish	Family	Services	(Citizenship	classes).	

And	of	course	there	is	our	library	catalog,	which	provides	access	to	information	on	nearly	three	hun-

dred	thousand	books,	videos,	compact	disks,	and	audiobooks	held	locally,	as	well	as	the	more	than	3	

million items held by our library consortium LMxAC.

With your library card and your PIN you have remote access to most of our propriety databases (there 

are	few	exceptions)	and	you	have	the	ability	to	place	holds	on	our	materials,	as	well	as	on	the	ma-

terials	held	by	29	other	libraries	in	the	Central	Jersey	counties	of	Middlesex,	Monmouth	and	Union.	

Your	card	allows	in-person	borrowing	from	all	LMxAC	libraries,	as	well	as	from	the	150	plus	libraries	

participating	in	Open	Borrowing.	Your	library	card	and	PIN	provide	you	with	24/7	access	to	your	library	

account	so	that	you	can	renew	materials,	place	holds	or	pay	fines	(with	a	credit	card)	at	any	time.

One	of	our	most	recent	projects	has	been	the	digitization	of	the	Elizabeth	Daily	Journal,	made	pos-

sible	by	a	grant	from	the	New	Jersey	Historic	Commission,	a	division	of	the	Department	of	State.	The	

liFe-lonG 
learninG

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Public Library

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Public Library

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Public Library

Photo courtesy of Kean University
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EDJ	had	an	historic	run	of	over	200	years	and,	 in	 its	earliest	 incarna-

tions,	covered	events	in	the	18th	century!	Currently	more	than	120	reels	

of	 the	Elizabeth	Daily	Journal,	covering	 the	years	 from	1872	 to	1914,	

have been digitized and are keyword searchable. See our Local History 

Room for more information on resources available on the City of Eliza-

beth and Union County.

Our lively Children’s Room is the scene of bilingual story times for the 

very	littlest	and	their	caregivers,	as	well	as	stories	and	craft	events	for	

children	up	 to	6th	grade.	Festive	events	 like	Halloween,	Thanksgiving	

and	New	Year’s	are	celebrated	with	magical	and	musical	performances,	

while our Summer Reading Club is an opportunity for school children 

to	maintain	their	academic	achievements	throughout	the	summer,	while	

winning prizes and participating in engaging activities and projects.

The Teen Department on the 3rd floor vibrates with excitement as teens 

and tweens from age 12 through 19 plan and implement programs under 

staff guidance. Check out the annual ‘Zine created each summer by our tal-

ented	teens,	and	sign	up	as	a	volunteer	to	fulfill	high	school	graduation	re-

quirements.	There’s	plenty	of	space	for	quiet	study,	as	well	as	socialization.

Our	Information	Services	and	Adults	Services	department,	staffed	by	our	

dedicated	librarians,	offer	one-on-one	tutorials	on	digital	information,	while	

bringing an abundance of educational and entertaining programming to the 

public	each	year.	From	the	latest	in	digital	gadgets,	to	the	best	print	read-

ing,	whether	fiction,	non-fiction,	graphical,	or	in	magazine	format,	we’ve	got	

adult	readers	covered.	And	we’re	not	forgetting	DVDs,	where	we	offer	the	

latest	in	popular	film	and	TV	shows,	and	streaming	options	through	Hoopla.

In	 the	 fall	 of	 2014	 we	 began	 offering	 Sunday	 hours	 at	 our	 Elmora	

Branch. This has proven a popular option for students catching up on 

homework,	and	adults	browsing	newspapers.	All	of	our	locations	work	

cooperatively to bring programming for families into the community all 

year	long.	There	are	Book	Bingo	evenings,	and	Saturday	matinees,	par-

ties	at	Halloween,	and	exciting	summer	events.	At	Elmora,	a	community	

garden,	funded	in	part	by	a	Union	County	grant,	was	introduced	in	the	

summer	of	2016,	and	there	are	plans	to	expand	the	garden	in	coopera-

tion	with	Groundwork	Elizabeth,	Liberty	Farm	at	Kean	University,	and	

the NJ Department of Environmental Protection.

Throughout	the	year,	catch	us	at	City-wide	events	like	JulyFest,	Back-

to-School	Open	Houses,	and	Backpack	Giveaways.	The	Library	is	here	

to serve the residents and businesses of the City of Elizabeth.

We	are	your	hometown	Library,	and	we	speak	your	language,	whether	

English,	Spanish,	Portuguese	or	Haitian	Creole.

elizabeth publiC sChools
The Elizabeth Public Schools is the 

fourth	 largest	district	 in	New	Jersey,	

serving	a	population	of	over	23,000	stu-

dents. Located at the crossroads of the 

metropolitan	 area,	 the	 district’s	 popula-

tion is diverse and this multiculturalism is reflected in its schools.

We are passionate in our belief that every student deserves an excel-

lent	educational	experience.	To	do	so,	we	are	continually	identifying	re-

sources	to	maximize	the	learning	opportunities	for	adults	and	students,	

and effectively utilize every resource to create and support learning so 

that every student graduates from Elizabeth Public Schools prepared to 

pursue a post-secondary education.

In	2011,	Elizabeth	Public	Schools	adopted	the	Keys	to	Excellence	

2	Strategic	Plan,	presenting	a	plan	that	builds	upon	the	successful	

work	 initiated	 in	the	2005-2010	Keys	to	Excellence	Strategic	Plan.	

Our vision is that the Elizabeth Public Schools will be one of the 

best school districts in the nation. Our mission is to provide excel-

lent educational experiences and services to inspire every one of 

our	students	to	think,	to	learn,	to	achieve,	and	to	care.	Our	strategic	

plan has guided the implementation of bold and courageous pro-

grams and activities designed to provide students the best educa-

tional	experiences,	so	that	every	student	meets	their	full	potential.

Our high schools have the highest graduation requirements of any 

school	in	the	state.	Over	22,000	students	wear	uniforms.	Instituted	com-

prehensive	leadership	learning	communities	through	a	cohort	program,	

that	combines	readings	from	best	practices	in	business	and	education,	

including	Good	 to	 Great,	 Change	 Leadership,	 21	 Irrefutable	 Laws	 of	

Leadership,	and	Education	Nation	Critical	to	the	strategic	plan,	are	the	

district	guiding	principles	of	love,	laser-like	focus	on	teaching	and	learn-
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ing,	and	leadership.	The	EPS	believes	that	creating	a	high	performing	dis-

trict	culture,	based	on	high	expectations	will	lead	to	high	student	achieve-

ment.	Our	belief	system	is	grounded	in	a	belief	that	all	students	can	learn,	

a	passion	for	teaching	in	an	urban	setting,	and	“everything	rises	and	falls	

on leadership.”

While EPS faces the challenges often associated with urban school 

districts,	its	student	growth	has	outpaced	other	districts,	both	suburban	

and	urban.	 In	May	2011,	Elizabeth	High	School	was	nationally	 recog-

nized by The Washington Post as the second most challenging high 

school in New Jersey and ranked in the top ten percent of nationally 

ranked	schools.	18	of	our	28	schools	made	Annual	Yearly	Progress,	a	

29%	growth.	We	are	the	home	of	two	National	Blue	Ribbon	Schools,	a	

NASA	Explorer	School,	and	have	been	selected	 for	strategic	partner-

ships with the Broad Foundation Reform Governance Association and 

Panasonic Foundation. Elizabeth Public Schools is dependent on its 

internal and external networks working in collaboration to ensure high 

student	achievement.	The	internal	team	members	include	the	teachers,	

staff,	and	community	members	that	directly	affect	student	achievement.	

The	external	 team	 includes	 the	community-at-large,	partnerships	with	

non-profit	organizations	and	universities,	faith-based	communities,	and	

state and national education agencies.

early Childhood Classes
The	Elizabeth	Board	of	Education	offers	free,	high	quality,	full	day,	age	

and developmentally appropriate preschool and kindergarten classes to 

all eligible Elizabeth children. 

breakfast and lunCh proGrams
The Elizabeth Public Schools’ Food and Nutrition Services Department 

offers breakfast to all students in our district. The free breakfast program 

has been made available to all our students. 

affirmative aCtion
No student attending the Elizabeth Public Schools shall be denied ac-

cess to or benefit from any educational or vocational program or activ-

ity	solely	on	the	basis	of	race,	creed,	color,	national	origin,	ancestry,	

age,	sex,	affectional	or	sexual	orientation,	gender	 identity	or	expres-

sion,	 marital	 status,	 liability	 for	 service	 in	 the	 Armed	 Forces	 of	 the	

United	 States,	 place	 of	 residence	within	 the	 district,	 socioeconomic	

status,	or	disability.

speCial proGrams
The Elizabeth Public Schools offer a number of programs geared to 

meet the special needs of our students. Programs are available in Bi-

lingual	Education,	English	as	a	Second	Language	Education,	Special	

Education,	Vocational	Education,	and	in	Gifted	and	Talented	Education	

to name just a few. More information on any of these programs is avail-

able through your child’s school.

After-School and summer programs are available. Information about 

these programs are available on the district website.

harassment, intimidation, and bullyinG
The Elizabeth Board of Education shall maintain a working and learning 

environment	 that	 is	 free	 from	all	 forms	of	harassment,	 intimidation,	or	

bullying/cyber	bullying	(EBOE	Policy	Code	5131.1)	on	school	property,	

at	any	school	sponsored	events,	on	a	school	bus	or	other	form	of	trans-

portation,	and	via	electronic	means.	

sChool seCurity
For	the	welfare	of	all	students	and	staff	members,	visitors	to	any	of	our	

school facilities are requested to sign in at the school office or security 

desk and report to the main office. School staff members will issue vis-

itor passes and arrange for teachers to meet with parents/guardians. 

Please be aware that metal detectors are in use in all of our schools 

to	ensure	the	safety	and	well-being	of	our	students,	staff,	and	visitors.

parent teaCher 
assoCiations & orGanizations
Each school in the Elizabeth School District has either a Parent Teacher 

Association	(PTA)	or	a	Parent	Teacher	Organization	(PTO)	that	all	par-

ents are encouraged to join.
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union County ColleGe
Union County College is a public com-

prehensive community college that 

offers high quality and affordable high-

er education to the residents of Union 

County. It is the first of New Jersey’s 19 

community	colleges,	serving	both	career-minded	and	transfer-oriented	

students	since	1933.	The	College	enrolls	20,000	credit,	noncredit	and	

continuing education students and is accredited by the Middle States 

Commission on Higher Education.

The	College	 has	 campuses	 in	Cranford,	Elizabeth,	Plainfield,	 and	 an	

academic presence in Scotch Plains and Rahway. The College strives 

to	promote,	in	students,	a	sense	of	responsibility	for	their	own	develop-

ment and an understanding of their obligations as members of a demo-

cratic	society.	The	College	fosters,	in	students,	the	desire	to	learn,	the	

ability	 to	 think	clearly	and	express	 themselves	effectively,	 the	habit	of	

analytical	and	reflective	thought,	and	an	awareness	of	themselves,	their	

heritage,	other	cultures,	and	their	environment.	Dr.	Margaret	M.	McMe-

namin is the College’s 8th president.

Union	offers	more	than	60	programs	of	study	and	many	lead	to	the	As-

sociate in Arts and Associate in Science degrees. Students who satis-

factorily complete these two-year programs may transfer to four-year 

institutions for their junior and senior years.

In	addition,	Union	County	College	confers	the	Associate	in	Science	de-

gree to the graduates of the Trinitas School of Nursing in Elizabeth. 

The	Elizabeth	campus	also	houses	 the	 Institute	 for	 Intensive	English,	

providing English instruction for those who want to learn English as a 

second language.

The Elizabeth campus is located in the heart of New Jersey’s fourth 

largest city and is comprised of the Sidney F. Lessner and Elizabeth I. 

Kellogg	Buildings.	More	than	40	percent	of	the	College’s	students	take	

at least one class on the Elizabeth campus.

The	Kellogg	Building	opened	in	2009	and	is	home	to	a	state-of-the-art	

information	commons	and	library,	 the	bookstore,	cafeteria,	 the	Career	

Services	Center,	and	the	Trinitas	School	of	Nursing.

The Lessner Building has been undergoing an extensive remodel to its 

first	and	lower	levels	since	the	fall	of	2016.	The	first	floor	will	be	home	

to	a	new	One-Stop	Student	Services	Center	that	will	include	advising,	

testing,	registration,	financial	aid,	and	student	accounts.	The	Center	will	

also include an Informational Commons with an open-space concept 

that will provide extensive computer access and architectural elements 

to promote student engagement while creating a campus gateway for 

function and appearance.

Through	 the	College’s	 Industry-Business	 Institute,	professional	devel-

opment training programs are designed and implemented for employ-

ers. The Department of Continuing Education provides professional de-

velopment and personal enrichment opportunities for individuals who 

live or work in Union County. The Center for Economic and Workforce 

Development	(CEWD),	housed	in	the	Lessner	Building,	provides	train-

ing and support services to help the unemployed and the underem-

ployed to be better positioned to enter and compete in today’s workforce 

as well as develop lifelong learning skills.

The	 College	 offers	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 activities	 for	 students,	 including	

more	than	30	clubs	and	organizations,	14	National	Junior	College	Ath-

letic	 Association	 sports	 teams,	 and	 honors	 societies,	 including	 Phi	

Theta	Kappa,	the	international	honor	society	for	two-year	colleges	and	

universities. Union also offers free peer-to-peer tutoring through its Aca-

demic Learning Centers.

Union County College has an unparalleled commitment to strategic 

planning,	to	student	success,	and	to	diversity.	At	Union,	students	are	

number one.

Photo courtesy of Union County College

Photo courtesy of Union County College
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kean 
university
Founded in 1855 as a teachers college 

in	 Newark,	 Kean	 University	 is	 now	

a	 comprehensive,	 global	 institution	 of	 higher	 education,	with	 its	main	

campus	 in	Union	Township,	Hillside	and	Elizabeth,	New	Jersey.	Serv-

ing	a	richly	diverse	enrollment	of	more	than	16,000	undergraduate	and	

graduate	students,	Kean’s	mission	 is	 to	provide	an	affordable,	acces-

sible and world-class education.

The University continues its legacy as a top producer of teachers in 

New Jersey and is a growing educational hub in the fields of health 

care and technology. It has five undergraduate colleges – the College of 

Business	and	Public	Management,	 the	College	of	Education,	 the	Col-

lege	 of	 Liberal	 Arts,	 the	 College	 of	 Natural,	 Applied	 and	 Health	 Sci-

ences,	and	Michael	Graves	College	–	which	offer	more	than	50	under-

graduate degrees over a full range of academic subjects. Nathan Weiss 

Graduate College offers six doctoral degree programs and more than 

60	options	for	graduate	study	leading	to	master’s	degrees,	professional	

diplomas or certifications.

Kean University is the only public university in the U.S. to have a campus in 

China.	Wenzhou-Kean	University,	a	partnership	with	Wenzhou	University,	

is	an	English-speaking	campus	for	Chinese,	Kean	USA	and	international	

students	located	on	a	500-acre	campus	in	the	foothills	of	Wenzhou,	China.

The University is also a higher education innovator within the State of 

New	Jersey.	Kean	Ocean	in	Toms	River,	a	partnership	with	Ocean	County	

College,	offers	a	Kean	University	degree	on	a	community	college	cam-

pus.	In	the	Morris	County	Highlands,	Kean	is	developing	a	new	campus	

to serve as an outdoor living laboratory for field-based scientific study.

Kean’s	New	Jersey	Center	for	Science,	Technology	and	Mathematics,	in	

the	state-of-the-art	STEM	Building,	offers	 the	University’s	honors	pro-

gram	 in	 the	sciences.	Historic	Liberty	Hall	Museum,	built	 in	1772	and	

the home of New Jersey’s first elected governor and signer of the U.S. 

Constitution,	William	Livingston,	serves	as	a	venue	for	classes,	lectures	

and special presentations in a wide variety of disciplines.

In	2016,	Kean	University	created	the	Michael	Graves	Institute	of	Archi-

tecture and Design at Kean University in Princeton after acquiring The 

Warehouse and two other properties from the estate of internationally 

renowned architect and designer Michael Graves. He is the namesake 

of	Kean’s	Michael	Graves	College,	which	houses	the	School	of	Public	

Architecture and the Robert Busch School of Design. The Institute is an 

education center for students.

The University’s state-of-the-art North Avenue Academic Building is 

the newest addition to the main campus. The modern educational 

and research facility houses the University’s health and computer 

sciences	programs,	including	the	School	of	Physical	Therapy.	Its	ar-

chitectural	 design	complement	 the	Green	Lane	Academic	Building,	

which	opened	in	2014.

Kean is ranked in the top three for best dormitories in New Jersey. The 

University	 is	 building	 a	 new	 six-story,	 385-bed	 residence	 hall	 in	 the	

center	of	the	Union	campus.	When	completed,	Kean’s	seven	residence	

halls	 will	 accommodate	more	 than	 2,000	 students	 in	 apartment-style	

suites and traditional dormitories.

Kean’s Human Rights Institute holds an annual conference and offers 

a broad range of programs to raise awareness of human rights viola-

tions	worldwide	and	 inspire	action	among	students,	 teachers	and	 the	

general public.

At	five	theatres	on	campus,	Kean	Stage	contributes	to	 the	 intellectual	

life	of	the	community	with	programs,	plays	and	concerts	that	reflect	the	

ethnic and cultural diversity of central and northern New Jersey. Five 

galleries on the main campus conduct an eclectic exhibition program 

that often integrates the visual arts with academic programs.

Kean’s	more	 than	130	academic,	professional	 interest	and	philanthropic	

student groups add to the vibrant campus life. The University fields 14 Divi-

sion	III	men’s	and	women’s	athletic	teams	and	has	eight	sports	facilities,	

including Harwood Arena and Kean Alumni Stadium. Students also par-

ticipate in a full schedule of intramural and recreational athletic activities.

Dawood	Farahi,	Ph.D.,	became	Kean	University’s	president	on	July	1,	2003.

Photo courtesy of Kean University

Photo courtesy of Kean University
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tourism
F rom	the	shores	of	the	port	to	the	beautiful	greenery	of	Elmora,	there	are	 plenty	 of	 exciting	 things	 to	 do	 in	 Elizabeth—one	 of	 America’s	

most ethnically diverse and exciting cities.

midtoWn and more
Now it is time to explore more of Elizabeth’s history and sample the 

diversity that makes this city so great. Wander up to historic Midtown 

Elizabeth,	where	you	can	enjoy	more	than	a	dozen	historical	sites	and	

markers,	which	recount	the	days	leading	up	to	the	founding	of	the	U.S.	

You	 can	also	 stop	and	 shop,	 have	a	quick	bite	 to	 eat	 in	 the	Midtown	

shopping district or explore the history in this area with a walking tour.

Start your walking tour at the historic Elizabeth Public Library and check 

out an ongoing exhibit there. This elegant building was a gift from An-

drew Carnegie in the early part of the past century. Make your way past 

the grand Union County Courthouse and take some time to admire the 

historic monuments and fine architecture.

Follow	 the	 road	along	Broad	Street	 to	 the	First	Presbyterian	Church,	

which was also an important battleground during the Revolutionary 

War,	 and	 check	 out	 its	 fascinating	 cemetery.	 Going	 north	 on	 Broad	

Street,	 you	will	 find	St.	 John’s	Episcopal	Church,	 a	 brooding	master-

piece.	The	 church	 has	 a	 beautiful	 interior	with	 elegant	 stained	 glass,	

fabulous woodwork and another fascinating cemetery.

Located further north on Broad Street is the historic Art Deco Hersh 

Tower,	built	during	the	height	of	the	depression	as	the	tallest	building	in	

Union County. Across the street is the old “United County” bank building 

built	in	the	early	1900s—an	example	of	that	time	period’s	style	of	bank.

Just	up	West	Grand	Street	is	the	city’s	main	NJ	Transit	train	station,	with	

its	Plaza,	a	focal	point	of	outdoor	events.	The	city’s	9/11	Monument	is	

located here.

Back	on	East	 Jersey	Street,	 there	 is	 the	historic	Ritz	Theatre,	an	Art	

Deco	masterpiece.	With	2,772	seats,	the	theatre	is	one	of	the	largest—

and	 oldest—operating	 theatres	 in	 the	 state	 dating	 back	 to	 1926.	The	

Ritz has been magnificently restored.

Further	down	East	Jersey	Street	is	historic	Boxwood	Hall,	the	home	of	

Elias	Boudinot,	President	of	 the	Continental	Congress,	and	Jonathan	

Dayton,	the	youngest	signer	of	the	Constitution.	Across	the	street	is	a	

rare	treasure—the	last	remaining	original	Royal	Governor’s	mansion	in	

the	U.S.,	the	Belcher	Ogden	Mansion,	the	residence	of	Royal	Governor	

Jonathan Belcher.

The Bonnell House is also nearby. The residence stands as Elizabeth’s 

oldest	building,	as	well	as	one	of	the	oldest	in	the	state.	The	17th	Cen-

tury	house	was	home	to	owner/builder	Nathaniel	Bonnell,	who	arrived	

in Elizabeth around the time of its establishment.

Elizabeth	is	a	city	of	many	statues	and	monuments	as	well,	some-

thing	that	will	become	apparent	as	you	make	your	way	through	it—

some of the finest examples are in Midtown and the Elizabeth Av-

enue corridor.

Just	off	East	Jersey	Street	 is	Winfield	Scott	Park,	named	after	an	 im-

portant	military	figure.	In	this	park,	you	will	find	a	huge	Veterans’	monu-

ment,	as	well	as	monuments	to	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.,	the	crew	of	the	

Challenger and the extraordinarily impressive Vietnam Memorial.

Proceed south to Elizabeth Avenue and you begin to get a sense of the 

kaleidoscope of ethnicities that is Elizabeth today.

Elizabeth Avenue is known as “The Market” because anything you could 

ever want is located on these blocks. Also an important portal during the 

Revolutionary	War,	history	buffs	can	find	a	marker	and	statue	of	a	Min-

uteman	at	historic	Union	Square,	where	a	key	battle	was	fought.
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shoppinG
Elizabeth is the state of New Jersey’s largest Urban Enterprise Zone 

(UEZ),	a	 very	 important	 fact	 to	 shoppers.	Participating	stores	are	eli-

gible to charge a sales tax rate that is half the normal sales tax through-

out the rest of New Jersey. Another important sales tax fact is that in 

New	Jersey	there	 is	no	sales	tax	on	clothing.	Armed	with	 these	facts,	

you now will understand why Elizabeth has such a wealth of retail op-

portunity for shoppers.

You	can	start	your	day	with	a	stop	in	the	eastern	end	of	the	city	at	IKEA,	

the Swedish chain’s best-selling furniture store in Northern America. In 

between	shopping	for	furniture,	you	can	also	enjoy	a	taste	of	Swedish	

foods and great cinnamon buns in their cafeteria.

From	 IKEA,	 you	 can	 stop	 and	 admire	 the	 sweeping	 views	 of	 one	 of	

America’s	most	well	known	roadways,	the	New	Jersey	Turnpike,	and	the	

spectacular view of Newark-Elizabeth Airport. Approximately 32 million 

passengers come through the airport every year.

Drive across from IKEA to the newly renovated SIMON: The Mills at 

Jersey	Gardens	Mall,	 the	state’s	 largest	 indoor	outlet	mall,	and	enjoy	

a wide selection of shopping opportunities. New stores include Kate 

Spade,	Michael	Kors,	Lululemon,	Sephora,	Hugo	Boss,	Coach	Factory	

Store,	 Disney	 Store	 Outlet,	 and	Watch	 Station	 International.	You	 will	

revel in the bargains you will find in the mall’s stores. More than 22 

million	people	visited	the	mall	 last	year,	including	a	large	international	

contingent due to its proximity to the airport. This figure is continuously 

on the rise.

Once	 you	 have	 tired	 of	 the	 dizzying	 shopping	 opportunities,	 you	 can	

stop for a movie and some popcorn and ice cream in the AMC Movie 

Theatre,	which	has	20	screens	and	an	 IMAX	 theater,	also	 the	state’s	

largest. The theatre is designed in the same vein as an old-fashioned 

movie palace.

From	 the	 eastern	 side	 of	 the	mall,	 you	will	 enjoy	 wonderful	 views	 of	

the	Bayonne	Bridge	and	 the	Newark/Elizabeth	Seaport,	which	 is	 one	

of the nation’s largest import/export facilities. If you look south from the 

mall	parking	lot,	you	can	also	see	the	massive	red	brick	Singer	Sewing	

Building,	which	for	years	employed	tens	of	thousands	of	people,	fueling	

Elizabeth’s inner-city economy. Further inland is historic St. Patrick’s 

Church—with	its	majestic	soaring	twin	spires.	The	park	adjacent	to	St.	

Patrick’s	has	many	wonderful	 statues,	 including	one	of	Cuban	Patriot	

Jose Marti and one of a former Monsignor of the Church.

lodGinG
With	its	proximity	to	Newark	Liberty	Airport,	Elizabeth	is	home	to	New	

Jersey’s	finest	hotels.	Don’t	compromise	on	class,	stay	at	any	of	Eliza-

beth’s nine hotel properties ranging from economy to upscale to luxury 

tiers. Be in the center of all of the excitement that Elizabeth has to of-

fer!	With	many	of	our	hotels	less	than	one	mile	from	the	Newark	Liberty	

International	Airport,	 it’s	simple...you	can	be	unpacked	by	now!	Many	

of our hotels offer complimentary shuttle services to and from Newark 

Liberty	 International	 Airport,	 on	 site	 parking	 facilities,	 complimentary	

wifi	and	breakfast,	state	of	the	art	fitness	centers,	indoor	pools,	quality	

dining and lounge facilities.

dininG
Did you ever dream you would be eating Colombian pastries for break-

fast,	an	Asian	noodle	dish	for	lunch	and	Southern	comfort	food	for	din-

ner	-	all	in	the	same	day?	Well,	we	bet	you	would	never	imagine	you’d	

be	doing	it	in	Elizabeth!	Our	local	culture	represents	more	than	50	coun-

tries,	 so	naturally,	 that’s	 reflected	 in	our	 local	 cuisine.	Whether	you’re	

looking	for	a	quick	bite	to	fuel	your	day	or	you	fancy	a	formal,	sit-down	

dinner,	you’re	sure	to	find	a	place	that	will	delight	your	taste	buds	and	

have	you	coming	back	for	seconds!

festivals and speCial events
The	city’s	ethnic	diversity	is	reflected	in	its	special	ethnic	days,	festivals	

and	parades.	The	Elizabeth	Latin	Carnival	 is	held	 in	early	September,	

drawing	crowds	in	excess	of	250,000	people,	as	does	the	Elizabeth	Lat-

in	Waterfront	Festival,	which	is	held	in	the	spring.	Colombians,	Cubans,	

Haitians,	Dominicans	and	Portuguese	show	their	pride	and	culture	with	

festivals and parades throughout the year. The Mayor’s Office and the 

Elizabeth	Public	Library	celebrate	various	flag	raisings	for	Colombians,	

Peruvians,	 Italians,	Polish,	 Irish	and	more.	Elizabethport	Day,	Julyfest	

and Unity Day are special festival days. African-American History and 

Hispanic Heritage Months are also widely celebrated at many of the 

city’s	institutions.	The	city	introduced	the	Tour	De	Elizabeth,	an	annual	

bike	 tour	of	 the	entire	city,	 in	2003.	Since	 its	 inception,	 the	event	has	

grown	 from	100	 riders	 to	 over	 1,000	 riders.	Held	 the	 third	Sunday	 in	

May,	this	is	an	event	not	to	be	missed.
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elizabeth parks 
& reCreation
reCreation Centers
Each of the recreation centers offers a unique combination of pro-

grams and amenities. Each Center also hosts the Summer Day 

Camp Program.

elmora raCquet Club

22 fernwood terrace

This Center includes a children’s playground as well as an all-weather 

tennis	court,	available	for	use	by	all	City	of	Elizabeth	residents.	

In	addition,	there	is	a	dance	studio	and	classes	including	Ballet,	

Flamenco	and	Tap,	offered	at	this	site.	Classes	are	offered	for	both	

boys	and	girls	between	the	ages	of	5	and	17,	beginning	in	October	

until	Spring.	They	are	held	Monday	through	Friday,	between	5:00	

p.m.	to	9:30	p.m.	Monday	through	Friday.	To	register	or	for	more	

information,	please	call	(908)	820-4220.

stayinG 
aCtive

summer reCreation
supervised play loCations
•	  brophy FiEld  : 268 Third Street

•	  CartErEt parK  : 599 Vine Street

•	  CharlEs harris playground  : 118-124 Magnolia Avenue

•	  CoaKlEy CirClE playground 	:	1001-1029	Van	Buren	Avenue

•	  Florida strEEt playground 	:	200	Florida	Street

•	  grEEn aCrEs  : 169 Bellevue Street

•	  griEr parK  : New Point Road & South Park

•	  holland playground & sKatE parK  : 

940	Praise	the	Lord	Plaza

•	  JEFFErson parK  : 441-487 Jefferson Avenue

•	  KEllogg parK  : Fanny Street & Madison Avenue

•	  KEnah FiEld  : 1149 Fanny Street

•	  KopniCKi parK  : 128 Fulton Street

•	  lynCh mEmorial  : 1151 Fairmount Avenue

•	  masniCKi parK  : 328 East Jersey Street

•	  millEr playground  : 715-733 South Park Street

•	  o’briEn FiEld  : 641-657 Third Avenue

•	  sixth strEEt playground  : 552 Fulton Street

•	  Van arsdalE 	:	405	New	York	Avenue

•	  wilson parK 	:	1001-1063	Sherman	Avenue

summer day Camp loCations
•	  Elmora raCquEt Club  : 22 Fernwood Terrace

•	  miCKEy walKEr CEntEr 	:	860	Anna	Street

•	  millEr EVans-logan CEntEr  : 163 First Street

•	  FrEd ErxlEbEn CEntEr  :513-515 Richmond Street

•	  hanratty ComplEx  : 914 Westfield Avenue

spray fountains
•	  JaCKson parK 	:	204-243	Broadway

•	  JEFFErson parK  : 441-487 Jefferson Avenue

•	  KEllogg parK  : 1145 Fanny Street

•	  lynCh mEmorial  : 1151 Fairmount Avenue

•	  o’briEn FiEld  : 641-657 Third Avenue

•	  millEr playground  : 715-733 South Park Street

•	  grEEn aCrEs  : 169 Bellevue Street
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fred erxleben Center

513-515 richmond street

This	Center	is	home	to	the	Tony	Orlando,	Sr.	Boxing	Gym	and	features	

a	game	room,	an	outdoor	playground,	a	gymnasium,	which	can	hold	ap-

proximately	500	spectators	and	a	lighted	baseball	field.	It	also	hosts	af-

ter-school activities in coordination with the Union County Boys & Girls 

Club	for	ages	3	to	7	from	3:00	p.m.	to	7:00	p.m.

Erxleben	 also	 houses	 an	 in-ground	 swimming	 pool,	 which	 is	 fully	

staffed with certified lifeguards and opens to the public on July 4th 

of every year and runs through Labor Day in September. This free 

pool	 is	 open	 Monday	 through	 Friday	 between	 the	 hours	 of	 12:00	

and	6:00	p.m.

miCkey Walker Center

860 anna street
This Center is home to one of the largest municipal spray-splash parks 

in	Union	County,	which	is	free	and	operates	 in	the	summer	months.	It	

also	features	a	gymnasium,	which	can	hold	approximately	500	specta-

tors,	an	outdoor	playground	and	after-school	activities,	offered	in	con-

junction	with	the	United	Youth	of	New	Jersey.

miller-evans-loGan Center

163 first street
This	Center	 is	home	 to	Elizabeth’s	second	 free	municipal	spray	park,	

along	with	a	gymnasium,	which	can	hold	approximately	500	spectators	

for	basketball,	volleyball	and	soccer	games	and	a	game	room.

summer reCreation
supervised play
The	Department	of	Recreation	supervises	19	(nineteen)	playgrounds/

parks throughout Elizabeth during the months of July and August. The 

program	runs	Monday	through	Friday	between	the	hours	of	11:00	a.m.	

and	3:00	p.m.	and	also	 includes	a	 food	program	where	a	 free	snack,	

lunch and refreshment are provided daily for each child.

summer day Camps
Registration is limited to 25 children per session on a first-come-

first-served	 basis.	 There	 are	 two,	 four-week	 sessions.	 Open	 to	 ages	

5	 through	 10;	 participants	 can	 only	 register	 for	 one	 session.	Monday	

through	Friday	from	July	2nd	to	July	27th	from	10:30	a.m.	to	3:30	p.m.	

and	session	two	July	30th	to	August	24th.

Registration	date	is	Wednesday,	June	27,	2018.
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health & 
soCial serviCes

bridGeWay rehabilitation serviCes

(908)686-2956 : www.bridgewayrehab.org

Bridgeway Rehabilitation Services can help you – local employers – 

find well trained and responsible employees while helping people with 

mental health disorders return to productive roles in the labor market.

Bridgeway	ensures	potential	employees	are	job	ready,	provides	on	the	

job	support	to	both	employee	and	employer,	and	can	assist	you	in	ob-

taining tax credits.

Bridgeway has been providing services to the Elizabeth community for 

50	 years,	 and	 has	 a	 successful	 track	 record	 in	 employee	 placement.	

Funded	by	the	State	of	NJ,	there	is	no	charge	for	you	company	to	use	

our services. Call to find out how you can use Bridgeway’s resources to 

make your business more successful.

robert Wood Johnson 
university hospital - rahWay

732.499.6135 : www.rwjbh.org

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway is a non-profit hospital 

dedicated to building healthy communities through local partnerships.

The hospital is currently addressing food security and health education 

through support for individuals with diabetes at the Rahway Food for 

Friends	Pantry,	offering	testing	and	better	food	choices,	and	through	a	

senior dining program in the hospital cafeteria where seniors can get a 

healthy meal at a discounted rate and social interaction. The vision for 

the future is to build a greenhouse at the hospital that will sustain these 

groups year-round and provide a platform for community groups to vol-

unteer,	learn	and	interact.

boys & Girls Clubs of union County 
elizabeth Club

(908) 351-3344 : www.bgcnj.org

Boys	&	Girls	 Clubs	 of	 Union	County,	 Inc.	 is	 a	 private	 nonprofit,	 non-

sectarian youth service agency affiliated with the Boys & Girls Clubs 

of America. The mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Union County – 

Elizabeth Club is to enable all young people to reach their full potential 

as	 productive,	 caring,	 responsible	 citizens.	We	 are	 committed	 to	 the	

long-term development of every child who comes through our doors by 

providing guidance and a series of caring relationships with adults and 

peers.	 Our	 core	 programs	 include:	 Education	 Enhancement,	 Healthy	

Lifestyle	 Choices,	 Career/College	 Preparation,	 Digital	 Literacy,	 After-

School	 Programs,	 Public	 Speaking,	Teen	 Leadership	 Club,	 Civic	 En-



32 : Greater elizabeth Chamber of CommerCe Community & business resourCe Guide : 33

gagement,	Community	Service	and	Summer	Fun	Club.	Call	for	further	

information on programs and services offered at the Elizabeth Club.

Community aCCess unlimited

(908) 354-3040 : www.caunj.org

Founded	 in	 1979,	 Community	 Access	 Unlimited	 (CAU)	 is	 headquar-

tered in Elizabeth. Our mission is to provide community access through 

effective,	systematic,	comprehensive	support	services	 for	people	with	

disabilities	and	their	 families,	giving	them	the	opportunity	 to	 live	 inde-

pendently and to lead normal and productive lives as citizens integrated 

into the general community. Services also include the provision of de-

cent housing preferably income integrated and affordable to low and 

moderate-income	people.	CAU’s	staff	of	1,100	community	organizers,	

nurses,	social	workers	and	specialized	support	staff	serve	6,000	mem-

bers yearly throughout New Jersey.

CAU offers at-home services plus a wide range of barrier-free commu-

nity-based housing. Members’ disabilities range from slight to severe 

physical	impairments,	cerebral	palsy,	Down	syndrome,	emotional	and	

mental	 health	 issues,	 intellectual	 disabilities,	 neurological	 disorders	

and	sensory	 impairments.	We	serve	children,	youth	and	adults,	 from	

age 8 on up.

CAU provides more all-encompassing residential and support servic-

es than any other organization of our kind. We are the only agency in 

New Jersey that provides such a comprehensive continuum of care for 

people with developmental disabilities and youth in New Jersey’s child 

welfare system. Contact us for more information.

Covenant house neW Jersey

(973) 286-3425 : www.covenanthousenj.org

Covenant House is the largest privately funded charity in the Americas 

providing loving care and vital services to homeless youth for more than 

40	years.	Located	in	31	cities,	6	countries,	Covenant	House	helps	youth	

ages	18	to	21	who	have	struggled	from	poverty,	homelessness,	rejec-

tion,	abandonment,	and/or	trafficking.	Each	young	person	is	treated	with	

respect and unconditional love as we help them to rebuild their lives.

Covenant House New Jersey’s continuum of care begins with outreach 

teams that canvas the streets and transportation hubs for vulnerable 

young people in cities across New Jersey. Continuing with Crisis Shel-

ters	 in	Newark	and	Atlantic	City,	we	provide	our	guests	with	 their	 im-

mediate	needs	such	as	clothing,	 food,	and	a	safe	welcoming	place	to	

stay. Working with in-house professionals we help our young people 

overcome	 the	obstacles	 they	 face	 including	healthcare,	mental	health	

and legal services. Our Dove Learning Center uses a blended learning 

approach to provide an environment for youth to learn how to cope with 

the stress of homelessness and cultivate the resilience to bounce back. 

Resiliency	skills	including	education,	employment,	social	navigation,	fi-

nancial	 literacy,	 physical,	 emotional	 and	 spiritual	 wellness.	Youth	 can	

then	transition	to	our	Rights	of	Passage	housing	in	2	locations.	Young	

people who are in need of mental health care are served at Nancy’s 

Place	 in	Montclair.	 Raphael’s	 Life	House,	 here	 in	Elizabeth,	 provides	

a future for pregnant and new moms and their babies. As youth move 

towards	 independent	 living,	 we	 support	 them	 through	 our	 Supported	

Apartment Living.

We have just welcomed StreetLight Mission of Elizabeth to the Cov-

enant House family. We will be renovating the StreetLight building lo-

cated	at	424	Westminster	Avenue,	Elizabeth	to	provide	a	home	for	more	

homeless youth.

Please consider joining us at an upcoming SleepOut. Contact us for 

more information.

elizabeth Coalition 
to house the homeless

(908) 355-2060 : www.heelizabethcoalition.org

The Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless has been the prime ser-

vice provider to the homeless and near homeless of the greater Union 

County area for 35 years. Services are delivered through 3 basic pro-

grams:	Project	Gatekeeper,	an	Emergency	Case	Management	program	

for	any	household	having	housing	difficulties;	Hospitality	House,	a	tran-

sitional	housing	service	for	working	homeless	families;	Bernice’s	Place,	

an after-school program and summer recreation program for homeless 

youth;	and	Operation	Warm	Heart,	street	outreach	and	emergency	win-

ter shelter. Call for more information.

family and Children’s serviCes

(908) 352-7474 : www.facsnj.org

Family	and	Children’s	Services	(FACS)	established	in	1893,	is	an	inde-

pendent,	non-profit,	trauma	informed	behavioral	health	and	social	ser-

vice	 agency	 based	 in	 Elizabeth,	 NJ,	 providing	 services	 within	 Union	

County	and	the	surrounding	area.	Our	mission	is	to	strengthen	children,	

individuals,	 families	and	community	 to	 reclaim	 their	potential,	 through	

quality services designed to create sustainable change.

Services offered to the community include: trauma focused therapy 

for	children	and	adolescents;	 individual,	 family	and	couples	counsel-

ing,	post	adoption	counseling,	case	management	services,	parenting	

class,	anger	management	groups,	parent-child	visitation	services	and	

trauma training for community organizations. To learn more visit our 

web site or call.

GateWay family ymCa

(908) 355-9622 : www.tgfymca.org

The	Gateway	Family	YMCA	is	a	community-based	organization	rooted	

in Christian principles and committed to building healthy lives through 

programs	that	strengthen	the	spirits,	minds	and	bodies	for	people	of	all	

ages,	 religions	 and	 cultures.	With	 a	 commitment	 to	 nurturing	 the	 po-

tential	of	kids,	promoting	healthy	living	and	fostering	a	sense	of	social	
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responsibility,	the	Y	ensures	that	every	individual	has	access	to	the	es-

sential	needs	to	learn,	grow	and	thrive.

At	 the	Y,	 we	 offer	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 programs	 and	 services	 including:	

Child	Care,	Summer	Camp,	Aquatics,	Health	and	Wellness,	Emergen-

cy	and	Transitional	Housing,	Social	Services,	Adult	Day	Services	and	

Youth	 and	Teen	 programming.	 Our	Y	 has	 long-standing	 relationships	

and	physical	presence	not	 just	 to	promise,	but	also	 to	deliver,	 lasting	

personal and social change.

GroundWork elizabeth

www.groundworkelizabeth.org

Groundwork	Elizabeth	 (GWE)	 is	a	501c3	non-profit,	 founded	 in	Eliza-

beth,	N.J.	 in	2003	with	 the	goal	of	 “changing	places,	 changing	 lives”,	

incorporating the message of a healthy environment as we engage our 

neighborhoods and communities in projects and programs which im-

prove the sustainability and community health of the places in which we 

work.	We	work	with	the	City	of	Elizabeth,	Union	County,	 local	govern-

ment	agencies,	private	sector	partners	and	foundations,	community	co-

alitions,	non-profits,	and	the	community	at	large	to	address	these	goals.

Groundwork Elizabeth is probably best known for organizing an Annual 

healthy	bicycling	community	activity,	the	“Tour	de	Elizabeth”,	our	work	

on	the	Elizabeth	River	Trail,	unique	community	Urban	Agriculture	pro-

gramming,	and	with	our	Youth	in	our	Green	Team	program.

Government agencies such as NJ Department of Environmental Protec-

tion continue to recognize diverse communities in Elizabeth and many 

parts of Union County are lacking in Environmental Justice which direct-

ly affect health and self esteem. Groundwork Elizabeth helps to address 

these	needs	and	operates	daily	in	Elizabeth,	NJ	and	in	environmentally	

and economically distressed sections within Union County to develop 

and	oversee	programs	and	projects	that	educate,	improve	and	enhance	

our local urban challenged environment and community. Groundwork is 

part	of	a	National	Network	of	Trusts	known	as	Groundwork	USA,	which	

operate	in	communities	of	diversity	who	are	in-need,	and	deal	with	chal-

lenges of environmental disrepair.

institute of musiC for Children

(908) 469-1211 ext. 6 : www.instituteofmusic.org

The	 Institute	of	Music	 for	Children,	 Inc.,	 a	nonprofit	 arts	organization	

located	 in	Elizabeth,	offers	year-round	 instruction	 in	 instrumental	mu-

sic,	 (violin,	piano,	guitar,	drums)	voice,	dance,	drama,	filmmaking	and	

more to children ages three to 18. Working together in small groups with 

professional artist/educators the children learn valuable skills and ex-

perience the joy of creating and self-expression. Classes are offered on 

Tuesdays,	Wednesdays,	Fridays	(Teen	Night)	and	Saturdays	during	the	

school	year.	During	 the	summer,	 the	 Institute	offers	a	five-week	Sum-

mer Camp program.

Reduced tuition and scholarship awards insure that every child has 

access to quality arts education. At the heart of the Institute is creat-

ing	H.A.R.M.O.N.Y.	 -	 Helping	Achieve	Responsible	Motivated	Opti-

mistic	Neighborhood	Youth	and	it	believes	that	the	most	effective	way	

of doing this is to provide in-depth arts experiences that aid in the 

personal and academic development of its youth. To find out more 

about	The	 Institute,	 visit	 our	 website,	 call	 or	 find	 us	 on	 Facebook	

www.facebook.com/InstituteofMusic.

international resCue Committee

208 Commerce place, 4th floor 
(908) 351-5116 : newjersey@rescue.org 

The International Rescue Committee is New Jersey’s largest refugee 

resettlement	organization.	Based	in	Elizabeth,	the	IRC	provides	reset-

tlement,	economic	empowerment,	education	and	immigration	services	

to	nearly	1,000	immigrants	and	refugees	each	year.	At	work	in	over	40	

countries	and	28	U.S.	cities,	the	IRC	helps	people	whose	lives	and	live-

lihoods	are	 shattered	by	 conflict	 and	disaster	 to	 survive,	 recover	and	

regain control of their future. IRC’s immigration department provides 

low-cost,	quality	immigration	legal	services	for	all	community	members	

(contact	 nj.immigration@rescue.org).	 For	 general	 information	 about	

IRC’s	work	or	for	employers	interested	in	hiring	from	the	IRC,	call,	email	

or visit our office.

Jefferson park ministries, inC.

70 W. Grand street • elizabeth, nJ 
(908)469-9508 : www.jeffersonparks.com

Jefferson	Park	Ministries,	 Inc.	 (JPM),	 founded	 in	2002,	 is	a	501(c)	 (3)	

tax	 exempt,	 faith-based	 community	 organization.	 Our	 mission	 is	 to	

serve immigrant families and youth by providing services to enhance 

their	 quality	 of	 life,	 while	 promoting	 empowerment	 to	manage	 day	 to	

day	activities.	With	family	orientation	being	one	of	its	primary	focuses,	

JPM provides a range of culturally-competent services for the Haitian 

community,	 as	well	 as	 services	 for	 other	 at-risk	minority	 populations,	

including Latinos and African Americans. The agency enables vulner-

able,	 Haitian	 immigrants	 and	 others	 with	 limited	 literacy	 to	 navigate	

through the social service system by reducing language and cultural 

barriers,	while	educating	the	broader	community	about	cultural	sensitiv-

ity	and	diversity.	For	more	information	visit	us	online,	call	or	email	us	at	

wphilippe@jeffersonparks.com.

JeWish family serviCe of Central nJ

(908) 352-8375 : www.jfscentralnj.org

Jewish	Family	Service	of	Central	New	Jersey	is	a	family-oriented,	non-

sectarian health and social service agency that provides family counsel-

ing and Older Adult Services to people in Union County.

Clients served through the Family and Children’s Services Department 

resolve	issues	with	marital	relationships,	parenting	skills,	and	individual	

problems	such	as	depression	or	anxiety.	In	addition,	we	provide	adop-
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tion	home	studies,	food	pantry,	and	the	Economic	Response	Team	–	our	

most current initiative to help those who are unemployed. As for Older 

Adult	Services,	 the	organization	offers	homemakers	and	home	health	

aides,	 Kosher	 Meals	 on	Wheels,	 personal	 care	 transportation,	 case	

management,	 counseling,	 caregiver	 support,	 community	 health	 nurs-

ing,	safety	in	the	home,	medication	management,	and	Grandparents	as	

Parents. We are also the site for the Retired Senior Volunteer Program. 

For	additional	information,	call	our	office.

JeWish federation of 
Greater metroWest nJ

(973) 929-3000 : www.jfedgmw.org

Inspired	by	Jewish	values,	Federation	cares	for	people	in	need	locally,	

in	 Israel,	 and	 around	 the	world.	We	 stand	 at	 the	 center	 of	 a	 network	

of 23 local and 4 overseas partner agencies to help meet the needs 

of	the	GreaterMetroWest	Jewish	community	of	Essex,	Morris,	Sussex,	

Union,	and	parts	of	Somerset	County.	Federation	raises	and	allocates	

the funds needed to respond to the diversity of Jewish needs on an on-

going basis and in emergency situations through our UJA Annual Cam-

paign,	providing	a	safety	net,	counseling	for	 families	 in	crisis,	support	

services	 for	seniors	and	 for	people	with	disabilities	and	 their	 families,	

career	 counseling	and	 job	placement	 assistance	 for	 the	unemployed,	

and relief for those in crisis near and far. We invest in the future of our 

Jewish community by helping to make Jewish education and Jewish 

camping	affordable	for	all	families,	teaching	teens	and	college	students	

how	 to	stand	up	 for	 Israel,	and	connecting	people	of	all	ages	socially	

and culturally to their Jewish heritage in countless ways. Contact us  for 

more information.

Josephine’s plaCe

622 elizabeth avenue • elizabeth, nJ 
(908) 436-0099 : www.josephinesplace.org

In	its	fifteenth	year,	Josephine’s	Place	has	been	a	space	where	women	

have come to talk to other women and to receive skills that they need in 

order to move toward their dreams and goals. Women have always been 

asked what is needed for them to live healthier lives. From the begin-

ning,	 this	has	been	 the	process	of	unfolding	 the	activities,	workshops	

and events that occur.

Women	have	learned	how	to	speak	English,	how	to	use	the	computer,	

and	how	to	sew,	knit	and	quilt.	They	have	had	the	delight	of	becoming	

citizens,	 graduating	 from	school	 and	moving	on	 to	 getting	a	 job.	This	

has been exciting to the women and has been a gift to all who come to 

Josephine’s Place. Support groups for moms who have children on the 

autism	spectrum,	for	moms	who	have	been	in	domestic	violence	situa-

tions,	and	groups	for	moms	who	want	to	learn	how	to	be	better	mothers.	

All of these have contributed to the empowerment of the women.

Leadership	skills	and	job	training,	are	also	part	of	 the	offerings	at	Jo-

sephine’s	 Place.	 In	 addition,	 Josephine’s	 Place	 is	 known	 as	 a	 great	

resource center. Women will come and know that if they need a ser-

vice,	other	than	what	is	provided,	that	they	will	receive	information	to	go	

where they would be further helped.

Hundreds	of	women	are	participating	in	Josephine’s	Place,	each	year.	

Thousands of women will come and visit and inquire what Josephine’s 

Place	is	about.	When	the	women	come,	no	questions	are	asked.	They	

are	invited	to	come	and	see	and	to	experience	the	joy,	loving	and	stress	

free	 environment.	 Facebook,	 instagram	 and	 the	 web	 site	 are	 great	

sources and ways to become acquainted with Josephine’s Place. Drop 

in	to	experience,	for	yourself,	the	“home	away	from	home”,	as	many	of	

the	women	describe	it!!

nJ sharinG netWork

www.njsharingnetwork.org

NJ Sharing Network saves lives through organ and tissue donation. Lo-

cated	in	New	Providence,	the	organization	recovers	organs	and	tissue	

and	belongs	to	a	national	network	that	helps	the	115,000	people	waiting	

for	a	transplant,	including	nearly	4,000	here	in	New	Jersey.

NJ Sharing Network is innovative in its efforts to save lives. Its trans-

plant	matching	laboratory,	which	is	integral	in	the	process	of	safely	and	

efficiently	 identifying	 a	 recipient	 for	 an	 available	 organ,	 continues	 to	

push the envelope in terms of research.

The organization’s clinical staff is highly trained and provides compas-

sionate care to families who have suffered a recent loss. The families of 

organ and tissue donors find comfort in knowing that their loved ones 

helped others through the gift of life. NJ Sharing Network is there for 

those families through their donation journey and beyond.

While	working	with	its	partners	to	steward	the	gift	of	 life,	 its	Founda-

tion works to save more lives with the community’s support. Through 

events	such	as	its	5K	Celebration	of	Life,	the	Foundation	is	committed	

to	 innovative	 transplant	 research,	 family	 support,	 public	 awareness	

and education.

One organ donor can save eight lives and one tissue donor can restore 

health	to	over	75	others.	To	learn	more,	get	involved	and	register	as	an	

organ	and	tissue	donor,	visit	our	website.

old first historiC trust (ofht)

(908) 353-2131 : www.snyderacademy.org

In	1664,	20	families	began	the	colony	of	New	Jersey.	They	named	their	

settlement	Elizabethtown	 in	 honor	 of	Elizabeth,	wife	 of	 the	 proprietor	

George Carteret. They built a meetinghouse which evolved into the First 

Presbyterian	Church,	42	Broad	Street	with	its	adjacent	burial	grounds.	

The church was the first home of what is now Princeton University. 

It was also a hotbed of Revolutionary War activity as its pastor Rev. 

James Caldwell united the people against King George.

Today the historic grounds and buildings have undergone a renais-

sance,	with	more	 than	$10	million	spent	 to	 restore	 the	campus	which	
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includes	the	church,	the	burial	grounds	and	The	Snyder	Academy.	This	

20,000	 sq.	 ft	 building	 serves	 the	 community	 as	 a	 vibrant	 historical,	

cultural arts and social services center. The Snyder Academy offers 

beautiful	 event	 space	with	a	 stage,	a	 commercial	 kitchen,	an	art	 stu-

dio,	and	additional	exhibition	space.	OFHT	manages	the	Nationally	and	

New Jersey-designated Historic Site on behalf of the First Presbyterian 

Church	of	Elizabeth,	and	offers	tours	and	programs	to	the	public.

proCeed

908) 351-7727 : www.proceedinc.com

PROCEED	 was	 established	 in	 1970	 as	 a	 501(c)(3)	 federally	 tax	 ex-

empt social service corporation to improve the socioeconomic needs 

affecting the community in the city of Elizabeth and Union County. Ser-

vices	range	from	preschool,	parenting	and	child	abuse/neglect	preven-

tion services to senior citizen home repair and substance abuse/alcohol 

abuse	 treatment,	counseling	and	education	programs.	For	more	 infor-

mation,	call	or	visit	our	website.

restore ministries

(908) 400-3293 : www.restorekids.org

Hakim,	asked	 if	 he	 can	borrow	 the	 really	big	 flashlight	we	had	 in	 the	

Restore van. His mother did not have enough money to pay for the utili-

ties	and	 it	 gets	 real	dark	at	night.	At	 that	 time,	he	was	a	high	school	

freshman and needed the light to see in order to continue working on 

his school project. Restore is a place of hope that meets our members’ 

immediate needs and also provides a way for them to finish high school 

and gain entrance into trade schools and colleges. Restore is character-

ized as an after-school program for young people in grades 2-12. Our 

programs	and	services	include:	Large	group	meetings	during	the	week,	

a	Friday	 reading	 club,	 a	 one	month	 summer	program	and	many	 trips	

and outside activities. Restore staff and volunteers help our members 

develop	a	range	of	knowledge,	values,	and	skills	that	they	will	need	to	

become good citizens and productive members of society. We have an 

inclusive open membership and welcome all.

the rotary Club of elizabeth

(908) 451-3665 : www.elizabethrotary.org

Established	in	1917,	the	Rotary	Club	of	Elizabeth	is	a	vibrant	civic	orga-

nization dedicated to serving both the local and worldwide communities. 

Its 45 members volunteer to raise funds in support of a wide range of 

charities. Through such activities as the annual Taste of Elizabeth food 

tasting	event,	the	Club	funds	many	worthy	causes	including	its	scholar-

ship	arm,	 the	Albert	&	Louise	Davis	Scholarship	Fund.	Established	 in	

1986,	 the	 Fund	 has	 given	 over	 $573,000,	making	 a	 difference	 in	 the	

lives	of	360	Elizabeth	High	School	graduates.

The Rotary Club of Elizabeth is part of a worldwide organization of 1.2 

million members who encourage high ethical standards in all vocations 

and promote peace and goodwill throughout the world. A key initiative 

is the worldwide elimination of polio. Through its vast community and 

national	networks,	Rotarians	are	on	 the	verge	of	wiping	out	 this	crip-

pling disease.

The	Club	invites	all	to	consider	membership.	For	more	information,	call	

or visit our website.

the Community foodbank 
of neW Jersey

(908) 355-3663 : www.cfbnj.org

The Community FoodBank of New Jersey fights hunger and poverty by 

assisting	 those	 in	need	and	seeking	 long-term	solutions.	We	engage,	

educate and empower all sectors of society in the battle against hun-

ger.	The	FoodBank	distributes	to	more	than	1,000	community	partners	

throughout	the	state.	Our	programs,	including	Kids	Cafes,	farmers	mar-

kets,	and	food	pantries,	work	to	better	the	lives	of	Elizabeth	residents	

and to help hungry neighbors throughout New Jersey. Working together 

with	 volunteers,	 donors	and	our	many	partners,	we	 fill	 the	emptiness	

caused	by	hunger	with	Food,	Help	and	Hope.

For	more	information	or	to	help	fight	hunger,	please	call	or	visit	our	website.

the salvation army of elizabeth

(908) 352-7057 
www.newjersey.salvationarmy.org

The Salvation Army of Elizabeth offer a variety of services to the com-

munity from Rental and Utilities assistance to shelter nights and hot 

meals to those in need. The Salvation Army has been serving the City 

of	Elizabeth	for	over	100	years	and	our	mission	is	to	serve	our	clients	

with their basic needs.

At our Elizabeth Shelter we continue to give not only a place to stay for 

those in need but we also help them connect to all of the resources we 

have in our community so they can move into a more permanent place 

of	resident.	We	help	them	with	finding	housing,	going	back	to	school	or	

employment and we are able to continue helping our community thanks 

to our partnership and partial funding from the U.S. Dept. of Housing 

and	Urban	Development	 (HUD)	because	of	 their	support	we	will	 con-

tinue doing the most good for our neighbors in the City of Elizabeth.

Please	 contact	 our	 office	 for	 case	 management,	 referrals	 and	

rental assistance.

united Way of Greater union County

(908) 353-7171 : www.uwguc.org

United Way of Greater Union County mission is to ensure the health & 

human services needs of the community are identified and addressed in 

ways	that	create	a	better	quality	of	life	for	the	residents	of	Union	County,	

North	and	South	Plainfield.	Our	focus	is	on	family	strengthening,	ensur-

ing that every resident in our community has the necessary opportuni-
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ties,	relationships	and	networks	to	support	the	success	of	their	families.	

United Way of Greater Union County continually looks for the most ef-

fective	ways	to	help	people	gain	access	to	educational,	economic	and	

health-related	opportunities.	To	further	this	goal,	United	Way	has	helped	

create	the	Union	County	Family	Strengthening	Network,	an	integral	part	

of	the	county’s	human	services	infrastructure,	because	when	our	fami-

lies	are	doing	well,	our	communities	thrive.	For	more	information,	visit	

our	website,	call,	or	email	info@uwguc.org.

united youth of neW Jersey

(908) 220-5279 : www.unitedyouthofnj.org

Over	25	years	 the	United	Youth	of	New	Jersey	 (UYNJ)	has	been	ser-

vicing at-risk youth in Elizabeth and throughout Union County. United 

Youth	 of	 New	 Jersey	 is	 a	 501(c)(3)	 youth/community	 based	 corpora-

tion.	Dedicated	to	the	community,	the	United	Youth	of	New	Jersey	has	

spearheaded	programs	that	have	focused	upon	improving	self-esteem,	

motivating	 teamwork,	 and	 enhancing	 talent	 through	 filmmaking	 and	

electronic	sound	in	music	classes.	UYNJ	prides	themselves	on	the	con-

sistent working relationship with senior citizens throughout Union Coun-

ty. What makes this program so unique is that there is no charge for the 

many	programs	offered	by	 the	United	Youth	of	New	Jersey.	 	Our	mis-

sion	is	to	continue	to	educate	at-risk	youth	after	school	hours,	providing	

them with the motivation and tools needed to succeed in school and in 

life	through	mentoring,	fine-arts	weekend	and	summer	small	group	edu-

cational	programs.	For	more	information,	visit	our	website,	call	or	email	

brown12@optonline.net.

yWCa union County

(908) 355-1995 : www.ywcaunioncounty.org 
24 hotline (908) 355-help (4357) 

The	mission	of	the	YWCA	Union	County	is	dedicated	to	eliminating	rac-

ism,	 empowering	women	 and	 promoting	 peace,	 justice,	 freedom	 and	

dignity	for	all.	The	YWCA	provides	comprehensive	services	for	survivors	

of	domestic	violence,	including	a	24-Hour	Hotline,	Emergency	Shelter,	

Supportive	 and	Transitional	 Housing,	 PALS	 Program	 (a	 creative	 arts	

therapy	 program	 for	 children	 exposed	 to	 domestic	 violence),	 Union	

County	 Family	 Justice	Center,	Court	 Advocacy,	 Individual	 and	Group	

Counseling,	STEP	-	a	workforce	development	program,	Community	and	

Professional	 Education,	 Crisis	 Response	Teams	 Program	 (CRT)	 and	

DV Liaisons Program. Please call for more details.

Quality Interactive Maps & 
Community Publications

800.996MAPS • novoprint.com

Relieving the pressure of taking care of your 
parent so you can take care of yourself

www.caunj.org 
80 W. Grand Street  |  Elizabeth, NJ 07202 

908-354-3040 ext. 4206

Home Health Care Supports

• Personal Care Assistance
• Errands
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping

Home & Property Supports

• Handyman Services
• Home Modifications
• Landscaping
• Leaf and Snow Removal





TriniTas CelebraTes The CompleTion 
of iTs new, expanded 

emergenCy deparTmenT
$18.7 million projeCT nearly doubles TreaTmenT spaCe

Delivering emergency care more quickly, and with higher quality is the aim of Trinitas’ $18.7 million renovation and 
expansion of its Emergency Department. The 24,000 square-foot project space raises the number of treatment 

beds from 27 to 45, and provides separate treatment areas where the most appropriate care can be given to 
seniors, families and behavioral health patients. According to John D’Angelo, DO, Chairman of Emergency 
Medicine, “the overall aim of this project is to not only make the delivery of emergency care more efficient, 

but also more personal.” Trinitas delivers care to more than 70,000 patients each year.

“With separate treatment areas, including an expanded ‘fast track’ area for minor emergencies, patients 
will experience more personalized care tailored to their needs,” Dr. Angelo explains. That level of care 

will also be delivered more swiftly, as a result of a number of technological innovations. For example, a 
128-slice CT scanner, located within the confines of the ER, can produce diagnostic scans in seconds. 

Previously, patients were transferred out of the ER to the Radiology Department in order to receive 
a CT or ultrasound scan. This necessitated a ride on a stretcher down long corridors and on an 

elevator, which amounted to delays in treatment.

“Three new Intensive Care Unit rooms are also part of the project, allowing patients to be treated 
quickly in the ER without having to wait for a bed in the hospital to become available if they 

need to be admitted,” said D’Angelo.

To honor his five decades of healthcare leadership in both New York and New Jersey, 
Trinitas Regional Medical Center named its new Emergency Department after Gary S. 

Horan, FACHE, Trinitas President and CEO.

“The choice of Gary Horan for this significant honor was a very easy decision for us. 
There is simply no one else who has the healthcare experience and leadership talent, 

nor can anyone but Gary generate such immense respect among all who know 
him,” stated Victor M. Richel, Vice Chairman of the Board of Trinitas Regional 

Medical Center and Trinitas Health, the Medical Center’s parent. “It is fitting that 
Gary Horan’s name and legacy are attached to a facility such as this that is truly 

a lifeline for the community we serve,” he added.

The multi-year project was funded entirely by donations from foundations, 
corporations and individuals, including $2.3 million from Trinitas’ 

employees, physicians and trustees.A state-of-the-art 128-slice CT scanner 
is a centerpiece of the new 
Emergency Department at Trinitas.
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business & industry
proGress and prosperity
The city of Elizabeth is at the econom-

ic	 epicenter	of	New	Jersey,	a	hub	of	

transportation,	 shipping,	 industrial	 and	

retail opportunities. Businesses looking 

to invest in the city will discover an estab-

lished and reliable network of public and private partners ready to assist 

with financial needs. The city’s lead development agency is the Elizabeth 

Development	Company	 (EDC),	a	powerful	and	effective	partner	 that	 is	

a “one-stop” shopping center for business and workforce development.

elizabeth development Company
Doing business in the city of Elizabeth is easier and more profitable than 

ever. Opportunities for success are driven in large part by the skills and the 

vision	of	the	Elizabeth	Development	Company.	The	EDC,	a	nonprofit	eco-

nomic	development	corporation	with	an	 independent	Board	of	Directors,	

was established in 1977 to help meet Elizabeth’s economic development 

needs. The EDC serves as a catalyst for economic advancement; it has 

earned state and national acclaim for both its highly successful Urban En-

terprise Zone and its innovative community development initiatives.

Working	in	cooperation	with	Elizabeth	Mayor	Chris	Bollwage,	the	EDC	

and its Urban Enterprise Zone program are driving the city’s economic 

resurgence.	 Since	 its	 inception,	 the	 EDC	 has	 helped	 generate	 more	

than $2.3 billion in new economic investments in the city that have put 

thousands of area residents to work.

For	more	 than	 40	 years,	 the	EDC	has	 helped	 businesses	 and	 entre-

preneurs succeed by connecting them with the financing and develop-

ment tools needed to make projects move quickly and efficiently from 

proposal to reality.

The	EDC	and	 its	staff	are	well-equipped	to	support	businesses—both	

large	and	small—with	virtually	all	of	their	needs,	including:	site	location,	

financial	 assistance,	 tax	 relief	 incentives,	 access	 to	 quality	 job	 train-

ing,	employment	placement	services	and	much	more.	When	 it	 comes	

to	building	strong,	viable	businesses	in	Elizabeth,	the	EDC	serves	as	a	

complete “one-stop” shop.

The EDC has also expanded its role in redevelopment by taking a lead-

ership position in revitalization projects throughout the city. The EDC 

has completed the successful renovation of a landmark downtown com-

ELIZABETH DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

Transforming Neighborhoods
Changing Lives
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mercial	bank	and	the	development	of	new,	affordable	housing	for	senior	

residents in a vital city neighborhood with key nonprofit organizations in 

the city. EDC also played a critical role recently in the development of 

a Supermarket and ancillary retail on the edge of the E-Port neighbor-

hood which is servicing a ‘Food Desert.’ The agency is actively assisting 

in the development of a range of additional projects

The	city’s	award-winning	Urban	Enterprise	Zone	(UEZ)	program	offers	

major	 tax	 break	 incentives	 to	 businesses	 and	 developers,	 plus	 a	 re-

duced sales tax to customers. Elizabeth’s UEZ is a valuable tool for 

revitalizing neighborhoods large and small. Its innovative planning pro-

grams have also helped secure tens of millions of dollars in targeted 

state and federal tax benefits available to developers who pursue proj-

ects in specific city neighborhoods.

urban enterprise zone 
elizabeth’s uez
The UEZ program was developed by the state of New Jersey to help 

promote redevelopment in its urban centers. The goal of the UEZ is 

to advance sustainable growth by helping businesses succeed in city 

neighborhoods.

Since	 its	 inception,	Elizabeth’s	UEZ	program	has	been	a	catalyst	 for	

more	 than	 $2	 billion	 in	 new	 economic	 development	 in	 the	 city—fu-

eling the creation of thousands of new jobs. These initiatives range 

from	large-scale	redevelopment	efforts	along	the	city’s	waterfront,	 to	

more targeted projects revitalizing business districts in the city’s vi-

brant neighborhoods.

Elizabeth’s UEZ Benefits Include:

•	 Reduced	sales	tax—most	retail	businesses	can	charge	customers	

half the state sales tax rate

•	 Sales tax exemption on most business-related purchases

•	 Corporate tax credits

•	 Unemployment insurance rebates

•	 Below-market rate loans

The	50	percent	reduced	sales	tax	benefit	has	provided	over	$150	mil-

lion in additional funds for reinvestment into the Zone. This massive re-

investment	included	funding	for	additional	police,	elaborate	streetscape	

beautifications	and	enhanced	 infrastructure	 improvements,	as	well	as	

many other economic development programs designed to help busi-

nesses succeed in Elizabeth.

CommerCial loans
The	EDC	offers	a	wide	range	of	financing,	which	provides	flexible	terms	

and below-market-rate loans for small to large businesses and com-

mercial projects located within the city’s Urban Enterprise Zone. Proj-

ects can range from land acquisition and new construction to business 

improvements,	new	equipment	and	working	capital.

neW market tax Credits
The EDC received $35 million in New Market Tax Credit allocations in 

2006	and	2007—the	only	allocations	awarded	to	a	wholly	County-based	

community	development	entity	in	New	Jersey.	These	funds,	in	the	form	

of	equity	investment	or	below-market	financing,	are	being	used	to	sup-

port major retail and commercial redevelopment projects in the city. 

EDC assists developers in identifying other NMTC allocations.

smart GroWth
Smart Growth is a term used by the state of New Jersey to describe 

well-planned,	well-managed	growth	that	adds	new	commercial	and	resi-

dential	 development,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 creation	 of	 new	 jobs,	 while	 pre-

serving open space and environmental resources. Smart Growth is an 

approach to land-use planning that targets the state’s resources to en-

hance the quality of life for New Jersey residents. Smart Growth princi-

ples	include	mixed-use	development,	walkable	town	centers	and	neigh-

borhoods,	mass	 transit	accessibility,	 sustainable	economic	and	social	

development,	as	well	as	preserved	green	space.

To	 limit	 sprawl	 in	 New	 Jersey,	 Smart	 Growth	 prioritizes	 development	

and redevelopment efforts in communities with existing infrastructure 

networks	such	as	Elizabeth.	With	a	population	boom	of	more	 than	10	

percent	 over	 the	 last	 decade,	 Elizabeth	 is	 the	 quintessential	 Smart	

Growth success story. The city’s efforts to embrace the Smart Growth 

strategy have paid off.

elizabeth as 
a transit hub
The city of Elizabeth is ready to implement a comprehensive redevel-

opment plan for Midtown Elizabeth that will bring more than one mil-

lion	square	feet	of	new	commercial,	retail	and	residential	space	to	this	

vibrant center of commerce.

Twenty acres of the region’s premier real estate in Midtown Eliza-

beth are primed for targeted economic development that can lever-

age tens of millions of dollars in state and federal tax credits and 
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incentives,	as	well	as	Urban	Enterprise	Zone	benefits,	to	ensure	its	

success.	The	area	 is	also	 located	 in	an	Urban	Enterprise	Zone,	af-

fording it additional benefits.

A six-block stretch in Midtown Elizabeth located next to the Elizabeth 

train station and bordered by Union County College has been identified 

as the area’s best potential for new commercial development.

Three	 specific	 sites,	 ranging	 in	 size	 from	 two	 to	 three	 acres	 and	 all	

within	one	block	of	the	train	station,	each	can	now	be	developed	with	as	

much	as	300,000	square	feet	of	office	space	with	retail	components,	or	

as	mixed-use	commercial	and	residential	space.	Additionally,	a	120,000	

square-foot expansion of Union County College facilities has been com-

pleted	along	with	the	construction	of	a	new	1,500	space	parking	deck	

which	includes	27,000	square	feet	of	commercial	space.

All three sites are located in a high priority area for both GROW New 

Jersey as well as Economic Redevelopment Growth Grants. These 

programs offer cash assistance for eligible businesses that create 

new	 jobs-	 GROW	 NJ,	 and	 up	 to	 30%	 of	 total	 project	 costs	 under	

ERG. Under ERG the funding provided to the developer is in the form 

of	a	rebate	of	75%	of	the	new	state	taxes	generated	from	the	project-	

This is ideal both for Hotel Development and also retail where sales 

taxes are generated.

elizabeth station reConstruCtion
Reconstruction of the Elizabeth rail station has been approved and will 

provide vast improvements to the customer experience. This will make 

the station safer and more aesthetically pleasing for riders.

The total project cost is estimated at $71 million and construction is 

scheduled	 to	 finish	 in	 summer	 2022.	When	 complete,	 customers	 will	

enjoy	new	station	buildings,	 longer	platforms	for	 improved	boarding	of	

12-car	trains,	climate	controlled	platform	shelters,	additional	elevators,	

improved	ADA	access,	new	customer	communication	systems	and	ad-

ditional security elements.

Final design and construction will allow for the following:

•	 New inbound and outbound station buildings

•	 Restoration of the existing pedestrian tunnel

•	 Rebuilding existing high level platforms with construction of 

approximately	300	linear	feet	on	each	platform	to	accommodate 

12-car train boarding capacity

•	 Additional connections to the public right-of-way

•	 New platform canopies and climate-controlled platform shelters

•	 ADA	access	improvements	including	two	new	elevators,	

rehabilitation of existing two elevators and new ADA ramps

•	 New passenger communication systems and variable message signs

•	 Security systems

•	 Restoration of the existing plaza area

•	 Installation of TransitArts elements

neW Jersey department of 
Community affairs – neiGhborhood 
revitalization proGram
The Neighborhood Revitalization Tax Credit Program offers business 

entities	a	100	percent	tax	credit	against	various	NJ	State	taxes	for	 in-

vesting in the revitalization of designated neighborhoods. Eligible neigh-

borhood projects can receive up to $1 million annually to assist with 

pre-development and implementation costs. Elizabeth has two NRTC 

designated	neighborhoods,	one	in	Elizabethport	and,	more	recently,	an-

other in historic Midtown.

loCation, loCation, loCation
The city of Elizabeth is situated in one of the most densely populated and 

wealthy	regions	in	the	nation,	making	for	an	ideal	location	for	businesses	

to	thrive.	According	to	the	2010	US	Census,	nearly	seven	and	a	half	million	

people	live	within	a	15-mile	radius	of	Elizabeth,	earning	over	$200	billion	a	

year	with	an	average	household	income	of	$80,000.

Immediate	access	to	a	far-reaching	network	of	air,	sea,	rail	and	truck-

ing facilities makes Elizabeth a premier location for moving goods and 

people	around	the	region,	the	country	and	the	world.

eConomiC development leaders
The	Elizabeth	Avenue	Partnership	 (EAP)	 is	 a	 nonprofit	 organization	

created and designated by the city of Elizabeth to manage the Eliz-

abeth	 Avenue	 Special	 Improvement	 District	 (SID).	 The	 partnership	
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plays a key role in the management and marketing of the business 

district and has been instrumental in the resurgence of the popular 

Farmer’s Market in the area.

The	Historic	Midtown	SID	is	undergoing	major	economic	revitalization,	

with the recent addition of several new major banks and restaurants to 

the district. The district management team has developed new initiatives 

and programs to support Midtown.

Other	SID	projects	include	multi-million-dollar	streetscape	improvements,	

continuing in both Special Improvement Districts. Both of these pro-active 

special improvement districts have been extremely successful in main-

taining some of the lowest shopping vacancy rates in the region.

WorkforCe innovation business 
Center...your suCCess starts here
The Workforce Innovation Business Center is an innovative employment 

facility	whose	 recruitment,	 training,	customer	service	certification	and	

job placement services can help businesses develop and retain an ef-

ficient	 workforce.	 Since	 opening,	 the	 center	 has	 served	 hundreds	 of	

businesses in the region and provided training for thousands of area 

residents.	Today,	the	center	operates	in	conjunction	with	Union	County	

College,	so	participants	can	earn	not	only	job	skills,	but	continuing	edu-

cation skills as well.

WorkforCe development
EDC has started two exciting workforce training programs. The first 

one offers Free Hospitality Training Certifications so residents can ac-

cess jobs in both the hotel and restaurant business. The other pro-

vides math and reading skills prep training for individuals interested 

in pursuing a career as a union trades man. Both programs are FREE 

to city residents.

hope vi
In	1997,	 the	Housing	Authority	of	 the	city	of	Elizabeth	 (HACE)	 re-

ceived a $28.9 million federal grant to build more than 575 home-

ownership	 and	 rental	 units	 for	 low,	moderate	 and	median	 income	

households. The new units opened in Elizabethport and dramati-

cally	 transformed	 the	 look,	 the	 feel	 and	 the	 lifestyle	 in	 the	 city’s	

oldest neighborhood.

This federal grant also leveraged additional public and private invest-

ment,	 totaling	more	 than	$100	million	and	 further	enhancing	 the	 revi-

talization of the Elizabethport neighborhood. The city opened the multi-

million-dollar HOPE VI Elizabethport Community Center located on 

Second Street EDC continues to work with HACE on smaller projects in 

the HOPE VI area that will create new affordable units (Some which are 

earmarked	for	homeless	veterans.)

The Avidan Group  |  633 Div is ion Street,  Suite 2  |  E l izabeth,  NJ 07201 

p :  (908) 527- 8000  f :  (908) 527- 8004  |  info@theagroup.net

Industrial & Commercial Real Estate Development

www.theavidangroup.com
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the mills at Jersey Gardens
The	Mills	at	Jersey	Gardens,	New	Jersey’s largest outlet and value 

retail	 with	 over	 200	 stores	 under	

one	 roof,	 is	 a	 shopper’s	 paradise!	With	 tax-free	 shopping	 on	 clothes	

and	shoes,	shoppers	can	help	their	dollars	go	further	than	they	would	at	

their local mall by traveling to The Mills at Jersey Gardens.

For	just	$5,	shoppers	can	purchase	a	Savings	Passbook	from	Guest	Ser-

vices,	loaded	with	exclusive	deals	and	offers	from	some	of	the	most	pop-

ular	retailers	including	20	percent	off	a	total	purchase	at	Steve	Madden,	

10	percent	off	a	total	purchase	at	Kate	Spade	New	York	and	40	percent	

off one regularly-priced item at Neiman Marcus Last Call.

Busy	shoppers	can	escape	the	hustle	and	bustle	of	New	York	City	with	an	easy	

daylong	outing	to	The	Mills	at	Jersey	Gardens,	just	a	thirty-minute	trip	from	

New	York’s	hectic	Times	Square.	With	daily	transportation	from	both	the	Port	

Authority	Bus	Terminal	and	Newark	Liberty	International	Airport,	the	center’s	

many steals and deals will make shopping affordable and stress-free.

A	shopper’s	dream,	The	Mills	at	Jersey	Gardens	is	anchored	by	top	outlets	

including	Saks	Fifth	Avenue	OFF	5TH,	Neiman	Marcus	Last	Call,	Century	

21,	Marshall’s,	and	the	best	brand	outlets	including	Michael	Kors,	Coach,	

Calvin	Klein,	Banana	Republic,	Nike,	True	Religion,	Nautica,	PUMA	and	

Guess. The center also offers the largest Tommy Hilfiger in the US and the 

only U.S. Dr. Martens outlet store on the east coast.

This and the center’s low prices and quality merchandise make it the ul-

timate one-stop-shopping destination. Guests can enjoy great dining at 

Johnny	Rockets,	Chili’s,	Applebee’s	and	its	food	court	–	voted	one	of	the	

best in the state by NJ.com – but the centers’ stores all located under one 

roof make it easy and comfortable to shop in during all seasons.

All these amenities and more make The Mills at Jersey Gardens one 

of	the	top	retail	destinations	in	the	state,	as	well	as	a	top	priority	when	

visiting	the	greater	New	York	City	area.	With	retailers	and	gifts	for	every-

one,	a	visit	 to	The	Mills	at	Jersey	Gardens	is	a	must-do	on	any	shop-

per’s vacation itinerary.
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the port authority of ny & nJ
movinG the reGion

The	Port	Authority	of	NY	&	NJ	builds,	operates,	and	maintains	critical	transportation	and	trade	assets.	Its	network	of	aviation,	rail,	surface	

transportation and seaport facilities annually moves millions of people 

and	transports	vital	cargo	throughout	the	New	York/New	Jersey	region.	

The Port Authority also owns and manages the 16-acre World Trade 

Center	site,	home	to	the	iconic	One	World	Trade	Center.

overvieW of faCilities and serviCes
The	Port	 Authority	 of	 New	York	 &	New	 Jersey	 conceives,	 builds,	 op-

erates	 and	maintains	 infrastructure	 critical	 to	 the	 New	York/New	 Jer-

sey region’s trade and transportation network. These facilities include 

America’s	busiest	airport	system,	marine	terminals	and	ports,	the	PATH	

rail	transit	system,	six	tunnels	and	bridges	between	New	York	and	New	

Jersey,	 the	 Port	 Authority	 Bus	Terminal	 in	Manhattan,	 and	 the	World	

Trade Center.

For	more	than	eight	decades,	the	Port	Authority	has	worked	to	improve	

the quality of life for the more than 17 million people who live and work 

in	New	York	and	New	Jersey	 -	a	 region	 that	supports	8.6	million	 jobs	

with an estimated gross regional product of more than $929 billion.

oriGins
The	 Port	 Authority	 of	 New	York	 &	 New	 Jersey	 was	 established	 on	

April	30,	1921.	 It	was	 the	 first	bistate	agency	ever	created	under	a	

clause of the constitution permitting compacts between states with 

congressional consent. Its area of jurisdiction is called the Port Dis-

trict,	a	region	within	a	radius	of	approximately	25	miles	of	the	Statue	

of Liberty. The Port Authority was created to promote and protect 

the commerce of the Port District and to undertake port and region-

al	 improvements	 not	 likely	 to	 be	 financed	 by	 private	 enterprise,	 or	

that would not be attempted by either state alone. These include the 

development of major infrastructure: a modern port for the harbor 

shared	by	the	two	states,	tunnel	and	bridge	connections	between	the	

states,	and,	in	general,	trade	and	transportation	projects	that	secure	

the region’s economic well-being.

finanCes
Today,	as	was	envisioned	 in	1921,	 the	Port	Authority	 is	a	 financially	

self-supporting entity. It does not receive tax revenue from either state 

or	 from	 any	 local	 jurisdiction	 and	 has	 no	 power	 to	 tax,	 nor	 does	 it	

have the power to pledge the credit of either state or any municipality. 

The Port Authority relies primarily on revenue generated from facility 

operations-tolls	 from	 its	 bridges	and	 tunnels	between	New	York	and	

New	Jersey,	user	fees	from	the	airports	and	the	bus	terminals,	 fares	

on	 its	 rail	 transit	system,	and	 rent	 from	 facilities,	consumer	services	

and from retail stores.

The agency has a long-standing sound financial record and routinely 

receives high ratings for its debt offerings.

maJor Commodities

General CarGo tonnaGe 2016 • Thousands of Metric Tons

larGest import volumes
Commodity volume % ChanGe 2016/15 maJor import GroWth

beverages 2,779 0.70% vegetable products • 244.5%

plastics 1,625 6.30% Wood pulp • 46.3%

prepared vegetables, fruit 1,386 5.20% fertilizers • 44.2%

larGest export volumes
Commodity volume % ChanGe 2016/15 maJor export GroWth

Wood pulp 3,628 5.60% live animals • 228.1%

Wood & articles of Wood 904 0% vegetable products • 103.6%

plastics 727 -1.7 edible vegetables • 91.8%

bulk CarGo tonnaGe 2016 • Thousands of Metric Tons

larGest import volumes
Commodity volume % ChanGe 2016/15 maJor export GroWth

mineral fuel, oil 31,279 22.60% oil seeds, misc. Grain • 355.4%

salt, sulfur 4,479 -19.20% rubber • 83.6%

organic Chemicals 469 -11.40% plastics • 30%

larGest export volumes
Commodity volume % ChanGe 2016/15 maJor export GroWth

mineral fuel, oil 2,089 -3.80% Cereals • 55.6%

iron & steel 1,922 54.00% malt starches • 41.6%

oil seeds, misc. Grain, etc. 592 34.90% mineral fuel, oil • 26.2%

Containerize CarGo TEUs

larGest import volumes
Commodity volume % ChanGe 2016/15 maJor export GroWth

furniture 317,841 0.40% ores • 34.4%

beverages 196,646 1.70% soap & Candles • 15.4%

machinery & appliances 195,157 -3.30% aircraft & parts thereof • 15%

plastics 171,990 1.6%

larGest export volumes
Commodity volume % ChanGe 2016/15 maJor export GroWth

paper; scrap & Waste 252,474 6.30% base metals • 346.8%

automobiles 130,129 -5.10% vegetable materials • 140.5%

plastics 90,811 -6.80% vegetable fibers • 107.7%

logs, lumber, Wood 76,730 -2.30%
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notes

Developing Commercial Real 
Estate in Elizabeth Since 1920.

Wakefern food Corp. - elizabeth, nJ

Seafrigo Cold Storage - elizabeth, nJ

fedeX Corporation - elizabeth, nJ

Seafrigo/pilot freight - elizabeth, nJ

WWW.elberon.Com  |  (908) 272-7555  |  633 diviSion Street  |  elizabeth, nJ
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