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North Lancashire Naturalists Group 

The Group is a local group of the Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, 

Manchester & N.Merseyside, primarily for members living in 

the Lancaster City Council District and immediately adjacent 

areas of Lancashire, South Cumbria and North Yorkshire. 

Meetings are open to all members of the Wildlife Trust.  If 

you are not already a member, come along to a few meetings 

and, if you like what we do, join us. 

The Committee coordinates all the work of the Group and, in 

particular, arranges meetings, field outings, recording 

sessions, working parties on local reserves and the 

production of the annual Newsletter.  The Recorders receive 

and collate records to help conserve interesting sites, to 

monitor changing numbers and distribution of species and to 

contribute to national recording schemes. 

Our events and meetings are listed in the Wildlife Trusts 

brochure ‘Wildlife What`s On’ which can be obtained locally 

from Heysham Nature Reserve (01524 855030) or by Email -

info@lancswt.org.uk.   

For further information contact the Chairman, Mike Moon, E-

mail mikejmoon@aol.com or telephone him on 01524 

701163.  
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Chairman`s Report 

Well, this has been a rather damp year, especially during the 

summer but, nonetheless, it has made little difference to our 

activities as we have all been as busy as ever.  Putting it in 

perspective, however, last year we were all shrouded in 

snow, in comparison to the current mild weather of 

December and January.  I cannot ever remember seeing 

daffodils in flower before Christmas day, but they were well 

away just up the road this year.  

Sadly, once again, I have to report the loss of another of our 

stalwarts.  Brian Carlyle was our Lichen recorder, but his 

knowledge extended far beyond that particular area.  If it 

was green(ish), didn't move and grew on a rock or a tree, 

Brian knew what it was.  He was also a keen caver and 

climber.  His loss is all the more reason for us to find new, 

younger and active members for the society, and new 

members for the committee.  

Jim Thomas says he has given his last report on bugs and 

beetles, so it looks like we may have a further vacancy for a 

recorder, and we still need a recorder for bees and wasps; so 

plenty to do!  Ruth resigned from the Committee at the 

beginning of the year.  Both these members have served 

NLN very well over the years, and both will be missed.  

So we now wait to see what 2012 has to offer, and to see 

what effect these stringent financial times may have on our 

local environment.  

Perhaps all this global warming will at last deliver us a warm 

summer for once!  

Mike Moon 

Front Cover - Lady’s Slipper Orchids at Gait Barrows by 

Laura Sivell 

mailto:info@lancswt.org.uk
mailto:mikejmoon@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/acrooks/Documents/Mumsbits/Newsletter/Edition2009/Hard%20Copy%202009/Page%202/www.nlng.co.uk
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Editorial 

I hope you enjoy reading this 30th edition of the Newsletter; 

in itself a notable (if not silver or gold) anniversary. 

The Newsletter highlights what has been a busier year than 

usual for Trust staff, with the Morecambe Bay Wealth of 

Wildlife and the Hay Meadows Projects to manage.  These 

two additional projects have led to the Trust working in 

partnership with other organizations; in developing training 

workshops and volunteering opportunities, organizing events 

and advising about land management.  The article about the 

setting up of FAUNA, the new Nature Reserve in Lancaster, 

demonstrates the importance of such partnership links and 

the helpful advice and practical assistance which can be 

given.   

There have, indeed, been far more events held in our area 

this year than could possibly be reported in this newsletter, 

but I hope that there will be something to interest everyone 

and encourage readers to participate in the 2012 

programme.  So I hope people will check our website and 

find out what is going on this summer.  Some of you may 

even like to write a short account of an event for our 

Newsletter!  

The Newsletter could not be produced without many other 

people.  I must therefore thank all the hard working 

Recorders and Trust staff who have provided me with their 

Reports, and members who have agreed to write accounts 

of some of our field outings.  Special thanks must go to 

Laura Sivell who does such an excellent job with the desk 

top publishing and to Jennifer Newton for her expertise and 

sound advice.  Thanks also go to John Holding for his help 

and to everyone who has provided articles and 

photographs.  Lastly, but not least, we are very grateful to 

the LWT for allowing us to use their printing resources at 

Preston.  

Barbara Crooks 

Conservation and Planning 2011 

Looking back, wind turbine developments have dominated 

the past year, in particular, the Claughton Community 

Windfarm proposals.  The developers withdrew from the 20 

turbine Public Inquiry at a late stage and then appealed 

against the subsequent 13 turbine application before it was 

even determined.  They withdrew their latest appeal in 

September 2011.  Just when we hoped they had really gone 

away for good, they were back in touch with newly 

appointed ecological consultants wanting to discuss the way 

forward.  We have suggested that they review the last 3 

years comments for a start and also referred them to the 

recently published Forest of Bowland AONB Renewable 

Energy Position Statement, which makes it plain that this 

scale of development is inappropriate within the AONB. 

We are also starting to see an increase in applications for 

large, single turbines on farms within the Bowland AONB, so 

we wonder if they are being targeted in some way.  Heysham 

is also another current hotspot with the BT turbine, close to 

Heysham Moss SSSI, having been approved recently.  

Proposals for Heysham Harbour and the area south of the 

bypass are yet to be determined.  Middleton Nature Reserve 

is being affected by the offshore wind developers requiring a 

connection to the National Grid.  DONG Energy is currently 

consulting with us regarding route options through the site 

and it is likely that further offshore schemes in Morecambe 

Bay will seek similar routes.  On the Fylde, the only realistic 

landfall is at Rossall School, cutting across the undeveloped 

bit of the Fleetwood peninsula to the sub-station at Stanah; 

so pipeline and cable routes are fairly predictable in this 

area. 

We are finally developing a Trust Windfarm Policy and 

application checklist specific to our geographic area; thanks 

to the input of a volunteer - retired planner, Mike Collier 

MRTPI. 

Still on the energy theme, EDF Energy is no longer required 

to sell Heysham Power Stations, which we hope makes our 

Heysham operation slightly more secure.  On the Fylde, gas 

storage and fracking continue to be huge issues.  The gas 

storage company Halite (previously Canatxx) has just 

submitted its plans to the Infrastructure Planning 

Commission (IPC) after extensive public consultation.  If 

accepted for examination by the IPC, we will have 28 days to 

register in order to participate in the examination process.  

This will be the first IPC-determined case in Lancashire and 

hot on its heels is expected to be the Heysham-M6 link road 

application.  Both would previously have been determined 

by the relevant Local Planning Authority (County Council) 

but the scale of project requires that the IPC process be 

used as it is designed to speed up decisions on Major 

Infrastructure Projects. 

Hydraulic fracturing of the gas-bearing Bowland Shales 

(fracking) has been tested at 4 locations on the Fylde this 

year, but was halted early following seismic activity.  

Cuadrilla Resources’ test rig has now moved to Banks in 

West Lancashire, close to the Ribble Estuary.  Reports into 

the seismic activity have concluded that it was caused by the 

test drilling.  The report is now with Government which has 
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to decide whether fracking can proceed to commercial 

exploitation and, if so, what safeguards are required.  

Because fracking is new to the UK, it has been very hard to 

comment objectively on the likely environmental impacts, 

and the applications for test sites were carefully sized (below 

1ha) to avoid the need for Environmental Impact 

Assessments.  Friends of the Earth’s National Energy 

campaigner (Tony Bosworth) has briefed the Trust’s 

Conservation Committee and we are working to develop 

both our understanding and a Position Statement on 

fracking.  If it does move to commercial extraction, the 

environmental implications are potentially huge. 

Looking forward, 2012 seems set to be a milestone year with 

lots of celebratory events planned.  It will be this Trust’s 

fiftieth anniversary, the centenary of the Royal Society of 

Wildlife Trusts and the Preston Guild, held once every 20 

years.  Within North Lancashire, we will start work on the 

recently acquired Winmarleigh Moss SSSI which 

complements our existing landholding at Cockerham.  

Exciting but challenging times lie ahead and we are very 

grateful for your continued support. 

Kim Wisdom 

Conservation Officer for North Lancashire 

Reserves Reports 

Reserves Offiver’s Report 

The beginning of the year saw work commence on 

Cockerham Moss with the first phase of scrub removal work 

undertaken, as well as work to start developing the 

restoration plan for the site.  Although a certain amount of 

data about the site and the wider Winmarleigh Moss is 

known, there is still much to learn, and the Trust have been 

keen for monitoring work to form the major component of 

the early work.  A number of interesting species have already 

been recorded associated with the birch scrub and 

developing woodland, and it is important that the re-wetting 

and other restoration works take into account any existing 

biodiversity interest.  Definitely the most exciting and 

unexpected find was of a Nightjar one evening, during a less 

successful moth trapping session.  Whilst it`s behaviour 

suggested it may have been on territory, breeding wasn’t 

confirmed, but particular efforts will be made in 2012 to 

survey for this species.  If confirmed, it would be the first 

breeding record in Lancashire for over 20 years.  Although 

efforts to survey for Red-belted Clearwing and Rosy Marsh 

Moth were unsuccessful this year, a number of interesting 

moths have already been recorded.  Wood Tiger was again 

recorded this year, whilst the presence of Grass Wave makes 

the Moss the only site in Lancashire for this species.  

The ongoing restoration project will need to take account of 

all those important species currently using the site and 

changes to the hydrological regime at the reserve will have 

to be carefully controlled.  Extensive consultation with 

surrounding land owners and hydrologists is also going to be 

required to ensure that measures undertaken to restore the 

bog do not impact on the adjoining land.  Although the Trust 

purchased some additional farmland in buying Cockerham 

Moss, with the aim of restoring appropriate lagg habitat 

around the bog, some parts still join neighbouring 

agricultural land and other privately owned parts of the SSSI.  

That said, the Trust are currently in negotiations with the 

Duchy regarding the purchase of a further part of the 

Winmarleigh SSSI and we are hoping that 2012 may see an 

extension to our reserve, and an exciting step towards 

securing the future of the whole SSSI.  

This year, Steve Ryder coordinated the Large Heath survey 

efforts on the Trust owned part of the SSSI.  Three 

individuals were seen on 14th June close to Crawleys Dike 

which bi-sects the Winmarleigh complex and forms our 

boundary with the currently Duchy owned land to the south.  

Although the long term aim is to improve and extend the 

areas of habitat for this species, there are currently only 

small areas with any of the butterflies, larvae or nectaring 

food plants.  We were unable to ascertain whether a colony 

exists on Cockerham itself or whether those seen had come 

from land to the south.  With a predominantly southern 

distribution, the SSSI has also been home to Bog Bush-

cricket, and numerous individuals were recorded on several 

different areas of the reserve by the NLN outing to the 

reserve during the summer.  

Heysham Nature Reserve saw the regular programme of 

monitoring and management work, with birds, moths and 

dragonflies, as always, very well covered.  Many of this year’s 

highlights are documented elsewhere in the report, but one 

of the highlights for me this year was the rediscovery of 

Water Shrew on the reserve.  Unfortunately, this came in the 

form of a dead individual on one of the paths, but has been 

the only, definite record in over six years.  Some small 

mammal trapping had been undertaken this autumn with 

Water Shrew as one of the target species.  However, while 

our efforts failed to catch any shrew species, wood mice 

were recorded in almost every trap put out.  
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Heysham Moss saw a quiet year in terms of management 

after the last few years of restoration works.  Work this year 

was limited to the control of birch regeneration around the 

margins of the bog itself and botanical diversification of the 

meadow at the south end of the site.  The (now) annual use 

of a small group of Galloway cattle, resident over the winter 

and spring, is particularly good at reducing the cover of soft 

rush, and was followed this year by a late hay cut and the 

introduction of seed gathered from other parts of the 

reserve. 

The reserve again suffered from a number of small fires on 

the moss itself, although, thankfully, with minimal impact.  A 

fire in the wood, however, at the end of September 

destroyed one of the sections of boardwalk.  This had been 

installed during the initial Heritage Lottery funded project 

that had enabled the Trust to purchase the reserve - it was a 

sad reminder of some of the problems that now seem to be a 

not infrequent part of reserve management these days. 

On a much more exciting note, the Trust has been busy this 

year working on a new project to re-introduce Large Heath to 

Heysham Moss and, pending a successful funding bid, this 

will start in 2012.  The species has not been recorded from 

the site since the early twentieth century.  The project will be 

undertaken over a two year period in the hope of maximising 

success, and will include further capital works to elevate 

water levels around the margin of the bog.   

As announced in last year’s Newsletter, the community 

project - `Morecambe Bay:  A Wealth of Wildlife` - run by 

Emma Garston - has now successfully completed its first 

year.  It has been funded by Natural England through its 

`Access to Nature` project, and has involved Emma in 

working with various partners around the Bay and delivering 

a variety of different activities and events.  To date, it has 

worked with nine schools teaching Living Seas to 380 

children.  It has also delivered a total of 42 events 

throughout the year, including campaign and community 

action days involving a total of 570 people, and five training 

sessions attended by 58 people. 

We were also successful in the two funding bids for our 

grassland project and in setting up a North Lancashire 

Meadows Group partnership.  The former, funded by the 

Lancashire Environmental Fund, focussed primarily on the 

restoration and management of the Trusts own grassland 

sites in North Lancashire and has enabled us to purchase 

further equipment and become self sufficient in our 

grassland management.  Although poor weather gave very 

few opportunities for hay making this year, the advantage of 

having our own equipment on hand meant appropriate 

management was undertaken on all sites this year, as well as 

giving us the opportunity to trial new work on sites such as 

Lawson’s Meadow at Aughton Woods.  Running alongside 

this project, with funding from the Arnside and Silverdale 

AONB Sustainable Development Fund, we set up a small 

partnership under the banner of the North Lancashire 

Meadows Group.  The aims were to stimulate interest and 

understanding of local grasslands and provide assistance and 

support for maintaining and restoring them.  We have 

already set up a simple online blog, run a survey training 

course for volunteers and held a hay making day at Teddy 

Heights in conjunction with the Landscape Trust.  We have 

also worked with the FAUNA group in Lancaster to assist 

with the creation of their species rich hay meadow, and 

worked with a number of partners to gather local seed to 

assist with the restoration of several sites within the AONB.  

Next year we are hoping to be able to develop some of the 

ideas further and extend the work to other areas, as well as 

looking forward to seeing the fruits of our labours this year.  

Much of the excellent work carried out this year would not 

have been possible without the many hours that all the 

volunteers have given up to help the Trust and, as usual, a 

big thank you, and I look forward to working with you again 

in 2012. 

Further details about the wildlife of Heysham this year are 

compiled in the Heysham Observatory Annual Report, 

available from the reserve office or from the Leighton Moss 

shop.  A daily blog for the Heysham and Middleton area can 

be seen at  

http://heyshamobservatory.blogspot.com/   

More information about the North Lancashire Meadows 

Group can be found at 

http://nlmeadowsgroup.blogspot.com/  

Reuben Neville 

North Lancashire Reserves Officer 

Heysham Office Number: 01524 855030 

Mobile: 07979 652138 

http://heyshamobservatory.blogspot.com/
http://nlmeadowsgroup.blogspot.com/
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Middleton Nature Reserve 

The Wildlife Trust is now into the third year of an agreement 

with Lancaster City Council to manage this Biological 

Heritage Site and adjacent areas of Brownfield land as a 

Nature Reserve. 

Indications are that the habitat management work 

undertaken to date is already having a positive effect on the 

site’s ecology, both in enhancing the ecological value of 

existing habitats and in creating new, complementary habitat 

types. 

Areas of fen and pond margins that have been included in 

annual management regimes this year responded by 

providing fantastic shows of orchids in June.  Along the 

margin of the main (‘model boat’) pond, and within the fen 

to the north of this pond, we recorded Early Marsh Orchid, 

Common Spotted Orchid and Southern Marsh Orchid / 

Dactylorhiza hybrids, totalling hundreds of flowering spikes.  

Common Twayblade and Bee Orchid were also recorded. 

Despite another cool, cloudy summer, Odonata records were 

reasonable.  The bare, stoney margins created around the 

‘model boat’ pond proved a reliable habitat in which to see 

Black-tailed Skimmer during June and July.  Common Darter, 

Emperor and Four-spotted Chaser were also recorded from 

water bodies across the reserve, with mating and egg laying 

observed.  The Anisoptera were preceded by an encouraging 

Zygoptera emergence, with good numbers of Large Red, Blue

-tailed, Azure and Common blue Damselflies seen across the 

reserve this year. 

Predictably, given the recent sequence of poor summers, no 

Ruddy Darter were recorded again this year, and only a 

single, male Red veined Darter was recorded in late June.  

Migrant Hawker were recorded from the end of August. 

Records suggest that grassland butterfly species faired well 

on the reserve this year, with good counts of Common Blue, 

Meadow Brown and Small Heath (a BAP species).  

On 6th July, a Ringlet was reported from grassland near the 

main pond.  The description suggested the record was 

reliable and, if so, this is of some note, indicating the 

potential for colonisation of this area as the distribution of 

this butterfly species continues to extend within Lancashire. 

A single Burnet Companion Moth was recorded in grassland 

towards the western boundary of the reserve in mid June.  

This is the first record of this species on the site for 10 years 

and is also a notable record for this area.  Large numbers of 

Five and Six-spot Burnet Moths were also recorded this year. 

Grassland enhancement work also continued this year. An 

area of grassland, sheltered by Gorse, is being managed to 

promote development of species-rich, neutral grassland 

through cut-and-collect and seed sowing.  It is hoped to 

create an area of habitat approximating to a lowland 

meadow to complement the False-Oat Grass dominated 

communities, and to provide enhanced habitats for 

grassland Lepidoptera and other invertebrates.  

Elsewhere, Oxeye Daisy flowered in abundance on the thin 

soils.  A count on 16th June suggested there were upwards 

of 10,000 in flower in one area. 

Rotational willow coppicing is continuing to maintain habitat 

for breeding Grasshopper Warbler.  The first, singing male 

was recorded on 9th April, with 6 singing males heard on 

26th July and juveniles were ringed in August. 

The reserve again supported breeding pairs of another 7 

species of warbler this year:  Reed, Willow and Sedge 

Warblers, Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat, Chiffchaff, and 

Blackcap.  Wintering Snipe, Jack Snipe and Woodcock were 

recorded in early 2011.  

Surveys were carried out again this year to record breeding 

amphibians.  Great-crested and Smooth Newts were found 

to be widespread, as expected, but there are also indications 

that Palmate Newt may be breeding within the reserve.  

Further survey work and examination of newts in the hand is 

needed in 2012.  

Stoats were frequently recorded across the reserve this year.  

Next year, survey work is planned to determine whether 

Water Shrew use the site.  Work has also continued to 

address issues that compromise the ecological value of the 

site, including controlling Japanese Knotweed and Sea 

Buckthorn.  

A great deal of thanks go once again to the naturalists, bird 

ringers and work party volunteers that provide invaluable 

help with the management of this reserve. 

Steve Ryder, North Lancs Reserves Worker 
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Orchids at Middleton Reserve              Emma Garston 

Ox-eye Daisies at Middleton Reserve  Emma Garston 

Clearing the fence, Aughton Woods       J. Newton 

A bicycle jump, Aughton Woods      J Newton 

Clearing scrub from Warton Crag summit  J Newton 
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Aughton Woods 

Our work parties got off to an unfortunate start when, on the 
scheduled day in January, the River Lune had burst its banks 
and flooded right across the valley, making access into the 
woods too difficult.  The work party had to be cancelled, and 
was not rescheduled.  In July, we carried out a successful 
Himalayan Balsam bash under somewhat wet conditions, but 
not as bad as often.  The plant is certainly much less of a 
problem than before we started the work some years ago, 
and the 6 of us were able to clear most of the plants without 
too much difficulty. 

One activity which caused us concern in March, was finding 
tracks and jumps set up for mountain bicycles in Burton 
Wood.  This involved a considerable amount of digging and 
movement of large logs.  We hope it was just a brief holiday 
activity carried out by some local lads, but there have been 
similar worries at other reserves in our area. 

In November, we embarked on clearing the debris which had 
engulfed the fence that keeps the cattle out of the marshy 
area below Burton Wood, which the Trust acquired a few 
years ago.  Unfortunately, it is in the area which floods 
regularly when the Lune is out, and vast amounts of debris, 
including logs and sticks as well as large amounts of grassy 
vegetation, are washed down onto the fence.  At least, this 
time, the posts all held, and it wasn’t too difficult to tear off 
the debris and throw it the other side of the fence.  We then 
went into the wood to clear bramble and other invasive 
vegetation from the main path.  At the moment, the 
concessionary path has had to be closed because of damage 
to the footbridges over the gullies and the overgrowth of the 
paths.  Now the paths are negotiable and Steve and Reuben 
hope to repair the bridges as soon as possible. 

The following account, by Alan Draper on his nest boxes, 
indicates the disappointing results this year, particularly after 
all the effort he puts into erecting and monitoring nest boxes 
throughout the woods: 

Aughton Woods Nestboxes Report – 2011 
 
The breeding season got off to a promising start but soon 
went downhill, and ended up being, sadly, rather a disaster. 

The total number of nestboxes monitored this year was 33.  
These consisted of 26 existing boxes together with 7 new 
boxes erected early this spring.  These new boxes are part of 
a batch of 12 made this year and kindly financed by the North 
Lancs. Naturalists Group.  Of these 12, there are 3 remaining 
as spares for failing boxes, 2 were used to replace rotted 

boxes and 7 new boxes were erected. 

There is an unofficial theory that Pied Flycatchers like to use 
new boxes, and, indeed, one of the new ones (which had 
only been erected a couple of weeks earlier) did attract a 
Pied Flycatcher this year.  A part clutch of eggs was laid but 
unfortunately was predated.  Another clutch of eggs, possibly 
of a Redstart, was predated plus 5 clutches of Blue Tit eggs. 

 

In each case there remained only many small pieces of 
eggshell in the nests – this suggests that the culprits may 
have been Wood Mice.  These nests were spread throughout 
the area, rather than in one particular group. 

The take up of boxes was: 

Blue Tit  13 3 successful, 5 predated eggs, 4 
with failed eggs (reason unknown). 

Great Tit  3                      2 predated eggs, 1 
with failed eggs (reason unknown). 

Pied Flycatcher 1           1 predated eggs.  

Redstart??  1           1 predated eggs. 

Other nests were begun in 5 boxes but did not progress. 

10 boxes were unused. 

As can be seen, only three broods of young were successfully 
fledged from the 33 boxes. 

The weather during the breeding period was generally rather 
cool, windy and wet at times.  However, the Aughton Woods 
complex is not especially exposed and faces approximately 
south-east.  The woods are fairly dense and nests near 
ground level would therefore be somewhat protected from 
the elements. 

A disappointing outcome from four monitoring trips of 3-4 
hours, each undertaken from the Crook O’ Lune!  

Alan Draper 

 

Our thanks to Alan for all the work he has put in and best 
wishes for greater success in 2012.  Our thanks also go to all 
the helpers on the work parties. 

 

Jennifer Newton 
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Warton Crag LWT  

Unfortunately, 2011 could not compete with 2010 for 
numbers of butterflies, though the hot weather in April gave 
a good start, with unusually high numbers of overwintering 
butterflies such as Brimstones, Red Admirals and Small 
Tortoiseshells.  The final total of large fritillaries at 105 was 
less than half the numbers of last year, but still better than 
most years in the last decade.  The problem is in separating 
High Brown and Dark Green fritillaries.  They seem to get 
harder to catch each year; either because they fly faster (as 
was kindly suggested) or more likely we get less competent 
at netting them.   For the first time, however, the weather 
was good enough for us to carry out the fritillary survey over 
the whole Crag on the first day suggested.  The smaller 
fritillaries had fairly average counts, both slightly better than 
last year.  Small Heath had a very good year with an index of 
30 (the best since 1999) but none of the other small 
butterflies such as Skippers, Blues, Hairstreaks and Northern 
Brown Argus did at all well.  Ringlets seem to be established 
in one area, with 8 seen as compared with 6 last year (the 
first one in 2009).  Wall brown had an average year, but that 
is pleasing since it is generally declining and present on few 
sites in our area now. 

Two important moths, Cistus Forester Adsita geryon and 
White-spotted Sable Moth Anania funebris, both small but 
very distinctive, were seen by Steve Ryder and Reuben 
Neville on West Field, in an area opened up a few years ago.  
Although a few Cistus Foresters are seen most years on the 
RSPB section, there are far fewer records on the LWT part, 
and it is very pleasing to have its presence here confirmed.  
Both species are nationally scarce and declining. 

An important new venture has been survey work carried out 
by invertebrate experts from Liverpool Museum.  They have 
put out pitfall and Malaise traps in various places within the 

LWT reserve, and return monthly to monitor and reset the 
traps.  I have joined them on several occasions and learnt a 
good deal from them.  They will add enormously to our 
understanding of the invertebrates of the Crag, especially 
groups like sawflies, bugs and beetles, for which we have 
rather few records so far.  I was pleased on one visit to be 
able to locate Fairy Hole cave and find the impressively large 
cave spider Meta menardi within it.  The team will continue 
their work next year. 

Management has continued in the usual way, with grazing 
by small numbers of Bill Grayson’s cattle for short periods 
throughout the year.  Reuben Neville and Steve Ryder have 
continued with their bracken bruising and bracken and scrub 
clearance, and there have been work parties of NLN 
members and university students.  In February we cleared 
regrowth in the coppice area within Strickland Wood, the 
first area to be cleared of trees back in 1991.  In October, 7 
of us plus 2 boys from the Boys’ Brigade, together with their 
instructor, cleared scrub from the slope on the western side 
of West Field, above the charcoal burning site.  We hope to 
put up a temporary fence here to exclude the cattle from a 
small area in order to monitor the impact of grazing, as has 
been done effectively on the RSPB side.  On the December 
work party, we cleared a mass of scrub regrowth from 
around the beacon on the summit, and managed to get a 
very good bonfire going to warm us while we ate the mince 
pies kindly provided by Reuben and Emma. 

We thank all our helpers, on both Warton Crag and Aughton 
Woods, especially Anne Smith and Mike Bloomfield who 
regularly travel from the Fylde to join us.  Barbara Crooks 
has again done a number of the weekly butterfly transect 
counts, for which I am very grateful.  Any new helpers will be 
most welcome. 

Jennifer Newton 

Over Kellet Pond. 

The pond has yet again been plagued with ducks.  Attempts 
to exclude them from part of the pond nearest to the road, 
using orange plastic netting, proved ineffective.  The birds 
could fly into the enclosed area and, if the water level was 
low, swim into it.  

Emma Garston visited the village school and encouraged the 
pupils to design posters requesting people not to feed the 
ducks.  One of the parents, Emma and I judged the resulting 
posters.  The winner was the youngest entrant with a stun-
ning, coloured drawing of a duck and the two runners up 
produced really informative displays.  

A working party took place on the last Saturday in October.  
It is not possible to have it earlier because of the presence of 
Great-crested Newts until this time.  In previous years, Reu-

ben or Alan have cleared the vegetation beside the pond 
with a noisy machine a day or two before, but to do such a 
thing early on a Saturday morning would not go down too 
well with the near-by residents.  Steve brought two scythes 
which were most effective, leaving short remains of the 
Rosebay Willowherb stems.  These must be uncomfortable 
for the ducks to sit on because they have not ventured into 
the reserve since.  

We are still trying to work out how to exclude the ducks 
completely.  

 

Andrew Cadman 
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Recorders’ Reports 

Fungi 

The unusual weather during Spring 2011 made it difficult to 

predict the likelihood of a good season.  In early August, 

however, there were encouraging signs at Roudsea Wood 

and also at Waitby Greenriggs, further north in Cumbria 

(where the season always starts earlier) and we were fairly 

optimistic.  After a frustrating week away looking for summer 

fungi in Shropshire (which was bone dry) we returned to find 

that the early promise appeared to have been unfulfilled.  

Nevertheless, as autumn progressed, we had some 

interesting finds and the season did not completely 

disappoint. 

After a pre-foray at Gait Barrows in late September, on which 

we found very few fungi, it was with some misgivings that we 

arrived at the car park the following day to be greeted by 

some 28 enthusiastic members of Arnside Natural History 

Society.  Having warned them that they would have to work 

hard, we were delighted that the sharper-eyed among the 

group were soon spotting fruiting bodies, admittedly not all 

in prime condition, but providing sufficient interesting 

material for discussion.  The final total reached nearly 

seventy species.  The most notable find of the day was an 

extensive group of robust tooth fungi growing under Oak, in 

a small clearing not far from the barns.  This was a Phellodon 

– a genus which can be difficult to identify to species – but it 

was sent off to Kew where it was identified as the Fused 

Tooth P.confluens.  It is interesting to note that Pat Livermore 

has a record of the almost identical Grey Tooth P.melaleuca 

(also identified by Kew) at Gait Barrows in 1980.  These are 

both uncommon fungi and are found almost exclusively in 

Scotland and Southern England.  We suspect that they may in 

fact have been the same fungus and extensive current 

research into the genus (including DNA studies) may clarify 

the situation.  Other less common fungi found that day were 

the orange-red Cortinarius bolaris (Dappled Webcap), the 

robust Crimson Waxcap Hygrocybe punicea and a coral 

fungus Ramaria gracilis which was new to us. 

In October, at Gait Barrows, we found a single, almost dead 

specimen of a bright yellow eccentric fungus with dark 

squamules on the cap, growing on a decaying pine log.  This 

was Tricholomopsis decora (Prunes and Custard) normally 

found in the Caledonian pine forests of Scotland.  It is closely 

related to the much more familiar T. rutilans (Plums and 

Custard) which has reddish-purple squamules.  John Holding 

also sent us a photograph of a large Earthstar found beside 

the Limestone Trail.  The fruiting body of the Collared 

Earthstar Geastrum triplex is at first bulb-shaped, some 3 to 

5cm across.  As it matures, the outer wall splits into between 

4 and 8 pointed rays which spread to between 5 and 10 cm.  

The rays then bend back raising the fungus from the ground, 

and the thick, fleshy surface splits to form a “collar” on which 

the spherical spore-sac sits.   

A new site for us in 2011 was Myers Allotment, a Butterfly 

Conservation Reserve, accessed from a gate on The Row 

(Leighton Moss end).  This 7 hectare reserve is covered with 

scrub and light woodland, with some areas of exposed 

pavement and limestone grassland.  Management has been 

taken over from the AONB Landscape Trust by Butterfly 

Conservation which is clearing it to provide habitat 

favourable to the High Brown Fritillary.  The site is rather 

rough and, in some places, steep, and you are requested to 

keep to the marked path.  Ann and Ken Kitchen took us there 

to show us the beautiful Violet Coral Clavaria zollingeri, a 

dense clump of bright, pinkish violet fingers.  Though not 

common, it is probably rarely missed due to its striking 

appearance.  On this and a subsequent visit, we recorded a 

total of 30 species, mostly grassland fungi including seven 

waxcaps.  Of particular interest was the rare Helianthemum 

associate, Tricholoma sulphureum var. hemisulphureum (a 

variant of the Sulphur Knight) which we discussed at some 

length several years ago.  New to Britain in 2002, it has now 

been recorded in around a dozen sites in England and Wales, 

of which four are in the AONB; the nearest other location is 

the Alps where it grows with Dryas and dwarf willow.  Also 

on the grassland was a single Helvella crispa (White Saddle).  

This is a close relative of many of the small cup fungi, but in 

this case the “cup” can be up to 5cm across and is supported 

at the top of a robust stem, bending over to form the 

“saddle”.  This was our first Helvella record for the area, so 

we were interested to receive a photograph from Rob Petley-

Jones of the much less common Helvella atra which has a 

dark cap.  It was growing beside the track near the barn at 

Gait Barrows and was fortunately photographed before it 

was run over by a tractor! 

This year, we recorded for the first time on the unimproved 

grassland at The Lots at Silverdale and were pleased to find 

13 species of waxcap on a single visit of less than one hour; 

sufficient for it to be classified as a site with conservation 

value of national importance.  These included Hygrocybe 

flavipes (Yellow Foot Waxcap) and H. aurantiosplendens 

(Orange Waxcap) both new to the AONB.  (Beware!  The 

latter is an unfortunate choice of name since the great 

majority of orange waxcaps are not this uncommon fungus).  

There were also several species of coral fungi and a fair 

number of Earthtongues (Geoglossums and Trichoglossums).  

This has been a good year for these black club fungi, certainly 

in south Cumbria, with hundreds on Redhills Pasture and 

even 20 to 30 on our own small lawn.  Only 2 to 5 cm tall, 

they are difficult to spot until you get your eye in and are 
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virtually impossible to tell apart in the field.  They can be 

quickly identified to species under the microscope.  Without 

such an examination of a large number of representative 

individuals, a complete list for any site with extensive groups 

of fruiting bodies is very difficult to compile.  However, the 

patches of sphagnum under the Yews at Gait Barrows 

provided an ideal habitat for the slightly more distinctive 

purplish-black Geoglossum atropurpureum, though, even 

with this, the slight purple tinge often soon disappears. 

Until the boundary changes in 1974, Roudsea Wood was in 

the Furness district of Lancashire.  It therefore seems 

appropriate to mention the Goliath Webcap Cortinarius 

praestans, which is among the rarest and largest fungi in 

Britain.  The purple-brown cap of mature specimens can be 

20 to 30 cm in diameter.  A very few occasional records exist 

Ferns 

The year 2011 has, unfortunately, been a blank year for fern 

recording, but in November 2010 Roy Copson reported a new 

location (46Q) for the Rustyback Fern Asplenium ceterach 

(Ceterach officinarum).  He found a single plant growing on 

an exposed, South-facing wall beside a busy road in 

Lancaster.  The location looked a very unpromising one for 

ferns, but the Rustyback is more tolerant of dryness than 

most.  In prolonged dry weather its distinctive fronds curl 

inwards, exposing the light brown scales beneath.  Robin 

Moran, in ‘The Natural History of Ferns’, describes how, in 

another drought-tolerant fern -  the Scaly Polypody -  the 

Hoverflies 

This is the first hoverfly report, so I will start with a general 

introduction. 

Interest in hoverflies is understandably low because only their 

Latin names are used.  There are just two exceptions - The 

Marmalade Fly Episyrphus Balteatus and The Drone Fly 

Eristalis Tenax.  

Hoverflies are a family of flies which belong to the insect 

order of Diptera.  These are true or two-winged flies.  The 

scientific name for hoverflies is Syrphidae.  They neither sting 

nor bite but use mimicry to resemble bees and wasps.  Nearly 

all winged insects, other than flies, have two pairs of wings, 

but in hoverflies the second pair has become modified.  They 

are pin-head in size but are still used to help them balance in 

flight.  

Their unique wing venation configuration is used to identify 

them as hoverflies. The number of U.K. species in 2002 stood 

at 276 and is still slowly increasing.  In 2011, I recorded 828 

specimens, details of which I forwarded to the National 

Recorder, Roger Morris, who lives in Lincolnshire.  Around 

in other regions, but it’s stronghold is now in Roudsea Wood 

where it has been recorded almost every year since 2000.  In 

2001, Pat Livermore (who was out of the country in 1987 

when Dennis Nelson first found it at Roudsea) finally realised 

her ambition with a good sighting.  Apart from 2004, when a 

group of around twenty was recorded in an area 

subsequently coppiced, most records have been of individual 

fungi in various areas of the wood.  However, from a single 

specimen which appeared in 2007 at the edge of an old hazel 

coppicing, we have seen numbers increase and spread each 

year until, in 2011, there were about two dozen fruiting 

bodies extending over a distance of six or seven metres. 

Certainly an optimistic note on which to conclude our report. 

John and Sheila Weir 

A Short Note on Photographing Hoverflies 

Hoverflies are not difficult to photograph with a camera with 

good optical zoom (over10x) and good close up potential.  

They are less prone to disturbance than butterflies and are 

often quite still for short periods whilst nectaring.  Many of 

them have attractive patterning and, though still mimicking 

bees and wasps, are themselves harmless to humans.  On 

page 12 there are two from 2011; one from a Heysham 

garden and the other on hogweed near Haweswater in 

Silverdale (identified by Brian). 

John Holding 

scales underneath the fronds are used to absorb moisture.  

The curling of the fronds allows the scales to intercept water 

from above more effectively than they would in an expanded 

frond. 

This is one of the most distinctive and attractive of our British 

native ferns, characteristically found on cliffs of basic rocks, 

particularly limestone, and on walls where the lime-rich 

mortar provides similar conditions.  It can also be found in 

the grikes of limestone pavement.   

Trevor Piearce 

50,000 records are sent in every year and their verification is 

investigated with great diligence.  Any photographs would be 

welcome for identification with dates and grid references.  

Thanks go to John and Betty Holding, Linda Renshaw, 

Jennifer Newton and John Girdley for records received in 

2011.  A special thanks goes to Barry Brigden who has 

provided encouragement and support throughout the year.  

Brian Hugo 
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Earthstar (collared) , Gait Barrows (see page 10)          J Holding 

Eristalis arbustorum (small drone-fly)            J Holding 

Dasysyrphus  albostriatus, Haweswater          J Holding 

Wood tiger moth, Cockerham (see page4)             G Jones 

Mossgate Primary School, 12/7/11 - M.B.W.O.W Project (see page 5) 

                                      E Garston 
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 Butterflies 

After the very cold winter of 2010-11, butterflies started 

emerging from hibernation at a normal time, with Brim-

stone Gonepteryx rhamni recorded on Feb 23rd and Small 

Tortoiseshell Aglais urtica out the next day.  April was very 

warm, bringing the Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina out 

on the 14th, some 3 weeks earlier than usual and Pearl-

bordered Fritillary Clossiana euphrosyne on the 20th.  

Weather-wise, the season continued well into late May, 

when things took a downturn with difficult conditions for 

the High Brown Fritillary Argynnis adippe, before picking up 

again in late summer.  Autumn was again very warm with 

some late sightings – the last butterfly recorded was a Red 

Admiral on Dec 27thth.   

The project to replenish the colony of Duke of Burgundy at 

Gait Barrows seems to be a great success so far.  Captive-

reared butterflies were released on the reserve for the 2nd 

year, and the highest ever number were recorded on the 

transect.  It is hoped that the broadened genetic diversity of 

the population will invigorate them, eventually making the 

colony strong enough to act as a source for possible intro-

ductions or re-introductions at other sites in the area. 

Things weren’t so rosy, though, for the Pearl-bordered Fritil-

lary.  Numbers were quite poor across the transects, though 

not as bad as in 2010, and the good spring may bode well 

for 2012. 

The Small Pearl–bordered Fritillary Clossiana selene had a 

better year, with good increases at Gait Barrows (best ever 

year), Jack Scout and Arnside Knott.  Eaves Wood, however, 

showed a continuing decline, and things there were close to 

the worst year on record.  

Purple Quercusia quercus and White-letter Satyrium w-

album Hairstreaks had a good year, with a new dot on the 

map for Purple Hairstreak at Halton Training Camp (3 seen 

flying above oaks), and the first ever transect records of 

White-letter at Eaves Wood.  A single individual had been 

recorded there back in the 1980s - seen in the car park, it 

was suspected at the time that it may have been released 

there.   

The colonisation of the limestones by Gatekeeper Pyronia 

tithonus, Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris and Ringlet 

Aphantopus hyperantus has continued, with Gatekeeper 

doing very well at Jack Scout (see below) 

Other species that did notably well were the Orange Tip An-

thocaris cardamines and the Grayling Hipparchia semele. 

 

What happened to the Wall Lasiommata megera though?  An 

unexplained disappearance of this species began in the 90’s in 

the south-east of England, and has now reached us.  Wall 

numbers have been declining sharply in the last few years, 

and it seems to have become extinct at sites that have appar-

ently good habitat, in a state that supported good numbers of 

this butterfly for many years.  I didn’t see a single Wall in Lan-

cashire (or on my Cumbrian Transect) all year. 
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The Ringlet at Gait Barrows 

and the Small Skipper at Arnside Knott. 

Small Skipper
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Graphs below show the situation at Gait Barrows,  

Arnside Knott (no 2011 records at all) 
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Eaves Wood (again, no 2011 records) 

And Warton Crag RSPB 

Wall

None

All Sections

Year

20112010200920082007200620052004200320022001200019991998199719961995199419931992199119901989

T
ot

al
 N

um
be

r 
C

ou
nt

ed

190

180

170

160

150

140

130

120

110

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

0

With no known cause for this, there is nothing much that can 

be done.  What a shame it would be to lose a species that 

was widely common just a few years ago.  Warton Crag LWT 

still holds reasonable numbers – why, when it has declined so 

much at other sites? 

I can’t close this account without mentioning the new reserve 

of Myers Allotment.  Butterfly Conservation took over the 

lease on this site which has been officially open since July.  

Management is primarily being aimed at creating butterfly 

habitat, and a phenomenal amount of work has already been 

done, with new rides and glades created and much of the 

scrub encroachment beaten back.  With the work being done 

at all the other sites in the area, there must be hope for the 

future of butterflies however bleak things may look. 

Laura Sivell 

 

 
 

Moths 

Introduction: 

Based on records received up to 31/12/2011, moth recorders 

in North Lancs recorded approximately 93,000 moths of 867 

species (including 78,000 macros of 440 species and 15000 

Micros of 436 species).  This was, I believe, the best year ever 

for species recorded.  However, some species were seen in 

very low numbers, possibly representing unfavourable (windy 

and clear) recording conditions in the first half part of the 

year.  The possible exception was mid April, when a “Spanish 

plume” of hot air engulfed the county, causing the early 

emergence of several key species:  It also brought a hint of 

the migration conditions that next hit us in late September 

and persisted into October. 

New moths for the area: 

There were five species new for the NLN area this year (some 

of which were also new for VC60).  One new record was also 

added from last year:- 

New Micros: 

Sometimes moth recorders will put specimens in the freezer 

“to look at later!”  One such was Monochroa tetragonella, 

taken at Sunderland Point (30/6/2010).  Superficially similar 

to a coleophora, it initially defied identification, however, 

after genitalial determination (John Girdley (JG) / Steve 

Palmer (SP)) it was proven to be the first example of this 

moth from the NW of England.  Extensive springtime 

searches for the larva on Sea-Milkwort failed to find any 

trace (SMP) but another came to light this year (25/6, JG) 

confirming a viable but previously overlooked colony.  

 

One of two new micros from 2011 was Lampronia morosa 

(25/5, SP), which was netted flying in sunshine around Burnet 

Rose near Sunderland Point.  The other new micro was 

Mompha jurassicella:  Steve Palmer takes up the tale:  

“On 4th September, a small, brown micro was found in the 

Heysham NR trap (JG / HNR team) and passed to SMP for 

identification.  The initial thought was that it was probably a 

Gelechiid moth, but on closer examination its hindwings 

were found to be the wrong shape for that family.  The 

structure of the moth suggested it was a member of the 

Momphidae, usually a very well marked family with scales 

showing metallic silvers, oranges, whites and black – this 

moth had none of these.  Following dissection, a slide was 

made and it was provisionally identified as Mompha 

jurassicella.  This was well outside the moth’s known national 

range so expert confirmation was sought.  On a recent trip to 

London, the slide and moth were shown to Dr John Langmaid 

who commented the moth was darker than he’d come across 

before, but kindly confirmed it as M. jurassicella - new to 

Lancashire.” 
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New Macros  

Lampronia morose—Sunderland Point                     S M Palmer 

Striped Wainscot—White Moss                J Girdley

Hellinsea oseodactylus, 17mm, Heysham 18/7/2011 

J Girdley 

July Belle—Sunderland 26/6/2011                                              J Girdley 

Beech Green Carpet, Millhouses, 3/8/2011           J Girdley 

Palpita vitrealis, Morecambe, 7/10/2011            J Girdley 

Scarce Bordered Straw, Sunderland, 20/7/2011         J Girdley 
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Following the first VC60 record of the scarce migrant Ni Moth 

on the 28th Sept in Preston, second and third records 

appeared at Yealand Redmayne (SS) on the 1st October and 

Yealand Conyers on 2nd (Brian Hancock (BH)). 

Moths at some key sites: 

Myers Allotment:  An exciting development in the area was 

the purchase of this new Butterfly Conservation Reserve in 

Silverdale.  An open invitation to trap the reserve led to the 

recording of a creditable 241 species in its first year.  As 

volunteers continue their work on the habitat, we can expect 

this number to increase appreciably.  Amongst the more 

significant species recorded were:  Blossom Underwing (BH, 

Martin Elsworth (ME) and SP), Barred Tooth-striped (SP), Oak 

Nycteoline (JG), Brown Scallop (14 – a record Lancs count) 

and Dark Umber (Eddie Langrish (EL) and Andy Barker (AB) + 

several recorders).  Notable micros recorded included Acleris 

ferrugana, Acleris literana and Epinotia solandriana (JG).  

Heysham Moss (LWT) remains somewhat under recorded for 

moths but a daytime visit (SP and Caroline Palmer (CP)) on 

18th March was well worthwhile, producing 7 Orange 

Underwing in flight around birch trees and new for SD46. 

Heysham Nature reserve / Middleton NR (LWT):  

Heysham is probably the only “constant effort” site for moths 

in the area.  An impressive 313 species were recorded by the 

team:  Pete Marsh (PJM), Alan Draper (AD), Rueben Neville 

(RN), Steve Ryder (SR), Jean Roberts (JR) and JG. 

Good moths included the scarce day-flying Burnet companion 

(Janet Packham, per PJM).  This was also recorded a few days 

later at Middleton LWT reserve (SR) and Janet also found 

Marsh Pug at about the same time.  A total of 346 Straw 

Underwing were seen, seemingly a common species at 

Heysham, but one that has full rarity status elsewhere in the 

area.  Treble Bar has a similar status with 90% of all VC60 

records coming from this site. 

Ruddy Highflier confirmed its presence; Barred Red turned up 

on the 29/6 and Purple Thorn appeared for the first time 

ever.  Blackneck was common this year after the first record 

in 2010.  Pick of the micros included:  the unusual plume 

Hellinsia osteodactylus, 3 x Chionodes fumatella (first 

recorded here last year), a Scrobipalpa salinella away from 

the salt marshes, Agonopterix angelicella (29/7) (also seen in 

a Heysham garden, 9/7, JH) and Agonopterix umbellana 

(10/4, 2nd VC record).  Remarkably, this last species was also 

recorded again in autumn, both at Millhouses and 

Sunderland. (PJM & JG). 

Sunderland Point: 

This coastal site continued to excel, with significant records 

including:  Dark Spinach, July Belle (see p15), Lempke's Gold 

Spot (astonishing away from the hills), Monochroa tenebrella 

(2nd record for NLN recording area) and some nine different 

species of Coleophora, of which, 4 x Coleophora adjunctella 

(2nd and 3rd Lancs Records), 12 x Coleophora salicorniae (4th 

Lancs record) and 1 x Coleophora atriplicis (8th Lancs record) 

stand out (all JG).  

(NB. Lead Belle, is virtually inseparable from July Belle, flies 

earlier and appears in old records, but has never been 

officially accepted from the area.  Please retain any potential 

specimens.) 

Nearby, the main annual count of the Belted Beauty colony 

near Potts Corner (10/4) produced an impressive 566 moths 

(Lancashire Moth Group).  “This was well down on last year 

(but still good in relation to most years) - the likely cause of 

last years huge count was that the moths probably had a 

much more condensed emergence due to very cold 

conditions early in their flight period” – per Steve Palmer, 

Lancs Moths Group.   

Three weeks later, on the 4/5 (and a day after a long and 

fruitless search of the main colony following high tides) one 

came to light at Sunderland Point in a stiff easterly breeze.  

Belted Beauty is a very weak flier and this does pose the 

question as to whether there is a small, but overlooked 

colony on the extensive salt marshes on the other side of the 

estuary?  

Warton Crag: 

BAP species, Anania funebris, were first seen 29/4 (JG) and 

last seen on 11/6 (Graham Jones (GJ)).  Graham was on a 

roll, as he also found a minimum of 30 x Cistus Forrester (the 

best ever count of this species) and a Least Minor the same 

day!  

Wray Area:  

A Butterbur at High Tatham on the 30/8 (JG) was the first 

seen in the area for two years as was Grey-mountain Carpet 

at Botton Head 3/7 (TW).  

Millhouses, still the best, all round regular trapping site in 

the area, continued to impress with Beech-green Carpet 3/8 

and 2/9 (PJM) - the first Lancs records for four years.  Dingy 

Shell appeared on 12/8 (PJM) following on from another in 

Dolphinholme 4/7 (NR) and Lilac Beauty 4/7 (PJM) 

 

Silverdale AONB area: 

The Netted Carpet colony appears to be thriving.  “On the 4th 

September, the annual check of the Netted Carpet larvae 

was carried out, producing a very healthy count of 396 

caterpillars (Dr P Hatcher, J Houson, GJ, SP and E Sarney).”  

Any stand of Touch-me-not Balsam in the immediate area is 

possibly worth checking and more seeds have been spread 

to encourage the moth.   
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Nationally uncommon Celypha rufana was seen at Gait 

Barrows, 5/7 (R Heckford and S Beavan) and a report of one 

came from Carnforth (Jennifer Newton – JN).  Clouded Buff 

appeared on 26/6 in Yealand Redmayne (Sylvia Stokes – SS), 

Brown-spot Pinion was seen in Warton, 9/9 (ME) and later 

Carnforth (Liz Lyon - LL).  A Dusky Lemon Sallow came to light 

at Leighton Moss on 8/10 (SMP). 

This whole area remains the preserve of some very specialist 

moths that are seldom seen away from the Limestone, but 

which can be easily seen with a little planning.  Barred 

Carpet, Blomer’s Rivulet, Haworth’s Minor, Pretty Chalk 

Carpet and V-Moth all fit into this category. 

Other significant sightings: 

On 27/7, Linda Renshaw (LR) recorded an astonishing 550 

(minimum count) of Six-spot Burnet Moths in Middlebarrow 

Quarry, just into the Cumbrian part of our recording area.  

A chance sighting of a Red-necked footman at Thrushgill in 

late June (PJM) led to a detailed survey by TW, in which a 

record count of 98 moths was recorded (30/6).  This total is 

several times greater than all previous Lancashire records 

combined! 

Declining Moths in Northern VC 60: 

These figures give rise to some concern but may be a 

reflection of poor recording condition, especially in the early 

parts of the year.   

Blue Bordered Carpet - no records for two years!  

Fox Moth - just two records (PJM and NR) 

Small Elephant Hawk Moth - just two records from 

Dolphinholme (17/5, Nigel Rogers (NR)) and Carnforth (3/6, 

ME) 

Puss Moth - one record, from Forge House, SD56 (7/5, SR)  

Alder Kitten - one record (though never common) 

Dolphinholme, 1/6 (NR) 

Sallow Kitten - one record, Heysham NR, 20/5 (HNR team) 

Tawny-barred Angle - one record, Lords Lot, 9/7 (JG) 

The Campion - 3 records (BH and NR) 

Gold Spot - Just 33 records, mainly singletons, in 2011 

(Compare 60+ records in 2010, 100+ records in 2009, 130+ 

records in 2008, often of many moths) 

Back from the brink? 

A Garden Dart was caught in Morecambe, 7/8 (JG), 

potentially the first Lancs record since 2007.  Because of the 

difficulty in identifying these reliably (they are very similar to 

the closely related White-line dart), it was decided to 

scrutinise it a little more closely.  GJ obliged, confirming the 

record as a female. 

Migrant Moths:   

This was by far the best year for migrant moths since the 

bumper year of 2006!  

Micros: 

Plutella xylostella (Diamond-back Moth):  36 records, 31 

moths (first Yealand, 8/4 (BH) – last Myers Allotment, 13/10 

(JG)) 

Udea ferrugalis (Rusty Dot Pearl):  53 records, 64 Moths 

(first Blaze Moss, 4/7 (SP) – last Morecambe, 15/10 (JG)) 

Nomophila noctuella (Rush Veneer):  four records, (first 

Sunderland, 26/6 (JG) – last Heysham, 26/8 (JH)) 

Palpita vitrealis:   4th and 5th VC60 records (Leighton Moss, 

2/10 (BH) – Morecambe, 7/10 (JG)) 

Macros 

Vestal:  One record, Wray, 12/10 (Gary Jones) 

Gem:  Two Records (first Sunderland, 1/10 (JG) – last 

Carnforth, 12/11 (LL)) 

Hummingbird Hawk Moth:  Eight records (first Silverdale, 

24/4– last St. Nicholas Arcade, Lancaster, 7/10 (LR)) 

Bedstraw Hawk Moth:  One record in Heysham, 28/7 (JH) 

Dark Sword-grass:  53 records, 64 moths (first Heysham, 1/4 

(JH) – last Carnforth, 1/10 (LL)) 

Pearly Underwing:  3 records, the first since 2008. (First 

Heysham, 29/9 (JH) – last Morecambe, 2/11 (JG)) 

Small Mottled Willow:  1 record, the first since 2007, High 

Tatham, 4/7 (PJM) 

Scarce Bordered Straw:  2 records, the first since 2006 (first 

Sunderland, 20/7 (JG) – last Heysham, 27/9 (JH)) 

Ni Moth:  2nd and 3rd VC 60 records (Yealand Redmayne, 

1/10 (SS) and Yealand Conyers, 2/10 (BH)). 

Silver-Y:  300 records (first Yealand, 8/4 (BH), last HNR, 

21/12 (PJM)) 

Thanks to everyone who sent in records.  As ever, the author 

is happy to identify any unknown specimens.  This can 

usually be done from photos, but with micros it is usually 

best to keep the specimen. 

John Girdley 
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Dragonfly Report 

From being a major attraction in this area, this group has 

been seriously demoted in the general interest stakes during 

the last two years.  Our specialities have either disappeared 

or become “commonplace” in the usual Leighton Moss/

Silverdale area naturalist ‘honeypot’, and people have not 

felt the incentive to visit other areas, especially lowland sites.  

A few observers did cover other habitats, notably Linda 

Renshaw with respect to the riparian Banded Demoiselle 

habitat and several people reported Golden-ringed 

Dragonflies Cordulegaster boltoni in the usual “fitness walk” 

locations such as upper Hindburn and Roeburndale   

Banded Demoiselles Calopteryx virgo are now well-

established along the lower reaches of the Keer with, for 

example, records from Borwick on 18/6 and Millhead on 

24/7.  A new location comprised at least three just west of 

the B6384 along the river Bela on 20/7.  Much more 

unexpected was a female Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx 

virgo at Thurnham Mill on 19/8 

The ‘specialities which have almost disappeared’ comprise 

Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii at Middleton 

where there was a perhaps surprising sighting of a male on 

the model boat pond spit on 27/6 - a sighting which was, 

unfortunately, as per the theme of large chunks of the 

summer, followed by unsuitable flying weather, and it was 

not seen again.  Perhaps less predictably and rather 

disappointingly, Ruddy Darter S. sanguineum has apparently 

gone from the regular sites, the last of which was the goldfish

-ridden Bankwell where regular searches in 2011 failed to 

deliver.  However, it can be rather unobtrusive in quiet, 

vegetated areas of water and, hopefully, a long spell of 

decent dragonfly weather in late July/August 2012 will see 

some sightings  

It was more generally a year of two halves with a very long 

and mediocre ‘middle’.  The promising part of the year saw 

many early emerging dragonflies during a balmy April.  This 

included Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula (at the 

same time as an early Orange Tip mass-emergence on 10th 

April) followed during at least the final week of the month by 

Azure Coenagrion puella and Blue-tailed Ischnura elegans 

damselflies, and even Four-spotted Chaser Libellula 

quadrimaculata for the first time ever in April (from 29th).  

This period of good weather extended slightly into May and 

produced some good counts of Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula 

depressa in the Silverdale area, following an early individual 

at Cringlebarrow on 2/5 and notably 12 at Trowbarrow on 

13/5.  However, Four-spotted Chaser numbers remained low, 

notably at the usually favoured, but rather windswept 

Middleton NR.  Habitat management is encouraging this 

species at Heysham Moss and nine were seen there on 4/6. 

The summer months saw a long-period of unsettled and 

especially windy weather and there were amazingly no 

double-figure counts posted for any location of any of the 

following: Four-spotted Chaser, Emperor Anax imperator, 

Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum canellatum and Brown 

Hawker Aeshna grandis.  Usually abundant species such as 

Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum (with the 

exception of c300 at Aldcliffe on 16/6), and Common Darter 

S. striolatum were relatively scarce with none of the ‘mass 

carpeting’ of the large water bodies on Middleton by the 

former (wind?) or any counts above 25 per day of the latter.  

No Ruddy or Black Darter S. Danae was recorded and the 

only Common Hawker Aeshna juncea and Broad-bodied 

Chaser records amounted to two and three singletons 

respectively 

It was not a very good year for wanderings and range 

extensions.  In addition to the abovementioned Red-veined 

Darter, the only “extralimital” in the Heysham area was a 

Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea on the ‘dog-walk’ pond on 

17/8.  A Common Hawker at Middlebarrow on 27/7 was 

slightly unexpected and there was further late-season 

confirmation that Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta has become 

a ubiquitous insect, albeit still unusual, in inland areas.  

Perhaps surprisingly, there were no reports of Black Darter 

away from moorland and acidic lowland mosses in 2011 – 

usually ‘a few’ are seen at Heysham/Middleton in late 

summer   

Late autumn saw a very mild November but, unfortunately, 

this all happened after the dragonflies had been seriously 

reduced in numbers by some persistently windy weather in 

much of September/October.  The period produced just the 

occasional record of the two ‘usual suspects’ for this time of 

year with the last records being a single Migrant Hawker 

(Heysham NR) on 19/11 and a Common Darter (Middleton 

NR) on 23/11.  

Thanks to Ian Brodie, Dan Haywood, Linda Renshaw, Steve 

Ryder and Alan Draper for records, as well as several people 

posting sightings to various blogs.  

Pete Marsh 
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Beetles 

In these reports I have tried to mention some of the larger, 

more colourful species of beetle; the ones that are often 

reported to me by photograph these days, and that can be 

reliably recognised in the field.  The first part of this year’s 

report deals with such species and the second with beetles 

that are smaller, though not necessarily any more difficult to 

name.  

The 9th January 2011 was a bright, sunny day and I noticed a 7

-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata on a wall in the 

sunshine, in Priest Hutton.  The following day, in my own 

garden in Borwick, enjoying similar weather and having 

removed a lot of dead growth from an overgrown clematis, I 

saw a Harlequin Ladybird Harmonia axyridis on a nearby 

window; only the second report for the species in north 

Lancs.  Although it now occupies most areas of the country, 

there is a suggestion that the apparently unstoppable spread 

of the beetle may have slowed down. 

It has been a good year for sightings of the very distinctive 

silphid beetle Oiceoptoma thoracicum that has a bright 

orange pronotum and black elytra, and is associated with 

carrion and fungi, especially in woodland.  Linda Renshaw 

came across specimens at Plain Quarry in Burton and Hutton 

Roof, whilst I found further examples at Gait Barrows and 

Borwick.  Linda also “rescued” two Common Dor Beetles 

Geotrupes stercorarius from a water trough in July, in Over 

Kellet.  This is one of our largest species and is associated 

with the dung of large herbivores, usually in grazed pastures. 

Though not rare in our area, the larger chafer beetles are 

always a welcome sight.  The Maybug Melolontha melolontha 

turned up towards the end of April at Borwick, Priest Hutton 

and Gait Barrows, and in Carnforth in July.  On a bright sunny 

morning, again very near the end of April, the Rose Chafer 

Cetonia aurata was extremely common on the bushes and 

other vegetation on one particular area of limestone 

pavement at Gait Barrows.  Adults were flying around very 

noisily and tumbling to the ground to mate - a most 

spectacular sight and one that impressed even the 

lepidopterists who were present!  In late May, I discovered a 

large ‘C’ shaped larva, obviously some kind of chafer, in peaty 

soil beneath a stone in a small hollow.  I kept it in a box of 

peat and by the end of August it had pupated, a month later 

emerging as an adult Rose Chafer, the stage in which it would 

normally over winter.  It was returned to a suitable spot on 

the reserve.  

Over the years, throughout the Arnside/Silverdale AONB, I 

have regularly taken specimens of Clytra quadripunctata by 

beating trees and bushes near to the nests of Wood Ants.  

This May, at Gait Barrows, again during a bright sunny spell, 

we spotted a large number of the bright red adult beetles in 

flight around a large hazel bush that was overhanging an 

extensive nest – another truly amazing sight. 

In the spring, it became necessary to remove some old, dead 

branches from high up in some mature lime trees on Borwick 

Hall car park.  I collected some of the rotten timber and was 

delighted to find that they contained several large larvae of 

the Cardinal Beetle Pyrochroa serraticonis, a species that I 

pictured in last year’s report.  I had never realised that the 

beetle bred so high up in mature trees and wonder if they 

had been the prey sought by the woodpeckers that often 

visit these particular trees. 

I have had several reported sightings of the Violet Ground 

Beetle Carabus violaceus but, all too often, I suspect that the 

insect involved is in fact the very similar Ridged Violet 

Ground Beetle C. problematicus which is approximately the 

same size and colour.  The first has dull, almost smooth 

elytra with fine granules that form indistinct lines whilst the 

second has shiny elytra with distinct ridges.  

Amongst my smaller finds were two species that we spotted 

towards the end of the NLNG field day to Gait Barrows in 

May; both Notable B species.  The first was the leaf beetle 

Cryptocephalus parvulus, metallic blue in colour, which feeds 

on a variety of shrubs, though mainly on young birches.  A 

second member of the same genus was C. bipunctata that 

feeds on a similar range of young bushes, but has orange-red 

elytra with a rather variable black band on each.  Triplax 

russica is a fungus beetle that I discovered in decaying fungi 

in my garden in Borwick .  It is a very attractive little beetle 

with an orange pronotum and blackish elytra. 

Brian Hugo has again provided some interesting records.  For 

example, whilst on a visit to Myer’s Allotment at the end of 

May, he collected two leaf beetles, the blue and yellow 

Hydrothassa marginella that is normally associated with the 

flowers of buttercups, and the much larger Plateumaris 

sericea, usually seen on aquatic vegetation.  On the same 

visit he picked up two small weevils, the rather dull coloured 

Coeliodinus rubicundus and the bright green Phyllobius 

roboretanus.   

As I started this report with ladybird sightings, perhaps it is 

appropriate that I close with them.  Whilst I was beating 

some conifers in my garden, I came across a specimen of the 

Kidney Spot Ladybird Chilocorus renipustulatus, which is 

quite distinctive but can be confused with some of the other 

“black with red spot species.”  We do not seem to have the 

clusters of Orange Ladybirds Halyzia 16-guttata on the trees 

round Borwick Green this year but on 10th November I 

noticed a single adult, seemingly dormant, on a log by the 

canal in Capernwray. 

Jim Thomas 

Photos accompanying this article are on page 20 
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Kidney-spot Ladybird                           J Thomas 

Harlequin Ladybird, Borwick                         J Thomas 

Oiceoptoma thoracium, Plain Quarry         J Thomas 

Rose Chafer, Gait Barrows            J Thomas Rose Chafer pupal case, Gait Barrows          J Thomas 

Cockchafer (May Bug) Gait Barrows          J Thomas 
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Spiders 

Some new species for VC60 were found by Jeremy Steeden 

on Marshaw Fell during his pitfall trapping in 2010.  As I was 

not able to look at them until this year, I will report on them 

here.  Jacksonella falconeri is a tiny money spider (c.1mm 

long) of stony ground, especially stony heathland or grass-

land, with very few recent records anywhere in the country; 

only 20 post 1992 hectads (10km x 10km squares) nationally 

and rated as nationally scarce (Nb).  One male was present in 

the trap in April.  The only other recent record from the north 

of England is from grassland near Stockport in April 2011.  It is 

a species which is probably only found in pitfall traps and, 

even then, could be lost in debris.  Other important money 

spider finds in Jeremy’s collections (first or second records for 

VC60) were:  Agyneta olivacea and Walckeneria cuculata 

(both new for Lancashire), Agyneta  subtilis, A ramosa and 

Centromerus arcanus (all second records for VC60).  

I was very pleased to find another tiny spider, this time a 

comb-footed spider, under a stone on the spoil heaps on 

Clougha.  What I noticed on turning over the stone was a tiny, 

white sphere, which turned out to be an eggsac of an even 

smaller spider (c 1mm) which was carrying the eggsac in its 

spinnerets at the tip of its abdomen.  It was Rugathodes belli-

cosus (what is bellicose about it I cannot imagine) a nationally 

scarce spider of stone heaps.  I have found it on West Field on 

Warton Crag, under a similar mound of stones which proba-

bly dates back to hut or wall construction, perhaps centuries 

ago.  Although not new for VC60, there are very few records 

nationally (in only 10 hectads since 1992).  It is rated as Na-

tionally Scarce and Near Threatened because of lack of recent 

records, and is an important discovery for Bowland AONB.  

Other characteristic species of stone piles (or stone walls) 

were present here on Clougha:  Zelotes apricorum, a shiny 

black, very fast moving spider which guards an eggsac like a 

poached egg attached to the stone, Coelotes atropos, a rela-

tive of house spiders which makes similar large cobwebs and 

Segestria senoculata, a slim spider with a herring bone type 

pattern on its abdomen. 

At the other end of the size scale was the find of Meta 

menardi, the cave spider, in Fairy Hole on Warton Crag.  This 

is a large orb-web spider confined to damp, dark caves and 

cellars where it lives some way from any light.  In such places 

it is not infrequent, and the limestone caves and mines of 

both the Arnside/Silverdale AONB and the Craven Pennines 

are the hotspots for it in the country.  It is numerous in Dog 

Holes Caves on the north-western side of the Crag, but this is 

the first record from the Nature Reserve.  The most distinc-

tive part of the species is its eggsac, like a fluffy, white purse 

hanging down on threads from the roof of the cave or cellar - 

as shown in the picture of the eggsacs photographed by John 

Martin in the cellars of the Lake District National Park Centre 

at Brockholes.  Please report it to me if you find any such 

structure.  Another important cave spider find, by Chris 

Felton of Liverpool Museum, was the nationally scarce 

money spider, Porrhomma egeria.  It has been found in 

one of the old mines on the RSPB section, but this is the 

first record for our section. 

One day in March, John Wilson told me about the numer-

ous spiders he had seen in a mass of silken threads cover-

ing the mosses on the boundary walls of Silverdale Moss.  

I visited the site and found that there must have been a 

mass dispersal of money spiders after a spell of anticyclon-

ic weather, with chilly nights followed by warm sunny days 

resulting in strong upcurrents of air.  The spiders climb up 

vegetation, release threads of silk into the air and finally 

get parachuted away on the silk threads to land elsewhere 

as gossamer.  There were numerous specimens of at least 

8 different species, mostly money spiders, from the ad-

joining mossland, but some specimens are likely to have 

been carried further away. 

There are more new arrivals of harvestmen in our area.  

Dicranopalpus ramosus, first found on the south coast in 

the 1960s, is now one of our commonest harvestmen.  I 

found it at Leighton Moss with another harvestman, Opilio 

parietinus, for which there are rather few recent records 

nationally.  This appears to be the first for VC60, although 

there are a number of records from South Lancashire.  

There is a further recent arrival in England, Opilio canes-

trinii, first recorded from Lancashire in 2010 at Lancaster 

University, and several found this November at Fishwick 

Bottoms LNR in the Ribble Valley, south-east of Preston, 

by Steve Priestley.  The first British record was from Essex 

in 1999.  Recently it has spread north across Europe, and 

is apparently ousting other harvestmen from inside build-

ings in Germany.  

Jennifer Newton 

 

(Photos accompanying this article are on page 22) 
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Spider Report Photos 

Egg sacs of Meta  menardi              J Martin 

Rugathodes bellicosus with eggsac          I Dawson 

Orthoptera Report photos 

Chorthippus parallelus, Foulshaw            M Foley 

Omocestus viridulus, Latterbarrow            M Foley 

Tetrix sublata, Birkdale slack, 24/4/11 P Smith 
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Orthoptera 

2011 did not prove as productive for Orthoptera as 2010.  

Bog Bush-crickets did well at both Foulshaw Moss and 

Cockerham Moss.  At Foulshaw, Linda Renshaw found a very 

rare, long winged form, Metrioptera brachyptera forma 

marginata, of this normally short-winged and flightless 

insect.  Apparently, it was a good year for long winged forms 

of other flightless Orthoptera further south, especially 

Meadow Grasshopper Chorthippus parallelus (which with us 

is commonest on mosslands such as Foulshaw and 

Cockerham) but no more long-winged Bog Bush-crickets 

were reported.  

More Speckled Bush-crickets Leptophyes puctatissima were 

heard in Eaves Wood, and Short-winged Coneheads 

Conocephalus discolor continued to do well along the coast 

and up into the Lune Estuary.  One specimen of the latter 

was found by Brian Hugo at Half Moon Bay, a new tetrad 

record.  We were able to see and hear Dark Bush-crickets 

Pholidoptera griseoaptera on our NLN outing to Heathwaite, 

as well as the tiny Common Groundhopper Tetrix undulata, 

but I have not seen the other longer winged and more 

southern Slender Groundhopper T subulata for a few years.  

T. subulata was found by Phil Smith at several places along 

the Sefton coast, including Ainsdale and Birkdale this year, 

and it has been recorded from the Trust’s mossland site in 

South Lancashire at Astley Moss. 

Michael Foley has been hunting for grasshoppers and bush 

crickets in the area and has sent me some excellent 

photographs, of which ones of Meadow Grasshopper 

Chorthippus parallelus (from Foulshaw Moss) and Common 

Green Grasshopper Omocestus viridulus (from Latterbarrow) 

are shown here.  

Any records of grasshoppers or bush crickets are very 

welcome.  They are most easily recognised by song and I 

would be very pleased to know where you hear grasshoppers 

or crickets, even if you cannot name the species. 

My thanks to everyone who has sent in records for 

invertebrate groups.  Please continue the good work in 2012. 

Jennifer Newton 

 

(Photos accompanying this article are on page 22) 

Fish 

On January 3rd, Laura Sivell reported 600+ fish deaths in the 

lake at Williamson`s Park in Lancaster, which sadly appeared 

to have frozen solid during last winter`s extremely cold 

weather.  The following day, I counted 800+ dead fish; 

everything from tiny fry (3cms) to larger fish (16cm) many of 

which were decomposing within the ice - mostly Roach, I 

think, with a few Perch amongst them.  In prolonged cold 

weather, a thick covering of ice can also seal in toxins from 

decaying vegetation in the bottom of a pond – resulting in 

fish being poisoned. 

In early March, I was pleased to see a number of large, silver 

Trout jumping clear of the water near Wenning Foot on the 

River Lune.  These fish would be well mended Sea Trout kelts 

that had survived the previous year`s spawning and were 

making their way back to the sea.  Most Sea Trout survive 

spawning whereas the majority of Salmon die of exhaustion 

afterwards, having lost up to 40%of their body weight on the 

journey from the sea to their spawning grounds.  In this 

weakened state, they are also susceptible to fungal 

infections and only 4-6% of Salmon survive to spawn a 

second time.  

In mid March, Reuben Neville found 2 small Eels amongst 

vegetation removed from the dipping pond at Heysham 

Nature Reserve - both were returned to the pond.  As Eel 

populations are plummeting, it is now illegal to take Eels 

caught on rod and line.  Elver passes are being incorporated 

into some of the weirs on the R. Lune system, to help the 

elvers` upstream migration.  The River Wenning`s weir at 

Hornby has one which can be seen from the road bridge. 

At the end of April, a small shoal of Sea Trout smolts were 

seen from the Millhead road bridge on the River Keer.  Young 

Sea Trout usually remain in the river for 2-3 years, growing 

on from the fry stage before turning silver in colour and 

heading down to the sea as smolts.  A more worrying find 

from the R. Keer was a dead Carp on the river bank under the 

railway bridge near Carnforth, in early summer.  Carp are 

course fish, normally found in lakes, ponds and canals. 

In early June, I paused to peer into a small pool in a stream at 

Gaitbarrows Nature Reserve and watched 6 small Perch dart 

off downstream.  The water was gin clear and I also spotted 

what I thought at first were 2 small eels in the pool.  They 

were swimming with a peculiar, undulating ribbon motion 

and I realised they were Leeches (4-5 inches long).  I 

managed, with some difficulty, to catch one in my submerged 

and upturned umbrella – the only equipment to hand!  After 

taking photographs, it was returned to the water unharmed 

and later identified as the Medicinal Leech Hirudo 

medicinalis.  These fascinating creatures feed by taking up to 

five times their own bodyweight in blood from mammals, 

frogs, toads and fish.  As far as we know, these are the only 

ones in Lancashire (Napoleon, apparently, used them to treat 
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his piles and in 1832, St. Bartholomew’s hospital in London 

used 97.300 for patient treatment).  

An abundance of rainfall in summer created ideal conditions 

for migratory fish but the R. Lune suffered a dire run of Sea 

Trout.  In line with most other rivers along the N.W.Coast, 

after a few early fish, the Sea Trout were conspicuous by 

their absence.  In an effort to boost Sea Trout numbers, the 

Hatchery Group has stocked 3,300 tributaries of the R. Lune 

and 500 of the R. Keer. 

Salmon fared much better, ascending the Lune in good 

numbers; most were heavier 2SW fish (Salmon that have 

spent two winters feeding at sea before returning to the 

river) but grilse were very scarce.  Grilse are Salmon that 

have spent one winter at sea or are returning the same year, 

in the autumn following the spring they went to sea.   

A friend, who was fishing from the rocks on the shore at Jack 

Scout, on the day of out field trip to Heald Brow on July 30th , 

told me that he had seen a large Tope Galeorhinus galeus 

(estimated weight 40 lbs) swim past earlier that morning.  

The shark family seems to be enjoying something of a 

population boom in Morecambe Bay with large numbers of 

Lesser Spotted Dogfish Scyliorhinus caniculus being caught off 

Heysham this summer.  Smaller numbers of Spur Dog Squalus 

acanthias were also turning up in catches.  This is another 

member of the shark family which rarely exceeds 1 metre in 

length and tends to live in shoals, feeding on Cod, Herring, 

crustaceans and other invertebrates.  Whiting, Codling and 

Bass have also been taken by shore anglers, along with some 

specimen Plaice. 

Amphibians and Reptiles 

Frogs and Toads appear to be doing well in the local 

countryside, and in more urban locations where people have 

added a small wildlife pond to their gardens. 

My son visited the Trough of Bowland on the 2nd February, 

where he saw hundreds of frogs croaking and mating on the 

boggy ground next to Stocks Reservoir.  Two days later, I had 

a similar experience at Deepdale Pond in Yealand Woods.  I 

heard them before I saw them and counted over 200 frogs 

amidst two massive rafts of frogspawn.  It was interesting 

to find fresh otter spraint there too. 

Soon afterwards, I checked other local ponds and found 

frogspawn at Woodwell, Bankwell, Hazelslack Tower, 

Capernwray Tarn, Leighton Moss and Yealand Village 

Ponds.  On the 5th March, Longfield Tarn had both frog and 

toad spawn.  Jennifer Newton submitted several Common 

Frog Rana temporaria records from her garden pond and Toads             J Renshaw 

Wood Ants attacking Slow Worm                  J Ellis 

There were a few more Sea Trout in the R. Keer this year, but 

the redd count was disappointing.  In mid November, during 

redd counting in the upper reaches, I found the fresh remains 

of a superb Sea Trout.  A big head and a very large tail were 

all that was left of a hen fish, estimated at 10lbs plus weight.  

All the flesh had been eaten from the body and the skin 

rolled down to the neck of the tail:  Otter tracks were nearby.  

A hen fish this size would have contained approximately 

7,500 eggs - I hope she had spawned successfully before the 

Otter took her. 

Thank you to those who provided records, 

Linda Renshaw 

Sea Trout killed by Otter          L Renshaw 
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also found a Common Toad Bufo bufo in her garden – a place 

which is a wonderful example of how to nurture wildlife.  

Middleton NR seems to have good populations of both toads 

and frogs.  I hope all the piles of concrete and rubble are not 

tidied up too much; they provide safe havens for lots of 

amphibians. 

A number of Great-crested Newts Triturus cristatus were 

recorded at Middleton N.R. on the ‘Bioblitz’ day.  It was also 

good news to hear that Brian Hancock has found them in 

Yealand Village Ponds.  Encouraged by his discovery, I made 

a late night visit in April and spotted 3 by torchlight.  It was 

fascinating to watch them emerge from hiding and hang in 

the water, arms outstretched in suspended animation, until 

a midge larva or a swimming beetle ventured too close - to 

be swallowed in a single gulp.  

In May, by chance, I met David Mower (Warden at Leighton 

Moss) at the entrance to Silverdale Moss.  In the previous 

two weeks he had seen up to 12 Palmate Newts T. helveticus 

a day whilst working on the Moss.  Palmate Newts were also 

recorded at Middlebarrow Quarry, Woodwell, Bankwell, 

Middleton NR, Trowbarrow Quarry and Leighton Moss NR.  

In midsummer, I counted 21 in the ponds and puddles at the 

western end of Warton Crag Quarry.  The shallow pool at the 

entrance to Trowbarrow Quarry has usually dried up by 

June, but not this year, and I found both a Palmate and a 

Smooth Newt T. vulgaris there.  A Smooth Newt was seen on 

the Dock Acres outing in June; the stream there was full of 

frog and newt tadpoles. 

Common Lizards Zootoca vivipara were seen in numbers at 

Gaitbarrows NR and the Plain Quarry at Burton.  We saw one 

on our Heathwaite field trip and I saw one sunning itself on a 

railway sleeper near Silverdale Moss.  A friend pointed out a 

green coloured one in Ravens Lodge Quarry (Whitbarrow) 

and a few weeks later I spotted another green one on the 

boardwalk at Haweswater Lake (Silverdale); so their colour 

can vary considerably. 

Slow Worms Anguis fragilis appear plentiful in and around 

the Silverdale/Storth area.  Steve Price found one under a 

stone on our Heathwaite field trip.  Jennifer Newton 

recorded one at Gaitbarrows and one at West Field on 

Warton Crag.  Jim Ellis, a friend of mine, has provided me 

with an excellent photograph of Wood Ants Formica rufa 

attacking a juvenile Slow Worm.  Jim and his wife witnessed 

this occurrence at Gaitbarrows NR in April.  He described the 

Slow Worm as writhing in distress; the Wood Ants were 

biting it and didn`t appear to have any intention of letting it 

go.  

I have no records for Grass Snakes Natrix natrix this year, and 

just one possible Adder Vipera berus sighting in a garden at 

Crag Bank.  This garden leads down to a small, undisturbed 

private wood with livestock midden heaps nearby, which 

certainly makes it an attractive location for snakes.  In April, 

one of the highlights of my year was seeing 5 Adders in a 

coiled heap at Foulshaw Moss NR (Cumbria).  I saw my first 

one there on the 2nd March.  

The surprise of the year came from the canal near 

Cinderbarrow Bridge at Yealand, where I paused to look at a 

rock in the water.  The rock moved!  It was a large Red-eared 

Terrapin Trachemys scripta elegans sunbathing on the top of 

a weed bed.  Apparently, 3 Red-eared Terrapins have been at 

large on the Holme-Yealand section of the canal for at least 4 

years.  Sheila Cooper, who sees them regularly when she is 

monitoring swans, tells me that the biggest one is the size of 

a dinner plate!  These voracious reptiles feed mainly on 

amphibians, fish, large invertebrates and carrion, but will eat 

almost anything they can grab. 

Thank you to all those who provided records, please keep 

sending them. 

Linda Renshaw 

Mammals 

A problem with collecting mammal records is that they do 

not provide a representative sample of what is out there.  

For instance, of 144 mammal records received up to mid-

December this year, only 2 were of Bank Vole Clethrionmys 

glareolus, whereas 35 were of Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 

and 34 of Otter Lutra lutra:  I’d take some persuading that 

there are more deer & otters in North Lancashire than there 

are voles.  When you look back, however, at a number of 

years’ records, some interesting trends begin to emerge.  

One example is the ongoing rise in otter sightings from just 

one in 2002, 6 in 2004, 21 in 2006 and up to this year’s total.  

Not only do the records reflect the increasing population, 

but also a widening range.  I’m sure someone with the time, 

and a statistical bent, could begin to derive some interesting 

patterns from the 20+ years-worth of NLNG records of many 

of our mammal species.  Contact me if you are interested in 

using the records. 

Two 2011 otter records illustrate their current status: John 

Webb saw an adult and 4 young from Lower Hide at Leighton 

Moss in November, and an otter spraint was found in a cave, 

well up in the fells at Easegill, during a bat hibernation site 

monitoring visit.  My own favourite mammal observation this 

year was also of an Otter.  Whilst sitting outside a canal-side 

hostelry in the centre of Lancaster, supping a quiet pint as 
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dusk fell on a warm April evening, I was alerted to a gentle 

splash next to my feet.  This was followed by a stream of 

bubbles streaking across the still water and a large, flat head 

appearing at the surface under a nearby bridge.  After a swift 

glance in my direction, the otter dived again and disappeared 

from view. 

Other mammal highlights this year include :  Laura Sivell’s 

good sighting of a Water Vole Arvicola terrestris on the canal 

at Beaumont, a Fox Vulpes vulpes crossing the A6 near 

Ryelands in the middle of Lancaster, Jim Thomas’ observation 

of a Stoat Mustela ermine swimming across the canal at Bor-

wick and a House Mouse Mus musculus (the first I’ve seen for 

ages) dead in Lancaster.  

I was pleased to hear that a few people in North Lancashire 

have joined in the Mammal Society’s latest small mammal 

survey, involving a detailed series of studies in selected areas 

using bait tubes and live-trapping.  I look forward to hearing 

about their results, which should also go towards the new 

Mammal Atlas which the Mammal Society is proposing. 

Thanks to all who have sent in records for 2011. 

Steve Bradley 

Birds 

 

First winter period 

Fitness regimes were enhanced by the discovery of an elusive 

Shorelark on the outer extremes of Carnforth Slag Tips (from 

22 Jan).  At the same time, it was becoming apparent that the 

large number of Redpoll in Thrushgill plantation contained 

some ‘frosty-looking’ Mealys and this was confirmed by 

setting up a feeding station, allowing close examination in the 

hand.  There were at least 15 different individuals prior to 

early April, but the icing on the cake at Thrushgill was a Coues 

Arctic Redpoll for 15 minutes.   The record Waxwing invasion 

produced many records, mainly relating to returning birds in 

March, but also a flock of about 29 in ‘mobile residence’ in 

south Lancaster.  Odds and ends included a juvenile Iceland 

Gull at Blea Tarn reservoir (13 Jan); Green-winged Teals were 

perhaps surprisingly short-staying at Leighton Moss (16th Jan) 

and (definitely overlapping) Conder Green (16th-18th Jan) and 

Slavonian Grebe at Heysham (22nd.Jan).  Also of significance 

was a flock of seven Yellowhammer seen near Over Kellet 

during January.  

 

Spring/early summer 

The large numbers of Lesser Redpoll spilled into early April at 

Thrushgill and at least three Mealy Redpoll were still there 

during the first week.  Then emphasis transferred to the visi-

ble migration through Heysham which peaked during 8th-10th 

April and also included two Mealy.  At the same time, the 

light southerlies and warm temperatures encouraged some 

very early arrivals of summer migrants - notably Sedge war-

bler, Common Whitethroat, Grasshopper Warbler and Red-

start.  The attention at the end of April then switched to the 

sea and a phenomenal Arctic tern passage of over 14,000 

birds was recorded at Heysham, with a peak day count of 

over 8,000 (and at least 50 Black Tern) on 3rd May.  The 

weather then went pear-shaped near the end of May and 

displaced record numbers of Long-tailed Skuas (which nor-

mally migrate further offshore into the Atlantic than other 

skua species) into the Irish Sea.  Our share (on 23rd May) was 

one, possibly two; still a very notable record in the context of 

this area!  An adult Golden Eagle, which flew north through 

the area on 2nd May, caused a bit of head scratching as to 

where it might have escaped from, along with the usual 

‘wishful thinking’ which accompanies ‘dodgy records’.  Whit 

Moor became a ‘new’ Dotterel site with a singleton on 11th 

May.  The final highlight of the ‘spring passage’ was a Quail at 

Aldcliffe on 4th June  

 

Late summer/autumn 

Despite spells of very poor weather, it appeared that the 

breeding season for many small passerines had been rather 

good, notably the nestbox tit species and Pied Flycatcher, and 

also, perhaps more surprisingly, Grasshopper Warblers at a 

seemingly permanently windswept Middleton Nature re-

serve.  Less successful were Bearded Tits as they tried to pull 

the populations levels back from the cold winter crashes.  

Hopefully, the current mild winter will not have a sting in the 

tail for this species.  Sadly, for the second year running, no 

evidence of any breeding attempt by Bittern – is the “Bittern 

boom” consigned to history as regards this area, or is this a 

temporary blip before the habitat corridors enabling re-

population are established?  There were already decent num-

bers of Crossbills at the likes of Thrushgill early in the year 

and these were augmented by an irruption, and autumnal 

sightings included a single flock of 75.  The year 2011 also saw 

a bit of a revival in the numbers of Tree Pipit (mainly on mi-

gration) and Yellow Wagtail (numbers on migration and Lune 

valley breeding territories).  At least five Cetti’s Warblers had 

appeared at Leighton Moss by the end of October, including a 

returning wintering bird, and another was surprisingly mist-

netted by the peanut feeder at Heysham NR on 15th Oct.  The 

only hint of Siberian passerines in the mainly westerly airflow 
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was a Yellow-browed Warbler at Sunderland (29th Oct).  A 

change to mild southerlies during large parts of November 

“produced” a single Firecrest at Heysham and up to four, 

scattered Black Redstart 

The autumn-proper saw the start of an extremely long peri-

od of “mainly westerly weather with frequent gales”; indeed 

it is still going on as I type this!  This had two notable impacts 

bird-wise.  First was the number of Nearctic waders diverted 

to this side of the Atlantic, and in our area this included a 

Lesser Yellowlegs at Glasson, American Golden Plover at 

Cockersands and at least two Buff-breasted and three Pecto-

ral Sandpipers in ‘our’ area of south Cumbria.  The second 

was the record number of Sabine’s Gulls displaced by Hurri-

cane ‘Katia’ and included a welcome long-stayer at Heysham 

(8th-14th September) and also focused attention on the im-

portance of incoming ferries “dragging” interesting birds into 

the Bay in their wake.  However, these gales produced sur-

prisingly few Leach’s Petrels, with a daily maximum of only 

eight on 13th Sept.  Single Grey Phalarope were perhaps pre-

dictable during the gales (13th Sept) but very unexpected 

during offshore winds on the Lune Estuary (22nd Oct) 

 

Second winter period 

The autumnal landbird highlight of the year was a Penduline 

Tit mist-netted deep into the reedbed, miles away from any 

public viewing area, on 21st Nov.  Is it still there?  It was a 

decent, late autumn/early winter for Snow Bunting with rec-

ords including a lengthy stay on Carnforth Slag Tips.  The late 

autumn saw a significant influx of European White-fronted 

Geese and elusive flocks remained, mainly with the favoured 

Greylag Geese (as opposed to accompanying Pink-footed 

Geese) in both the Lune Valley and estuarine area.  The con-

tinuing strong westerlies also led to an accumulation of sea-

birds in Heysham harbour, concentrated on the ‘waterfall’ in 

the SW corner.  By the end of the year, low double-figures 

for Shags and Guillemots were a daily feature; Kittiwakes 

sometimes reached three-figures with many remaining 

throughout in the harbour and a late Leach’s petrel and 

‘blue’ Fulmar passed through.  A long-staying juvenile Glau-

cous Gull also graced Heysham Harbour.  December also pro-

duced unexpected records in the form of a Glossy Ibis over-

flying Conder Green which, in the light of events in early 

2012, may not have been the one subsequently in residence 

at Leighton Moss!  In the context of the mild ‘westerly’ 

weather, a mobile Smew was an unexpected arrival.  

Pete Marsh 

Sabine’s Gull, Heysham             M 

Glaucous Gull                   P Cook 
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Recorders 2012 

 

 

Please send in your observations and help build up a detailed knowledge of what lives where in this area so that we can:- 

Conserve particularly interesting sites. 
Monitor changes in numbers and distribution of species. 
Add to National recording schemes (your flower/earwig may provide a new dot on a national map). 

Please try to include these details: 

 Recorder’s name, species, grid reference (ideally 2 letters and 6 figures e.g. SD486605) with place name (e.g. Lancaster), 
 date. 

The A4 NLNG recording sheet is specially designed for this purpose.  Copies from Jennifer Newton or Mike Moon. 

Remember that any observation may be valuable, not just the rare and unusual. 

Herbaceous Plants, Shrubs, 

Trees 

Martin Sherlock 01524 66131  martin@phytophile.me.uk 

Ferns, Clubmosses, Horsetails Trevor Piearce 01524 67500  t.piearce@lancaster.ac.uk 

Fungi John&Sheila Weir 01524 762210   boletus@arnside.eclipse.co.uk 

Seaweeds, Algae Roy Merritt 01524 411193 Roymerritt2@aol.com 

Hoverflies Brian Hugo 01524 854300 bribar@live.co.uk 

Mammals inc. Bats Steve Bradley 01524 33056 bradfamily@btinternet.com 

Amphibians, Reptiles, Fish Linda Renshaw 01524 733036 

Moths John Girdley 01524 419234  john@birdtours.co.uk 

Butterflies Laura Sivell 01524 69248  laura.sivell@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Birds, Dragonflies Peter Marsh 07532 433043  pmrsh123@aol.com 

Grasshoppers, Snails, Spiders, 

Woodlice,  Bumblebees 

Jennifer Newton 01524 221569  jennifer@hollyh.demon.co.uk 

Shield Bugs, Ladybirds Anne Smith 

Mike Bloomfield 

01253 884378 wainscot@hotmail.co.uk 

01253 353148 michealbloomfield@btinternet.com 

Lichens 

Beetles 

Cis Brook 

vacant 

01524 752280 cissy@brookh.plus.com 

 

Field Meetings 

Deepdale Pond and Cringlebarrow April 16th  

 

We began the day at Yealand Conyers, Silverdale but before 

setting off Linda showed us a Swan Mussel Anodonta cygnea 

and a Freshwater Leech.  The Swan Mussel is the largest of 

the freshwater mussels, growing up to 22cms in length; the 

Freshwater Leech is one of sixteen found in Britain.  They 

stimulated a lot of interest and debate amongst us, and we 

went on to discuss some interesting facts about their 

respective anatomical functions and lifestyles. 

 

We headed off through the village with a limestone wall on 

our right.  The stonework was covered in lichens we could 

not identify and there were also mosses, ferns, and flowering 

plants.  The Cushion Moss Tortella tortuosa and the 

evergreen Rusty-back Fern Asplenium ceterach were present, 

as well as the annual Rue-leaved Saxifrage Saxifraga 

tridactylites.  

 

There were some distinctive trees in Yealand Manor 

parkland.  Two were particularly fine specimens:  a Walnut 

Jugalans regia, the remains of its familiar fruits scattered on 

the ground amongst the leaves, and a Norway Maple Acer 

platinoides.  The tasselled, green flowers of the Norway 

Maple gave off an aroma and were blooming on bare twigs; 

they are a source of nectar for foraging bees in springtime.  

At ground level, we found a Dor Snail in a shady crevice at the 

base of a dead tree trunk, and on the underside of the bark 

was a black Snake Millipede Tachypodoiulus niger amongst 

the detritus - very much a lover of such dark places.  

 

mailto:martin@phytophile.me.uk
file:///C:/Users/acrooks/Documents/Mumsbits/Newsletter/NewEdition2011/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/5VIABWXB/t.piearce@lancaster.ac.uk
file:///C:/Users/acrooks/Documents/Mumsbits/Newsletter/NewEdition2011/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/5VIABWXB/boletus@arnside.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:Roymerritt2@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/acrooks/Documents/Mumsbits/Newsletter/NewEdition2011/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Low/Content.IE5/5VIABWXB/bribar@live.co.uk
mailto:bradfamily@btinternet.com
mailto:john@birdtours.co.uk
mailto:laura.sivell@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:pmrsh123@aol.com
mailto:jennifer@hollyh.demon.co.uk
mailto:wainscot@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:michealbloomfield@btinternet.com
mailto:cissy@brookh.plus.com
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Close to the Manor, we entered Dykes Wood.  A territorial 

Nuthatch was calling assertively about us and a queen White-

tailed Bumble Bee Bombus lucorum was bumbling along a 

line of moss covered stones and tree roots beside the path, 

entering and exiting prospective nest sites.  

 

Our path entered a large, closely cropped meadow, and on 

the embanked slope to the right of us we could see the small, 

pyramidal spoil heaps of the Tawny Mining Bee Andrena 

fulva with its entrance hole at its apex.  This solitary bee has 

no social caste - no sterile female workers.  She pairs with a 

solitary male which dies after fertilization has taken place.  

The female collects pollen and nectar from an array of early 

flowering plants to feed herself and her larvae and in so 

doing plays an important role in the pollination of fruit trees. 

 

In parts of Deepdale Wood surrounding the pond, there were 

patches of Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa, and Bluebell 

Hyacinthoides non scriptus.  Jennifer located the parasitic 

Toothwort Lathea squarmaria for us; it was fast fading away 

beneath its host Hazel Corylus avellana - there was much to 

be learnt about this plant.  

 

Thousands of years ago, in the area of Deepdale Pond, there 

was a large cavern.  Gradually, water flowing down through 

its limestone roof weakened it and it finally collapsed to form 

a large hollow called a Doline.  The walls of the cave are now 

a semi-circular line of cliffs with their own flora, fauna and 

mysterious atmosphere.  The pond is much smaller in size 

than it used to be - apparently due to movement in the 

underlying rocks and spring lines.  It is a breeding pool for 

frogs and toads and Linda found a Toad Bufo bufo sheltering 

in a wood pile close by.  Lunch was taken by the edge of the 

Pond where we discussed the day’s finds.  A Cream-spot 

Ladybird Calvia 14 guttata landed on Julian, who was sitting 

next to me.  It spirited me into thinking how rich and various 

in scale, perspective and life forms our niche surroundings 

were, and, though enjoying ourselves and delighting in what 

we found, we were merely scratching the surface.  

odd name for the rough parking area at the end of the nar-

row, twisting road leading from the village of Middleton.  As 

well as local members of the two groups, the walk had 

attracted people from other areas of Lancashire, as far afield 

as Clitheroe, Bolton and Rochdale. 

Pete Marsh led the walk and before setting off he explained 

what we might expect to see.  He, thoughtfully, provided us 

with a handout describing the area and including coloured 

prints of the main species which might feature.  The coastal 

walk covered a 2 kilometre stretch from Potts Corner to Sun-

Walk from Potts Corner to Sunderland Point April 20th 

The walk, a joint event with the Lancaster and District Bird-

watching Society, was organised by Emma Garston as part of 

the Morecambe Bay Wealth of Wildlife Project.  It was one of 

the first of many events which Emma has organised in the 

first year of this 3 year project.  

We were fortunate to have fine, calm weather as the month 

continued to become the hottest April since records began.  

A group of more than twenty people met at Potts Corner; an 

Deepdale Wood is of ancient origin; Oak Quercus and Ash 

Fraxinus are plentiful and amongst them is the Small-leaved 

Lime Tilia cordata.  In North Lancashire, they are near the 

northern limit of their geographical distribution in England.  It 

is thought they arrived when the climate was much warmer 

and they were still able to reproduce by means of seed.  We 

returned to the main path where the mossy limestone was 

punctuated with Wood Violet Viola reichenbachiana and 

Wood Sorrel Oxalis acetosella.  Two Ravens winged above 

the still open canopy, uttering their sonorous notes - I 

guessed they were resident birds nesting in the local 

quarries.  

 

The edge of the wood was reached and we made our way in 

the direction of Leighton Hall Farm, passing Leighton Hall and 

then onto Summerhouse Hill.  Buzzards are a common 

occurrence on the hill and one appeared on cue, harried by 

two corvids.  The usual evasive tactics were deployed by the 

Buzzard and, in an almost nonchalant, unconcerned manner, 

it executed a well timed flick of its outstretched wings to foil 

the attack - after which it quickly regained its equilibrium.  

Beneath our feet the sward was short and there were 

patches of flat, exposed limestone in places with thin, partly 

exposed soil and moss at their edges.  Here we found Spring 

Whitlow Grass Erophila verna, Procumbent Pearlwort Sagina 

procumbens, Dove`s-foot Cranesbill Geranium molle, and Cut

-leaved Cranesbill Geranium dissectum.  The Tawny Mining 

Bee was also present on the hill.  On arriving at the summit, 

we sat down and enjoyed the fine views over Morecambe 

Bay.  

 

Thank you Linda for leading this field meeting and sharing 

your knowledge of the area with us. 

 

Roy Copson. 
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derland Point, and had been planned to coincide with a high 

spring tide during the course of the morning, hopefully allow-

ing us to observe a high concentration of wading birds as 

they roosted on the saltmarsh.  Pete explained that it was 

difficult to predict what we would see as it depended on the 

weather conditions and also how many of the migrant birds 

had already departed for their Arctic breeding grounds.  The 

track we were following also ran alongside fields with 

scattered bushes and hedgerows, providing plenty of habitats 

for birds such as Meadow Pipits, Skylarks and Reed Buntings. 

Before setting off along the path, we headed down across the 

mudflats in search of an unusual species of moth which lives 

on this 2km stretch of saltmarsh.  This is the Belted Beauty 

Lycia zonaria, an amazing species which can be found in the 

months of March and April.  It doesn`t mind being covered 

up by the spring tides and the female is wingless.  Walking 

across the mudflats can be a slippery activity, as one of our 

group discovered to her cost, but we were rewarded by the 

discovery of a good number of the moths on the wooden 

posts sunk into the mud, with both male and female together 

on some.  Pete told us that a count undertaken on April 10th 

had located 566 moths.   

We continued along the higher saltmarsh path towards Sun-

derland Point, observing the variety of birds through our bin-

oculars and also using the telescopes brought along by sever-

al of the LDBS members.  Butterflies too were on the wing - 

Red Admirals, Peacocks, Small Tortoiseshells and Small 

Whites were noted.  Several naturalists also found time to 

look at some of the small flowers growing along the track:  

the delicate Cornsalad Valerianella locusta with its pale 

mauve petals, the Thyme–leaved Speedwell Veronica serpylli-

folia, whilst the Sea Mouse-ear Cerastium atrovirens was 

compared with the Sticky Mouse-ear C.glomeratum. 

We stopped beside Sambo`s grave (the memorial to a coloni-

al slave in the 18th century) to eat our picnic lunch at high 

tide, observing the birds around us.  Pete explained that this 

would be the last of the spring high tides and then the birds 

would be able to begin nesting.  Red–tailed Bumble Bees flew 

around us and a 14 spot Ladybird landed on Liz Neale`s tea 

mug.  After lunch, many of the group walked up a lane to the 

hamlet of Sunderland; those unfamiliar with the area were 

interested to see its old houses built alongside the River 

Lune.  Several of us walked further along the shore towards 

the Point, one person venturing to the end without getting 

his feet wet!  We all met up again at the grave and walked 

back along the shore to Potts Corner.  

Pete said that there had not been as many birds as he had 

hoped; they had been moving through the region, taking ad-

vantage of the good weather.  Despite his regret, approxi-

mately 30 species were seen on what was a very enjoyable 

and informative event.  Thanks to Pete for leading this walk, 

to Emma for organising it and to Jean Roberts and John Ma-

son for bringing along their telescopes.  

List of Birds seen 

Blackbird, Black-tailed Godwit, Collared Dove, Cormorant, 

Curlew, Dunlin, Eider, Goldfinch, Grey Plover, Heron, Herring 

Gull, House Sparrow, Lapwing, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Less-

er Whitethroat, Linnet, Mallard, Meadow Pipit, Moorhen, 

Oystercatcher, Redshank, Reed Bunting, Ringed Plover, Rob-

in, Shelduck, Skylark, Swallow, Wheatear, Whimbrel, White-

throat, Willow Warbler. 

Barbara Crooks 

Belted Beauties                 S Price 

Sunderland Point                  S Price 
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Gait Barrows National Nature Reserve 22 May  

 

On a very windy and wet Sunday morning, we met Jim Thom-

as at the Barn to find out more about the Bugs and Beetles of 

Gait Barrows; and we certainly did!   

Although Jim thought that the weather might have reduced 

the number of insects he could beat from the trees, we 

found plenty to see on the Hawthorns near the Barn. 

The first surprise was finding a big, beautiful Slow Worm 

when we turned over a rotten log, and within minutes, un-

der another log, a Palmate Newt. 

We could not visit Gait Barrows without viewing the terrific 

display of Lady’s Slipper orchid.  In spite of the long, very 

cold winter, many species had peaked early, including Lady’s 

Slipper and the Duke of Burgundy butterfly - two specialties 

of the site. 

On the way to investigate Jim’s traps, we saw many Clytra 4-

punctata beetles and heard about their close association 

with Wood Ants.  The female beetles scatter their eggs over 

the nests of the Wood Ants and the larvae feed in the tun-

nels and galleries inside. 

A disappointment (?) awaited us at Jim’s traps.  The weather 

had been too cold for the old fish scraps to become suffi-

ciently attractive and only a few insects had found them.  Jim 

decided to put the traps back and let them develop a strong-

er aroma. 

After lunch, the sun came out and we continued searching 

under stones.  One revealed an ants’ nest and we watched 

the Yellow Meadow ants rescuing their eggs, larvae and pu-

pae and taking them down the tunnels. 

During the afternoon we had two sightings of the rare moth 

Anania funebris and a couple of Speckled Yellow moths, but 

no butterflies were tempted out. 

We were impressed by the variety of insects we found, in 

particular the Longhorns, Mirids, Click Beetles and Sawflies 

which pose so many problems for the amateur, and were 

filled with enthusiasm to learn more.  We expressed our 

thanks to Jim for leading our group and sharing his 

knowledge with us, as well as his good sense of humour. 

Slow Worm                 S Price 

Jim and Steve looking hopefully for something of interest      B Green 

Yellow-tail moth caterpillar                S Price 

Rhagium mordax Long-horn Beetle           B Green 
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Species List 

 

Insects:- 

Green Shield Bug, Palomina prasina 

Cream Spot Ladybird, Calvia 14-punctata 

10 Spot Ladybird, Adalia 10-punctata 

7 Spot Ladybird, Coccinella 7-punctata 

Raspberry Beetle, Byturus tomentosus 

Longhorn Beetle, Rhagium mordax 

Longhorn Beetle, Grammoptera ruficornis 

Mirid Bug, Miris striatus 

Mirid Bug, Calocoris sp 

Click Beetle, Agreotes lineatus 

Click Beetle, Athous haemorrhoidalis 

Sawfly, Tenthredo atra sp 

Leaf Beetle, Clytra 4-punctata 

Soldier Beetle, Cantharis sp 

 

Spiders:- 

Pardosa pullata 

Pardosa saltans, (= lugubris) 

Theridion pallens 

Euophrys frontalis 

Cyclosa conica 

Philodromus aureolus 

Flora:- 

Lady’s Slipper Orchid, Cypripedium calceolus 

Fly Orchid, Ophrys insectifera 

Angular Solomon’s-seal, Polygonatum odoratum 

Dark Red Helleborine, Cephalanthera rubra 

Common Rock Rose, Helianthemum nummularium 

Lepidoptera:- 

Moths: 

Speckled Yellow, Pseudopanthera macularia 

Micro Moths: 

Anania funebris 

Crambus lathionellus 

Glyphipterix fuscoviridella 

Larvae: 

Yellow Tail, Euproctis similis 

Common Footman, Eilema lurideola 

 

Odonata:- 

Common Blue Damselfly, Enallagma cyathigerum 

Blue-tailed Damselfly, Ishnura elegans 

 

Other Species:- 

Common Frog, Rana temporaria 

Pill Millipede, Glomeris marginata 

White-legged Millipede sp 

 

Anne Smith and Mike Bloomfield 

 

An evening visit to Dock Acres June 15th 

On Wednesday 15th June, 19 of us assembled at Dock Acres 

where the site owner had kindly allowed us access, with 

Jennifer Newton as excursion leader.  The main purpose of 

the outing was to see the display of orchids on the site.  

Orchids are abundant here, on the lower-lying, damper 

ground that makes up much of the area that we visited.  

They include Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii 

and Southern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa; the 

latter more richly coloured here than further south.  We saw 

good numbers of Twayblade Listera ovata, a very distinctive 

orchid with its two large leaves and green flowers that are 

pollinated by beetles, apparently attracted by the flower’s 

shape, colour and scent, but not by the reward of nectar, 

since none is produced.  Jennifer demonstrated with a pencil 

how the pollen sacs in the flower become attached to visiting 

insects; with 10,000 seeds in one pod, a lot of pollen is 

needed for successful fertilization.  It was nice to see the Bee 

Orchid Ophrys apifera whose flower mimics a species of bee 

that is induced to mate with it.  In this country, with no bees 

of the appropriate species around, the orchid is self-

pollinated by wind. 

In the damper areas the Marsh Horsetail Equisetum palustre 

was very abundant, and another indicator of the damp 

terrain was the Smooth Newt Lissotriton vulgaris, with its 

characteristic spotted throat.  There were very different living 

conditions on a dry, raised, stony area where the yellow-

flowered Biting Stonecrop Sedum acre provided local patches 



33 

of colour and the scattered vegetation included Heartsease 

Viola tricolor and Blue Fleabane Erigeron acer.  Here insect 

finds included Mottled Grasshopper Myrmeleotettix 

maculatus and Meadow Grasshopper Chorthippus parallelus.  

Thanks to Jennifer for arranging and leading a very enjoyable 

and instructive excursion.   

Trevor Piearce 

Dock Acres outing             R Piearce 

Caton Moor Windfarm June 19th
 

On Sunday 19th June, 9 of us met at the picnic site at Caton 

Moor windfarm.  It was a morning of low cloud, such that 

the tops of the wind turbines had been hidden a few 

minutes before we met at 10.30, but the light rain had 

stopped.  Jennifer explained that we would be walking 

across the ancient boundaries of Whitmoor Common and 

several parishes - Caton, Claughton, Farleton and 

Roeburndale.  These boundaries are now made conspicuous 

by walls, probably dating from the 18th century, but the 

parish boundaries are much older and grazing rights on 

Whitmoor Common might go back a thousand years. 

Walking up the track with a wall on our right and the Caton 

windfarm just over the wall, we saw a Kestrel hovering over 

the moor on our side of the wall, then moving over to hover 

between the turbines.  The vegetation there was strikingly 

different from that on our side of the wall.  We had a huge 

expanse of Cotton Grass, very picturesque at this time with 

its white, fluffy seed heads, but there was none between the 

turbines.  A few of the nettles by the track had a curious rust 

Puccinia urticata, causing a growth which looked very like a 

caterpillar.  Curlews were calling, and a few Meadow Pipits 

could be seen.  Several thistles by the track had the Cuckoo 

Bee Bombus sylvestris sheltering from the damp and cool 

wind; the Hoverfly Sericomya selentis was also present on 

these thistles.  A moth was identified as Silver Ground Carpet 

Agriphila stramella.  An orb web spider Larinioides cornutus 

was using the Rush to support its web. 

After climbing past the wind turbines, the track turns to run 

east and levels out across Claughton Moor.  At one point it 

crosses a wet flush and here we stopped to examine the 

Sundew Drosera rotundifolia, Bog Asphodel Narthecium 

ossifragum, Cranberry Vaccinium oxycoccus and two sorts of 

Cotton Grass - Eriophorum angustifolium and E vaginatum.  

There was Wavy Hair grass Deschampsia flexuosa and 

Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus, with Sphagnum and Polytricum 

mosses.  Jennifer explained that the Heath Rush Juncus 

squarrosus and mat grass Nardus stricta are not eaten by 

sheep and can become dominant in conditions of 

overgrazing.  Fortunately, that is not happening at present on 

most of Claughton Moor.  We found Heath Bedstraw Galium 

saxatile and Cross-Leaved Heath Erica tetralix here.  A Curlew 

called in an agitated manner as it flew round us, and we 

suspected it may have young nearby. 

At the gate in the wall, marking the entry into Whitmoor 

Common, we noticed 3 Red Grouse and Skylark singing 

constantly.  We left the track and struck across the moorland 

to the Whitmoor summit, marked by a “trig point”.  Skylark 

seemed to be singing all round us and Jean kept a count of 

them, reaching 21 altogether.  Apart from these and Curlew, 

there were a few Lesser Black-backed Gulls.  From the 

Whitmoor summit we made for the shelter of the wall in 

order to have lunch. 

After lunch, Jennifer led us along the wall to a point where 3 

walls meet.  The land in the far vertex is in Farleton parish 

and has been made a Biological Heritage Site.  We did not 

explore that, but instead turned to a wire fence running 
Caton Moor with cotton grass          J Newton 
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south east from this point.  It was very striking how there 

was a continuous “sea” of Cotton grass to the right (south-

west) of the fence, but none to the left (north-east) of the 

fence.  Jennifer explained that different farmers manage the 

grazing on the two sides and the density of sheep differs 

accordingly.  The low density allows an abundance of Cotton 

Grass and the high density to an absence of it, but an 

abundance of Rush.  Walking along by this fence brought us 

to the top of the deep gully of Warm Beck Gill. 

Although the wind on the open moor had been only 

moderate, the warmth in the shelter of Warm Beck Gill was 

quite welcome.  We saw Small Heath butterfly and found the 

bright red, spore-bearing parts (podetia) of a lichen, one of 

the Cladonia genus.  There was another Cladonia with small 

green cups about 2 mm in diameter, and another Cladonia in 

a staghorn formation.  The ground nearby had several round 

holes about 4 mm diameter which were probably those of 

the Tiger Beetle Cicindela campestris.  Jennifer poked down 

a thin stalk of grass and said she could feel the occupant of 

the hole grasping the stalk, but attempts to pull it out failed.  

We found a large, dead moth which was later identified as a 

Map-winged Swift Hepialus fusconebulosua. 

 From Warm Beck Gill, we followed the ancient broken-down 

wall back to the original track.  On the way, we found a 

Curlew nest with the broken shells of 3 eggs.  Our first 

thought was that the eggs had been trampled, perhaps by 

cattle which are known to graze on this part of the moor.  

Subsequent reading, however, revealed that Curlew is one of 

the few species which leave the egg shells in the nest after 

hatching, so perhaps what we found was evidence of success 

rather than failure.  That would fit with the agitated cries of 

an adult bird, suggesting young in the long Cotton Grass all 

around.  We regained the track and returned to the cars at 

the picnic site.  Although we had no sun and the views were 

limited by low cloud on the hills, it had been a most 

instructive day of moorland ecology.  Long may such 

moorlands be preserved. 

David Newton 

Heald Brow and Jack Scout July 30th 

This walk started at the RSPB Allen Hide car park.  The 

weather was pretty good by the standards of the summer of 

2011.  The aim was not to spend much time on one site, but 

to have an amble around the coastal parts of Silverdale.  

First, we headed along the sea wall between Quaker's Stang 

and Heald Brow.  This is a predominantly grassy, sheep-

grazed area with enough influence from the sea to grow the 

likes of Parsley Water-dropwort Oenanthe lachenalii.  There 

were some large patches of Sea Rush Juncus maritimus 

which were of great interest as they are home to the bush-

cricket, the Short-winged Conehead Conocephalus dorsalis.  

These we found quite easily with the aid of bat-detectors - 

to hear the “song” - and several pairs of eyes.  Strange to 

think they were unknown anywhere near here a few years 

ago. 

The sea wall runs abruptly into the steep slope of Heald 

Brow, which we climbed.  This area has typical limestone 

grassland heavily invaded by scrub, like so much in the area.  

Some of the party had the difference between Creeping 

Thistle Cirsium arvense and Welted Thistle Carduus crispus 

demonstrated.  As it was more sheltered here, there were 

some insects on the wing:  the common hover-flies 

Helophilus pendulatus and Episyrphus balteatus, and 

butterflies Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta and Speckled 

Wood Pararge aegeria.  Next, we proceeded to Jack Scout 

for our picnic lunch.  This is also well scrubbed-up limestone 

grassland, but here there is more influence from the sea (it's 

at the top of a sea cliff) as shown by the Eyebright Euphrasia 

tetraquetra.  It has a few rarer flowers, notably (at the time 

we went) Autumn Lady's-tresses Spiranthes spiralis - a kind of 

orchid.  Common Blue butterflies Polyommatus icarus were 

flying and Purple Hairstreaks Neozephyrus quercus were on 

and around oaks (Quercus).  A Gannet Morus bassanus on 

the ground wasn’t flying anymore; the spider here was an 

Enoplognatha. 

After lunch, we had a foray onto the beach.  It was very 

muddy and we didn't stay long, but I did note Sea slater Ligia 

oceanica (a large woodlouse), Shore Crab Carcinus maenas 

and Goby (Gobiidae – difficult to identify to species).  

We returned via Jenny Brown's Point.  The path from here 

around the foot of Heald Brow had quite a few interesting 

things.  A dragonfly attracted a number of different 

identifications before being definitively pronounced a male 

Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa and some beetles 

looked like Paederus littoralis of the Family Staphylinidae

(Rove Beetles).  There was a Comma butterfly Polygonia c-

album and two spiders: Pisaura mirabilis and Theridion 

sisyphium, which both carry their egg-sacs around before the 

eggs hatch.  The last thing I noted was the uncommon, tall 

grass, Purple Small-reed Calamagrostis epigejos.  

Jennifer, inevitably, found a couple of spiders: Amaurobius 

similis (which makes funnel-shaped webs) and Tegenaria sp, 

the familiar maker of cobwebs in houses, in the stone walls 

of Lindeth Towers. 

Thanks to Jennifer for leading this outing. 

Martin Sherlock 
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Heathwaite, Silverdale August 13th 

Eight of us assembled at the lay-bys near Arnside Tower; for-

tunately all managing to squeeze in our cars, in spite of our 

earlier worries that few spaces would be left by 1.30pm.  The 

weather was dry with excellent visibility, though a bit more 

sun would have been welcome.  Still, a fritillary was seen 

early on the first stretch of grassland, but flew off before any-

one could identify it further.  A number of Amethyst Deceiver 

toadstools Laccaria amethystea graced the short turf with 

their small, purple fruiting bodies.  

In spite of the lack of full sun, several butterflies were seen 

with Gatekeepers Pyronia tithonus flitting around, some ra-

ther worn Meadow Browns Maniola jurtina and a brightly 

coloured male Brimstone, one of the first of the season.  A 

very pale, cream coloured Yellow Shell Camptogramma bilin-

eata moth was identified by Anne Smith.  She also saw and 

identified a Common Carpet Epirrhoe alternata and tiny 

Brown House Moth Hofmannophila pseudospretella, as well 

as the micromoth Pammene aurana.  The abundant ragwort 

supported at least one Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae caterpillar 

as well as numerous hoverflies (see full list below).  Mike 

Bloomfield came back with the first great find of the day - a 

male Dark Bush Cricket Pholioptera griseoaptera.  We had 

heard a few on the bat detector but, although they are 

amongst the largest of our insects, they are difficult to locate 

and so we were very pleased that Mike had actually caught 

one for all to see.  Later Steve Price noticed a female Dark 

Bush Cricket near the summit, higher than any Linda had pre-

viously found.  We were able to get it into a container and so 

could compare the female, with her long, sword like oviposi-

tor, and the male, with 2 short, fine appendages at the rear 

of his abdomen.  Both have remarkably long antennae, char-

acteristic of all bush crickets.  The Dark Bush cricket is very 

rare in the north of England, though not uncommon further 

south.  It has been known on Heathwaite for many years, but 

there are no known colonies in Lancashire and very few oth-

ers in Cumbria. 

Other Orthoptera seen included a number of Field Grasshop-

pers Chorthippus brunneus, in various shades of green and 

brown, one Common Green Grasshopper, Omocestus viridu-

lus and one common Groundhopper Tetrix undulata.  

A further impressive find by Mike Bloomfield was of a striking 

long-horned beetle, black with four yellow bands across the 

wings - the Four-banded Longhorn Leptura quadrifasciata.  It 

is a local species whose larvae live in dead wood.  There are 

several records from Cumbria but none from north Lanca-

shire.  Three species of Shield Bug were found:  Green Shield 

Bug Palomena prasina, Sloe Shield Bug Dolycoris baccarum 

and right at the end, the Forest Bug Pentatoma rufipes.  Both 

the green and the sloe bug are species which have arrived in 

our area only relatively recently. 

Larger animals seen included an impressively large Slow 

Worm Anguis fragilis and a small Lizard, Lacerta vivipara, 

which was keener to hide than be seen.  Near the start, Linda 

showed us a small, decaying stump covered with heathers 

Four-banded Longhorn Beetle, Heathwaite       J Newton 

Female Dark Bush-cricket, Heathwaite       J Newton 
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and a Cladonia sp of lichen, as well as a small fox dropping 

with the typical smell of fox. 

 Heathers, both Ling and Bell Heather, were in full flower, 

providing a fine foreground to the beautiful views over the 

Bay.  We were pleased to see several specimens of the Au-

tumn Gentian (or Felwort) Gentianella amarella.  It was not 

sunny enough for the flowers to open, but it is clearly still 

thriving on this site, unlike its poor performance elsewhere in 

recent years.  Several stones nearby sheltered ant colonies of 

both Black ants Lasius niger and Yellow ants Lasius flavus, 

some with winged individuals ready to leave the nest.  One of 

the Black Ant colonies also harboured a few specimens of the 

tiny, white Ant Woodlouse Platyarthrus hoffmanseggi, while 

the Pill Woodlouse Armadillidium vulgare was present under 

other stones.  A few specimens of the Wood Ant Formica rufa 

wandered across the path near the start. 

Linda was thanked for organising a varied and productive 

outing. 

Hoverfly records provided by Anne Smith: 

Scaeva pyrastri, Episyrphus balteatus, Eristalis tenax, Eristalis 

arbustorum, Rhyngia campestris, Syrphus ribesii agg., Sphaer-

ophoria scripta, Leucozonia glaucia, Helophilus pendulus, 

Melanostoma scalare. 

Jennifer Newton 

Cockerham Moss August 21st 

 

The area between the Wyre and Morecambe Bay was once 
mainly occupied by an extensive area of bog, with villages 
like Hambleton and Pilling around the edge.  This has been 
progressively drained over the past 150 years or so, mostly 
for pasture.  There is still a small fragment in the middle that 
has not been taken over for agricultural use, although, being 
surrounded by drier ground, it is a good deal drier than it 
would have been in the Middle Ages.  A long, straight drain, 
Crawley's Dike, runs through the middle of this area.  The 
area on the Cockerham (north) side of the dike was leased by 
the Wildlife Trust in 2010 and is known as Cockerham Moss, 
but sometimes Gull Moss.  This area is not easy to access.  It 
is entirely surrounded by private land, although there is a 
public footpath along the Winmarleigh (south) side of the 
dike.  On the day, however, we were given permission to 
park and walk on farmland in order to get there.  

At first glance, the site is dominated by just three species of 
plant:  Heather Calluna vulgaris, Purple MoorGrass Molinia 
caerulea and Birch Betula pubescens.  Although these may 
not set a botanist's heart racing, the moss is, nevertheless, 
home to a large number of insects and spiders, which proba-
bly matters more.  

Pride of place on this list goes to the Bog Bush-cricket Metri-
optera brachyptera, a great rarity, which resembles a grass-
hopper with very long antennae.  There was also its relative, 
the Meadow Grasshopper Chorthippus parallelus.  Amongst 
the Lepidoptera were Angle Shades Phlogophora meticulosa 
and Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas.  Many spiders were 
caught:  this coarse vegetation seems perfect for the web-
spinning kinds such as Tibellus maritimus, Theridion impres-
sum, Enoplognatha ovata and Aranaeus quadratus. 

The area furthest from where we parked and next to the dike 
has vegetation closer to the pre-industrial.  Bog Myrtle Myri-
ca gale grows here and, in the depressions, there is still some 
Sphagnum (Bog-Moss) with associated Bog Rosemary An-
dromeda polifolia and Cranberry Vaccinium oxycoccos.  The 
invading Birches have been felled here:  this was the only 
conservation work I could see that had been done so far and, 
presumably, there is a good deal more to do.  

Martin Sherlock 
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Mexican Holiday 

 

We flew to Cancun, situated on the Yucatan peninsula, on 

March 16th and stayed for 2 weeks at the absolutely superb 

Riu Hotel Yucatan, an hour's drive from the airport at 

Playacar (adjacent to Playa del Carmen).  During the coach 

ride, no less than 44 vultures were seen quartering.   

 

March and April covers Mexico's dry season, giving a pleasant 

26 degrees centigrade during the day and 22 degrees 

centigrade at night - with no bothersome flies.  The extensive 

grounds of the hotel were home to an amazing assortment of 

wild life.  The grounds contained a family of 9 Howler 

Monkeys, numerous Grey Squirrel, several large Iguana, 

Gecko up to a foot long, a large family of gerbil-type animals 

identified as Tzereke, and several large mongoose-type 

animals called Coati.  

 

Birds included:  Grackle, Ruddy Ground Dove, Mocking bird, 

Great Kiskadee, Vucatan Woodpecker, Golden-fronted 

Woodpecker, Orange and Hooded Oriole, Plain Chachalaca, 

Vucatan Jay, Squirrel Cuckoo, Blackbird and Migrating Palm 

Warbler.  

 

Butterflies included:  Ceraunus Blue, Large Orange Sulphur, 

Great Southern White, Gulf Fritillary, Zebra-winged 

Heliconian and Gray Cracker.  

 

We visited a privately-owned bird sanctuary, Avario 

Xamanhah, a mile from the hotel and were amazed to see 

English names of the birds printed on the species leaflet - so 

it was an easy introduction to some of Mexico's bird life.  

Amongst the vegetation, we identified more butterflies:  

Common Morpho (with its large irridescent blue wings) 

Monarch, exotic, large, Green-striped Malacite, Mexican 

Yellow (brimstone type) and a small Eastern tailed-Blue.  

 

The following week, we visited a coastal mangrove nature 

reserve (Jardin Botanico) with tropical semi-evergreen forest.  

It was called Ya/axche and was only an hour's taxi-drive north 

of Cancun, close to Puerto Morelos.  The visitor centre 

offered a good range of natural history literature, of which 

we took advantage.  We traversed along 3 km of winding 

paths and rides where we encountered a light-brown snake.  

It was almost a metre in length and was later identified as a 

Middle American Smooth-scaled Racer.  We also identified an 

endemic Yellow-spotted Spiny Lizard.  We then came across a 

family of 10 Spider Monkeys, some carrying young, crossing 

over in the canopy above and giving us great views. 

 

The birds encountered were:  Black and White Warbler, 

Ovenbird (like our mistle thrush), American Redstart, 

Anhinga (snake bird), Brown Pelican, a magnificent Frigate 

Bird (which is my absolute favourite bird), Laughing Gull, 

Royal Tern, Turnstone, Double-crested Cormorant, 

Sanderling, Herring Gull and Orchard Oriel.  The most exciting 

of all, an endemic Buff-bellied Humming bird, alighted at eye 

level, not 5 metres from where we stood – breathtaking!  The 

butterflies included:  the large common Morpho (iridescent 

blue), Sara Orange-tip, a Large Green Malacite, Gray Cracker 

(resting only on tree trunks for camouflage), Cloudless 

Sulphur, Black-bordered Tegosa (zebra-winged shape) and 

Great Southern White.  What a marvellous few hours were 

spent in this nature-lovers paradise!  

 

On the penultimate day, we visited a Mayan temple, the 

second highest in Mexico, at Coba.  This was the last 

remaining structure that the public were allowed to climb.  

Hundreds of us did so, but I could only manage half way 

before I chickened out – no handrails, 10 inch high, smooth, 

worn steps and already above the canopy!  I sat for 10 

minutes, unsuccessfully scanning the tree tops for new birds, 

before gingerly descending on my backside.  The guide 

informed us that due to the many serious injuries that had 

happened in the past, it was to be finally closed in the 

coming July. 

 

During the 3 km walk along the ride, many more new 

butterflies were seen:  Bulia Heliconian (blue iridescent), 

Black-bordered Tegosa, Orange-barred Sulphur (like 

Cleopatra), Curved-winged Metalmark, Tailed Orange, Dina 

Yellow and Southern Dogface - the last five being similar to 

our Brimstone.  

At Coba Visitor Centre Pool, we saw a small Crocodile, 2 Barn 

Swallow and Ridways Rough-winged Swallow sitting atop a 

thatched-roof building.  

 

Our trip finished with a visit to a native Mayan village where 

our guide gave out small presents to the children as a thank 

you.  The Mexican government would no longer pay the 

villagers cash as it was mainly used to buy intoxicants.  We 

later swam in a fresh-water cenote, wearing life-jackets as it 

was 80 metres deep.  Watching a vermillion Flycatcher 

preening itself not 10 metres away, was a spectacular finish 

to the day.  

 

Identification of the Mexican birds was thanks to `Aves Del 

Yucatan` which I bought from a Playa del Carmen bookshop 

for 120 pesos (£6).  Written in Spanish, it's benefit was that 

every bird was given an English name, albeit the author 

confessed some invented by himself.  Incidentally, I noted 

that even in Mexico the Red Admiral, Painted Lady and 

Camberwell Beauty (mourning cloak) existed.  

Miscellany 
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Identification of the Mexican butterflies was provided by “A 

Swift Guide to the Butterflies of Mexico and Central America” 

by Jeffery Glassberg, costing $34.95 and published in New 

Jersey in 2007 by Sunstreak Books,Inc.  It is, without doubt, 

the best butterfly book in my possession.  It has 3250 

photographs, covering over 1000 of the 1750 total of 

Mexican butterflies, condensed to A5 size for convenient use 

in the field.  

 

Throughout our stay, I noticed a continual migration of both 

birds and butterflies at ground level which made the holiday 

constantly more interesting.  

All in all, we rated it the best holiday we've ever had and, 

contrary to our normal routine, will probably be making a 

second visit.  

 

Brian Hugo 

‘FAUNA’ - A new nature reserve for Lancaster 

 

As some readers will know, Lancaster has a new nature 

reserve; 15 acres of land located between the Fairfield 

Community Orchard and the houses near the Lancaster 

Canal.  The site is within 10 minutes’ walk of the city centre 

and the railway station, on a piece of farmland which has 

miraculously escaped housing development.  Like Fairfield 

Orchard, the reserve, currently known as FAUNA (Fairfield 

Association Urban Nature Area), is owned and managed by 

the Fairfield Association (FA), an environmental charity based 

in the Fairfield area of Lancaster, on land leased from 

Lancaster City Council.  

The fields that make up FAUNA have been farmed for three 

generations, on lease from Lancaster City Council, by the 

Loxam family of Carr House Farm.  According to the most 

recent tenant – and current grazier – Robin Loxam, the farm 

practice has always been based on low input, and soil 

surveys broadly confirm this:  certainly, for many years it has 

been grazed by cattle or horses, and chemical fertilisers have 

not been used.  When the FA took over the lease, this 

pasture land contained quite a variety of habitats:  a small 

and fairly dry ‘paddock’ which had been left un-grazed for 

some years, larger grazed areas including both dry and wet 

grassland, extensive rushy areas, a small but year-round 

watercourse (Lucy Brook), some old, neglected hedgerows 

and a selection of larger trees including a row of willows 

along the Brook.   

The FA first spotted the potential in 2000, at the time 

Fairfield Orchard was created, and, with the help of 

Councillor Jon Barry and the support of Robin Loxam, we 

approached Lancaster City Council and opened slow-moving 

negotiations.  The key turned out to be an offer of help from 

Lucia Marquart, Community Support Officer with Lancashire 

County Council’s Environment Directorate, who not only 

organised a start-up grant from the County of £15,000, but 

explained to the City Council that this grant was contingent 

on the lease being completed quickly, and on their leasing us 

the land for a nominal rent.  ‘Quickly’ was slightly optimistic, 

but in March 2011 we finally signed a 30-year lease for £1 

per year, while Robin Loxam surrendered his lease and 

became our grazier.  The White Park cattle, which Robin has 

pastured there for several years, seem happily unaware of 

their changed status.  (White Park are an endangered British 

heritage breed with useful conservation value – hardy 

enough to stay out all year round, willing (allegedly) to 

browse unwanted rush pasture (they probably haven’t yet 

been starved enough to test the allegation fully), and with 

the added bonuses of picturesque appearance, docile 

character and curly horns calculated to alarm undisciplined 

dog owners.)  

We had also been eying up a large, seasonal pond just across 

our boundary, belonging to Lancaster Girls’ Grammar School.  

The school too had been engaged in lengthy negotiations 

with the City, in their case leading to a land swap and land 

purchase with a view to eventually constructing sports 

facilities of some kind.  Fortunately, from their perspective, a 

pond is primarily a safety hazard, so we have taken it off 

their hands in exchange for fencing it off to safeguard any 

girls intent on drowning in six inches of water, and included it 

in the nature reserve area.  

With further help from Lucia, we built on the County’s grant 

with successful applications to Lancashire Environment Fund 

(landfill tax) and Community Spaces (Big Lottery Fund) for 

landscape work, including fully accessible footpath and 

boardwalk construction, new fences and gates and a lot of 

hedge restoration.  The main contractors got to work in early 

November, and we succeeded – just – in opening the 

permissive footpath to the public three days before 

Christmas.  There is now an attractive addition to the 

Lancaster footpath network, with a nice rural feel to it; 

providing good views of the Castle and Priory, new choices of 

walks and even a handy new route into town for residents of 

Abraham Heights and students of Ripley St Thomas School.  

The exceptionally wet November and December did the 
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contractors no favours, and in early February parts of the 

footpath still look a bit like a tour of the Somme in late 1916; 

but the ground will surely heal, come the spring, provided 

the cows don’t get too excited by the mud.  

On the nature reserve side of the project, we were lucky to 

persuade Natural England (NE) to award us Higher Level 

Stewardship (HLS) shortly before Mr Osborne’s autumn 

budget inflicted further cutbacks on NE’s funds.  NE told us 

their decision was quite finely balanced – the site is 

considerably smaller than they normally look for, and the 

current wildlife value is a bit modest; but FAUNA’s closeness 

to an urban centre weighed in our favour.  We were also 

helped by our second champion, Richard Storton, 

Morecambe Bay Wetland Adviser with the RSPB’s NW Farm 

Advisory Service, which is funded by NE to encourage and 

support farmers both in applying for Higher Level 

Stewardship and also in fulfilling its terms.  We now have a 

ten-year agreement for the management of the site, capital 

funding for environmental landscaping and a small but 

helpful income to sustain us for the next few years.  

Our HLS agreement provides objectives and targets for most 

of the habitats across the site.  In the larger and wetter of the 

two main fields, HLS paid most of the cost of excavating small 

ponds and scrapes in its central rushy area, which will be 

kept full (we hope) by a small earth bund and a sluice 

regulating the amount of water that disappears into a land 

drain.  This field will be managed for winter wading birds:  

within fairly recent memory, Lapwing and Curlew have 

nested there, but that was before the Abraham Heights 

housing development on the other side of the Orchard.  The 

experts’ view was that we’d be lucky to tempt nesting 

waders to run the risk of marauding cats, whilst foot and dog 

traffic on the new path will probably be a bit alarming as 

well, at least until the hedges reach their full height.  So, we 

have settled for encouraging winter visitors.  The rushy area 

has always been a refuge for Snipe in winter and spring, and 

they are still there now, despite the disturbance of pond 

construction.  During most recent winters, Lapwing have 

come in to the fields when the banks of the Lune Estuary are 

frozen, and we’re hoping that higher water levels will 

discourage the cats and tempt them and other birds to come 

and stay.  We also plan to get the rushes cut, borrowing a 

specially-adapted tractor and mower, and so encourage the 

cows to graze down the new and, hopefully, tastier soft-rush 

growth, which just might make the land attractive enough for 

nesting birds as well.  

The wettest area of all is largely invisible from the footpath, 

concealed behind a line of willows.  Here, there is now a 

larger and deeper pond, with another bund to keep it full all 

year round, where we will shortly be planting reed bed, and 

we hope to encourage a good range of water fowl.  Teal as 

well as Mallards have already arrived and seem to approve.  

In the remaining field, mostly dry pasture, we aim to restore 

a traditional, herb-rich hay meadow (at present the herb 

cover is very poor but the grass mixture is reasonably 

favourable).  Our HLS agreement started this year and so did 

the restoration:  the cows were shut out in April and an 

encouragingly modest crop of hay was cut in August.  Some 

of the most promising-looking patches were then spread 

with green hay, freshly cut from Heysham Nature Reserve 

and scattered with yellow rattle-rich seed from a meadow at 

Warton - all courtesy of Reuben Neville, Steve Ryder and the 

North Lancashire Meadows Group.  A few weeks later, the 

cows were invited back to tread in the seed.   

The above, modest textbook description omits one major 

issue, the explosion of Common Ragwort, which afflicted not 

only the hay meadow but the wet meadow, the paddock and 

the Girls’ Grammar School’s field next door.  It was a bumper 

year for ragwort everywhere, but we seem to have been 

particularly unlucky.  The plan had been to sell our hay crop 

for feed, but the ragwort content made it unsaleable, and 

also to scarify the ground before seeding, but that looked too 

much like an invitation for another few years’ ragwort 

infestation.  Huge volunteer efforts went into digging up 

young ragwort plants from the hay meadow – quite possibly 

counter-productive, as it’s almost impossible to remove all 

the roots until the plants are in flower – and then into pulling 

vast numbers of flowering plants, many of which had 

inevitably set seed before we could get them out.  We are 

anxiously waiting to see what comes up, and bracing 

ourselves for another community effort - spot-spraying with 

herbicide early next summer, which seems the only solution.  

There was also the little problem of disposing of the ragwort, 

which had to be stuffed into every available green wheelie-

bin for weeks on end, or taken to Salt Ayre’s green waste 

area for heat-treated composting.  We investigated the 

commercial route, but this meant landfill, where ragwort is 

classified as highly toxic waste and charged for accordingly.  

The best we can say is that it has been a great bonding 

experience for the local volunteer community, and our 

numbers of volunteers have at least doubled, quite probably 

as a consequence.   

There is much more to be told, of course, including difficult 

decisions about the hedges (we went for radical treatment 

which will produce the best results in the medium term), 

debates with the owners of extremely good dogs (all dogs 

are extremely good in their owners’ eyes) about our 

instruction to keep dogs on leads on the footpath, and so on.  

Thankfully, there has been very wide acceptance of our 

biggest decision, that whilst the footpath is open 24/7, 

access to the reserve fields is restricted.  This is inescapable 

for the sake of the birds, the cows, and potential visitors 
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themselves (and their dogs), but anyone wanting to inspect 

the site should know that it is not open-access.  We are very 

happy indeed to show people round or to give permission, 

where appropriate, for more extended visits for wildlife 

observation, recording etc:  contact should be made via the 

website.  Last summer we inaugurated two recording groups, 

for wild flowers and birds, and new members are always 

welcome.  If anyone would like to set up an invertebrate 

group, or any other specialism, that would be welcome too.   

We hold regular volunteer work parties in the Orchard and 

FAUNA, on the second Saturday morning of every month, 

and more frequently in the summer (details on the website).  

Lastly, we are fund-raising in hope of acquiring additional 

land to extend the reserve to the south.  We are in 

intermittent dialogue with the owners and hope to agree a 

price in the next few months.  Contributions of all sizes 

would be very helpful to add to the amount of well over 

£125,000 which we’ve already raised. 

We are planning a formal launch event (as required by our 

funders, with their logos prominently displayed) sometime 

after Easter.  It will be advertised on the website and in the 

local press, as will a series of themed visits and guided walks, 

probably starting in May.   

Oliver Fulton, Trustee and FAUNA project co-ordinator 

The Fairfield Association (registered charity no. 1058030) 

http://www.fairfieldassociation.org/  

White Park cattle             E Garston 

Common Morel 

Common Morel Morchella esculenta is a widespread, but 

uncommon fungus.  It is an edible fungus and was found on 

Dock Acres North on April 7th 2011.  

Jim Thomas 

Stoats in Borwick 

For some time now, I have been aware of the existence of a 

family of Stoats in a dry stone wall bordering the field adja-

cent to Borwick Hall Bridge, alongside the canal.  The usual 

sighting is of a rear end and black-tipped tail disappearing 

into one of the crevices in the wall.  Occasionally, a more 

inquisitive animal will watch through bright eyes for what 

seems quite a long time but is, in reality, only seconds! 

On 24th August this year, however, I experienced something 

completely new.  I was standing on the tow path by the 

bridge when an adult Stoat suddenly appeared from long 

grass on the opposite bank and, without hesitation, jumped 

from the stone embankment straight into the water, some 

45cm or so below.  It swam, very quickly and very efficiently, 

diagonally across the canal to the point nearest to its 

“home” and where the bank is quite grassy and slightly slop-

ing.  It had no problem in climbing out and shot across the 

towpath towards the wall. 

I mention this because I have never before seen a Stoat 

swimming, and also because the supreme confidence with 

which it carried out the whole manoeuvre made me wonder 

just how frequently it had done it before. 

Jim Thomas 

December 2011 

http://www.fairfieldassociation.org/

