
A holiday in Croatia

The two July weeks my wife and I spent in Porec in the far north west were the hottest of the 
year at 33C daily.  However, the countryside was green with acre upon acre of verdant oak 
woods, only the occasional farm breaking the green expanse.  The base soil was a limestone 
type called karst.

Below our fourth floor balcony the woods were a haven for green and great spotted 
woodpeckers, jay and hooded crow.  At 7.00am on the first morning I noticed a movement 
below on a Corsican pine.  Using my binoculars I discovered a Purple Hairstreak butterfly 
basking in the cool morning rays of the sun – I couldn’t believe my eyes.  As a follow-up to 
this event, a few days later I had to escort out of the hotel reception, on my finger, yet another 
Purple Hairstreak, seeking refuge from the midday heat. You don’t often get lucky enough to 
see these beautiful creatures up close.

A walk around the extensive hotel grounds found us in a small hay meadow. What a 
revelation it turned out to be. European Swallowtail, Clouded Yellow, Red Admiral, White-
letter Hairstreak, my first ever Black-veined White, Marbled White and several beautiful 
black and beige burnet moths, Zygaena ephiales, not yet recorded any further south than 
Austria and Switzerland.

On daily walks through the woods we found beech squirrels, black in colour, dung beetles 
and a magnificent male stag beetle. A large iridescent green beetle, Cetonia aeruginosa, 
alighted at our feet and within seconds had buried itself in the leaf litter. Throughout the day 
the songs of golden oriole and nightingale were heard. After a search of the smaller, more 
densely foliaged trees a diminutive scops owl was found. That such a tiny thin owl can 
produce such a penetrating hoot is amazing. On a large lavender bush we counted no less 
than sixteen Silver Y moths nectaring frenziedly.

In the evening we counted up to fifteen glow-worms on the roadside verges.

A visit to another hay meadow produced yet more butterflies: Langs Short-tailed Blue, Dusky 
Meadow Brown, Fentons Wood White, Mallow and Marbled Skippers and, on the outskirts, 
a Hummingbird Hawk Moth feeding on oleander blossom. During a visit to the magnificent 
Coliseum at Pula we also found Adonis Blue, Southern White Admiral, my first Southern 
Swallowtail and a female Bergers Clouded Yellow.  To cap it all was my most exciting find of 
a nectaring Queen of Spain Fritillary. How resplendent it looked in its freshly emerged 
condition.

A fitting end to a most enjoyable holiday.

Brian Hugo



Algae 

      I have occasionally used the word Aplanospore, but have not had any confidence in its use 
until recently, as I didn’t fully understand its meaning. I, along with my granddaughter Jessica 
Merritt, collected Vaucheria in a local ditch less than 500m from my home and on culture it proved 
to be V. racemosa, which is quite rare in the UK. I did not discard this rare material immediately 
on identification and after a few weeks it grew a crop of aplanospores. These vegetative 
propagules are not a feature of even a fifth of our Vaucheria species but only V. racemosa grows 
them on special short side branches so I was delighted to see them. These spores are non-motile in 
that they do not have flagella and are a rather featureless elliptical, reptilian egg shape. If you 
watch T.V. quizzes you will know that the planets are ‘wanderers’, derived from the Greek 
‘planetes’ wanderer. You don’t need to know the name of a legless dog because no matter what you 
call it, it can’t ‘Come’, well aplanospores are very much the same; they have no flagella so they 
can’t wander off.
 Now you, like me, will have every confidence in using the term aplanospore.
 
      You will be rather pleased, like me, to know that the ‘The Freshwater Algae Flora of the British 
Isles’ is being revised and that the photographs of the Vaucheria that will be featured on the 
included disc will be of Vaucheria collected locally, here in the valley of the Lune. V. dillwynii, 
already photographed by Chris Carter of Northamptonshire, has the thickest walled oogonium of 
our Vaucheria and its surface is described as scrobiculate. Yes, its surface is pitted all over in the 
manner that you have every right to expect of your golf balls which are said to travel twice as far 
as a smooth surfaced ball.

      I can’t help wondering, as we, flea like, hurtle on our elliptical orbit through space, on  our 
own planet, if we travel that wee bit faster or slower as plate tectonics vary our scrobiculation of 
valleys and mountains. A happy new orbit to you all.
      
Roy Merritt  
     
Aughton Woods 

January and February 2008 saw the completion of the SITA funded Woodland Enhancement 
project at both Aughton Woods and Warton Crag, under project officers Stephen Langhorn 
and Tom Wieckowski. The work, mostly felling of large sycamores to encourage native tree 
species, has led Natural England to change the management condition status of Lawson’s 
wood from ‘unfavourable’ to ‘unfavourable recovering’. Our NLN group in January 
(postponed for a week because of heavy rain) helped to clear up and burn brashings in the 
main clearance area at the top of the concessionary path, which now provides an attractive 
sheltered clearing in the wood. There was a fine display of bluebells in the spring, and signs 
of improving biodiversity.

Grant funding by Natural England under the Reserves Enhancement Scheme came to an end 
for us in 2008 and the Trust had to look for other sources of funding. Woodland management 
can be funded by the Forestry Commission under their Woodland Management Grant 
Scheme, if FSC certified. Assessors for the UK Woodland Assurance Standard (UKWAS), 
which provides certification, were impressed by the sycamore clearance work done in 2007/8 
and the general maintenance and survey work carried out. 



In July we had a second attempt at clearing Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera from 
the strip of Lawson’s Wood closest to the river. Only three volunteers plus Reuben turned up 
and we were worried that we would not cope with the task. But to our delight last year’s 
efforts had clearly paid off and we were easily able to clear the very much smaller quantity of 
balsam. However there is plenty more further upriver and a massive flood will bring more 
seed to the area, so we will have to keep on our guard.

Finally in November we returned to Cole Wood and a team of 5 volunteers continued with 
felling smaller sycamores with bow saws and cutting the vigorous regrowth of sycamore at 
the bottom of the wood. Reuben sliced some felled larch into planks with a crafty attachment 
to his chain saw. These planks will be used in the new year to rebuild the bridge in Burton 
Wood to make it wider and provide a hand rail. 

In January an unusual fan-shaped fungus was growing in quantity on a fallen lime tree just 
below Burton Wood. It turned out to be Schizophyllum commune, a small fungus typically 
found on sun-bleached logs in the tropics and sub-tropics! What it was doing here in the Lune 
Valley is hard to understand, though I suppose it was exposed to whatever sun was around. 
But apparently it has developed an affinity for the black polythene silage bales and is now 
found more frequently in northern Europe.

Alan Draper reported a very poor year for the nest boxes, in common with most other local 
sites. In all only 11 out of 36 boxes were occupied, and of these only 5 were successful in 
fledging young, including one pair of Pied Flycatchers and two each of Great Tit and Blue 
Tit. In November the boxes were sheltering an assortment of invertebrates. There were 
several large slugs, mostly tree slugs Lehmannia (=Limax) marginata, (which were also 
frequent exposed on the tree trunks), also a few of the larger Limax maximus. A large number 
of cocoon-like spider retreats along the edges of the lids turned out to be enclosing Clubiona 
brevipes, a small foliage spider which is not often seen, probably because it typically hides 
under the bark of trunks. The money spider Lepthyphantes minutus (a good sized money 
spider in spite of its name) and the tiny snake millipede Proteroiulus fuscus were in some of 
the boxes.

The Scaly Male Fern Dryopteris affinis has gone through several name changes over the 
years, and the experts have finally decided that there are several separate species, of which 
we definitely have two in this area, Dryopteris affinis sensu stricto and Dryopteris borreri. 
They are not easy to separate, with D borreri being especially variable. It looks as if both 
species are present in Aughton Woods, and now it would be useful to see just how 
widespread is the much less common D affinis s.s.  It would also be useful to map all the 
large ferns to work out their association with different habitats in the woodland. Any takers?

As usual we thank all the volunteers who have supported us in this work. We are always 
pleased to welcome new volunteers for both the management and survey work.

Jennifer Newton



Beetles.

This year has seen the welcome publication of an updated and complete checklist of British 
beetles (Duff 2008) and I have followed its nomenclature in my report.

Throughout the winter of 2007/2008 I kept a close watch on Orange ladybirds Halyzia 
sedecimguttata that clustered on the trunk and branches of one of the sycamore trees on 
Borwick village green.  It was possible to see four groups, each of about twenty of the adult 
ladybirds as well as numerous individuals in crevices and on the surface of the bark. They 
began to congregate in October and were still in their overwintering positions until late 
March. In my garden in Borwick a 10-spot ladybird Adalia decempunctata spent the winter 
tucked into a plant of rosemary whilst 7-spots Coccinella septempunctata could be found in 
just about every evergreen from sage plants to a bay hedge.

The very distinctive Lily beetle Lilioceris lilii seems to be quite well established in our area 
after a first sighting as recently as 1999.  This year I came across a very early specimen that 
had presumably overwintered as an adult in my unheated greenhouse, on Easter Sunday, 23rd 
March, and others were seen on lilies throughout the summer.  It is a pity that such a beautiful 
beetle should be seen as a real pest by those gardeners who try to grow the various members 
of the Liliaceae such as lilies and fritillaries in their gardens.

The Guelder Rose leaf beetle Pyrrhalta viburni can similarly cause a great deal of damage to 
the leaves of species of Viburnum such as guelder rose.  It is more common in the southern 
part of the country, absent throughout most of southern Lancashire, but with a cluster of 
records around the head of Morecambe Bay (Cox 2007): it can be found near Over Kellet 
pond and at Gait Barrows.  Most people will have seen the Vine Weevil Otiorhynchus 
sulcatus in their gardens, especially around pot plants but Brian Hugo met with the beetle on 
ragwort on Gait Barrows reserve in early September.  Also present was the snail-eating 
Silpha atrata, a species that is quite common and widespread throughout the area.  Though 
this insect is usually completely black in colour, brown forms do occur and Jennifer Newton 
discovered just such a specimen under a stone in Middlebarrow Quarry in July.

Whilst clearing rubbish from a small car park in Carnforth I noticed an unusual staphylinid 
beetle amongst the debris.  This turned out to be Deleaster dichrous a species whose 
description by Tottenham (1954) is followed by the note: “Rotten leaves, under stones, edges 
of streams, etc.; rare and local but of wide distribution.”  Don Stenhouse who is recorder for 
Cheshire Coleoptera tells me that there are no records in Manchester Museum of the species 
from north Lancashire and only one from the southern part of the county in the garden of a 
friend of mine in Ormskirk some years ago.  However, Jeremy Steeden has come across the 
beetle in his light trap on the Fylde so despite being a distinctive species and about 7 to 9 mm 
in length it is probably more widely distributed than recorded sightings suggest.

Linda Renshaw reported a sighting of the far more common and much larger staphylinid 
Ocypus olens the Devil’s Coach-horse on Yealand Allotments in October and also an example 
of the Minotaur beetle Typhaeus typhoeus.  This distinctive beetle turns up occasionally 
throughout the area but most frequently in the springtime; one was observed walking along a 
path at Gait Barrows in April.

The Cockchafer Melolontha melolontha was at one time an exceedingly abundant and 
destructive beetle; I came across a statement in Wikipedia that “in 1911, more than 20 million 
individuals were collected from 18km sq of forest.”  No doubt on the continent but I wonder 
who counted them!  The larvae live in the soil for three to four years feeding on the roots of 



grass and other plants whilst the adults feed on tree leaves.  They are far less common today 
than previously but I have seen odd ones this year in Borwick, Priest Hutton and Silverdale 
and on Gait Barrows.  They are attracted to lights, in some years in large numbers.  Roy 
Kearns reported finding as many as fifty in one night whilst operating a moth trap in his 
garden at Crag Bank during May 2007 but only observing one or two around his house 
during the same month this year when he was not running a trap.

I have continued to make regular brief visits to Gait Barrows throughout the year.  A full list 
of observations will be sent to Natural England in due course but in this report I mention one 
or two of the larger species or more interesting records.  The rich and varied woodland is an 
ideal habitat for longhorn beetles, members of the family Cerambycidae, a high proportion of 
whose larvae and pupae are associated with twigs, branches or the trunks of trees of various 
kinds.  Species recorded include Rhagium bifasciatum, probably the most widely distributed 
of the British longhorns, usually associated with conifers, R.  mordax, usually associated with 
broad- leaved trees, Grammoptera ruficornis, a smaller generally black species found on 
flowers, especially hawthorn, Stenurella melanura, a species which shows marked 
differences in colouring between the sexes, the yellow and black Rutpela maculata whose 
colouring and general movements give it a wasp-like appearance, and the even more wasp-
like Wasp beetle Clytus arietis.  The Rose chafer Cetonia aurata is a large and easily 
recognised species; Jessop (1986) states “adults are fully formed by August and overwinter in 
soil rich in decomposing vegetable matter.” On 31st March I discovered an adult under a large 
stone in peaty soil just as described but alongside it in a small cell in the earth was a larva 
that had failed to pupate. I kept it for some time to see if it had been parasitised in some way 
but, though it formed a pupal cell, it failed to complete its metamorphosis. The adults are 
occasionally seen on flowers of bushes such as elder or on the wing – a glorious sight!  In 
May the rather uncommon weevil Involvulus cupreus was beaten from hawthorn blossom. An 
example of the unusually shaped scarlet and black weevil Apoderus coryli was beaten, not 
surprisingly from hazel, as was the Nut Weevil Curculio nucum, a species with an incredibly 
long rostrum.  The females of this species lay their eggs in young hazelnuts; the larvae eat the 
kernels and eventually bore their way out from the nut to pupate in the soil.  The soldier 
beetles Cantharis cryptica, C. nigricans and Rhagonycha fulva were all beaten from trees and 
bushes during the summer.  A rather uncommon southern species of beetle that is now placed 
within the family Tenebrionidae, Gonodera luperus, which is black with pale legs and about 
eight mm in length was beaten from oak in May.  A closely related species Isomira murina, a 
long legged flower beetle, was beaten from rose blossom in June.  John Read regards this as 
an uncommon species in Cumbria (Read 2007) but I have seen it on hawthorn on Humphrey 
Head as well as occasionally in our area. 

Brian Hugo and I both found Oedemera lurida on ragwort at Gait Barrows towards the end of 
August.  
 
Jennifer Newton provided a rather battered specimen of Oedemera femoralis which she had 
found under a stone on Warton Crag, thus extending the known range of this interesting 
Nationally Scarce (Nb) species (see Thomas 2007).  She also sent me two specimens of small 
shiny ground beetles of the genus Notiophilus.  These turned out to be N. palustris and the 
very similar N. germinyi.  The first of these two from Souther Scales Bog is typical of “damp 
grassland, woodland on heavy soils and other shaded habitats” whilst the second from Lythe 
Fell is to be found on “moorland, heaths and dry grassland” (Luff 2007). Other records 
provided by Jennifer were the rather scarce click beetle Ctenicera pectinicornis from Clear 
Beck Meadow above the River Hindburn in June and the small black weevil Limnobaris t-
album associated with Carex from the raised bog on Heysham Moss in April (it occurs quite 



frequently on the similar raised bogs around the head of Morecambe Bay such as Nichols and 
Meathop mosses).

Thanks are due to everyone who has contributed records to this report.
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Birds
A wet and changeable spring resulted in many species struggling to rear their young. Several 
Sand Martin colonies on the Lune were washed out completely as were Oystercatchers and 
other waders nesting close to the river.  By contrast Lapwing and Curlew on the moorland 
edge did well with plenty of food for their young around the flooded areas.  With more nest 
boxes installed in the Lune valley woodlands the Pied Flycatcher population rose to 68 pairs. 
Productivity of nest box species was mixed, with good success in the more mature woods but 
numbers of dead young were reported from other areas. 

At Leighton Moss Bearded Tits had a good season producing at least 52 young and at least 
one Bittern nest was successful. Avocets, though, reared only 1 young but Marsh Harriers did 
well, nine young fledging from three nests. Reed Warblers suffered from a period of very 
strong easterly winds with many nests blown out but later broods were quite successful.

Stonechats continue to increase in Bowland, helped by a succession of mild winters, but 
Whinchat and Ring Ouzel in the same area appear to be in decline. Several of our summer 
visitors have been struggling in recent years. Tree Pipits no longer breed in many areas but 
this year saw a few more reports than in recent years of Spotted Flycatchers and Wood 
Warblers. Any further records of these species would be welcome. By contrast Ravens, 



Buzzards and Nuthatches continue to increase and spread. Garden bird feeders have attracted 
large numbers of Goldfinches this autumn, suggesting a good breeding season, although this 
species along with Bullfinches have  become regular at feeders over the past few years.

Little Egrets continued their amazing increase, with a peak count of 45 roosting at Leighton 
Moss. They are still mainly coastal, but singles have been seen in the Lune valley; amazing to 
think that only a few years ago it was a national rarity.  The floods resulting from heavy 
autumn rain have attracted large numbers of wildfowl and waders; the one at Warton for 
example had peaks of 170 Pintail, 400 Wigeon and 1250 Black-tailed Godwit. Numbers of 
Crossbills were reported in late summer but the bird of the autumn was the Waxwing with 
reports from several localities, especially those with a good crop of Sorbus berries.

John Wilson

Butterflies 

After the miserable non-summer of 2007, we needed a good year to pull butterfly numbers 
back up.  2008 got off to a sunny enough start in February and March with a few early 
sightings of the usual suspects, and April began dry, but temperatures were well down and too 
cold for much butterfly activity.  In May, there was a warm spell that coincided well with the 
emergence of Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina (quite good numbers at Gait Barrows, but 



now probably extinct from Eaves Wood) and Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne, 
but numbers of Pearl-Bordered were still worryingly low on many transects in the area and 
the species seems to have disappeared completely from some.  After that, the 2007 situation 
repeated itself, with so much rain that roads and houses were flooded in July.  Butterfly 
numbers plummeted and didn’t begin to pick up again until August.  In the autumn, good 
days of sunshine led to some more normal counts of Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta and Large 
White Pieris brassicae and Small White Pieris rapae in gardens. 

Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris really set in on the Gait Barrows transects with numbers 
overtaking the long-established but declining Large Skipper Ochlodes venata, and Small 
Skippers were also doing very well at Heald Brow.  Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages had a better 
year at Gait Barrows, but is still at low ebb generally.

High Brown Fritillary Argynnis adippe did quite well at some sites, but declined on others, 
and Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja continued its increase in the area, notably at Heald 
Brow.  

Wall Lassiommata megera was again very scarce, with none recorded on Gait Barrows for 2 
years - it used to be quite common there.  Warton Crag LWT bucked the general trend and 
actually had a quite good year for Wall.  Grayling Hipparchia semele did better despite the 
poor summer, but has still almost disappeared from Gait Barrows.  Meadow Brown Maniola 
jurtina numbers held up quite well and Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus increased hugely on 
Heald Brow, Jack Scout and Eaves Wood, and Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus appeared 
plentifully at Gait Barrows again.

The lack of colourful garden butterflies was noticed by many recorders, with low numbers of 
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae and Peacock Inachis io being observed.  There has been 
concern in the press about a new parasite moving northwards through Britain that lays its 
eggs on the nettle leaf, and later kills the caterpillars of the butterflies that eat the egg and 
leaf.  Small Tortoiseshell also had strikingly low numbers on most transects, or was absent 
altogether, although Peacock numbers were closer to normal.

Migrants were poor, with very few Painted Ladies Cynthia cardui, no Clouded Yellow Colias 
croceus and not many Red Admirals until autumn. The highlight of the year must be the 
Camberwell Beauty Nymphalis antiopa found and filmed at Silverdale feeding on a garden 
Buddleia – however there was no wave of migration from the east as would normally occur, 
and as a local child was heard to say, “my daddy breeds butterflies and lets them go”, its 
origins are open to question.

Laura Sivell

Chairman’s Report 
For once I am writing this well in time for the end of the year instead of the usual last minute 
rush. However I need to go away SCUBA diving with a clear conscience this Christmas. I 
was privileged to observe a turtle hatching whilst in Barbados at the beginning of November, 
and now wonder what might await us in Tenerife.



I suppose this year will be remembered for the rain, even more than the year before. It has 
nevertheless been another successful year, full of interesting recordings, summer outings and 
excellent lectures. So I hope this will be another bumper bundle of a newsletter, though each 
year it becomes more difficult to always improve on the previous edition. But we all thought 
that Marian Corkill did a splendid job as editor on her first attempt.

The good news is that we have two new members on the committee. Leslie Cochrane, our 
previous treasurer, unfortunately had to move away; our thanks to him for the sterling work 
he did. Similarly, the name of John Holding no longer appears on the winter card. John was 
secretary for many years, but fortunately is still around for advice when we need it. I know I 
mentioned his resignation last year, but it bears repeating in the light of the other changes.

Chris Workman has taken on the job of treasurer, and Stefan Hobbs has joined us to help on 
the secretarial side. Jennifer Newton, our longest standing member, still beavers away on 
your behalf and works extremely hard, not just for the committee but in other wildlife matters 
as well.  Cis Brook has taken over the task of doing the minutes, for which we have been 
very grateful and Tony Ball has taken on the arduous job of looking after the library. Finally 
come Ruth Pollock and Linda Renshaw, who regularly attend meetings and give steadfast 
support. That just about sums up your hard working committee. We would still welcome one 
or two more members, to improve the balance of the committee, so please search your 
consciences and volunteer.

Tragically, Neil Robinson, our Bees, Wasps and Ants recorder passed away during the 
Autumn. He will be sadly missed, not only throughout Lancashire and Cumbria, but 
nationally as well. He possessed a great intellect and was a wonderful fount of knowledge. 
We will miss his gentle sense of humour, his occasional pithy comment and his contributions 
to this newsletter. An appreciation of Neil’s life can be found later in this report.  

So on to next year. What will it hold for us? Well after the lecture in November on 
Brockholes, we will hopefully be arranging a visit to see how the site is developing. The 
other outings will be revealed shortly. Our website is still under development, I encourage 
you all to try and use it (www.nlng.co.uk). The more hits the better. 

So I wish you all well for 2009 even though by the time you read this we will hopefully be 
well on the way to Spring and some warmer weather.

Mike Moon

Editorial

Looking back on Summer 2008, it seems to have been a disappointing season weather-wise.  
There were certainly fewer butterflies in my garden than usual, and several of our Recorders 
comment on the effects of the rain and low temperatures.  Nevertheless, there are some 



interesting plants and animals among the various taxonomic groups, particularly those which 
are new species for the area.  The question occurs more than once: are these really complete 
newcomers or have we just not been looking carefully enough?  Do please send in your 
sightings, whether or not they are of rare species, as most of our Recorders feel they are only 
getting part of the total picture.  Further details can be found on the ‘Recorders 2009’ page.

I should like to thank everyone who has made a contribution to this newsletter and to 
encourage new contributors for next year.  Come on a field outing in the summer and record 
your thoughts for us – you do not need to be an expert, as there will always be someone on 
hand to help.  Thanks also go to Laura Sivell for typesetting the document and to John 
Holding for help with photographs.

Good hunting for 2009!

Marian Corkill

Clawthorpe Fell  30th August

We were lucky enough to have a fine day for our visit. Clawthorpe Fell is a National Nature 
Reserve but a curious one in that it has two distinct halves: one is an “island” stranded in the 
midst of the vast Holme Park Quarry. We were only able to visit the other half, accessible by 
a public footpath. The area is small (only about 5 ha) and mostly consists of damaged 
limestone pavement but it has plenty to see.

The fun started at once at the parking place by the motorway bridge. There were dozens of 
grasshoppers sunning themselves on the crash barrier. After some discussion, they were 
pronounced Chorthippus brunneus (field grasshopper) and we set off.

We then proceeded across a maize field. Vegetatively this just had the usual weeds but there 
was a caterpillar on a Stinging Nettle Urtica dioica - Pale Tussock moth Calliteara 
pudibunda - and Jennifer inevitably found a clutch of spiders including Larinioides. On a 
quick nip through a wooded area there was just enough time to note the fungus Oudmansiella 
on Beech Fagus sylvatica. Then we were on to the former limestone pavement area. This 
consists of a sloping surface of grey rock with shrubs coming in wherever there is a crevice 
to collect enough soil. I made a lengthy list of things seen – mainly plants typical of 
limestone grassland, including a few choice ones like Carline Thistle Carlina vulgaris and 
Spring Cinquefoil Potentilla neumanniana. The few remaining grikes harboured Rigid 
Buckler-fern Dryopteris submontana. There were also a few acid patches with Heather 
Calluna vulgaris and even Sundew Drosera rotundifolia. We found a variety of animals: the 
jumping spider Evarcha falcata, also the rather local woodland wolf spider Pardosa saltans, 
the green shieldbug Palomena prasina, the tiny snail Pyramidula rupestris, a toad  Bufo bufo, 
a Holly Blue butterfly Celastrina argiolus, mottled grasshoppers Myrmolettix maculatus... 
and so on. Pressing on eventually, we passed through another wooded area, pausing only to 
look at a dead woodmouse Apodemus sylvaticus, to reach Holme Park Local Nature Reserve. 
This is similar in character to Clawthorpe Fell but with more trees. At one end is a view of 
the quarry and the aforementioned “island”. There were a few species we hadn't seen already: 
Field Madder Sherardia arvensis and a Grayling Hipparchia semele were notable. (It wasn't 
a good day for flying insects). Then straight back down a path to the cars.



Martin Sherlock
.
Conservation and Planning 2008

The economic downturn seems not have stemmed the tide of major planning applications as 
yet (Lancaster Science Park), although I do wonder if some already permitted developments 
(Lundsfield Quarries) may now take years to come to fruition.  The planned development of 
Glasson Marina by British Waterways Marine Limited seems to have stalled.  We are 
uncertain as to whether newly applied planning restrictions achieved after much lobbying 
(need for EIA and an Article 4 Direction) are the cause, or the proverbial final straw in 
combination with changing economic conditions.

Onshore windfarms are likely to loom large in 2009.  City Council planners have alerted us to 
the fact that developers are focussing on high ground outside the AONBs in the north of the 
District. The Fylde is also being targeted and, in partnership with the RSPB, we have 
successfully opposed a number of damaging applications which would have adversely 
impacted on the bird populations of Morecambe Bay.  In principle the Trust is supportive of 
renewable energy but we need the right design in the right location.  Together with the RSPB, 
we have produced a Spatial Planning Guide for onshore windfarm developments in 
Lancashire (available online) and we would expect any developer to use this and the best 
practice assessment guidance produced by Scottish Natural Heritage in developing their 
projects.

On a bitterly cold day in August, to raise the profile of Marine Week, a Trust team created a 
giant octopus as part of the Morecambe Super Sandcastle competition.  We didn’t win, but 
the octopus & marine litter decorations attracted considerable interest. Still on the subject of 
sand, I am currently working on major funding bids to extend our Fylde Sand Dunes project 
to other surviving areas of dune habitat in Lancashire, including Potts Corner/Sunderland 
Point. The Fylde Dunes Management Plan, produced by Graeme Skelcher, will be available 
on the Trust’s website early next year.

Frustratingly, this autumn saw the demise of the Lancaster Wildlife Forum, which along with 
other topic Forums, has now been subsumed into the Lancaster District Sustainability 
Partnership. We shall have to see if the new way of working is more sustainable.

Early 2009 should finally see the Trust managing Freeman’s Pools – the landscaped borrow 
pit adjoining Freeman’s Wood (black poplar location) created by the Environment Agency as 
part of the Lower Lancaster Flood Alleviation Scheme.  We are also in early discussions with 
Lancaster City Council regarding the possibility of the Trust managing their landholding at 
Middleton Wood.  It is hoped that these projects, amongst others, will fund a much-needed 
assistant for Reuben Neville.

Finally, the Trust’s major 5-year volunteer development project started this summer.  Some of 
you may have attended the Volunteer Conference/Trust AGM in October, or perhaps the 
training & identification days, including some run by Dr Jennifer Newton MBE.  Training is 
free for Trust volunteers and we would welcome suggestions for further topics that people 
would find useful.

As ever, thank you very much for your support of the Trust’s work. The current climate 
makes your membership more important than ever.



Kim Wisdom
Conservation Officer for North Lancashire

 Dentdale    17th May 

Originally part of the West Riding of Yorkshire, Sedbergh Rural District, which includes 

Dentdale, was incorporated into the newly-created county of Cumbria as part of the Local 

Government reorganisation in 1974.  The River Dee, a tributary of the Lune, flows through 

the dale, meaning that communication with south Cumbria is certainly easier than with the 

rest of Yorkshire to the east. This gives a degree of logic to the change which may not have 

been appreciated by the locals.  However, the region remains within the Yorkshire Dales 

National Park and the Dales Way long- distance footpath runs along the length of the dale.

Dentdale was settled by the Vikings in the 10th century.  It is a farming community with 

scattered homesteads along the valley floor.  The only village within the dale is Dent with its 

picturesque cobbled streets and the 12th century church of St Andrew.  Rebuilt in 1417 and 

further restored since, it has a fine Norman tower, pillared nave and arched doorway. Inside is 

a memorial to the geologist Adam Sedgwick (1785 – 1873).  Son of the local vicar, he was 

educated at Sedbergh School and Cambridge University where he became a professor.  He is 

also commemorated by a pink granite fountain in the centre of the village.  In the 18th century 

the village was also noted for its knitters, both men and women.  They knitted socks and 

gloves, often while walking to and from their work in the field, to provide an extra income 

for the family.

A small party of seven had gathered in the car park and with our leader Cis Brook we walked 

through the village, past the church and along the road to reach the River Dee at Church 

Bridge.  A pair of Dippers patrolled swiftly up and down the stream and under the bridge.  

Swallows and House Martins swooped around; Oystercatchers were seen and later heard.

Our outward path was along the River Keld, a small tributary of the Dee.  A Holly (male) Ilex 

aquifolium was full of flower, as were Crab Apple Malus sylvestris and Bird Cherry Prunus 

padus in the neighbouring fields. Alongside the stream were expanses of Ramsons Allium 

ursinum scattered with Water Avens Geum rivale and Pignut Conopodium majus.  A few 

Primroses Primula vulgaris were still flowering in the banks along with the occasional 

Opposite-leaved Saxifrage 



Chrysosplenium oppositifolium.

A carpet of Kingcups Caltha palustris attracted us across a footbridge into a wet meadow 

where Common Spike-rush Eliocharis palustris, Water Horsetail Equisetum fluviatile, Marsh 

Stitchwort Stellaria palustris and Brooklime Veronica beccabunga also grew.  Further along 

the stream were Dog Violet Viola canina, Wild Arum Arum maculatum and a single plant of 

Meadow Saxifrage Saxifraga granulata.  Two species of Alchemilla, A. xanthochlora and 

A.glabra, were identified growing side by side.

Leaving the stream we crossed a meadow to a barn with many striking orange lichens. 

Among them were the foliose Xanthoria sp. growing on the slate roof, and the crustose 

Caloplaca flavescens  on the stone walls.  A bridleway ascended the hill away from the 

valley, bordered by a moss-covered bank beneath the hedge.  Almost permanently moist due 

to drainage from the ‘rush-meadow’ above, it provided the perfect habitat for a wide variety 

of flora – Bush and Bitter Vetch Vicia sepium and Lathyrus linifolius, Tutsan Hypericum 

androsaemum, Greater Stitchwort Stellaria holostea, Great Burnet Sanguisorba officinalis – 

and many more.

As we traversed the frequently flooded path leading to the River Dee we watched a large 

queen Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidarius  foraging amongst the Marsh Thistles 

Cirsium palustre, and noted the Alternate-leaved Saxifrage Chrysosplenium alternifolium 

growing in a small stream.

The lunch spot was on the stony river bank amongst the abundant Butterbur Petasites 

hybridus, entertained by a Pied Wagtail.  As we returned along the river embankment we 

found Bistort Persicaria bistorta, Bugle Ajuga reptans and Wood Cranesbill Geranium 

sylvaticum beside the path, and Yellow Rattle Rhinanthus minor just coming into flower in 

the adjoining meadow.  A search of the stones by the river near Church Bridge revealed only 

a single Common Mayfly Ephemera danica whilst a sweep of the vegetation netted just two 

spiders, Theridion pallens and Tetragnatha montana.  Lifting stones along the tops of the 

various walls enabled Jennifer to add Amaurobis fenestralis, Textrix denticulata and Segestria 

senoculata  to her list of spiders for the day.



Our thanks to Cis for leading such an enjoyable walk on a blustery and showery day in an 

area of dramatic countryside, rich in natural history.

Sheila Weir

Dragonflies

There were some worrying features about 2008, not the least the second consecutive grotty 
summer but some other species seemed to do very well and were seen in profusion on the 
few decent days.  The worries centre on the Darter Sympetrum family where there appears to 
be a likelihood that Red-veined Sympetrum fonscolombii may not have successfully bred at 
Middleton, one of the two sites in northern England cited as ‘established’.  Even more 
surprising was the complete lack of any fully authenticated records of Ruddy Darter 
Sympetrum sanguineum as far as I am aware.  

The following reports of interest were received as well as other valuable dragonfly atlas data.  
The number of sightings submitted via the Lancaster and District BW Society insect page 
was very useful and it seems that this might be the best easy recipient of casual records.  
Please do include the 6-figure grid reference so the sighting can be logged on MapMate.  
Tony Riden is entering Cumbrian dragonfly/butterfly etc. records posted on this site records 
on MapMate.  Thanks to Tony for this.  This report is limited to VC60, the Lancashire part of 
our recording area plus Dalton Parish! 
  
It was not a very numerate year for dragonflies – maybe the weather on any given day didn’t 
stay suitable for long enough - with the only double-figure counts submitted for common 
species being 125 Blue-tailed Damselflies Ischnura elegans at Aldcliffe on 4/8 and 100+ 
Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum at Freeman’s wood on 27/9.  Other records:

Red-veined Darter (Sympetrum fonscolombii)
A male was seen over the water at the usual Middleton site on 1/7.  There is some dispute 
over whether tenerals recorded there on 7-9/6 should even be remotely considered as being 
this species.  However, there has not been a track-record of early Common Darter at this site 
and it would surely be strange if early emergence had been prompted by fast development 
through the cool 2007 summer and early 2008!  What is clear is that these insects did not 
appear to survive and there was a collection of Pied Wagtails and the ONLY local Jackdaws 
(rare at Heysham!) feeding on dopey, torpified, teneral dragonflies during the whole of the 
2008 summer, starting with the damselflies in late May.  I would personally suspect these 
insects were Red-veined.

Ruddy Darter (Sympetrum sanguineum)
No records received and known sites searched – please try and back up any claims with 
photos.  Thanks.

Black Darter (Sympetrum danae)
Still hangs in at Heysham Nature reserve but only two individuals reported (21/9).  Plenty on 
the more usual acidic moorland sites and also seen at Heysham Moss



Four-spotted Chaser (Libellula quadrimaculata)
Usual good numbers in the Middleton/Heysham areas, with peaks of 59 at Middleton on 7/6 
and 14 on the HNR dog-walk pond on 9/6.  Not well-recorded elsewhere with 2 in SD66D on 
20/5 being the most unusual.

Broad-bodied Chaser (Libellula depressa)
Refuses to “take-off” in the Heysham/Middleton area, but is becoming well-established 
around Silverdale and over the border at Foulshaw (up to 10).  Bankwell was the best site in 
2008 with a maximum of 3 males & 3 females on 2/6.  One at Heysham Moss on 11/5 was 
notable.

Black-tailed Skimmer (Orthetrum cancellatum)
The original site of colonisation in this area at Middleton was a little windswept this year but 
still produced a good peak of 16 on 15/6, all but two on the ‘model boat’ pond.  Plenty of 
scattered reports in the Silverdale area, but a distinct lack from elsewhere.  Please continue to 
post sightings of this species away from Middleton/Silverdale area

Brown Hawker (Aeshna grandis)
This species appears to be most abundant on Lancaster canal with a peak of 35 between the 
crematorium and Ridge Hill on 30/8.  Other concentrations included 8 at Back Wood, near 
Silverdale and ones and twos at a wide variety of lowland water bodies including Happy 
Mount Park.

Common Hawker (Aeshna juncea)
This species can be hard to locate once the Migrants Hawker are in profusion from mid-
August.  Several of the expected records from upland sites but the only lowland records were 
from Aldcliffe on 28/7 and ones and twos around Heysham/Middleton

Migrant Hawker (Aeshna mixta)
No huge counts this year and the weather was not brilliant for much of the emergence period.  
Some figures:  13 at Freeman’s Wood on 27/9, 21 at Leighton on 25/9 and a peak of 24 at 
Middleton/Heysham in late September.  

Southern Hawker (Aeshna cyanea)
Notable was a count of 10 at Leighton Moss on 11/9

Emperor (Anax imperator)
No dramatic numbers with a peak of just 14 at Middleton on 27/7 and no other sites reporting 
double-figures.  Two at Gresgarth Hall on 13/7 was a new site

Golden-ringed Dragonfly (Cordulegaster boltonii)
Poorly recorded this year with the only notable record being a singleton at Gresgarth Hall on 
13/7      

Banded Demoiselle (Calopteryx splendens)
Recorded on the Keer near Pine Lake, on the Conder near Conderside and, better still, by the 
Snab on the River Lune on 7/6.  All records please.

Thanks to Linda Renshaw, Tony Riden, Dan Haywood, Jon Carter, Eddy Bayton, Pete 
Woodruff, Steve Bullen, Sue & Finn Bugge, J Chadwick, Jim Beattie, Jean Roberts & 
Reuben Neville for records.  Colin Whittle undertook a weekly census, when the weather was 
suitable, at Middleton Industrial Estate.



Pete Marsh
 
  

Ferns
There have been some new tetrad records this year.  I was pleased to see Narrow Buckler 
Fern Dryopteris carthusiana in Eaves Wood, Silverdale, in a damp hollow amongst the 
limestone.  It is more often found in wet woodland and fen carr but I have seen this species in 
a similar habitat at Whitbarrow and Gait Barrows.

In the Deep Cutting on the Lancaster Canal I noted a robust specimen of Black Spleenwort 
Asplenium adiantum-nigrum in the retaining wall of the western embankment close to the 
footpath.  In woodland or hedge banks this species often has larger fronds with a differing 
form than those found on walls in more exposed situations within the City of Lancaster.  At 
another location in the cutting on the same embankment was a small colony of Hard Shield 
Fern Polystichum aculeatum and close by a colony of Soft Shield Fern Polystichum setiferum 
covering a much larger area.  In a mixed population of these two species, the hybrid P x 
bicknellii is sometimes present.

This section of the Lancaster Canal has an interesting pteridophyte flora, due in part to its 
location on the wooded embankments of the Deep Cutting with the canal as a water body at 
its base. It is sheltered from the prevailing westerly winds yet has an adequate level of 
rainfall and these factors, together with the ameliorating effects of the atlantic climate, have 
helped the habitat evolve to what we see today.  In winter, when the tree canopy opens up and 
the sunlight pours in, the evergreen ferns are clear for all to see, along with bramble, dog’s 
mercury and ivy, the last spreading along the woodland floor, clothing tree trunks and 
festooning the leafless branches.  

From woodland I go to a more exposed site where land meets the sea in 10km sq 34, at Fluke 
Hall near Pilling.  It is just outside our recording area but within VC60.  Here I found a suite 
of ferns thriving in the shelter of limestone blocks and rubble forming the sea wall. These 
were Maidenhair Spleenwort Asplenuim trichomanes ssp. quadrivalens, Wall Rue Asplenium 
ruta-muraria, Hart’s tongue Fern Asplenium scolopendrium, Male Fern Dryopteris filix-mas, 
Rustyback Fern Ceterach officinarum and Intermediate Polypody Polypodium interjectum.  
The last two are new records for SD34.   These species are associated with walls of various 
types of construction and also natural rock formations. The sea wall is a less familiar habitat 
and it was pleasing to see them there.  Maybe given suitable conditions for germination and 
growth, some unusual and unsuspected fern habitats await discovery. 

Thanks must go to Jennifer Newton who has identified some locations for ferns that are less 
common and probably less well known generally in our area. The first of these is the Water 
Fern Azolla filiculoides inhabiting the surface of a small pond in Hornby.  It is not a native 
plant, having been introduced to the British Isles in the 19th century from the Americas.  Our 

recording area is one of its most northerly outposts. It is invasive in nature and can be seen 
covering stretches of the Lancaster Canal in the summer months.  A hybrid Polypody, 
Polypodium x mantoniae (P. interjectum x vulgare), is exciting news, a difficult polypody to 



identify in situ with few field characteristics to assist positive identification; suffice it to say 
‘the devil is in the detail’.  Because of this difficulty with hybrids and the genus as a whole, 
they are most probably under-recorded.  Finally, other interesting records were for Scaly 
Male Fern, both Dryopteris borreri and D. affinis, and Beech Fern Phegopteris connectilis in 
Hindburndale.

Roy Copson

Fish 

There were big floods on the River Lune in January 2008 with a lot of gravel movement in 
the Tebay area. Floods on this scale can cause serious damage to salmon and sea trout 
spawning areas when the sheer force of water moves huge amounts of gravel. Areas of 
riverbed previously suitable for spawning can be left devoid of gravel when it is swept 
downstream to be dumped in a deep narrow band on a corner where the current slackens off. 
Redds (troughs in the gravel where salmon / sea trout have deposited eggs) can be completely 
washed out. The effects of these gravel movements will not be seen for four years when fish 
from this spawning should be returning to the river from the sea.

Pleasingly the River Lune had an above average run of salmon again this year. This may be 
due to the sustained efforts of the Habitat and Hatchery groups. Salmon stocks should also 
benefit from the buying out of the Irish Drift nets.

There are still odd salmon infected with Anisakis simplex showing up in catches. Reports in 
the Angling Press suggest this parasitic nematode worm is on the increase where it has 
appeared in English and Welsh rivers. The presence of this worm is identified by a swollen/
bleeding vent (anal opening). Anisakis simplex can cause serious illness in humans and 
anglers are warned to ensure that any infected fish are thoroughly cooked before being eaten. 
(I do hope this fish parasite does not affect the   recovering otter populations in local rivers).

Sea trout numbers were down again on the River Lune which is very worrying. A few sea 
trout were seen making their way up the River Keer but I only succeeded in counting 16 
redds in November which is an abysmal number. However I did see more small brown trout 
in the higher reaches which is better news.

The surprise of the year came in February when I found a huge dead pike at the waters edge 
on the banks of the River Keer above Millhead. It was very fresh, not having been there the 
previous day when I had passed by on my way to cut willows. The female pike measured 33" 
long with an estimated weight of 25lbs. A large chunk of flesh had been bitten off behind the 
head, the stomach was torn open and most of the thousands of eggs she was carrying had 
disappeared. I can’t imagine anything other than an otter being strong enough to drag a fish 
of this size from the water. 

On a recent visit to Morecambe I watched a solitary trawler operating out in the bay. When I 
was at school in Morecambe in my teenage years there was a fleet of about 24 local trawlers 
supplying Morecambe Bay Trawlers with flatfish and shrimps for sale. How sad there are 
only a few local trawlers left still fishing out of Morecambe.



Linda Renshaw        

Flowering Plants
It wasn't a good year for botanising, not because the plants didn't grow but because the 
weather discouraged people from going out to look at them. Still, the hardier members of our 
group managed to get out and about and through the miracle of MapMate I got a few hundred 
more records for 2008, many from people I've never heard of.  Indeed, through the miracle of 
MapMate I've been getting records from a century ago or so. Truly, information technology is 
a marvellous thing. It's striking the number of records from that time of the likes of 
Corncockle Agrostemma githago and Hairy Buttercup  Ranunculus sardous that have now 
vanished from our countryside except perhaps from ‘wild flower seed’ mixtures. And what 
was it that happened in 1964 that there should be such a lot of records from that year?

But back to the present. Juniper Juniperus communis seems to be reasonably common on the 
limestone locally (eg, a record this year from Jennifer Newton on Warton Crag, 6 males 4 
females) but appears to be in steep decline in the acid uplands. So it was nice to hear of a new 
site from that area, by Foxdale Beck, opposite Cocklett Scar (SD57406099). Three bushes, 
“ancient, gnarled and sheep-rubbed, but bearing copious fruit”, the recorder says.

Brian Hugo sent in several records, as ever. He noted Dwarf Spurge Euphorbia exigua on 
Gait Barrows (SD483774). It's been seen here before, but not recorded since 2000. Sporadic 
appearance is the way of life for many annuals of course – or has it been seen and just not 
recorded? Anyway, it's good to know it survives in the area.

Eric Greenwood has as ever been working at Stakhanovite levels. Frustratingly his records 
through MapMate are only localised to tetrad. An example is a new site (apparently) for 
Barberry Berberis vulgaris at SD47X (north of Warton Crag). “Alien” he says, but how can 
he be sure? Who grows this species in their garden? There are other nearby sites, as for 
instance at Jack Scout noted by Brian Hugo. It's been there a few years – one of those 
mysterious 1964 records was probably the same site – but repeat records are always 
welcome.

As, for instance, the rediscovery by Jennifer Newton of Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem Gagea 
lutea in Cringlebarrow Wood (SD49537554). This was very likely noted in 1964 too and 
more definitely in 1990. The difficulty here is that the plant rarely flowers and the leaves 
look a lot like bluebell. I've heard a rumour that this also grows on the Lancaster-Morecambe 
cycle path, on the face of it an unlikely site, unless a human introduction.

Human introduction must surely be the reason why Fritillary Fritillaria meleagris is to be 
found in an obscure corner of Heysham Nature Reserve, but why it should be just where it is 
and nowhere else is another mystery. It's been duly photographed anyway.

Finally, what to me is the most intriguing record, that of Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis 
pyramidalis in SD57B (near Warton). This hasn't been recorded in north Lancashire for a 
century – as far as I know anyway. In this case MapMate has no records at all. Has it been 
lurking unseen all this time? Has someone surreptitiously planted it? Here I suppose a tetrad 



record is reasonable – if the site became generally known then some idiot would likely come 
and pick it, or even dig it up.

Martin Sherlock

Foulshaw Cumbria Wildlife Trust reserve   17th August

The outing to Foulshaw Moss attracted only four NLN members and two from Grange 
Natural History Society. We met and were shown round by Simon Thomas, warden of the 
reserve for several months during the absence of the regular warden, John Dunbavin. He told 
us that there had been sightings of an Osprey recently, and we might be lucky.

In the car park we found the distinctive Harvestman Dicranopalpus ramosus, before moving 
off onto the board walk. The first stop was a pile of chippings, with some wolf spiders and 2 
species of grasshoppers, both the Common Green Grasshopper Omocestus viridulus and the 
Field Grasshopper Chorthippus brunneus, which obligingly settled on a hand to be 
photographed and examined. The latter species was unexpected here, as it is normally found 
on well drained grassland especially on limestone. We decided it must have been brought in 
with the limestone chippings used on the main track and some footpaths. 

Management of this reserve has involved an enormous amount of felling of conifers, once 
planted as a crop but now draining the mossland, and cleared to restore the internationally 
important habitat. However there are Red Squirrels, whose survival may depend on the 
conifers. Simon led us along the boardwalk constructed across the north-western section of 
the vast reserve, Bellart How Moss, which was least affected by the conifer plantings and was 
a colourful display of flowering heather at this time.

There were many signs of spiders, some orb-webs, many more silken retreats. Some 
conspicuous retreats in bare heather branches were like tents, covered with remains of insect 
meals and standing above three-dimensional, scaffolding type webs. These belonged to two 
species of Theridion, T sisyphium and T impressum, small spiders with attractive patterns on 
their abdomens.  Retreats of Larinioides cornutus tied together flowering heads of grasses. 
We found one uncommon species Cheiracanthium erraticum in a large retreat low down in 
the heather. We watched a red-tailed bumblebee being caught and wrapped up in silk by a 
large orb-web spider, Araneus quadratus.  There were many specimens of this spider, hiding 
in retreats at the edges of large orb-webs. Their colours fitted remarkably with the colour of 
the vegetation; one was like a gooseberry in Birch leaves, there were red ones in the heather 
and brown ones in dead stems and dead leaves. Tiny retreats at the tips of dead heather stems 
enclosed the small cribellate spider Dictyna arundinacea.

After a brief heavy shower a Tiger Beetle Cicindela campestris appeared in the sunshine, as 
did several lizards warming themselves on the boardwalk.  We saw a Black Darter 
Sympetrum danae at rest, and Simon explained that on cloudy days like this they warm 
themselves by resting in prominent positions.

Simon led us round the board walk to a newly-erected viewing platform with a fine view out 
over the Moss. On a warmer day or evening this would be a fine place to spend a few hours 



watching for birds or mammals. Today we spent more time finding spiders on the timbers of 
the structure underneath the platform, including the common money spider Liniphia 
triangularis, the wolf spider Pisaurus mirabilis with a white stripe, and a straw coloured 
Araneus diadematus, which perfectly matched the pale pine timbers of the platform. We 
returned to the cars along the waterlogged ‘road’ for lunch, finding on the way a dark brown 
specimen of Araneus quadratus on some brown dead heather.
 
After lunch we went out again to a small lagoon just off the boardwalk where we saw another 
Black Darter and the attractive Emerald Damselfly Lestes sponsa, males with a deep green 
body and a pale blue tail. Further on, across very rough terrain (where an extension of the 
boardwalk will be built by volunteers, including the two on our outing, in the near future) we 
found more Orthoptera, the Bog Bush Cricket Metrioptera brachyptera, Meadow 
Grasshopper Chorthippus parallelus and the Groundhopper Tetrix undulata, all typical of wet 
sites. With the two species already seen, this makes an impressive number of species for a 
site this far north. Further spiders of interest included Agalenatea redii, rare and mostly 
coastal this far north, but found on both sand dunes and mosses, and an immature jumping 
spider Evarchus sp. with markings like the rare southern Evarcha arcuata. It was kept to rear 
through to maturity.

Finally, in the car park, we had fine views of the dragonflies, Common Darter Sympetrum 
striolatum and Common and Southern Hawkers Aeshna juncea and A. cyanea, which 
obligingly settled on trees by the cars. A friendly birdwatcher, laden with tripods and long 
lenses, returned from a vain Osprey hunt. We heard later by email that Simon had seen the 
Osprey just an hour after we left. Clearly we must have another enjoyable visit.

David and Jennifer Newton

Fungi

“We have reached the end of another poor season for mushrooms and toadstools ….”  Not 
our words but those of Peter Marren in the December issue of ‘British Wildlife’ writing about 
fungi in the Wiltshire area.  Just like here in north-west England, and just like last year.

After a promising start in August, fungi just stopped coming.  Brian Jago brought us a bagful 
from Gait Barrows.  These showed that Entoloma species were particularly abundant. 
E.excentricum once again showed that it is well established in the Morecambe Bay 
limestones whilst rare elsewhere in England.  (The late John Leedal sent a collection from 
Trowbarrow Quarry to Kew in 1985 – one of the earliest records.)  The same can be said for 
E.queletii which most mycologists from south of our region have not even heard of, never 
mind seen.  It is often frequent under yew trees.  Not because it is mycorrhizal, which it 
probably isn’t, but prefers the lack of competition from other vegetation.  Its other preferred 
habitat is very rotten moss-covered stumps.

We did find one other unusual Entoloma species at Gait Barrows, growing in areas where the 
surface limestone has been removed – areas which in most years are very dry.  There was a 
lot of it and it was growing where we often walk, on part of the Yew Trail. It was unlike most 
other Entolomas since it was small, recurved, deeply depressed (infundibuliform), glossy and 
dark brown; easy to miss.  We have a name for it, but are reluctant to accept it as valid 
because it seems to be very rare at the European level. Entoloma friedolfingense was first 
found in an Austrian garden, but there is also at least one collection from France.  It will have 
to go for expert confirmation.



Turning to the role of fungi in ecology, many forest trees and some small shrubs (Creeping 
Willow and Rock-rose are just two) form mycorrhizae with many species of fungi.  In a 
mycorrhiza, fungal mycelium and fine tree roots combine in such a way that nutrients can be 
interchanged to the benefit of both tree and fungus.  Fungi lack chlorophyll so they cannot 
photosynthesise and hence they must obtain carbohydrates from the host tree. In return the 
tree obtains nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphates more easily via the fungus, especially 
in poor soils, since fungal hyphae range over a wider area than fine tree roots.

Some plants too contain no chlorophyll and hence cannot photosynthesise. Among the better 
known are Yellow Bird’s Nest Monotropa hypopitys, Bird’s Nest Orchid Neottia nidus-avis, 
and Coralroot Orchid Corallorhiza trifida in the UK, and the Indian Pipe Plant Monotropa 
uniflora in N. America.  Such plants have for many years been mistakenly described as 
saprophytic on decaying organic matter. More accurately, they tap into existing mycorrhizae 
between a fungus and a tree gaining all the nutrients they require from them and giving 
nothing in return.  They are, in fact, parasitic rather than saprophytic.  This has only been 
accepted fairly recently by British botanists as a result of the publication of up-to-date 
research, but was accepted over 25 years ago in Canada in relation to the Indian Pipes.

The Yellow Bird’s Nest was recorded by Pat Livermore as rare in limestone woods in north 
Lancashire. We have been told that it was formerly found at Woodwell, Silverdale, but has 
not been seen there for some years.  This plant is known to be parasitic on the mycorrhiza 
between Tricholoma cingulatum (Girdled Knight) and Creeping Willow Salix repens.  It is 
found with these associations at Sandscale Haws.  The only other record we have of this 
Tricholoma in this area so far is at Trowbarrow Quarry with Goat Willow Salix caprea in 
October 2004.  We have subsequently looked for the Monotropa there in July this year 
without success, but the ground appears too stony.  Whilst the Tricholoma is necessary for the 
growth of the Monotropa, its presence does not guarantee this.  T. terreum (Grey Knight), 
recorded at Gait Barrows by Pat Livermore in 1982, and found with Pines is also parasitised 
by the Monotropa.

Similar associations also occur entirely within the Fungal Kingdom. Suillus bovinus (Bovine 
Bolete) is always mycorrhizal with Pinus.  Sometimes Gomphidius roseus (Rosy Spike, 
another bolete, but one having gills instead of pores) is found close by.  It is now known that 
the Gomphidius is parasitic on the mycorrhiza formed between the Suillus and the Pine.  
These two fungi are often seen together at Moor Piece LWT Reserve near Bashall Eaves and 
at Cliburn Moss NNR near Penrith.  It is almost certain that there are other such associations 
which have not yet been proven. There are clearly conservation issues resulting from this.  
Clearing a small area of scrub willow may inadvertently ensure the disappearance of any 
Tricholoma cingulatum along with any Monotropa which is (or might in future have been) 
associated with it.  

It has been suggested that mycorrhizae first arose as plants began to colonise the land some 
400 million years ago and that they helped in the development of the first root systems.  We 
can best finish by quoting Spooner and Roberts:
“Even today, it is mycorrhizae, not roots, which are the chief organs of nutrient uptake in 
plants, occurring in over 90% of plant species.” 

So perhaps fungi do have a valid claim to be the most important organisms on the planet.

Reference
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John and Sheila Weir

Heysham Nature Reserve and Heysham Moss

Another year already gone and writing this account is always a great way to look back on 
another cycle of seasons on the reserve. While I never try to give a comprehensive account of 
the monitoring or management work on the reserve as these are covered in much greater 
depth within the individual group accounts, it is always nice to pick up on some of the year’s 
highlights, often albeit with a slightly personal bias.

Monitoring work even on a small site such as Heysham can constantly throw in a few 
surprises, and while the coverage at Heysham in terms of recording continues to be excellent 
and across a broad spectrum of different groups, I continue to be amazed at how different 
each year can be.

Plants may be one group that could be least expected to turn up something new. However, 
even here there were a few new discoveries. Bee Orchids Ophrys apifera have always been a 
feature of the flora on the reserve here and usually attract a few visitors every year for these 
alone. Although certainly in my time restricted to the stony margins of the grasslands on the 
main part of the reserve, 2008 seemed to be a particularly good year for this species and well 
over 50 flowering spikes were counted throughout the meadow on the plateau area. Another 
interesting discovery was the presence of Autumn Gentian Gentianella amarella on the 
British Energy ‘non-operational land’ adjacent to the reserve. The bare stony ground, largely 
of crushed limestone, which was previously used as a contractors’ area during the building of 
the power station, is certainly ideal habitat, but it was only this year while doing a Grayling 
survey was it noticed. However while quite abundant here, it could not be located on the 
reserve itself a mere 150 metres away. Perhaps a more unusual find were several Fritillary 
Fritillaria meleagris plants on the edge of the wet fen areas in the north east corner of the 
reserve. A number of flower heads were of the distinctive chequered pattern while some were 
plain white. Obviously introduced at some stage, it was seen in an area cleared the previous 
winter suggesting that it may have been present on the reserve for a number of years. We will 
look closely for its reappearance in future years.

Moth recording seems to produce new site records on a virtually annual basis, with this year 
being no exception. This was helped in part by John Girdley’s rigorous collection and 
identification this year, of some of the smaller often ‘ignored’ micros that appear in the hut 
trap. No doubt the highlight of the year was the Cosmopolitan on the 20th of August, being 
the first record for this species in the north west area, although it is certainly not the most 
attractive, with many of the relatively common Heysham species easily picking up that 
distinction. 

This year seems to have been a poor year for both dragonflies and butterflies. Transect walks 
for the latter have been difficult to fit in around either wet or windy weather all summer. 
Despite this, it was very promising to see counts of Small Heath picking up again, along with 
good counts of Holly Blue and Small Copper. The short turf in the heathland area, where 
there is abundant Sheep’s Sorrel still seems to be the main location for site records of the 
latter.



With the loss of Steve Sudworth’s dedicated efforts on small mammal trapping that we had in 
2007, mammal records were back to casual records this year. However the increased number 
of stoat sightings seems to have been a feature this year, with even a curious individual 
venturing in through the open office door during early morning ringing activities! During the 
summer, individuals were seen regularly across the reserve.

Turning lastly to perhaps the most widely covered group on the site, the usual bird ringing 
activities and general coverage has continued as ever with a huge number of hours put in 
throughout the year, providing valuable ringing data and contributing to migration studies. As 
for the last 26 years, the results are brought together in the annual observatory report, which 
provides a detailed record of the work carried out on the reserve. Given the variety and 
number of records it is always difficult to pick out some of the highlights, although this year 
we had a clear winner with the White-throated Sparrow on 6th May, which was identified and 
ringed by Alan Draper and Andrew Cadman. An attractive looking bird, and one I actually 
got to see, it attracted quite considerable interest, with even a piece about it on Radio 
Lancashire!  

This year saw Nicola Estill and Phil Dykes working at various times in the role of North 
Lancashire Community Officer and between them they put together an extensive and varied 
programme running through from April, with an Easter holiday mini-beast event, to October 
with a weekend bryophyte workshop, the latter including field visits to Heysham Moss and 
Warton Crag. Work was also finally completed this year on the Field Centre, with funding 
coming from the Lancashire Environmental Fund (LEF) and British Energy. Volunteers also 
helped with the repainting and while there are still a few small outstanding jobs the centre is 
now weatherproof and fully functional. While the bryophyte workshop was the only event to 
use the completed centre this year, we are hoping to expand the range of activities at the 
centre next year and will be working closely with the Wildlife Trust’s education centre at 
Penwortham to increase the number of school visits and after-school activities, along with 
our usual programme of events.    

Management work on site followed the regular annual cycle and was supported as ever by the 
invaluable volunteer team, swelled this year by several new ‘regulars’. One of the more 
unusual projects this year has been centred around the old second world war pill box which is 
in the north west corner of the reserve. Recently there have been numerous reports and papers 
on the construction of artificial bat roosts, or conversion of derelict buildings into roosts. Old 
pill boxes can readily be converted with their thick walls providing a stable temperature 
environment, making them particularly suitable as roost sites. Scrub has now been cleared 
from around the building to allow the conversion works and provide suitable flight lines into 
the structure. In the new year, following appropriate surveys for any bats already using the 
building, it will be sealed off, leaving appropriate entrance spaces for bat access, along with 
modifications internally to provide suitable roosting niches.

I finished off last year’s report about Heysham Moss with the hope that evidence of 
successful management work on the areas of rush pasture in the form of returning breeding 
waders was not too far off. As you can imagine then, there was great excitement when a pair 
of Lapwing and a pair of Redshank appeared to be holding territory at the beginning of April. 
While both pairs of birds were seen regularly through the first part of the month, only the 
Lapwings stayed but did fledge at least three young. There was also early promise of 
Grasshopper Warbler with a singing bird heard towards the end of April, which also very 
obligingly provided some of the best views I’ve ever had of this elusive species, although 
sadly not heard again. Given the success of the Lapwing this year, we doubled our efforts 
with the rush management, and carried out two cuts, one at the beginning of August and the 



other in mid-September. The difference is already noticeable, with the dominance of rush 
considerably reduced, and we hope to further our chances of success next year by trialling 
late winter cut ‘Lapwing’ plots in addition to the winter grazing already in place.

The whole reserve has now been put into Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) which will help 
fund ongoing management work. As part of our HLS agreement we have introduced a year-
round grazing regime, with the northern meadow to be summer grazed and managed as fen 
habitat, with the aim of maintaining the botanical diversity within this area. Summer grazing 
will be made possible with the introduction of a water supply to the meadows in the early 
part of 2009.

2008 also saw successful bids to both Natural England and the County Council through their 
‘Our Moors, Our Planet’ fund to complete the final restoration works on the central Moss 
itself. The project, which is part of a wider Trust ‘mossland’ project, will see the removal of 
the remaining birch trees from the edge of the central dome as well as further bunding work, 
and will hopefully complete the ‘re-wetting’ process at the site. Given the scale of the works, 
specialist contractors will be brought in, with work expected to begin in mid January.    

This year also seemed to pass without the problems of last year’s series of fires, possibly 
helped by a very wet summer and certainly some of the areas are now showing signs of 
recovery with some active growth of Sphagnum mosses.   

As always, I must say a huge thank you to all those who have helped with both recording and 
management work on the North Lancashire sites over the last year. I have enjoyed being a 
part of the work on all our sites and working with you all, and hope you have too. I’m 
looking forward already to what 2009 might hold in store.

Further details about the wildlife of Heysham this year can be found in the Heysham 
Observatory Annual Report, available from the reserve hut or from the Leighton Moss shop.

Reuben Neville
North Lancashire Reserves Officer

Heysham Office Number: 01524 855030
Mobile: 07979 652138
Email: rneville@lancswt.org.uk  

 Lichens
Progress was made with one of my indicator species, as can be seen on the map, and a 
success of the year was seeing my first Usnea subfloridana on a growing tree as distinct from 
the other sightings which had been on felled ones. This was in Roeburndale on private land 
and our field trip was on a very wet morning which did not encourage a thorough search for 
other interesting specimens. 

In a previous report I did suggest that knowledge of felled or fallen trees would assist in 
recording and this worked very well in West Field and Potts Wood on Warton Crag. In the 
absence of ascending equipment which David Attenborough has used to good effect, this is 
the only way I will be able to see what is growing in the canopy. I discovered for myself a 
considerable felled area on National Trust land near Hazelwood farm Silverdale and was 
amazed at the complete lack of lichens.



Leslie Cochrane was very helpful by suggesting that I looked at some Sorbus trees which had 
been planted in a development area near the old Morecambe Grammar School. Although only 
young, the trees had an excellent lichen cover with Evernia prunastri dominant giving the 
first central Morecambe record. I will be monitoring these trees to see if the lichens survive!

A repeat visit to Torrisholme crematorium revealed a Lombardy poplar near the exit with 
probably the best lichen cover of any tree in the area. Again this was a planted tree and the 
lichens may have been introduced from another area of the country.

I still have many areas still to visit and slowly my lichen knowledge is increasing. I am 
hoping to lead a field trip next spring with an emphasis on lichens. This will start at Coldwell 
Parrock near Gait Barrows. This is a reserve owned by the Arnside and Silverdale Landscape 
Trust. I have found a good selection of lichens at the site and look forward to help in 
increasing the records.

Brian Carlyle    

 

Lune Millennium Park        24th July 

The group walked from the Millennium Bridge at Lancaster to the lowest (Skerton) weir on 
a warm, humid evening with only a light breeze.  Plants and animals seen on the walk were 
noted by John Ellison with additions and corrections on plants by Martin Sherlock. Insects 
etc. & Fungus sections supplied by Jennifer Newton and Jeremy Steeden are given below.  
Many other common species were also seen.

The most noteworthy observations were the Broad-leaved Helleborine Epipactis helleborine 
- a new hectad (10km2) record confirmed by the VC60 plant recorder, Eric Greenwood - and  
several specimens of the bird’s nest fungus Crucibulum laeve named after its remarkable 
resemblance to a tiny bird’s nest with a cluster of eggs, found on some decaying wood. 
According to the Weirs there are few records from our area.

The ladybirds seen were both melanic forms of two species, 2 spot and 10 spot (named after 
the most abundant forms), which are very variable in terms of number of spots and 
background colour. The melanic forms with red spots on black background were found in the 
1960s to be commonest in the industrial midlands into north-west England and in industrial 
Scotland. Since clean air enforcement the proportion of melanics has declined. There is some 
evidence that the melanic forms can absorb heat better than non-melanic forms and so 
perhaps do better where solar levels are reduced by smoke and soot. The down side is that 
they cool down more rapidly in the winter. Confusingly the melanic 2 spot ladybird had 6 red 
spots on black background and black legs, while the melanic 10 spot had 2 red spots on black 
background and brown legs.  Leg colour offers a better separation of these two species than 
does the number of spots. A number of other beetle species and several species of spider were 
also recorded.
 
Among birds the most memorable observations were large numbers of both Herons (at least 
16) and Cormorants mainly in trees and a big flock of around 20 Goosanders paddling up 
river.



Macro Moths 

2007 suffered as a mothing year in comparison to all the mega-excitement in 2006, when a 
lot of common southern European/north African pest species, usually limited to sporadic 
appearances on the south coast, were recorded in unprecedented numbers from more northern 
sites.  This transpired, however, re-survival at any stage of the life cycle over the 2006/7 
winter, to be a ‘ticket to nowhere’ and 2007 was virtually scarce migrant-free.   There 
appeared to be a serious downcurve in enthusiasm, and therefore interesting records, during 
the course of the poor 2007 summer.

Why was 2008, an equally ‘poor’ summer, not the same low-key ‘going through the motions’ 
as 2007?  It transpired to be a year of rekindled enthusiasm.  Regular sheet and light sessions 
included the coverage of under/unrecorded tetrads, albeit a few of which were producing 
‘dots on maps’ in unremarkable roadside habitat!  We almost have a ‘full tetrad house’ for the 
likes of Large Yellow Underwing and Flame Shoulder – no butterfly species are anywhere 
near this (although maybe Green-veined White should be), reflecting the wide range of 
habitats, including varying altitude, in which some common species can exist.  

Poorly recorded sites were revisited with sheet and light at critically different times of year.  
A single visit to Middleton Industrial Estate was responsible for a significant number of key 
species (e.g. Plain Pug) and late May visits next to the relict birch woodland underlain by 
bilberry etc. at Lord’s Lot led to a combination of Devon Carpet and Beautiful Snout 
previously only found in NW England at Roudsea in Cumbria.  How many other little 
pockets are there with equal potential?  

There were new and extremely productive ‘permanent’ trap sites, for example the Morbey-
Ganleys at Sunderland Point, which further complicated the Ear Moth situation by producing 
Crinan as well as a decent list of migrants in a ‘poor’ year!   There were also new tetrads in 
which to locate overnight traps (e.g. Maria Woods at Halton and Sue Davies near the TV 
mast), revisited and/or increased coverage of other regular trap sites, notably the excellent 
sites at Millhouses (Val May), Botton Mill (Kate and Mick Lewis) and Dalton (Linda & Alec 
Greening).  This increased effort was catalysed by several people, notably John Girdley and 
a newly-retired Steve Palmer.

What were the highlights of the year? 

It was again a poor general year for migrants although there was a reasonable sprinkling of 
Diamond-backed Moth, Silver Y, Dark Sword Grass.  A potentially excellent migrant site at 
Sunderland Point did produce Vestal and two Gems (John Girdley, Morbey-Ganley family), 
but the outstanding migrant record of the year was from the Heysham hut toilet trap.  The 
first Cosmopolitan for north-west England was trapped on 19/8 (Alan Draper et al).  A very 
unlikely migrant site is Millhouses, deep in the lower ‘gorge’ section of the Hindburn, but it 
has a good track record!  Completely unexpected was a pristine Bordered Straw on 23/5 
(Gary Jones) and this was followed by both male and female Four-spotted Footman on 
28/7.  Two Convolvulus Hawk-moths were recorded in Bare and Carnforth suburbia on 21/8 
(John Wood) & 18/9 (Dorothy Bennett) respectively.

A Saxon trapped at Haweswater on 5/6 (A & P Palmer) was the first county and VC60 record 
and time will tell whether this is a southern extension from a Cumbrian population which is 
not too far away or just a ‘one-off’ wanderer from the same source.  A Clay Triple-lines at 



Dalton was also new for VC60 but appears to be spreading north like BloodVein, one of 
which was recorded at Silverdale (19/6).  Arguably one of the most amazing records of the 
year was the discovery by Tim Hutchison of two Waved Black on the underpass at Carnforth 
railway station (23/8).   Trapping alongside the birch woodland at Lord’s Lot west side 
produced some outstanding results, especially in early summer.  Mention must be made here 
of two Beautiful Snout (27/5), which led to the site being targeted again producing further 
Beautiful Snout and 2 Devon Carpet (1/6) with 5 the following night.  See SD57 for the 
rest.   

Scarce Prominent was recorded at a few woodland sites, mainly at sheet/light.  This spring 
species arrives at the light very early in the evening, similar to and accompanied by larger 
numbers of Lunar Marbled Brown, and anyone setting up more than 30 minutes after dusk 
is possibly too late.  Red-faced moth recorders who had been wondering why Square Spot 
was common on the south Cumbrian mosses, but not around north Lancashire were given the 
answer.  There ARE plenty around Silverdale, Dalton & Lord’s Lot, but we had been 
misidentifying them as Engrailed!   Two Cloaked Pug at the same Silverdale site (4/7 & 
13/7) might just possibly suggest a new breeding site.  

Another significant species (or headache?!) was the intrusion of a single Crinan Ear at the 
Sunderland Point site into a seemingly cosy formula of ‘upland Large Ear’ and ‘coastal 
Saltern Ear’.  Since Crinan Ear has also occurred in upland regions, the masses of Large Ear 
in those regions really do need scrutinising.  The Ear Moth itself remained a relatively scarce 
lowland species.

‘Family of the year’ award must surely go to the Footman – presumably the moss/lichen-
feeding larvae like the wet weather!   Some ridiculous counts included 91 Muslin Footman 
at Millhouses (27/7), 115 Buff Footman to sheet and light at Dalton wood (2/8) with 60 in 
the MV trap at Linda and Alec Greenings (5/8).  Range extensions included several Dingy 
Footman at Millhouses & High Tatham, as well as the more expected new coastal sites (e.g. 
Sunderland Point) and most notable was a Red-necked Footman in the wilds of Thrushgill 
plantation (21/7)………and see above for Four-spotted Footman
     
A trawl round the region 10km square by 10km square produced the following additional 
highlights:

SD45
A healthy Belted Beauty population was once again confirmed in the usual area between 
Potts Corner and Sunderland Point.  Highlights not already mentioned from the Sunderland 
trap included Waved Umber and Chamomile Shark (11/5) and the increasingly rare Dusky 
Thorn (21/9).  An excellent catch at the wetland site at Middleton Industrial Estate (22/7) 
included Dark Spinach, Plain Pug, 8 Double-lobed and 6 Pinion-streaked Snout.  The 
toilet trap at Heysham Nature reserve produced a rather good list with Pine and Spruce 
Carpet both new for the site and other key species including Shaded Pug (19), Double Dart 
(23) as well as the usual plague of Straw Underwing.  

SD46
A Silky Wainscot at Heysham NR (7/6) was a completely new site.  The declining Double 
Dart (see Heysham Hut Trap under SD45) was recorded in Morecambe West End along with 
an out-of-habitat Twin-spot Carpet (13/7).  A Torrisholme garden produced Broad-barred 
White (8/7) & Southern Wainscot (27/7). 



SD47
Gait Barrows produced an enviable list of species which included: Plain Wave (2) and 
Beautiful Carpet (24/6), Annulet (3 on 14/7), Plain Wave (14/7), Bleached Pug (14/7 & 
7/8),  Barred Carpet (2 on 14/7 & 2 on 19/7), Blossom Underwing (3 on 31/3), Lilac 
Beauty  (2/7), Tissue (22/8), Anomalous (22/8).   Silverdale records included Dwarf Pug 
(10 on 22/5), Puss Moth (27/5) and Confused (15/8).   Leighton Hall produced 2 Scalloped 
Hook-tip (27/5).  The rare and unpredictable Netted Pug appeared at Leighton Moss (24/6) 
and other interesting records included Dingy Shell (24/6), Mullein Wave (15/7) and 3 Grey 
Arches during July.  A Red-necked Footman was found on Warton Crag (9/6) and the usual 
scatter of Barred Tooth-striped records materialised from the traditional sites in spring
  
SD55
The Ward’s Stone fell road was visited on National Moth night (7/6), which produced the 
usual array of high moorland species in the form of Glaucous Shears, Red Twin-spot 
Carpet, Dark Brocade and a female Northern Eggar to the sheet.  Nigel Rogers (Bay 
Horse) produced: Dogs Tooth (4/6), Dwarf Pug (29/5), Pinion-streaked Snout (22/7), 
Barred Hook-tip (26/8), and Bordered Beauty (5/8 & 23/8).

SD56
This had been neglected as regard sheet and light over the last few years and the first 
discovery was that White Pinion-spotted had ‘moved in’ to the Littledale area.  40 Dwarf 
Pug descending on to the sheet at Crossgill was a rather dramatic personal introduction to 
this species.  Revisiting Baines Crag produced 6 Flounced Chestnut, Barred Chestnut and 
2 Oak Lutestring (20/8).  3 Little Emerald on Clougha (11/6) was a most unexpected 
report.  The agony of 10km square boundaries saw a Barred Chestnut trapped by the ford in 
upper Roeburndale – just 5 metres from the SD66 boundary in which it has yet to be 
recorded!  Hornby trapping (Mary Broomfield) produced a Pinion-streaked Snout (28/7) 

SD57
Up to 8 Silver Hook were recorded at White Moss (10-17/6).  Dalton records included 
Triple-spotted Clay (15/7), Hedge Rustic (19/8) and a maximum catch of 20 Clouded 
Magpie (6/6).   Lord’s Lot records included on 2/6:  7 Alder Kitten, Oak Hook-tip,  Lime 
Hawk-moth, 7 Square Spot , White Pinion-spotted.  Second brood Devon Carpet were 
recorded (17/8).  Docker Moor experienced a minor Buff Footman plague with 35 on 19/8 
(see above).  Yealand Conyers highlights (Brian Hancock) included:  Ash Pug (24/6), Oak 
Hook-tip (30/5), V Moth (15/7), Heath Rustic (30/8), Tissue (6 10/9-25/9).  A Heart and 
Club was an excellent record from Carnforth (Dorothy Bennett on 23/6).  An Obscure 
Wainscot was out of habitat at Yealand Redmayne (7/6)

SD66
Coverage was mixed, with a near permanent presence of a trap at Millhouses from late July 
onwards masking what was yet again another wet and windy season for moorland activities.  
The major moorland success story was Terry Whittaker’s thorough survey of Manchester 
Treble Bar, indicating a healthy population was mainly on the Lancashire/VC60 side of the 
border!   Thrushgill produced 8 Satin Beauty & Larch Pug (21/7) and had earlier seen 
Dwarf Pug (7/6). Millhouses was especially notable early and late with a sprinkling of Small 
Brindled Beauty at the best known site in VC60 and at the other end of the year up to 46 
December Moth per night.  Other significant records included:  a very unseasonal Hebrew 
Character (13/11), Marsh Oblique-barred (19/8), Barred Hook-tip (15/8), Oak 
Lutestring (19/8) and Old Lady (11/8).   Elsewhere there was an Alder Kitten at Botton 
Mill (10/5), the most significant outlier of the White Pinion-spotted range extension at 



Herring Head Wood (9/5), Triple-spotted Clay at Herring Head (17/7) and the first Orange 
Sallow for Ashley’s Farm (12/9)

SD67
Trapping at Leck Fell produced 54 Dark Brocade on National Moth Night and a few  Pale 
Eggar during August

We would like to target SD55 (Forton, Dolphinholme etc.) and 67 (Cowan Bridge etc) a little 
more during 2009 – there are a lot of gaps, so if anyone is willing to allow the occasional 
moth trap to be run from their property, please could you contact Pete Marsh at 
07989866487, 015242 64944 or pbmarsh@btopenworld.com

Thanks in anticipation

Mammals 

Mammals are perhaps less affected by the weather than many groups of animals, but this 
year’s wet summer does seem to have benefited some: I have received many records of 
Hedgehogs, especially in August.  Inevitably, most of the records are of road kill (a useful 
indicator of population size?), but there were also pleasing records of adults and young being 
seen in gardens.

There were few records of shrews this year, but Jennifer Newton found a Pygmy Shrew in a 
pitfall trap on Heysham Moss, Brian Hancock picked up a dead Water Shrew at a garden 
centre in Silverdale (reduced in price, I hope) and John Webb rescued a Common Shrew from 
a neighbour’s cat in Silverdale.  Very few records of mice or voles too this year, although 
Longworth trapping on Heathwaite found good numbers of Wood Mouse and Bank Vole.

Most records of Brown Hare came from three distinct and separate areas: Silverdale 
(including the depths of Eaves Wood), Littledale (mostly moorland) and Cockerham (silage 
crop) – an interesting spread of habitats.  Rabbits are still widespread and locally abundant, 
with few reports of myxomatosis.  Foxes also seem to be widespread, if less often seen: 
reports from Silverdale, Carnforth, Heysham, Morecambe and the Conder valley, where 2 
cubs were seen.

Polecats (or feral Ferrets, or hybrids) have been found in the Lune valley at Caton and 
Hornby, as well as their more usual locations in Silverdale and the Kellet area.
Quite a few reports of Badgers refer to their tracks – probably more readily seen in the 
prevailing muddy conditions this year.  They should have done well in the damp, which 
makes earthworms – their main prey – more accessible.

Otters have had mixed fortunes this year but overall seem to be still increasing in numbers 
and range, usually revealed by amount and distribution of spraint (droppings and scent 
marks).  Elaine Prince summarised the return of otters to Leighton Moss in “Keer to Kent” 
magazine (issue 67); and John Webb has contributed additional observations, mostly from 
Lower Hide - highlights being a (presumed) female and two of last year’s cubs on 23rd July, 
and two catching and tussling over a coot on 10th November (irresponsible teenagers flexing 
their muscles?).  Linda Renshaw also reported otter activity on the Rivers Keer and Lune and 
the Lancaster Canal at Galgate, where two animals were seen playing together in May.  Also 
on the canal, a second-hand report was passed on about a female and three cubs in April, but 
I have not had further details of where.  Sadly, two dead otters were reported: one in 



Carnforth Marina in May, the other collected by Linda Renshaw from the banks of the Keer 
at Carnforth, a few days after she had watched an otter catching fish at the same place.  The 
latter corpse has been passed on to Cardiff University for a post-mortem.

Maximum counts received so far for Red Deer are 10 together at the west edge of Leighton 
Moss in November; for Fallow Deer, 7 near Yealand in May.  Roe Deer are ubiquitous in the 
Silverdale area, where the does were often heard barking in May, but I have not had records 
from other areas this year.  Single Muntjac were seen in Silverdale and Hale.

Bats seem to have had a poor year related to the wet summer, with low midsummer 
emergence counts from some of the pipistrelle colonies in the area and a lot of juvenile bats 
found grounded.  However, a new bat species for Lancashire turned up this year.  Batworker 
Dave Fisher found a Lesser Horseshoe Bat in a cave in Bowland at the end of October – the 
first confirmed record north of the species’ stronghold in North Wales.  Is this another species 
moving north, or has there always been an undiscovered population in the area?

Steve Bradley

  Micro Moths

Studying the smaller moths of the region has become an increasingly popular past-time with 
the local mothing community - the 379 different species recorded during 2008 (up from the 
317 in 2007) is strong testament to this.  Records were received from about 40 different 
people.  This increased level of recording effort has significantly expanded our knowledge 
relating to species presence, distribution, habitat requirements and migration at a time when 
climate change is having dramatic effects on our resident fauna.  As range expansions are 
more easily monitored and reported than declines, this report has necessarily concentrated in 
that area.  More effort however is needed in establishing the status of some (for example) of 
the upland species which may be suffering unrecorded declines.

Moths showing continued or marked expansions of range include Stigmella speciosa (16th 
Sept., Gait Barrows – S Palmer), Argyresthia trifasciata (31st May, Bay Horse – N Rogers), 
Tachystola acroxantha (12th Jul., Torrisholme – A Draper), Pammene aurita (8th Aug., 
Yealand Conyers – B Hancock) and Duponchelia fovealis (15th Jul., Yealand Conyers – B 
Hancock).  There have also been many new discoveries as well as rediscoveries of species 
not recorded for a decade or more.  Examples of those not seen for some time include 
Phalonidia curvistrigana, Lobesia reliquana and Eriopsela quadrana (all three not recorded 
since the mid 1990s at their only Lancashire site, Gait Barrows) and Phalonidia manniana 
and Epinotia signatana re-found at Leighton Moss (all S Palmer).  Likely resident species 
previously over-looked include Stigmella continuella (24th Sept., Gait Barrows – S Palmer), 
Monopis imella (6th Aug., Sunderland – J Girdley), Apodia bifractella (11th Jun., Heysham 
NR – K McCabe), Mompha terminella (3rd Sept., Dalton – S Palmer) and Stenoptilia 
zophodactylus (17th Jul., Heysham NR - R Neville).

Other notable sightings of local species included an incredible 28 Pyrausta cingulata at Gait 
Barrows on 7th June (R Petley-Jones), Archips rosana at Potts Corner on 9th July (S Palmer) 
at its second site in the region, Olindia schumacherana at Lord’s Lot Wood on 6th July (J 
Girdley) at only its third site in the region.  Nigel Rogers’ excellent work on the micromoths 
at his home site near Bay Horse has turned up some very local and interesting species during 
2008.  These include Caryocolum viscariella (15th Aug.), C. tricolorella (18th Aug.), Bactra 
furfurana (10th July) and Phycitodes maritima (24th June).



In a recent review of endangered species, Anania funebris has been added to the full BAP list 
of moths.  Surveys carried out by many recorders at Gait Barrows during 2008 produced a 
maximum count of 31 (on 21st May) of this attractive black, white and yellow moth 
associated with wild Golden-rod (C Barnes & S Palmer).

A couple of species recorded during 2008 come into the category of “what on earth are they 
doing there”.  Pandemis cinnamomeana, a local woodland species, appeared in the middle of 
Heysham in September (J Holding), well beyond its normal flight period.  Also, Acleris 
hyemana, a common moorland moth that feeds on heather, turned up in Yealand Conyers this 
autumn (B Hancock).  And the most common micro-moth species in our area - once again the 
Light Brown Apple Moth takes that accolade.

Stephen Palmer

Middleton Woods     29th May 

It was a warm, balmy evening that welcomed our first outdoor meet of the year when 16 
stalwarts enjoyed a mixed bag of wildlife on the old ICI industrial site at Middleton. 
Lancaster City Council hoped to turn the area into a community woodland before the extent 
of contamination was uncovered, and the name has remained in spite of the absence of trees.

Good numbers of Southern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa were found, together 
with the introduced Hoary Mustard Hirschfeldia incana, Greater Celandine Chelodonium 
majus, Smiths Pennywort Lepidium heterophyllum and Dames Violet Hesperis matronalis - 
strangely no Bee Orchids Ophrys apifera were found. The season was late after last year’s 
remarkably early one, and orchid flowers were only just opening. We were fortunate to have 
the local expert Malcolm Downham to direct us to the best places. The Southern Marsh 
Orchid seems to be spreading north, but is variable in colour and difficult to separate from 
the Northern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella (and hybrids of various species abound).

A fine orb-web spider, Agalenatea redii, with an almost spherical hairy abdomen, was seen 
on the centre of its web across Weld. It has been found at Heysham Nature Reserve and Moss 
but this was the first record for Middleton and SD45. 

Moths included the plentiful light-brown apple moth Epiphyas postvittana (a very successful 
introduction from Australia), a tortrix Celypha lacunana, Silver Ground Carpet Xanthorhoe 
montanata, and a micro moth Elachista argentella.

Birds seen and heard were reed bunting, whitethroat, sedge warbler and a pair of swans with 
their cygnets.

The evening ended with the unusual find of a very young newt which was caught but was too 
young for us to be certain of its identity.

Brian Hugo

Neil Robinson (1935-2008)



With the death of Neil Robinson on October 7th 2008 the Wildlife Trust has not just lost a 
knowledgeable supporter but a naturalist who played a major role in helping the Trust 
develop in the 1970s and 80s as a responsible and highly respected conservation organisation. 

Neil’s early years were spent in Northumberland where he spent as much time as he could in 
the countryside observing animals and plants and developing his fascination for solitary bees. 
He read Natural Sciences at Cambridge before qualifying as a teacher.  He taught at the 
Lancaster Royal Grammar School for 8 years where his enthusiasm for wildlife led to the 
formation of the school Natural History Society; this led many of the boys to develop their 
own long-term fascination with animals and plants. 

In 1967 he was appointed by the Nature Conservancy Council as Warden Naturalist of the 
new Ainsdale National Nature Reserve. Here his teaching experience was invaluable in 
developing an educational programme in collaboration with Liverpool Museum and local 
schools, but more important for the Reserve was his management of the dunes and reducing 
the (usually) inadvertent damage caused by public access from the shore.  Throughout this 
period, together with other naturalists, he took the opportunity to explore the natural history 
sites of the region and made several notable discoveries, such as the finding of Hay-scented 
Buckler-fern Dryopteris aemula in the Forest of Bowland. 

In 1972 Neil was promoted to Assistant Regional Officer of the Nature Conservancy Council, 
and it was then that he became a true friend of the volunteer regional conservation officers of 
the Lancashire Naturalists’ Trust (now the Wildlife Trust). Neil played an invaluable role in 
saving Gait Barrows from destruction and removal of limestone pavement and the Ribble 
Estuary from ‘development’, as well as other prime wildlife sites in the north-west, but he 
also found time to visit many wildlife sites with members of the Trust and he gave practical 
support to our efforts to acquire or otherwise protect them for the future. He served for many 
years on the Trust’s Scientific and Reserves Committee, the predecessor of the current 
Conservation Committee, where his knowledge and professional advice were invaluable.

Neil was a perfect field companion.  He wore his knowledge lightly, but was always generous 
in sharing it with others who were interested.  He was never condescending to those who 
knew far less than he did, and he had the happy knack of making one feel that we were all 
learning together.  Field trips with Neil were times to savour, nothing was rushed (including 
dressing for the occasion!), and there was plenty of reflective conversation on the ecological 
significance of finds and places. He was also a hospitable host and usually had a pot of his 
own honey to hand.

In his retirement Neil returned to his boyhood love, the study of bees, wasps and ants. He 
carried out numerous surveys of these neglected insects on nature reserves throughout the 
north-west and he encouraged others to hunt for and identify rare and little-known species. 
He identified specimens brought to him and he visited gardens and other sites where solitary 
bees and wasps had been seen and where he could show people how to identify them.  On 
one memorable excursion with the North Lancashire Naturalists Neil found a new colony of 
the rare Wall Mason Bee Osmia parietina and he published a study of its food and ecology. 
He also spent much time examining the nests of the formidable Red Wood Ant Formica rufa 
for the various inquilines and scroungers that live in its nests. One of these is the minute ant 
Formicoxenus nitidulus on which he published several papers, and another, which he 
discovered just a few weeks before he died, proved to be the rare pseudoscorpion 
Pselaphochernes scorpioides, the first record of this species from the north of England.



Neil had a way with the printed as well as the spoken word.  His contribution to Wildlife of 
Lancashire on ants, bees and wasps is a model for that kind of writing for an interested but 
non-specialist audience.

Neil will be missed by naturalists of all ages, especially in the north of Lancashire and near to 
his home near Kendal. He is survived by his wife Judith and his daughters Astri, Elva and 
Iona, and we will all remember him with affection.

Malcolm Edmunds 
(with help from Eric Greenwood, Pete Marsh, Geoff Morries, Jennifer Newton and Phil 
Smith)

Over Kellet Pond.

It has been a very wet year so the water level has been very high from time to time.  
The water has become very murky and the quality seems to have deteriorated.  The 
numbers of ducks has again been artificially high because a number of villagers 
feed them.  As a result they have managed to bring off at least two broods, most of 
which have survived.  We thought that we had got rid of all the goldfish last year 
but one is still present.  One moorhen managed to fledge two broods from a nest in 
the open which was easily visible from the road.  It was a poor year for dragonflies 
but damselflies seemed to do reasonably well.

A pond-dipping session was held in August, conducted by Phil Dykes, which was 
enjoyed by the participants, although the variety of specimens caught was not great.  
Unfortunately I was not able to be present.

The management day was held right at the end of October on a Saturday.  Reuben 
came to strim the area around the pond on the day before.  There was almost no 
invasive vegetation to remove from the water. We were lucky that we finished the 
necessary work just before it started to rain. Earlier Morag Angus had spent a 
morning removing the out-of-place garden shrub between  the pond and the house.  
Many thanks to all who came to help.

In February we are hoping to lay the hedge which was planted by Graham 
Standring soon after the trust acquired the pond.

Lord’s Lot Bog.

There is not much to report.  The water level remains constant because of the 
design of the dam and the overflow.
As at the Over Kellet Pond, dragonflies had a poor season.  The logging which took 
place last year has now finished so access is now much easier.

Andrew Cadman

North Lancashire Naturalists Group



The Group is a local group of the Wildlife Trust for Lancashire (WTL), primarily for WTL 
members living in the Lancaster City Council District and immediately adjacent areas of 
Lancashire, South Cumbria and North Yorkshire.

Meetings are open to all members of WTL. If you are not already a member, come along to a 
few meetings and, if you like what we do, join us.

The Committee coordinates all the work of the Group and, in particular, arranges meetings, 
field outings, recording sessions, working parties on local reserves and the production of the 
annual Newsletter.  The Recorders receive and collate records to help conserve interesting 
sites, to monitor changing numbers and distribution of species and to contribute to national 
recording schemes.

For further information contact the Chairman, Mike Moon, e-mail mikejmoon@aol.com or 
27 The Row, Silverdale, LA5 0UG, tel. 01524 701163.

NLNG Committee 2008
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Recorders 2009

Herbaceous plants, Martin Sherlock 22 Cumberland View, Lancaster, LA1 4AB

Shrubs, Trees              01524 66131               martin@phytophile.me.uk

Ferns, Clubmosses Roy Copson 18 Westham Street, Lancaster, LA1 3AU

01524 847868          denisecopson@hotmail.com

Seaweeds, Algae, Roy Merritt 20 St Johns Grove, Heysham, LA3 1ET

Hoverflies 01524 411193     roymerritt2@aol.com

Mammals (inc. Bats) Steve Bradley              6 Exeter Avenue, Lancaster, LA1 4AL

01524 33056             bradfamily@btinternet.com

Amphibians, Reptiles  Mike Moon 27 The Row, Silverdale, LA5 0UG

01524 701163                     mikejmoon@aol.com

Fish Linda Renshaw 22Grange View, Millhead, Carnforth, LA5 9HL

01524 733036

Birds Pete Crooks              15 Leighton Drive, Lancaster, LA1 5UQ

             01524 381100 peter@crooks6211.freeserve.co.uk

Butterflies Laura Sivell 1 Burrow Heights Farm Cottages,

Scotforth, Lancaster, LA2 0PQ

01524 752247 laura.sivell@ mypostoffice.co.uk                                                            

Moths, Dragonflies Peter Marsh Leck View Cottage, Ashley’s 
Farm, Higher Tatham, LA2 8PH

01524 264944          pbmarsh@btopenworld.com

Spiders, Woodlice, Jennifer Newton 94 Main Street, Hornby, LA2 8JY

Snails, Grasshoppers 01524 221569        jennifer@hollyh.demon.co.uk

Fungi John&Sheila Weir 13 Parkside Drive, Arnside, LA5 0BU

01524 762210         sheila@arnside.eclipse.co.uk

Beetles, Bugs, Jim Thomas Bridge House, Borwick, LA6 1JU

Ladybirds 01524 730480   jim.thomas70@yahoo.co.uk               



Lichens Brian Carlyle 175 West End Road, Morecambe, LA4 4EH

01524 415906 williambriancarlyle@hotmail.com

Please send in your observations and help build up a detailed knowledge of what lives where in this 
area so that we can:-

1. Conserve particularly interesting sites.

2. Monitor changes in numbers and distribution of species.

3. Add to National recording schemes (your flower/earwig may provide a new dot on a national 
map).

Please try to include these details:

Recorder’s name, species, grid reference (ideally 2 letters and 6 figures e.g. 
SD486605) with place name (e.g. Lancaster), date.

The A4 NLNG recording sheet is specially designed for this purpose.  Copies from Jennifer Newton 
or Mike Moon.

Remember that any observation may be valuable, not just the rare and unusual.

Roeburndale Woods   27th  April 

On an uninvitingly wet morning five of us met and parked at the wide bit of road just 
outside Wray, by the river Roeburn. It was just a few days before Wray Fair and we had 
some splendid scarecrows for company, including one executioner with axe poised above 
an inviting block. One of our members was photographed with his neck on the block 
before we moved off up the road, with abundant Maidenhair Spleenwort Asplenium 
trichomanes in the high stone walls and Lords and Ladies Arum maculatum flowering in 
the roadside banks. Near the Old Mill was a large patch of Russian Comfrey Symphytum 
x uplandicum. After a short walk along the road, we branched towards the house in which 
the Everett family were living at the time of the Wray flood in 1967, and which 
fortunately survived although the garden was destroyed. We passed through a gate, by 
permission of the Everett family, and into the first of two fields leading to the wood.

On the riverside edge of the field we admired the abundant lichens covering the trunk and 
branches of a large oak. These included the uncommon, pollution-sensitive beard lichen 
Usnea subfloridana. Just as we entered the wood there was Wood Sorrel Oxalis 
acetosella, then we soon came upon plants typical of acidic soils, Hard Fern Blechnum 
spicant, Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus and large clumps of Greater Woodrush Luzula 
sylvatica. The path climbs to pass above the spectacular gorge of the Roeburn, then 
descends to a flat and damp area by the river where there were masses of Wild Garlic 
Allium ursinum, Wood Stitchwort Stellaria nemorum,, and a very few pale spikes of 
Toothwort Lathraea squamaria, an infrequently seen parasite on the roots of hazel and 
elm. Here we found both sorts of the Golden Saxifrage, the widespread Opposite Leaved 
Chrysosplenium oppositifolium and the much rarer Alternate Leaved Chrysosplenium 
alternifolium. There was a small patch of Town Hall Clock or Moschatel Adoxa 
moschatellina.



The path emerges from the wood into a meadow by the ruined Backsbottom Farm, 
completely destroyed in the Wray Flood. The rain eased off and we sat on the river bank 
to eat our lunch in a scene of utter peace, hardly able to imagine the scene of forty years 
ago.

Re-entering the wood above Backsbottom we followed the path uphill through the wood, 
finding pleasing numbers of Early Purple Orchid Orchis mascula, as well as Wood 
Anemone Anemone nemoralis, Common Dog Violet Viola riviniana and Soft Shield Fern 
Polystichum setiferum. A Bird Cherry tree was festooned with the webs formed by the 
caterpillars of Bird-cherry Ermine Moth Yponomeuta evonymella. We also saw a Marsh 
Tit with nesting material. Towards the upper part of the wood there was Greater 
Stitchwort Stellaria holostea, the uncommon small Beech Fern Phegopteris connectilis 
and Wood Sanicle Sanicula europaea.

Returning along the upper part of the wood is fraught with difficulty on account of a high 
bridge over a deep gully being closed because it is in a dangerous state. We therefore left 
the wood and crossed a few fields to reach the road, finding on the way plenty of Field 
Woodrush Luzula campestris and, in a small pool in the track, a patch of Round-leaved 
Crowfoot Ranunculus omiophyllus. A short walk down the road brought us back to our 
parked cars by the scarecrows. Many thanks to Jennifer for arranging the permission for 
this most enjoyable walk in these superb woods.

David Newton
 

Salthill and Cross Hill Quarries, Clitheroe     22nd June

Disappointingly, only three members of NLN turned up for this interesting walk round two 
Local Nature Reserves, guided by Phil Dykes, the reserve manager, and Sheila Wynn, who 
has been recording the plants in detail over the last year. No doubt the overnight gales and 
rain put people off, but during the visit we had no rain, though it was windy (even leading to 
the startling sound of one tree falling and bringing down some cliff in an isolated corner of 
Cross Hill Quarry, fortunately some distance from ourselves). There was a momentary 
glimpse of sun, enough to bring out a Common Blue on Cross Hill.

Phil started by explaining to us the unusual geology of the area and the history of the two 
quarries. Salthill is particularly important and an SSSI for its geological interest. The striking 
mounds of limestone, forming a line of hills across the district, are called Waulsortian Mud-
mounds after a place in Belgium. They are now considered to have been formed by bacteria 
growing more than 330 million years ago on the sea-floor, often beyond the reach of light. 
Later, beds of corals and crinoids (sea lilies) were laid down on top of the mud-mounds, and 
the weathering of these beds has released some superb fossils. All the rocks are grey in colour 
and look very unlike our normal limestone rocks. 

The comparison of the limestone vegetation with that on Warton Crag was very interesting. 
Bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus, Wild Thyme Thymus polytrichus, Wild Strawberry 
Fragaria vesca, Milkwort Polygala vulgaris, Agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria, Cowslip 
Primula veris, Fairy Flax Linum catharticum, Ladies’ Bedstraw Galium verum are common 
on both, and provided a colourful mix on our visit. Betony Stachys officinalis and Marjoram 
Origanum vulgare were abundant but not quite in flower. There was no sign of Rock Rose 
Helianthemum nummularium, white-flowered bedstraws Galium sterneri and G. saxatile or 



Blue Moor Grass Sesleria albicans, but the attractive lax pink spikes of Hoary Plantain 
Plantago media were much more frequent than on Warton Crag. One plant we rarely see in 
north Lancashire, Greater Burnet-saxifrage Pimpinella major, a white flowered umbellifer 
much bigger and earlier flowering than our Burnet-saxifrage Pimpinella saxifraga (also 
present), was doing well, especially on Cross Hill. Greater Burnet-saxifrage has a very odd 
distribution in the country, growing across central England to the south-east, but very rare in 
the west, and extending north only along the Northumberland coast. There were some fine 
clumps of Spiked Sedge Carex spicata, much more striking than the impoverished specimens 
we found on the edge of Silverdale Moss a few years ago, the only specimens I have seen in 
North Lancashire.  Bee orchids Ophrys apifera were doing well in Salthill, with a few in 
Cross Hill, where there was one marsh orchid (of undetermined type but probably hybrid) 
along with numerous common spotted orchids Dactylorhiza fuchsii. 

Spiders were rather thin on the ground, perhaps washed out by the heavy rain of the previous 
night. The only wolf spiders were a few Pardosa pullata hiding in moss. But even so I was 
able to make some new hectad records, most interestingly a lesser cobweb spider, Hahnia 
montana, which we have on Warton Crag and in Aughton Woods, but this was only the 
second record for VC59. Ants were abundant, in nests of great activity under rocks, small red 
ants, Myrmica scabrinoides, yellow ants, Lasius flavus and small black ants, Lasius niger. 
Also frequent under stones were the common pill woodlouse Armadillidium vulgare, as well 
as the common rough woodlouse Porcellio scaber and common shiny woodlouse Oniscus 
asellus. In Cross Hills there were plenty of snails and also the snail-eating beetle Silpha 
atrata.

The artworks forming the sculpture trail in Cross Hill Quarry provided further interest and 
quiet amusement. The striking outsize kingfisher made from recycled metal stands high 
above the River Ribble with his crown and fishing rod as shown on the front of Lapwing in 
2007. Several local artists and even a local school have been involved with the production of 
the artworks, which are clearly enjoyed by the local people and visitors to the reserve.

Our thanks to Phil Dykes and Sheila Wynn for a very worthwhile and enjoyable day in spite 
of the weather.

Jennifer Newton

Smardale   20th July

We assembled at the customary spot near Newbiggin-on-Lune for a visit to the Cumbria 
Wildlife Trust Smardale old railway line reserve. But our leader Roy Copson had other 
objectives. On a previous visit he had located an old quarry near Smardale Bridge where he 
found no less than 17 fern species, which must be something of a record. So our route took us 
first along lanes/paths via Friar’s Bottom to Smardale Bridge. Though it was not too warm 
for a July day the wet summer had already resulted in a booming flora with some magnificent 
displays such as that of Hedge Bedstraw Galium mollugo with a distinctly musty scent along 
the lane near Friar's Bottom. Biting Stonecrop Sedum acre was also thriving very well on the 
lane wall.  Other flora on this part of the route included Goatsbeard Tragopodon pratensis, 
Meadow Sweet Filipendula ulmaria and Upright Hedge Parsley Torilis japonica . Martin, one 



of our botany specialists, later pictured the walk in three sections, this being the first part, and 
commented that it was species rich though with nothing remarkable. 

The second area around Smardale Bridge and Roy’s quarry along the permissive path to 
Smardale viaduct had a curious mixture of calcicole (lime-loving) plants, and the opposite, 
calcifuges. The former included Grass of Parnassus Parnassia palustris, Green Spleenwort 
Asplenium viride, Sea Plantain Plantago maritima, which has a thriving inland colony on the 
limestone around the upper Eden valley (Halliday 1997), Smardale Beck being a tributary of 
the Eden, and a solitary Fragrant Orchid Gymnadenia conopsea - many more of these on the 
railway line later. The latter included Hard Fern Blechnum spicant, Wavy Hair-grass 
Deschampsia flexuosa and Common Cotton-grass Eriophorum angustifolium.  This 
combination of habitats no doubt contributes to Roy's exceptional fern count. In addition to 
the two ferns already mentioned, we located many of Roy's list including Brittle Bladder Fern 
Cystopteris fragilis, Hard Shield Fern Polystichum aculeatum, Lemon-scented Fern 
Oreopteris limbosperma and later on the railway-line walls Rusty Back Fern Ceterach 
officinarum. 

Smardale Bridge is clearly of considerable antiquity and a regular route of ramblers on the 
coast-to-coast walk. Pillow Mounds are visible here (marked on the OS map and in other 
places in the area); though fancifully referred to as Giant's Graves it is more likely they are 
remnants of medieval rabbit farming. The beck held a colourful Mimulus species and a water 
crowfoot which Martin thought was Ranunculus pencillatus ssp pseudofluitans and Halliday 
(1997) certainly has a reference for this in Smardale Beck. The view north up Smardale Beck 
to the viaduct is justifiably popular with photographers. The viaduct, 130 feet high and 710 
feet long, looked even more grand as we approached it closely; a large flock of house martins 
was flying in and out of its arches, with some young birds perching precariously on the edge 
of the stonework; there were swifts too. On the steep slope below the path to the viaduct 
David drew our attention to a large number of scattered sandstone boulders; it was surmised 
that these had fallen off carts taking the boulders from Roy's quarry to the viaduct when 
under construction and that it may have been counterproductive to attempt to retrieve them.

Martin's third area is the Smardale reserve itself as the route back lay along part of the line. 
At first in the vicinity of the extensive limestone quarry the flora is the normal calcareous one 
with plenty of marjoram, thyme and fragrant orchids. A single Saw-wort Serratula tinctoria 
was noted and a group of three St John’s-worts growing side by side, Hypericum pulchrum 
(acid soils) H. hirsutum (calcareous soils) and H. × desetangii (the hybrid between H. 
perforatum and H. maculatum). So even here there are pockets of acid soil.  Further towards 
Newbiggin the line becomes more neutral and Martin identified a few roses, Rosa caesia 
(both hairy and hairless) and Soft Downy Rose R. mollis, and some Dog Rose R. canina 
(sensu Graham and Primavesi) and Burnet Rose R. pimpinellifolia. Salad and Great Burnet 
Sanguisorba minor and S. officinalis were in abundance.



At various stages along the route a miscellany of invertebrates was recorded. Betty found a 
spider under a rock by Friar's Bottom which Jennifer identified as Scotophaeus (Herpyllus) 
blackwalli, normally found in houses where it is commoner than most people realise. It is 
very interesting that it has survived around Friar’s Bottom for so long after habitation 
finished. Jennifer also found a tiny money spider, Milleriana inerrans , new to her and VC69 .
A few moths:  a plume moth netted near Friar’s Bottom was Platyptilia pallidactyla - food 
plant Yarrow.  A geometer near Roy's quarry was Smoky Wave Scopula ternata and a tortrix 
buzzing around Black Knapweed on the railway line was probably Cochyliomorpha 
straminea chiefly on the basis of ‘jizz’ and foodplant. The limestone quarry had Yellow Shell 
Camptogramma bilineata and Straw Dot Rivula sericealis. 
Among a good selection of butterflies were a good number of Ringlet Aphantopus 
hyperanthus; the one which was examined closely was an aberrant form with the rings almost 
invisible to the naked eye. This species is beginning to spread widely in this area. Several 
Dark-green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja were also noted.

This was a species-rich outing led by Roy ‘from behind’ like the Gilbertian Duke but not 
because he found it ‘less exciting’, rather the opposite. I am sure we all found it exciting too, 
always worth a visit. Thanks also to Roy, Jennifer and Martin Sherlock for their input to this 
report.

Reference
Halliday, G (1997)  A Flora of Cumbria. University of Lancaster: Centre for  Regional 
Studies

Betty and John Holding

Spiders and Grasshoppers

A survey of spiders on Heysham Moss in spring and autumn added 22 species to the list, 
bringing the total to 99 species. Of these 18 were new to the 10km2, and one, a Theridion 
spider, Robertus arundineti, seems to be new to Lancashire. Of the twenty-two new species, 
twelve were found in pitfall traps over several weeks and ten through a few minutes vacuum 
sampling. However six of the new species found through vacuum sampling were fairly 
widespread species of damp places, found in the rushes at the north end of the site. It was 
interesting that the most abundant species on the central bog area was Pirata uliginosus, an 
uncommon wolf spider, in Lancashire and Cumbria known only from lowland mosses (eg 
Winmarleigh, Roudsea and several south Lancashire mosses). Surprisingly in south England 
its main habitat is open grassland sites. It is also surprising that it had not been picked up 
earlier from Heysham. I did find a few by grubbing through the sphagnum, but the main 
source was the pitfall traps.

Jeremy Steeden made an important new find on the marram grass of the Fairhaven inland 
sand dunes, Clubiona subtilis. This is a tiny foliage spider of sand dunes in the west and north 



of Britain but fens and marshes in the south-east. It is a new species for Lancashire and the 
only record on the west coast between Wales and the Inner Hebrides.

The spider workshop at Gait Barrows in May was well attended and productive. A new 
record for the site was the jumping spider Sitticus pubescens found on a stone  wall by the 
Barn. This jumping spider seems to be present in very small numbers over a large area. I have 
had it once in my garden, and similarly other records seem to be of singletons in well 
recorded areas. Other useful records were several specimens of the rare northern jumping 
spider Pseudeuophrys erratica (now classed nationally as Vulnerable), a fine Scotina celans, 
and a few of the local Philodromus dispar from the limestone pavement. A visit down 
towards Little Hawes Water produced several money spiders and wolf spiders of wetlands, as 
well as the attractively marked Textrix denticulata, which we managed with difficulty to 
extract from the stone wall. 

Linda Renshaw’s visits to Middlebarrow Quarry showed the interest of this site. In the piles 
of loose rocks was the more eastern house spider Tegenaria gigantea, found also on the 
Carnforth Ironworks, the slag tips at Cote Stones and Linda’s own house at Millhead. 
Pardosa agricola is a wolf spider of bare shingle, abundant on the shingles by the River 
Lune, coastal shingles and also on the Carnforth Ironworks, Trowbarrow and now 
Middlebarrow. It seems that bare stony ground is what it requires, whether by water or as a 
result of quarrying. Clubiona neglecta is another species of open stony ground and short open 
grassland, present in good numbers at Middlebarrow.

In the autumn I explored some higher parts of the Bowland Fells and was pleased to find 
good numbers of the large orb-web spider Araneus quadratus. This can be very conspicuous 
but it seems to have a rather short season in late summer/autumn and is probably often 
missed. There were particularly good numbers near the top of the Lythe Fell road (as well as 
on Foulshaw Moss on the NLN outing).

Steve Bradley provided an important new record for the purse web spider Atypus affinis, 
rated Vulnerable because of its decline in the south of England. In November he saw a female 
in the open on the short turf of Heathwaite, the first in Cumbria within the AONB. Normally 
this species spends all its time inside the finger like webs which are half hidden in the 
ground. I have seen numerous webs on Warton Crag but never the spider outside its home.

Shortly before his death Neil Robinson found a rare pseudoscorpion, Pselaphochernes 
scorpioides, in a wood ant nest in Eaves Wood, during his detailed investigation into the 
inhabitants of wood ant nests. This arachnid has been found occasionally in ants’ nests in the 
south of England but the only records from near here, in south Lancashire, have been in 
compost heaps. Compost heaps are perhaps the man-made equivalent of anthills in the way 
they both warm up to much higher temperatures than their surroundings. Interestingly I found 
a frequent inhabitant of compost heaps, the slow worm, in a yellow ant nest in Roeburndale 
this summer.

I was pleased to receive a few new records for the Daddy Long-legs spider Pholcus 
phalangioides after last year’s request. I received reports from Wyresdale Road, Lancaster, 
Haverbreaks, Bare, and White Lund. These are welcome new tetrad records but I am sure 
there must be many more houses with it. Apparently it is scarce in the Liverpool area, 
according to Chris Felton. 

Orthoptera 



I have not managed to see the Short-winged Conehead Conocephalus dorsalis this year, but 
Linda Renshaw found it flourishing on the saltmarsh south of Heald Brow. Here, where I 
struggled hard to find one specimen in 2005 she and her friend Ros found six straight away. 
In spite of the poor summer they seem to have done well here, and also on the Keer estuary 
(LR) and Sambo’s Grave at Sunderland Point (John Holding).  In both places they continued 
into October. In July Alan Ferguson found good numbers of the Dark Bush Cricket 
Pholidoptera griseoaptera at its only known site in our area on Heathwaite. 

Grasshoppers also seem to have done surprisingly well in spite of the terrible summer 
weather. Maybe the hot May set them off to a good start. I found large numbers of both the 
Field Grasshopper Chorthippus brunneus and the Common Green Grasshopper Omocestus 
viridulus at the butterfly orchid site in Hindburndale, and those two plus the Mottled 
Grasshopper Myrmeleotettix maculatus at Close Gill Beck, Littledale. This was a new site for 
the Field Grasshopper, which is not often found away from the coast.  The Meadow 
Grasshopper Chorthippus parallelus was abundant on Heysham Moss, lasting well into 
October.

My thanks to everyone who has sent in records for these groups. Please continue the good 
work in 2009.
 
Jennifer Newton

Warton Crag 

2008 proved even more disastrous for butterflies than 2007. No Small Tortoiseshells or 
Painted Ladies were seen on the transect, Peacocks, Red Admirals and Commas were right 
down, and the fritillaries were disappointing, with Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl- bordered 
at about their lowest numbers ever, though High Brown Fritillaries were very similar to last 
year, about average. All the small butterflies, skippers, hairstreaks, Small Heath, Common 
Blue did very poorly, though Holly Blue and Wall Brown managed a reasonable showing.  
The only compensation is that other sites mostly did similarly badly, though Northern Brown 
Argus fared better on the lower slopes of Warton Crag than on our patch. But even our low 
numbers of Pearl-bordered Fritillaries are better than on many sites where it has disappeared 
completely over the last few years. This species does seem severely threatened in our area. 
Dragonflies, apart from Common Darters, Sympetrum striolatum were disappointingly scarce 
this year, after their abundance last year.

June 7th was National Moth Day and Night, and one of the target species was the micro moth 
Anania funebris, a small but very distinctive moth with large white dots on a dark 
background and now a priority species under the national Biodiversity Action Plan. We have 
long known it from Warton Crag and Gait Barrows and organised events to count numbers on 
both sites and look for it elsewhere in the district. We were unsuccessful in the wider district, 
but were able to find six on the RSPB area just below West Field, two on West Field and one 
on the Local Nature Reserve (as well as much larger numbers on Gait Barrows). Two days 
later I found two more in different parts of the LWT reserve, one with good numbers of 
Chimney Sweeper Odezia atrata moths, which have done well  here in the area of Strickland 
Wood near the summit which we cleared last year. An exciting find on the same day was one 
specimen of the aptly named Red-necked Footman Atolmis rubricollis resting on a grass 
blade in Strickland Wood. There are only a handful of scattered records from VC60 over 15 
years.



Felling of large sycamores continued through the early part of the year, under Steve and Tom 
(see Aughton Wood report), and there is now a substantial open area in Potts Wood, formerly 
heavily shaded by mature sycamores. We spent the January working party clearing and 
burning a large quantity of brashings, even so leaving considerable quantities to rot away. 
This summer ferns, especially Harts Tongue Phyllitis scolopendrium, flourished on the open 
rocky slopes and there was also a clump of Hard Shield Fern Polystichum aculeatum which I 
had not noticed before. I was pleased to find the Round-mouthed snail Pomatias elegans, a 
rare snail this far north, and not seen recently on the Crag to my knowledge.

With the end of the Reserves Enhancement Scheme funding from Natural England it has 
become necessary to obtain funding from elsewhere, this time Higher Level Stewardship 
funding from DEFRA for West Field, obtained with some difficulty since the funding is 
primarily aimed at farmers to encourage the improvement of biodiversity on farms. The 
woodlands have been entered into the Forestry Commission Woodland Management Scheme. 
A three year Butterfly Management Project on Warton Crag LWT reserve has been made 
possible with a grant from the Lancashire Environmental Fund. The project will aim to carry 
out scrub clearing work, coppicing and bracken management, and to trial new management 
techniques to help with long-term maintenance of the habitats. The practical work will be 
carried out alongside the current programme of grazing which also forms a key part of the 
management prescription for the site. Much of the work will be undertaken by volunteers 
through practical working party days, while more specialist work will be delivered by trained 
volunteers or staff members. The project will be supported by the Trust’s Heritage Lottery 
Funded Volunteer Project, in our area under Tom Wieckowski, which aims to promote 
opportunities and engage and support new and current volunteers.

In the summer Reuben and helpers tried out different methods of bracken control, to be 
analysed by a student from the University of Central Lancashire in Preston. Some patches 
were cut, some bruised with a roller, some heavily trampled by the cattle and some left 
untreated as controls. We await results to decide on the best way to create and maintain rides 
through the large bracken stands, to encourage the cattle into these areas and create a mosaic 
of bracken interspersed with grassy patches. Violets for the fritillaries seem to do best on the 
interface between dense bracken and open rides.

Our October work party broke new ground with 18 young missionaries coming to help out. 
They turned out to be Mormons on their two year stint of helping in communities long 
distances from their homes. Their homes were all over the world, several from USA 
including Alaska, also South America, Argentina, Brazil. They were all staying in the north-
west but some had travelled considerable distances, from Workington, Blackpool, Preston. 
We had a useful day, clearing trees and scrub from the limestone outcrops on West Field and 
I think we all enjoyed chatting to these people from such different backgrounds. 

Tom has organised regular twice monthly work parties with students from the two 
universities in Lancaster. With the missionary event in October, two working parties with 
university students and the NLN working party in December we have managed to clear 
effectively a considerable area at the southern end of West Field. This was the site for one of 
our first working parties some 20 years ago, but we have now cleared a much bigger area.

The work done by our regular NLN helpers and other local volunteers is much appreciated. 
Anyone who would like to join us, in either management work or surveying of birds, 
butterflies, plants will be most welcome. We hope to spend a day or two next July on detailed 
mapping of the High Brown Fritillary butterflies, to find out exactly which areas on West 
Field they are using for nectaring, egg-laying, courting, etc. We also need to try to determine 



just how many of the large fritillaries are Dark Green and how many High Brown. Our 
impression is that Dark Greens are uncommon on Warton Crag but on some sites locally, 
such as Eaves Wood and Gait Barrows, it is felt that Dark Greens have increased to become 
similar in numbers or even more numerous than High Browns. Please contact either Jennifer 
or Reuben if you would like to help with this work.

Jennifer Newton and Reuben Neville


