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The Group is a local group of the Wildlife Trust for Lancashire (WTL), primarily for 
WTL members living in the Lancaster City Council District and immediately adjacent
areas of Lancashire, South Cumbria and North Yorkshire.

Meetings are open to all members of WTL. If you are not already a member, come 
along to a few meetings and, if you like what we do, join us.

The General Committee coordinates all the work of the Group and, in particular, 
arranges meetings, field outings, recording sessions, working parties on local reserves 
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collates records to help conserve interesting sites, to monitor changing numbers and 
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Chairman’s Report

This has been a most difficult report to write but for the life of me I am not sure why.  
Perhaps I have just written too many and am running out of ideas!  After an 
encouraging start to the year, with all that fine spring weather, we were treated to a 
disappointing summer.  Nevertheless, during the year we still had some excellent days
out, so I am told.  Unfortunately, owing to my cricketing interests, I have to rely on 
others for the information.

There have been a number of changes at committee level.  We have a new editor in 
Marian Corkill so, if you see a change in style, you will know why.  John Holding, 
our long-lasting secretary, has decided it is time for someone else to take over so, as 
no one person can do everything John did, we have parcelled his job out.  Cis Brook 
has taken over as minutes secretary and Martin Sherlock has taken over the 
membership list.  The other notable event is the start of a Website.  This is being 
organised by Nigel Handford and I encourage you to look at the site, www.nlng.co.uk.

Feedback is welcomed on this and any other matters concerning our group; please do 
not be shy at coming forward.

Have a good summer and let’s hope 2008 is an interesting year.

Mike Moon

http://www.nlng.co.uk/


Editorial

This is my first newsletter as editor and it has proved to be a steep learning curve.  I 
have got to know many of the NLN Group, committee members, recorders and those 
who enjoy writing and have submitted their own articles.  Thank you to everyone for 
their contributions.  I’m sure you will understand if we have had to prune one or two 
items through lack of space.

I have also acquired a new computer, a major step for someone who has retired and 
therefore no longer has IT back-up through work!  Committee members have been 
very helpful, especially John Holding who has provided many of the photographs for 
this newsletter.  Laura Sivell has also agreed to do the typesetting again this year.  My 
especial thanks go to Ruth Pollock, the previous editor, for all her help and 
encouragement, without which I would never have embarked on this enterprise.

I hope you enjoy reading the 2007 newsletter and will consider writing something for 
the 2008 edition.

Marian Corkill

CONSERVATION AND PLANNING 2007

I write in the midst of an absolute flurry of planning applications, wondering if 
Lancaster and Carnforth will buck the current downturn in the housing market, or 
whether developers know something we don’t.  Apart from major urban regeneration 
schemes in Lancaster (Luneside), brownfield County Biological Heritage Sites (BHS)
around Carnforth are being targeted for future housing development (Carnforth 
Ironworks and the Lundsfield Quarries).  Some are at a very early stage and there may
be scope to work with developers to influence the development from the outset, 
whereas others are being opposed through the planning process, where there is much 
less scope for manoeuvre. We have just objected to the second Lundsfield Quarry 
application this year and will be lobbying the City Council to raise their awareness of 
the biodiversity importance of brownfield sites and the number under active threat of 
development.

The planned expansion and development of Glasson Dock Marina (part of the 
Lancaster Canal BHS) is another recent issue – we await the City Council’s decision 
as to whether an Environmental Impact Assessment is required (we think it is).  The 
Heysham-M6 Public Inquiry concluded in August and the Inspectors’ decision is 
awaited.

We have been working with the Environment Agency to agree terms and funding for 
us to take on the management of the borrow pit adjacent to Freeman’s Wood, created 
as part of the Lower Lancaster Flood Alleviation Scheme.  Subject to agreement, we 
should be managing the site from April 2008.



Behind the scenes, much work has gone into finding alternative funding for reserve 
management, but we have been hampered by the much-publicised Rural Payment 
Agency problems and Natural England’s difficult first year following the 
amalgamation of the Countryside Agency, Rural Development Agency and English 
Nature as was.  The problems are now likely to be addressed nationally as it is evident
that all Wildlife Trusts are adversely affected to varying degrees.

Other notable developments within the Trust over the last year include a record 
increase in membership (20% increase to 17 000) and the appointment of staff, initial 
site works and architectural design competition for a new Visitor Centre at 
Brockholes.  The design winner will be announced in the New Year with an ambitious
construction programme to follow thereafter, with opening scheduled for 2009. 

Looking ahead, the Heritage Lottery Fund Board will make a final decision on our 
major Volunteering bid in March.  If approved, and if we secure the remaining match 
funding required, the project should transform the support and opportunities that we 
can offer to volunteers across our region.  Climate change is certain to affect every 
aspect of our work – we have commissioned some innovative research on carbon 
sequestration in relation to lowland peat and we are actively reviewing our operations 
to see how we can practicably reduce our carbon footprint further.

As ever, many thanks to everyone for their continued support of our work.

Kim Wisdom
Conservation Officer for North Lancashire



A mothing diary 

An interest in lepidoptery started in my teens when, with a school pal, Frank Train, 
Poplar Hawk pupae were collected from under sods of earth under poplar trees.  Eyed 
Hawk similarly under sallow, Elephant Hawk under rose-bay willowherb and Eggar 
under moorland heather.  These latter pupae were encased in hard, black cocoons 
which on occasions were open – the corvids had got to them before us.  
Caterpillars of the same species were also collected and reared on suitable foodplants 
in my bedroom.  After pupation they were placed in an open box filled with sawdust 
on top of my wardrobe.  When the adults emerged they were kept in wire cages with a
nectar plant to mate.  The resulting eggs emerged as caterpillars whose first meal was 
their first egg case.  Their growth was observed with interest as they shed their skins, 
changing into their different instars.

Newman of Kent, the king of suppliers in the world of entomology at the time, 
purchased our surplus pupae for a minimum of one (old) penny each.  Similarly eggs, 
larvae and pupae were supplied or purchased from him, usually the more uncommon 
species.  Many a Spurge, Pine or Privet Hawk egg went through its complete 
metamorphosis in my bedroom, to finally hatch as a resplendent adult.  To arrive 
home from school and watch crumpled wings being pumped up on my curtains was to
experience one of the marvels of nature.

Moths then took a back seat to bird nesting, fishing and wild flowering. Catching 
newts as they surfaced for air was another popular pastime in the numerous ponds in 
Alderley Edge.  Many of the perch, bream and pike were, after a 24 hour soak in a 
bucket of salt water, eaten – and very tasty they were too.

Fifty years on, in 2007, I decided to improve my mothing knowledge and so with a 
stick and a muslin net, set out to beat bushes during daylight hours to capture and 
identify species unknown to me.  With the help of John Holding I began to learn about
some of them.  In May, a Red Twin-spot Carpet was found on moorland at Leck.
In June, on Harrisend Fell near Street, were found Smoky Wave and Brown Silver-
lines.  In a central area of Goodber Common, two beautiful Mother Shipton were 
discovered.  Thirty plus Grass Wave were seen on Winmarleigh Moss, near Pilling, 
and Northern Spinach at Beacon Fell Country Park.  A spectacular find was made at 
Gait Barrows Nature Reserve, a place that has been intensely recorded for 
Lepidoptera.  A white micro moth with beige stripes, found on rowan on the limestone
pavement, turned out to be a first not only for the reserve but for VC60.  Its name – 
Argyresthia sorbiella – quite a mouthful.  What excitement as Steve Palmer confirmed
its identity from John’s digital photograph.  For me it was simply beginner’s luck.
Mid July, also on Gait Barrows, produced another micro, Argyresthia goldatella, 
together with Small Fan-footed Wave, Common White Wave and Clouded Border.  In 
mid August, Winfold Fell in Bowland produced a dark form of July Highflyer.  Late 
August at Lee, also in Bowland, Flame Carpet and a light version of Green Carpet fell
to the net.  My last moths were discovered at Dalton Crags in early September – 
Ysololopha dentella on honeysuckle, my first Silver Y and a late Brimstone moth.
Such has been the enjoyment of finding such wonderful new moths in 2007 that, 
without doubt, I will be continuing with my stick and net in 2008 – I’ve caught the 
bug again.



Brian Hugo



Aughton Woods  10th May 

 A small group met in the Crook of Lune car park on a somewhat overcast evening in 
May for a walk led by Jennifer Newton to the ancient semi-natural woodland of the 
LWT Reserve of Aughton Woods. This reserve consists of a complex of woods north-
east of Lancaster on the north side of the river Lune between the villages of Caton and
Aughton.

At the start we paused for a minute at the picnic site to admire the view looking along 
the Lune valley – steep wooded slopes down to the northwest bank of the river Lune 
with Ingleborough in the far distance. Swifts were flying overhead. Walking down to 
the river we passed a Norway Maple Acer platanoides. This tree is similar to the 
Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus but has more pointed leaves and upright flowers, 
produced before the leaves unfurl, earlier in the year than the pendent flowers of 
Sycamore.

 Along the river we saw Sand Martins flying and feeding, and Mallard adults and 
ducklings on the water. An Ash Fraxinus excelsior on the bank was showing patches 
of a yellow lichen. Ash trees have good nutrient-rich bark and Jennifer showed us the 
patches of yellow lichen Xanthoria sp., more numerous on the upper surface of 
horizontal branches of this tree than on vertical surfaces. Also on the bank were 
Hemlock Water Dropwort Oenanthe crocata - poisonous to man and farm stock - and 
the troublesome aliens Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera and Japanese 
Knotweed Fallopia japonica. On the river was a party of 13 Goosanders which flew 
off down river leaving a Grey Heron and a solitary Swan. 

In passing we admired the iron aqueduct built in 1892 to carry water from the Lake 
District to Manchester. Near here Linda found an attractive small white moth with 2 
dark dots at the front of each forewing. It was later identified by Jennifer as a White-
pinion Spotted Lomographa bimaculata. The larvae feed on Hawthorn Crataegus 
monogyna. The moth is fairly common in south England, absent from the Midlands 
and then appears again in Cumbria (and in N. Lancs). It is not uncommon in 
Arnside/Silverdale but this was a first record for SD56.

Continuing along the path we entered Applehouse Wood where we saw the flowers of 
Wild Garlic Allium ursinum in magnificent white drifts like snow. In damper areas we
noted Lesser Celandines Ranunculus ficaria now well past flowering with leaves 
wilting. Then over the stile and across a footbridge and we were in Aughton Woods. 
As we progressed along the path we saw Small-leaved Lime Tilia cordata, Hazel 
Corylus avellana, Sessile Oak Quercus petraea, Ash and a young Wych Elm Ulmus 
glabra 

There was much of interest in the ground flora. We were able to compare the narrow 
leaves of Greater Stitchwort Stellaria holostea with the much broader leaves of Wood 
Stitchwort Stellaria nemorum. There was Wood Sorrel Oxalis acetosella and Yellow 
Pimpernel Lysimachia nemorum, a patch of Sweet Woodruff Galium odoratum and 
Wood Speedwell Veronica montana. Throughout the woods we saw many Bluebells 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta which were just past their best but would have been 
especially beautiful some 1-2 weeks earlier.



Ferns were just unfolding their crosiers and we recognised Male Fern Dryopteris filix-
mas, Golden Male Fern Dryopteris affinis and Broad Buckler Fern Dryopteris 
dilatata. Jennifer pointed out the Great Wood-rush Luzula sylvatica which does well 
on steep damp slopes and told us it was so appetising to grazing animals that it would 
not be able to survive in a grazed wood.  Graceful Pendulous Sedges Carex pendulosa
and tufts of Remote Sedge Carex remota and Wood Sedge Carex sylvatica were seen 
from the path. Here and there were spikes of the grass Wood Millet Milium effusum.

Towards the north-eastern end of the woods we followed a path climbing the steep 
slope to the top of the wood, where we paused for breath. It was noticeable that the 
Ash trees here had bare branches whilst other species were well out. We could also 
see a more open area where working parties had been felling Sycamore trees. These 
are thought to be non-native trees which were widely planted in the past. The timber 
is not suitable for outside use as it rots easily. It was used in the cotton industry for 
bobbins and rollers, etc as the white wood did not stain the cloth. Sycamores grow 
well in this area and the saplings have been very dense in some parts of the 
understorey,   preventing native trees from regenerating. There had been little 
evidence of regeneration of native tree species in the woods until this year when 
numerous Ash seedlings were found. 

Finally we left the woodland and descended through a meadow, also part of the 
reserve, to reach the river. We retraced our steps to the car park and in the fading light 
thanked Jennifer for a very enjoyable and informative outing.

Ruth Pollock 



Aughton Woods 

The main work this year has been the felling of large sycamores in Lawson’s Wood at 
the request of Natural England to reduce the extent of non-native species in the wood. 
Reuben and Steve spent several days felling sycamores early in the year and in 
November and December on a special tree-felling project Reuben and Tony worked in
the woods for many days, finally felling about 100 trees. Both our January and 
November work parties involved cutting up and burning the brashings and some of 
the logs from the chain-saw felling. In November we also managed to clear a large 
number of small saplings from above the path. As on Warton Crag we were most 
impressed by the variety and abundance of lichens on some of the large trees. There 
were several species, such as the beard lichen Usnea subfloridana, and the yellow-
green foliose lichen Flavoparmelia caperata which were not recorded by Mike 
Gosling when he investigated in the early 1990s. This may be due in part to general 
improvement in air quality with the change in fuel from coal to natural gas and in part
to the fact that the best lichens are high up in the trees and not easily visible from the 
ground.

Pleasingly, regeneration of native trees seems to be much better now than in the past. 
Ash saplings are very much more numerous, and with care we should be able to 
ensure that ash replaces much of the sycamore. Oak, elm, holly, hazel are all present 
as small saplings.

In July we made another attempt to clear Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera 
from alongside the path in Lawsons Wood. Sabrina Mazzoni brought along a group on
a training course for a day’s work and a week later, after a period of heavy rain, five 
volunteers joined Reuben, Steve and Leslie for an evening session. In spite of the 
wetness underfoot we were able to pull out a vast number of plants and cleared a long 
stretch of woodland. The trouble is that Himalayan Balsam is now so entrenched up 
the Lune that unless the whole river basin can be cleared it will just wash down in the 
floods to recolonise each year. Still, with luck it will not reach as far up into the wood 
as this year.

Alan Draper kindly took over the recording of Keith Wood’s nest boxes. Jean Roberts 
was for the first time unable to do the breeding birds survey, valuable work which she 
has carried out for many years. We would welcome any offers for help with this 
survey, and any other recording work, also monitoring of fences and paths to check 
for any fallen trees and any other problems. We are very grateful for all the work that 
volunteers do, here and on Warton Crag, and always welcome any new helpers.

Jennifer Newton



Balearic Islands Holidays

My wife and I arrived on 27th April, 2007 at Santa Ponza, Majorca, to be met by a 
heavy downpour and a temperature of 16C.

Our usual day consisted of a leisurely three-mile saunter, downing a litre of sangria 
and discovering miniature pink gladioli, asphodels with spikes over a metre high, 
bushy rock roses and various yellow Potentillas.  Sardinian warblers skulked beneath 
cover, together with spotted flycatcher and serin.

Speckled Wood butterflies were common, interspersed with some Wall and Holly 
Blue. During the week we encountered Large White, Brown Argus, European 
Swallowtail and a tatty Painted Lady.  Birds included Hoopoe, Stonechat, Woodchat 
shrike, Pied Flycatcher and migrating Bee-eater and Swallow.  The only raptor was a 
single Lesser Kestrel.

I would not recommend holidaying here quite as early as we did as the temperature 
was rarely above 17C and the sky mainly overcast.  Our quest for the sun was 
thwarted.

On 29th September we arrived at Arenal D’Encastell, Menorca, to a temperature of 
21C and bright sunshine. Three-mile walks along the shoreline and scrubby maquis 
provided countless sightings of Stonechat and Sardinian Warbler, the occasional 
Turtle Dove and Goldfinch and flocks of Spanish Sparrow.  Herring Gull and 
Cormorant were the only seabirds encountered, together with two raptors, Lesser 
Kestrel and Red Kite.   Close-up views were seen of Blue Rock Thrush around the 
cliff faces, together with Thekla Lark and Whinchat.  The only migrating birds seen 
were a mixed flock of several hundred hirundines coming in off the sea.

The commonest flowers were Oleander, Yellow Inula, Rock Samphire and large bushy
Ericas.  Our best find was several Meadow Saffron.  Small and pink, they grew 
directly out of the sand between the maquis without leaves – a most unusual sight.

Butterflies seen were Brown Argus, Mallow Skipper, Speckled Wood, Wall and 
Common Blue.  Occasionally European Swallowtail, Langs Short-tailed Blue, Small 
Copper and Clouded Yellow passed us by.  Whilst watching a Hummingbird Hawk 
Moth nectaring on heather, a Clouded Yellow alighted on a low-lying yellow vetch to 
lay a single, long transparent egg – it was a wonderful moment to witness.  On the last
evening, on the hotel’s glass entrance door, I noticed two exotically marked moths 
covered with numerous black and pink spots, which I later identified as Crimson 
Speckled.  They were an exciting find to round off our holiday.

Brian Hugo



Bees, Wasps and Ants

The warm spring got bumblebees off to a good start and generally it has been a 
successful year for them. The earliest record I received was from Alan Draper, of a 
large species with a white tail at Aldcliffe on 2nd February. It is most likely to have 
been a queen of the White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum, because queens of the 
Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris, which also emerge early, usually have 
brown tails. Separating these two species becomes difficult later on when the workers 
of both have white tails. By March and April there was plenty of activity and Jennifer 
Newton and Maria Woods were recording these species and the Red-tailed B. 
lapidarius and the Carder Bumblebee B. pascuorum in their gardens. Jennifer also 
saw the Mountain Bumblebee B. monticola on moorland on Claughton Moor, Botton 
Head Fell and Birk Bank - and in her garden at Hornby. The natural habitat of this bee
is moorland but when there are not enough flowers there it flies down into lower land 
to forage.

Of solitary bees, John Holding sent me photos of the Tawny Mining Bee Andrena 
fulva, which is one of the earliest to appear, and Halictus rubicundus, another 
common mining bee. I was pleased to learn from Jennifer that the uncommon bee 
Melitta haemorrhoidalis is still to be seen at Silver Hill near Loyn Bridge, 10 years on
from where she first found it in 1997, and that she has also found it at a second site 
nearer Thrushgill Wood. This bee was first recorded in the NW in the 1940s by 
A.E.Wright near Grange-over-Sands, and I found it was still there in the same place in
1996. I am gradually finding it at more places in Cumbria. In July 2006 I actually had 
a male and female in my garden at Natland near Kendal. Of course I am unable to say 
whether it is really increasing, or am I just getting better at spotting it?

Of wasps, Peter Marsh contacted me about what he thought was a Hornet Vespa 
crabro in his garden. Hornets are definitely moving north but they have not reached 
Lancashire yet, and we finally agreed that it was almost certainly a queen ‘Median 
Wasp’ Dolichovespula media, which has quite a lot of red colouring on it, like a 
Hornet. This wasp has spread rapidly through England after arriving from the 
Continent in about 1980.

On ants, I have completed my five year study of the Red Wood Ant Formica rufa 
population at Gait Barrows, and a paper is being prepared for publication. I found that
40 (48.2%) of the nests first recorded by Tony Aldridge in 1986 were still alive, and 
therefore had an age of at least 20 years.  The population had remained remarkably 
steady at around 100 nests over this period, but there had been an annual turnover, in 
terms of nests dying and new ones forming, of about 5.5%. My next project will be to 
investigate the other invertebrates which live with the ants in their nests. Nothing 
much seems to have been done on this subject since Donisthorpe published his classic
book ‘Guests of British Ants’ in 1927. Preliminary experiments have already 
produced some interesting results.

Neil Robinson



Beetles and bugs 

I wish to thank all those who have submitted records this year.  Owing to the number 
of species involved in these groups, an annual report cannot include all the records 
collected during the year but they are retained and sent on to recording schemes as 
appropriate.  My report covers interesting or unusual sightings from our area. 

I am often asked to investigate pest species of beetle.  The owners of a listed property 
in Capernwray found large numbers of small brown beetles on the windowsills of 
their lounge.  They correctly assumed them to be woodworm beetles Anobium 
punctatum and concluded that they were emerging from the old oak beams and lintels 
within the room.  They had, in fact, emerged from a pile of logs stored by the 
fireplace that had been brought in from a nearby fallen ash tree. I was able to reassure 
them that the ancient timbers of the building were safe but advised them to take the 
logs outside for storage and only bring them in as and when needed. Another old 
cottage in Borwick has intermittent outbreaks of woodworm beetles but so far we 
have been unable to locate the source. Brightly coloured carpet beetles belonging to 
the genus Anthrenus also occur fairly regularly in houses and have currently been 
found in Warton, Carnforth and Borwick: though they can do damage, especially to 
insect collections, they are usually not a major problem and are easily controlled by 
the energetic use of a vacuum cleaner.

Bright red lily beetles Lilioceris lilii again appeared in our garden on lilies in early 
May.  The first Harlequin Ladybird Harmonia axyridis to be recorded in the northwest
was spotted on buddleia in Lancaster in early April.  This is the alien ladybird that 
received a dramatic coverage in the national press and is causing serious concern on 
account of its probable impact on native species. So far as I am aware there have been
no further records from our area but populations have increased enormously in parts 
of the south of England and we should be on the look out for it.

Not surprisingly, many of the beetle records that are sent to me are of either brightly 
coloured or large species since these are noticed most readily by the casual observer.  
The two common species of cardinal beetle come into both categories, being quite 
large and bright red in colour.  Pyrochroa coccinea is the larger species, with a black 
head and was noted in Witherslack, Warton and Borwick.  P. serraticornis is slightly 
smaller with a red head and was reported more widely and frequently, in Carnforth, 
Morecambe and Thurnham.  The handsome Rose Chafer Cetonia aurata seems to be 
well established at Gait Barrows where it was spotted by several observers this year.  
Another chafer beetle that is often attracted to lights is the brown Serica brunnea: a 
specimen found at Gait Barrows was being dismembered by one of the wood ant 
colonies.  Oil beetles prefer dry and sunny slopes and are most frequently spotted in 
springtime: they can be up to 35 mm in length and are a distinctive dark blue colour.  
Females have a very long and swollen abdomen.  Their larvae are parasitic upon 
species of solitary bees and have a most interesting life cycle.  One seen in April on 
Caton Moor was probably Meloe proscarabaeus, the most common member of the 
group but still an uncommon insect.  One of the scarcer southern species has been 
rediscovered recently and I would welcome details of all sightings of oil beetles.

During one day in the bright sunny spell of weather in April, I recorded six species of 
ladybird in my garden at Borwick.  These were the 7-spot Coccinella 7-punctata, the 



11-spot C. 11-punctata, the 2-spot Adalia 2-punctata, the 10-spot A.10-punctata, the 
22-spot Thea 22-punctata and the Orange Halyzia 16-guttata.  A specimen of the 
staphylinid beetle Staphylinus stercorarius was seen crawling on the wall of our 
house in Borwick in July.  This is a large insect, about 13mm in length, in form very 
similar to the more common and slightly larger Devil’s Coach Horse, but with red 
elytra.  In Trowbarrow Quarry I found several adults of the leaf beetle Chrysolina 
brunsvicensis that is associated with species of Hypericum.  A visit to Heysham Moss 
in November resulted in the discovery of two small fungus-feeding beetles under the 
bark of a fallen chestnut: Dacne bipustulata and Cerylon ferrugineum.

There have been numerous records of the more common shieldbugs, including the 
Hawthorn Shieldbug Acanthosoma from Warton, Heysham and Borwick, the Sloe 
Shieldbug Dolycoris from Warton, Carnforth, Borwick and Lancaster, and the now 
well established Green Shieldbug Palomena from Hornby, Warton and Borwick. The 
Red-legged Shieldbug Pentatoma was found in June in Wray. I had specimens of two 
common species, the Birch Shieldbug Elasmostethus and the Parent Bug Elasmucha 
as well as two rather more scarce species, the Gorse Shieldbug Piezoderus and the 
Bronze Shieldbug Troilus on a visit to Heysham Moss in November. 

Jim Thomas



Butterflies 

After the warm late summer of 2006 and the early spring of 2007, it looked as if we 
were going to be in for a spectacular butterfly year.  Before long it all went pear 
shaped as bad weather moved in.  Through June and July it seemed that the only thing
moving one low pressure area out of the way was the next one coming along.  
Apparently this was due to the jet stream being much further south than it should have
been, and it was August before it finally moved up to where it belongs.  Most butterfly
records were notably down on a normal year, and many recorders commented on the 
shortage of normally numerous garden species.

There were some unusually early emergence dates – Duke of Burgundy Hamearis 
lucina on April 26th is a new record for that species.  It was last recorded on May 26th 
though, whereas it would normally be flying well into June.  The Duke has not been 
seen at its former haunt of Eaves Wood since 2003, and at all but 3 sites in England it 
has declined considerably in recent years.  Luckily for us, one of the 3 sites showing 
increase is Gait Barrows, where there is a trend towards increasing numbers.  

Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne was also first recorded on April 26th.  
One of the former names of this butterfly was ‘the April Fritillary’ as it typically 
emerged in April, and was the only fritillary to do so.  However, this was before the 
calendar had 11 days removed in 1752.  Since then, the normal emergence date has 
been in the first couple of weeks in May.  Pearl-bordered Fritillary numbers were low,
after a series of wet springs in preceding years.  For the first time in recent years, 
there were no records from Eaves Wood and Arnside Knott.  Transect counts were 
mainly well down – a depressing and worrying situation.  

High Brown Fritillary Argynnis dippe which did quite well in 2006 had a poor year in 
2007; with such a wet July and August, nothing else could have been expected.  Even 
Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja, which has been increasing dramatically in 
recent years, had a noticeable slump at some sites, a moderate year at others and 
improvement at some – Eaves Wood showed a good increase.  The two species fly at 
the same time and both suffered from the dull conditions.  A single Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary Boloria selene was recorded at Jack Scout, the first transect record 
for the site.  This species had a moderate year.  The small colony at Birkbank Bog 
seems to be stable.  Unusually for Lancashire, there was a single record of a Silver-
washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia at Gait Barrows.  Did it fly here, or hitch a lift in 
Rob’s Land Rover?

Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni and Peacock Inachis io, which had a chance to breed in
the warm early spring, did quite well on most of the transects and in some gardens 
within their ranges.  By time their summer butterflies emerged, there were some fine 
days for them to feed up before going into hibernation.

Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonius seems to be now well established in the limestone 
reserves, with a big leap in numbers at Arnside Knott, whilst Meadow Brown 
Maniola jurtina numbers were very poor, with the lowest ever counts on many 
transects.  Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops has not been doing very well in recent years. 
There is a possibility that this alpine species has not been responding well to the 
recent run of mild winters as it is adapted to harsher conditions.  The idea of 



introducing the butterfly to Great Asby Scar is under consideration, but this is as yet 
in the early stages.  11 Ringlet Aphantopus hyperanus were recorded on one of the 
Gait Barrows transects and 25 on the other, but there is reason to believe these were 
introduced.  One was also seen on Arnside Knott.  

Holly blue Celastrina argiolus had a good year, notably at Warton Crag LWT and 
Eaves Wood, and Common Blue Polyommatus icarus had a bad year.  Northern 
Brown Argus Aricia artaxerxes also had a generally bad year, and Wall Lasiommata 
megera generally did very poorly – I for one did not see a single one all year!

Migrant numbers were generally poor.  Not a single Clouded Yellow Colias croceus 
was recorded.  There was an influx of Red Admirals Vanessa atalanta and Painted 
Lady Vanessa cardui in June and their offspring flew in reasonable numbers in late 
summer.  As usual, the year was rounded off by sightings of Red Admiral into 
November.

Laura Sivell



Clougha   20th May

Fourteen of us set out on our Clougha outing led by Jennifer Newton.

Bracken Pteridium aquilinum and Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus carpet large areas of 
the fell and there were also tracts of Heather Calluna vulgaris, some of which had 
been burnt off to encourage re-growth of young shoots suitable for grouse.  Rowan 
Sorbus aucuparia, Sessile Oak Quercus petraea, Downy Birch Betula pubescens and 
Gorse Ulex europaeus also grew on the slopes.

Underneath the bracken were Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, Climbing 
Corydalis Corydalis claviculata and Wood Sorrel Oxalis acetosella, while Sheep’s 
Sorrel Rumex acetosella, Tormentil Potentilla erecta and Heath Bedstraw Galium 
saxatile grew with Purple Moor-grass Molinia caerulea, Green-ribbed Sedge Carex 
binervis and Heath Wood-rush Luzula multiflora in the sparser vegetation alongside 
the paths. 

Wet boggy areas had their own distinctive flora.  Seen amongst the Sphagnum mosses
were Cranberry Vaccinium oxycoccus, Sundew Drosera rotundifolia and Lousewort 
Pedicularis palustris.  A few days earlier Jennifer had an amazing find – two plants of
Greater Butterwort Pinguicula grandiflora, one of which was in flower.  It is 
distinguished from Common Butterwort by the extra long spur at the back of the 
flower.  It is native only in south-west Ireland and is naturalised in Britain, with 
sixteen records mostly in Devon and Cornwall.  The nearest location to us is the South
Pennines.

Lady Fern Athyrium filix-femina, Lemon-scented Fern Oreopteris limbosperma and 
Hard Fern Blechnum spicant (the last with a long fertile stem like a narrow fish-bone) 
were found in several locations and identified by Roy.

Green Tiger Beetles Cicindela campestris were found on the path and in one place 
many of their larval entrance-holes were seen.  The larvae wait in their burrows and 
pounce on any small insect passing by.  The adults move very quickly and actively 
hunt their prey.  We also found other metallic bugs and beetles and weevils which 
were difficult to identify.

We had lunch on a huge stone pile and there Jennifer found several interesting spiders.
Glossy jet-black Zelotes apricorum was with a cream egg sac attached to the 
underside of a stone and Pseudeuophrys erratica, a jumping spider, was sitting next to
her egg sac.  Seen here also were Harpactea hombergi and a six-eyed spider, 
Segestria senoculata.  Jennifer also pointed out a few Pardosa nigriceps carrying egg 
sacs and a nursery web full of tiny spiderlings of the Garden Spider Araneus 
diadematus.



After lunch, in warm sunshine, Green Hairstreak Butterflies Callophrys rubi and three
moths – Brown Silver-lines Petrophora chlorosata, Common Heath Ematurga 
atomaria and the Longhorn Adela reaumurella flitted among the bilberry plants.  A 
handsome bee was also seen.  It had a completely red abdomen and was the Bilberry 
Bumblebee Bombus monticola.  Nearby were B. pascuorum and B. lucorum and also a
cuckoo bee Psithyrus bohemicus, which lays its eggs in the nests of B. lucorum.  The 
cuckoo bee destroys the host eggs and larvae and lays her own eggs in the new cells 
she then makes. The B. lucorum workers rear her larvae until they eventually pupate 
and later emerge as adults.

The Weirs identified fungi for us. Three species were found: St. George’s Mushroom, 
which fruits around 23rd April, Mollisia cinerea, a tiny grey disc fungus on a dead 
gorse branch and several Dung Roundheads Stropharia semiglobata, a common 
species on a wide range of animal dung.

Willow Warblers were singing in the car park when we arrived and were heard 
throughout the walk.  Wren, Curlew, Cuckoo and Raven called and Swifts were seen 
hurtling about.  Stonechats were the most noticeable species with their ‘chip, chip’ 
calls and the spectacular males perched high in the rowans.  Some members also 
spotted a grouse with a single chick in thick cover.

Saw-fly caterpillars were shaken from the oaks and Tortrix moths from gorse bushes; 
a Scorpion Fly was photographed by Joan and millipedes were common amongst the 
stone pile where we lunched. 

 There was a fascinating mix of flora and fauna on our walk.  Many thanks to Jennifer
for planning our route and providing us with such interesting information about the 
many species we saw.

Mary  Broomfield



Orthoptera 

Linda’s work with the bat detector was very useful in showing the season and 
distribution of the bush cricket, the Short-winged Conehead Conocephalus dorsalis. 
Her first hearings of the adult males were on 15 July on the R Keer estuary and she 
continued to hear them there until 20 October, even after the first of the autumn frosts.
Peak numbers were probably around the time of the NLN visit on August 25, when 
we were easily able to see males and females, even several at a time, and the male 
stridulations were overwhelming. Linda and Ros tracked the species down as far as 
Bolton-le-Sands  that day. 

Linda was the first to detect the Conehead on the Wyre estuary on our NLN visit there
on August 12, and tracked them from Arm Hill as far as the golf course at Knott End. 
Barry Bridgen, from Poulton-le-Fylde, found one male on the west side of the Wyre 
estuary at Stanah on July 31. Further south Steve Palmer swept several nymphs off 
the saltmarsh at Warton Bank on the Ribble estuary on June 21.

With the aid of a bat detector, John and Betty Holding confirmed their presence on the
Middleton Sands area, with one heard near Potts Corner on August 15th and good 
numbers south of Sambo’s grave on October 2nd but neither Linda nor I were able to 
find any evidence of them on either side of the Lune estuary, in spite of suitable 
habitat and even on suitable days. 

The Humphrey Head colony is flourishing, with around a hundred estimated by David
Benham in early September, in spite of much disturbance to the saltmarsh by cocklers 
this autumn. In July the Conehead was found further north at Plumpton, east of 
Ulverston, by Wendy Nelson and then in August on the Duddon estuary at Askam Pier
and south of Sandscale Haws by Peter Burton.

So the map of Conehead distribution in north-west England is filling in and extending 
nicely. We also know of places where it has not been found and it will be interesting 
to see if they are colonised in the future.

Jennifer Newton
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Lancaster – Morecambe Cycle/Pedestrian Way    22nd June

Our starting point was a supermarket car park packed with shoppers, in contrast to our
venue for the evening - effectively a green corridor where nature has had the 
opportunity to thrive amid urban surroundings.   This former railway line has become 
part of the modern scene, having been put to a new use to facilitate green travel and 
other forms of recreation.  I thought this location had interesting characteristics and, 
bearing this in mind, all that I discovered or was shown by others was all the more 
exciting and special.

A profusion of invertebrates, ferns, grasses and other flowering plants soon became 
apparent on the verges and embankment.  Whilst trying to avoid passing cyclists, I 
turned to see a Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidarius alight on the blue brush-
flowers of Black Knapweed Centaurea nigra.  There was colour and movement 
everywhere.  Someone found a Two-spot Ladybird Adalia bipunctata on Tansy 
Tanacetum vulgare, a vivid red on yellow.  A Figwort Weevil Cionus hortulanus was 
easily visible on the olive-green leaves of Common Figwort Scrophularia nodosa; it 
was brooch-like with its silver elytra punctuated by two black spots.  Through an eye-
glass I was able to observe a Cream-spot Ladybird Calvia 14-punctata, which had 
cream spots on brick-red elytra.  Excitement erupted behind a camera lens as its 
owner ‘bagged a shot’ of a Six-spot Burnet Moth Zygaena filipendulae.  It had scarlet-
red spots on translucent black wings.  On the embankment, beneath the roar of 
moving traffic, flowering plants of note were Field Scabious Knautia arvensis, 
Greater Knapweed Centaurea scabiosa and Musk Mallow Malva moschata.  The 
tufted Tall Fescue Festuca arundinacea dominated a piece of rough grassland 
between the pedestrian way and a housing estate.  Also present amongst the lower 
herbage was one of my favourite grasses, Golden Oat-grass Trisetum flavescens.  Of 
course, I was looking for ferns.  I saw three common species, Male fern Dryopteris 
filix-mas, Broad Buckler fern Dryopteris dilatata, and Bracken Pteridium aquilinum.  
They were welcome nevertheless, and all part of the bigger picture.

On closer inspection, the visit lived up to my expectations.  With all the reactions and 
interactions I saw within the group, I’m sure everyone had an enjoyable and 
rewarding experience.  Finally, thank you very much, Martin, for arranging the 
meeting and making all this possible.

Roy Copson

 Dragonfly report  

The season went pear-shaped during the latter half of June and July as incessant rain 
and below-average temperatures and sunlight affected several species.   On the plus 
side, there are far more people recording dragonflies these days, helped by the current 
Atlas, and the number of records.  There are, however, many people retaining records 



in notebooks/on digicams and if any of you are reading this, please DO send 2007 and
any subsequent records in to the Atlas.  This can be done either via myself 
pbmarsh@btopenworld.com or to Steve White swhite@lancswt.org.uk

As regards what will hopefully be a more dragonfly-friendly 2008, Andrew 
McCafferty has agreed to publicise the Lancaster and District Birdwatching Society 
Insects page as THE website on which to quickly post your sightings from this area 
before they become a vague memory.  This includes common species in obscure 
locations and all records, please, of: Banded Demoiselle, Emerald Damselfly, Broad-
bodies Chaser, inland 4-spotted Chaser, inland Emperor, Ruddy Darter (beware other 
red darters), Black Darter, Black-tailed Skimmer, Southern Hawker, inland Migrant 
Hawker, Common Hawker (note previous species is much commoner, especially late 
in the season), Brown Hawker away from the Lancaster canal.  Please at least include 
a four-figure grid reference and date.  Thanks.  Direct access to the insect section:  
http://lancasterbirdwatching.org.uk/forum/list.php?8

The main feature of 2007, other than the midsummer weather was the consolidation 
by species which have recently colonised this area and the rather worrying current 
status of one of the “class of 1995”, a remarkably pivotal year for changes in 
dragonfly distribution and observer effort, Ruddy Darter

The damselflies were on the whole poorly recorded in 2007, the exception being 
Aldcliffe and the section of canal between central Lancaster north to Hest Bank.  
Perhaps reflecting water quality, most of the canal reports were of Blue-tailed 
Damselfly.  Large Red Damselfly is not a species we ought to take for granted 
and it has a patchy and unpredictable distribution in NW England with the usual 
coastal lowland records [Heysham/Middleton/Leighton/ Haweswater etc] 
supplemented by unexpected presence on Goodber Common!  It is also an early 
species with records from mid-April.   Emerald Damselfly is another species 
which has a patchy distribution with absence from many waters due to predation 
of the ‘free-swimming’ larvae by fish species.  It is therefore very common at 
lowland fish-free sites such as Middleton, Heysham Landscape strip pond and 
Bankwell but very scarce at nearby Heysham Nature Reserve and most of 
Leighton Moss.   2007 saw a few records from the Aldcliffe area (maximum of 6 
on 9/8).  Banded Demoiselle was again reported in the Aldcliffe area of Lancaster
Canal along with a secondhand report from a known site, the River Keer 
alongside Pine Lake.

http://lancasterbirdwatching.org.uk/forum/list.php?8
mailto:swhite@lancswt.org.uk
mailto:pbmarsh@btopenworld.com


Broad-bodied Chaser is in the process of colonising this area and needs to be looked 
for early in the season, perhaps before male Emperors start to patrol favoured 
ponds.  Records received in 2007 comprise: a well-watched male at Woodwell on
at least 6/6, male at Middleton on 23/6, male at Warton Crag on 18/6 and a 
female at Heysham NR on 6/6.  There were reports from White-tailed Plover 
twitchers of ‘several’ at Leighton Moss in June but there may have been 
confusion with Black-tailed Skimmer.  This species really took off in the 
reasonable early summer weather with an early emergence (from 1/6) and a 
record count of 27 males and 7 females at the original site of colonisation, 
Middleton model boat pond (on 10/6).   There were several Leighton Moss 
records, albeit no large comprehensive counts from the shore pools/Barrow Scout
and plenty of evidence on the surrounding limestones, e.g. up to 5 at Eaves Wood
on 5/6 and ‘plenty’ at Warton Crag LWT reserve on 18/6.   If you are “sitting on” 
any records away from the Leighton Moss/Silverdale/Warton or 
Middleton/Heysham areas, please could we have them.  Four-spotted Chaser 
records are strangely limited to Middleton and area, where there was an 
unremarkable maximum of just 73 on the early date of 17/6, followed by a 
dramatic fall in numbers during the July rains with just ones and twos after 8/7!  
One was seen on Lancaster Canal (481639) on 5/6 but no other records received.

Emperor dragonflies are the Odonata equivalent of Peregrines targeting wader roosts 
or indeed breeding Avocets chasing all small wader species off the Allen/EM 
Pools.  Nice to look at, but a nuisance if you want to see number of ‘settled’ other
large early season dragonflies (e.g. Broad-bodied Chaser) or indeed obtain proper
views of vagrant Lesser Emperor, which was unfortunately the case at Middleton 
in 2006.  Later in the season, as they become more geriatric, they seem to start 
losing battles with Brown Hawker and become tolerant of gangs of Migrant 
Hawker.  Emperor made an early start in 2007 with the first Heysham record on 
20/5.   Numbers were unremarkable with maximum for any site being a pre-
monsoon count of 17 males and 5 females at Middleton during 10-17/6.  Late 
records, including 2 at Middleton on 12/9, surely reflected the staggered 
emergence during the disruptive summer.

Brown Hawker also produced at least one early record (26/6) and was extremely 
common on Lancaster Canal with as many as 6 ovipositing females on one 
floating log at Newton, Lancaster (3/9).  All records, however, were on or to the 
west of Lancaster Canal, apart from a sighting at Ashley’s Farm, High Tatham in 
August.

Southern Hawker produced a long-overdue first Middleton record on 9/8 and three 
records away from the ‘core’ for this species which is the Silverdale area:  male 
Lawson’s Wood in mid-June, female at Arkholme on 30/8 and one at Lord’s Lot 
on the rather late date of  23/10 (definitely not Migrant).  Common Hawker was 
poorly recorded in 2007 with the weather not conducive to upland sightings.  
Migrant Hawker, on the other hand was very well-recorded with up to 5 along a 
sheltered section of the Thrushgill plantation central track (along with two 
Common Hawker), as well as loads of sightings all over the lowland coastal belt. 
Glimpses of blue & yellow hawkers, therefore, in the upland regions cannot be 
automatically assumed to be Common.   Migrant Hawker was recorded into 
November this year (to 6th) at Middleton and Leighton Moss.  



Black Darter was recorded in small numbers at several upland sites and continued to 
persist in the NE corner of Heysham NR with a maximum of 4 on 5/8.  The most 
unexpected record was a male during a working party at Over Kellet pond on 30/9.
Ruddy Darter continues to give cause for concern, although the count of 6 at 

Heysham NR on 5/8 by a visiting recorder was higher than in recent years.  The 
maximum at Middleton was just 2 males and similarly at Bankwell.  A male was 
at Aldcliffe on 9/8.  Reports were received from Leighton Moss but at least two 
of these were Common Darter photos.  This species needs careful monitoring in 
2008 with an extremely self-critical approach to identification.  Little attempt to 
monitor Common Darter in 2007 as it was obviously not going to be a year of 
record numbers!  Two features worthy of mention:  early emergence producing 
mature males by mid-June and late records with ovipositing pairs still at Leighton
Moss on 6/11.  Distinct lack of inland records with the author to blame for SD66!
Red-veined Darter at Middleton model boat pond appeared to be wiped out by the
weather in early July but, as with 4-spotted Chaser, there was still plenty of 
opportunity during mid-June for ovipositing and the population sustaining into 
2008.  Lack of sightings of females is not unusual as they spend very little time 
over the water.  None was seen in ‘perfect conditions’ on 8/7 or on any 
subsequent dates (previous years have seen the final records in early August).  
One of the males seen on 10/6 was on the new scrape, otherwise all records from 
the model boat pond:

    
Date 4/6 10/6 11/6 17/6 18/6 19/6 20/6 21/6 22/6 26/6 2/7
Male Prob 3 2 3 1 2 3 1 5 3 2
Female 1
Immature 2 2 1

Finally, there have been two reports of Variable Damselfly from visiting naturalists in 
this area.  One of these was from Gaitbarrows in 2007 but no photos or other evidence
exists for either record.  They do occur ‘either side of us’, albeit very locally.

Thanks to the following for VC60 records: Eddy Bayton, Linda Renshaw, Jim Beattie,
David and Jackie Moreton, Reuben Neville, Allan Holmes, Colin Whittle, Steve and 
Carolyn Palmer, Cliff Raby, Jon Stagg, Jean Roberts, Margaret Dempsey, David 
Player, Jennifer Newton, John Mason.

Pete Marsh

January 2008
. 



Eaves Wood, Silverdale  15 July        

                            

We all dutifully arrived at the car-park and there was an omen for a good day as two 
ravens Corvus corax flew overhead. A warning was given by our guide for the day, 
Steve Bradley our mammals recorder, about how prolific the ticks were this year; also
that Eaves Wood is an ancient site with a good variety of trees. The wood was 
acquired by the National Trust in 1949. 

We moved to the entrance and I thought we were not going any further as there was a 
prolonged search for a dandelion-type plant called Rough Hawksbeard Crepis biennis,
a very rare Lancashire plant which has been known here for decades. Eventually we 
moved up the narrow wooded corridor to the main wood, where the trees included 
Small-leaved lime Tilia cordata, Spindle Euonymus europaeus and Wild service tree 
Sorbus torminalis, among many others.

Some of this story will seem more of a list as my memory won't cope with the vast 
number of things we found. Wood dock Rumex sanguineus, Wild Daphne Daphne 
mezereum and a Green Shield Bug nymph Palomena prasina are some that run into a 
blur. Butterflies, Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria and Meadow brown Maniola 
jurtina, a Wolf Spider of the family Lycosidae carrying her young, and many others. 
But the highlight for most of us was a Slow-worm Anguis fragilis, doing what slow-
worms do, right across our path. Then we kept finding the nests of the Red Wood Ant 
Formica rufa. According to Susan Burke in “Forestry and British Timber”, there are 
34 colonies in the wood and Red Wood Ants are getting scarce. Another rarity was a 
grass Calamagrostis epigejos. I looked this up on the internet and some has been 
found above Cheddar Gorge. We then moved along an unusually tall drystone wall. 
This turned out to be the county boundary and was thought to be medieval in origin. 
From the other side came the sound of ravens and no wonder, they nest in 
Middlebarrow quarry just over the wall. Again another rarity, a grass called Mountain 
Melick Melica nutans. As the name suggests, it is more of an upland grass. Then we 
were on limestone pavement and more finds, Wood Sage Teucrium scorodonia, Blue 
moor grass Sesleria caerulea and Bloody Cranesbill Geranium sanguineum. I love 
that name. All this with Northern Brown Argus Aricia artaxerxes flying over. I am 
back to my list again - the jumping spider Evarcha falcata, Slender St Johns Wort 
Hypericum pulchrum, the Fingered Sedge Carex digitata and

 False Wood Brome Brachypodium sylvaticum, a grass that is said to be a first 
coloniser. It has been introduced to North America and is considered a noxious weed 
in Oregon (serves them right for giving us the grey squirrel). 

It is about here in my jottings that I put a note to myself, tape measure to be included 
in my kit. This is for measuring the girth of trees. Apparently the number of inches 
measured at chest height on an uncrowded tree is equivalent to its age in years. 



It was lunchtime and we amused ourselves by discovering how many different sized 
harvestmen we could find. The party then moved toward the summit; en route the 
fungus Boletus luridus and also Dropwort Filipendula vulgaris were found. On the 
summit is an edifice known as the Pepper Pot, which was erected for Queen Victoria's
Golden Jubilee. The view from here takes in a part of Morecambe Bay and the 
surrounding area. It is here we are introduced to our own special tree, the Lancashire 
Whitebeam Sorbus lancastriensis and, to round everything off, an elm tree doing what
an elm tree should be doing, growing!

Tony Ball



Ferns

On a personal level, looking back over the Spring and Summer months I have no new 
sites or rarities to report.  A re-appraisal and a renewed appreciation of the more 
common species, however, have trickled into my consciousness.  There were plenty of
these to see at our field meeting at Thurnham woods at the end of April, including 
Male Fern Dryopteris filix-mas, Broad Buckler Fern D. dilatata and Lady Fern 
Athyrium filix-femina.  There were wet areas within the wood where I looked for 
Narrow Buckler Fern Dryopteris carthusiana and the hybrid Dryopteris x deweveri 
but only Broad Buckler Fern was present.  They looked stunning with their fresh 
green fronds and unfurling crosiers amidst the Bluebells, Wild Garlic and Greater 
Bittercress Cardamine amara.  A walk in the woods in springtime is definitely food 
for the soul.

In Bowland, Jennifer and Eric, who is our BSBI(VC) recorder for Vice County 60, 
surveyed a 1 km square of tetrad 65U containing Bottom Head Fell and Dale Beck 
Quarry.  In the quarry they recorded twelve species of fern, including some rare and 
uncommon species for VC 60.  I had no previous records for three of the twelve.  I’m 
sure that in the remoter parts of our recording area there are many more valuable 
records to be found.

A visit to Smardale in July with the BPS was very interesting and productive.  The 
main focus was a disused quarry containing eighteen species of fern spanning several 
genera.  Quarries seem to be rich sites for ferns.  They grow in spoil on the quarry 
floor and on the vertical and sloping aspects at the perimeter.  The ferns here were all 
the more interesting because of the number and mixture of species present and their 
close proximity to each other, some needing differing and fairly specific requirements 
to thrive.  Hopefully, next summer I will be leading a group field meeting to Smardale
where I shall be pleased to show you more of this fine pteridological display.

Now into the hills, to Dalehead in the Newlands Valley near Keswick to explore Eel 
and Red Crags with their boulder and rock screes, also a fine waterfall and boisterous 
beck with a rich associated flora. The rocky vegetated sides of both had Lady Fern, 
Common Polypody Polypodium vulgare, Male Fern, Lemon-scented Fern Oreopteris 
limbosperma and Hard Fern Blechnum spicant. A luxuriant suite of ferns, adding 
much to this place by constantly moving to and fro in the turbulence created by spray 
and tumbling water.

The scree beneath the crags was equally interesting, home to Oak Fern 
Gymnocarpium dryopteris and Beech Fern Phegopteris connectilis, whose lives may 
have begun in woodland. They now survive in the shady recesses of the rocks, finding
sufficient light, nutrients and shelter in what is now an open exposed landscape where
the elements have full sway. A more extreme form of this habitat was also present on 
a large vertical rock, eight metres high and four metres wide, with a smooth north face
covered in fracture lines. In those fractures was a diminutive Beech Fern forming a 



green tracery over the rock surface. For me a very absorbing and enjoyable day with 
fifteen species of fern to help me along.

To close, thank you to all of you who have submitted records this year and hope to see
you during the next.

Roy Copson



Fish

The River Lune’s salmon run was above average this year.  The volunteers who make 
up the River Lune’s Habitat and Hatchery groups continue to work dedicatedly to 
improve the river.  Let’s hope this year’s better run of salmon is not just a one-off but 
the first of many.  A small number of salmon were seen to have swollen or bleeding 
vents (anal openings).  These fish were found to be infected with the parasitic 
nematode Anisakis simplex but it is thought that this will not affect their spawning 
capabilities.

In contrast, the Lune’s migratory sea trout run has been poor again, as were all the 
West Coast rivers.  East Coast rivers, which usually fare better, have seen a decline in 
sea trout numbers this year too.  This must be a cause for serious concern.

On a brighter note, the River Lune’s coarse fish populations in the lower reaches are 
healthy, with anglers catching and returning quality fish.

Further south a fish pass has been installed on the River Conder to give salmonids 
easier access to the river in low water conditions.

Following last year’s blunder by the Environment Agency, remedial work has been 
carried out on the north bank of the River Keer between Millhead and the A6 road 
bridge.  Wooden fish shelters have been installed in the bankings at suitable locations 
to provide cover for the fish.  Two hundred and fifty trees have been planted and, in 
several places, the steep banks have been reprofiled, creating a gentler slope into the 
river.  Otters and ducks are already using these places for easy access to the water.

The River Keer Regeneration Project finished in February with a final stocking of 
5,000 pre-smolts (sea trout) into the higher reaches.  I noticed a few more brown trout 
in the River Keer this year and was hoping for an increase in sea trout numbers too, as
previously stocked fish should now be returning to spawn. I was very disappointed, 
however, having only succeeded in counting a total of 20 redds (troughs made in the 
gravel where sea trout have deposited eggs) in November and December. The next 
five years may decide the fate of the sea trout locally and nationally.

Linda Renshaw



Lichens 

One of the two most significant events of the year has been my ability, with patient 
assistance from Jennifer Newton, to make my recordings in MapMate. As a recent 
computer user it was not easy but well worth the effort. I can now make distribution 
maps, things which were mysteries before.

When I started my lichen recording, I highlighted two indicator species which I felt 
were particularly important to assess if the improvement in our air quality was being 
reflected in our lichens. The distribution map for Flavioparmelia caperata shows the 
recordings I have made and these are pleasing.

The other lichen was Usnea subfloridana and up till last December things were 
hopeless but looking at the distribution of the records, the identity of the recorder will 
be no surprise. Jennifer again came to my aid but until this month I still had to see one
in the field for myself. I think it was as a reward for attending a Burton Wood working
party that a healthy specimen still attached to a branch was produced. Unfortunately 
the branch had come from a large felled sycamore tree but as it originated high in the 
canopy it would not have been seen but for the demise of the tree. The basic sycamore
bark is definitely good for lichens as is that of the English elm. The loss of many of 
our elm trees was a serious blow to some lichen communities.

I could have chosen some other indicator lichens and another sensitive foliose one 
that I have been recording is Parmotrema chinense.  I would never have thought of 
including the most sensitive of our Ramalina genus, R.fraxinea but again thanks to 
Jennifer a monster specimen was found on Warton Crag. I suspect this is some sort of 
blackmail to attend her working parties!

I have found some excellent sites within the Arnside /Silverdale AONB. I have always
liked Summerhouse Hill above Yealand Conyers so was pleased to find an excellent 
lichen covered limestone erratic in the centre of the meadow. There are other rocks in 
the area but only this one has such a good community.  On Warton Crag, near to the 
Three Brothers, I discovered an Ash grove with all the trees covered in Parmelia 
saxatilis.
 Very recently I found a wonderful site for Squamarina cartilaginea on the south side 
of Warton Crag. This is somewhere I have run past countless times but a more 
leisured approach has revealed an abundant quantity of this lichen. It is probably a 
perfect site for the lichen. The nearby Warton churchyard has been visited and this 
contains a reasonable collection of lichens. Churchyards have been extensively 
searched by lichenologists and are very important sites for seeing saxicolous lichens 
in areas which do not contain natural rocks. Identifying all the crustose lichens present
on a well-covered rock continues to be difficult but slow progress is continuing.

Brian Carlyle  
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Flowering plants 

Most of the records I received this year were from Jennifer Newton. There were a few
from other people, including a late entry from Brian Hugo which nearly missed this 
report. His notable find was of Fen Pondweed Potamogeton coloratus on Loftshaw 
Moss (SD674661) near Bentham. This is a rare plant in our area and hitherto only 
known from near the coast.

Jennifer and Eric Greenwood investigated an interesting site at Botton Head Fell 
(SD6659 and vicinity). Notable finds here include Eleocharis quinqueflora (a spike-
rush), Short-fruited  Willowherb Epilobium obscurum and Oak Fern Gymnocarpium 
dryopteris.

Another good site of Jennifer's is Dock Acres North (SD5173), where orchids grow in
profusion, particularly Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera and those hard-to-separate Marsh 
Orchids Dactylorhiza incarnata, D.purpurella and D.praetermissa.

Just to show that plant-hunting doesn't have to involve great effort, Jennifer also 
found White Ramping Fumitory Fumaria capreolata ssp babingtonii  in her garden at 
Hornby. This is quite a distance from the nearest previous record, not that there are so 
many of them. The rareness of plants of this sort is difficult to assess as they are liable
to pop up somewhere and then disappear after a year or two. They may be in a 
number of non-botanists’ gardens and we would never know.

I have got interested in cotoneasters this year having seen a number in Eaves Wood. I 
haven't come to much in the way of a very definite conclusion, except that the plant in
Eaves Wood usually known as Cotoneaster horizontalis probably isn't; and that there 
are at least six species about our area. I'd be keen to see more specimens: a flowering 
or fruiting shoot, please, with location as precise as you can make it. The bush will 
grow all the more strongly for a bit of light pruning.

Martin Sherlock



Fungi 

2007 was probably the poorest year that we can recall for fungi.  Gait Barrows, where
most years we find notable species - even some new to Britain - did not produce
anything remarkable.   We walked around there on many occasions seeing nothing
other than the odd specimen of common fungi which are always around.  The foray to
Warton Crag in mid-September was also disappointing producing a list of only 14
species, all widespread and frequent.

On a more positive note, our attention was drawn to an interesting, though apparently
common, fungus in Eaves Wood.  It is one of a large group called Corticiaceae, which
form a “skin” on the bark of twigs and branches, and grows so that it sticks together
any which come into contact.  We also found it later in Gait Barrows.  Commonly
known as Hazel Glue, it can be found on other host species such as birch.  

Also in Eaves Wood is a very large Bracket Fungus on a dead beech stump, distinctive
because  it  produces  masses  of  cocoa  coloured  spores  which  cover  both  it  and
everything  around.  This  widespread  fungus  has  generally  been  recorded  by
mycologists as Ganoderma applanatum, but recent observations have shown that it is
very  often  the  macroscopically  identical  and  more  frequent  G.australe,  the  only
identifying feature being spore size.   On checking we found that the Eaves Wood
specimen is indeed G.australe and have amended our records accordingly.  Both are
known as the Artist’s Fungus because drawings can be made on the fresh pore surface
with the point of a knife.

Jack  Scout  produced  a  good  show  of  Waxcaps  in  late  October/early  November
confirming the site as one of national importance for waxcaps.  However, we only
made two additions to our site list – Hygrocybe fornicata and H. mucronella bringing
the total to twenty-two. 

Sheila Weir



A Preliminary list of the Ladybirds and Shieldbugs of Gait Barrows National 
Nature Reserve, with notes on other species.

Gait Barrows NNR contains a wide range of habitats surrounding the extensive 
limestone pavements for which it is justly famous and has an impressive list of flora 
and fauna.

During 2007 the writer was granted permission to visit the reserve to draw up a 
species list of the ladybirds and shieldbugs found there, as part of national and local 
mapping schemes for these insects.  Certain species within these two groups are 
known to be extending their range and are comparatively poorly recorded in this part 
of the country.  It was decided to record all the other species of Coleoptera and 
Heteroptera noted during the survey and a full list is appended to a copy of this report 
lodged with Natural England.

One particular focus of the year’s fieldwork was to try to establish the presence of the 
Scarce Seven-spot Ladybird Coccinella magnifica on the reserve.  In the final report 
of the Cambridge Ladybird Survey, Majerus (1994) stated that the species “is quite 
widely distributed in southern England and occurs more sporadically in the north and 
in Wales and in Scotland.  Where it does occur it is a local species as a result of its 
habit of living close to the nests of Formica ants” and “ because it is so local where it 
does occur, I have little doubt that it is under recorded.”  There are no records for 
north Lancs or south Cumbria in the atlas that was produced by the survey but the 
abundance of Formica nests in parts of Gait Barrows and nearby sites such as Arnside
Knott and Eaves Wood has prompted the writer to spend time searching each of these 
areas for the Ladybird but so far without success.

Six species of shieldbug were recorded during 2007.  Somewhat surprisingly the most
frequent was the Green Shieldbug Palomena prasina.  This species is a comparatively
recent arrival in the north west of the country and seems quite at home on a wide 
range of trees and shrubs.  It surprised me to note very large numbers of nymphs on a 
bed of nettles early in September though I have previously seen a similar population 
on raspberries on the fell above Burton-in-Kendal and it occurs on blackberries in the 
hedge alongside my garden in Borwick.  Palomena over winters as an adult and this 
no doubt accounts for the records from evergreen species such as holly, juniper and 
pine during the winter months.  The Hawthorn Shieldbug Acanthosoma 
haemorrhoidale is regarded as a woodland species and is known to feed on the leaves 
and fruit of many trees, including hawthorn, a situation born out by my experience at 
Gait Barrows. The Birch Shieldbug Elasmostethus interstinctus is another common 
woodland species and it was found on oak as well as birch. The Sloe Bug Dolycoris 
baccarum gets its common name from a reputed habit of feeding on the flowers of 
shrubs such as blackthorn, damson and other Rosaceae but it seems to be far more 
catholic in its taste in the northwest and can be found on all kinds of shrubs and herbs.
I found specimens at Gait Barrows on birch, juniper and ivy and by general sweeping.
A single specimen of the Bronze Shieldbug Troilus luridus was beaten from yew in 
early October.  The early stages of this bug feed on plant material but as it gets older it
preys on the larvae of other insects such as moths and beetles.  It is quite widespread 
in our area but does not seem to occur in large numbers unlike the next species, which
is the Juniper Shieldbug Cyphostethus striatus.  The dramatic way that this species 
has changed from feeding on native juniper onto ornamental garden conifers is well 



documented.  There is a suspicion that it may have clung on in small numbers on the 
junipers that are a feature of the limestone scars and other fells around the head of 
Morecambe Bay but it has increased both in numbers and in range so that today it can 
be found on almost any juniper bush, especially those bearing berries upon which the 
nymphs feed.  In my experience, adults can be found throughout the year by beating 
the food plant.  The junipers growing on the limestone pavement and those by the lake
support thriving populations of the insect.

Eleven species of ladybird were recorded.  Not surprisingly the most frequent was the 
Seven-spot Coccinella 7-punctata, beaten and swept from several locations but never 
in large numbers.  Single specimens of the Eleven-spot Ladybird Coccinella 11-
punctata and the Ten-spot Ladybird Adalia 10-punctata were beaten from yew and 
oak respectively.  Two-spot Ladybirds Adalia 2-punctata were beaten from roses.  The
Orange Ladybird Halyzia 16-guttata is a mildew feeder and is becoming more 
common and widespread in the northern parts of the country. It is generally regarded 
as being most common on sycamore though I have found it to occur in large numbers 
on ash in our limestone woodlands and it often over-winters in evergreens such as 
yew and ivy.  The pines on Gait Barrows support two large species of coccinellid, the 
Striped Ladybird Myzia oblongoguttata and the Eyed Ladybird Anatis ocellata and I 
also came across a single Fourteen-spot ladybird Propylea 14-punctata whilst beating 
pine.  Smaller species include the Kidney-spot Ladybird Chilocorus renipustulatus, 
beaten from willow and Coccidula rufa and Rhizobius litura both swept from the 
vegetation in an area of marsh.

Just under forty other species of beetle were noted, many of them typical common 
species of the woodlands in this part of the county such as the weevils Polydrosus 
cervinus, Strophosomus melanogrammus and Malthodes marginatus.  Rather more 
interesting were the longhorn beetles Pogonocherus hispidus beaten from yew during 
the winter and Strangalia melanura spotted on rose blossom in June.  Cryptocephalus
bipunctatus is a large member of its genus that occurs rather sparingly on birch on 
Gait Barrows and other sites throughout the northwest. Clytra quadrimaculata is 
associated with wood ants and was beaten from a birch tree alongside the Yew Trail in
July. A specimen of the Staphylinid beetle Quedius picipes was found under oak bark 
along with the fungus feeding beetle Orchesia undulata.  Two small weevils of the 
genus Balanobius were taken during this survey: B. salicivorus occurred on willow 
and B. pyrrhoceras on oak.  Another small weevil Rhynchaens (Orchestes) avellanae 
was beaten from hazel whilst I am still awaiting confirmation of another specimen of 
the same genus that has recently been split into two species.

 A specimen of a metallic green chafer beetle Cetonia sp. was beaten from elder 
flowers in mid June. I assumed it to be the Rose Chafer C. aurata that I have seen on 
Whitbarrow Scar and did not examine it too closely. I was also aware that Naylor 
(2001) had reported the presence of the Rose Chafer during a field visit to the reserve 
in July, feeding on privet flowers.  I have subsequently realised that there is a 
possibility that the closely related C. cuprea, a more northern species whose early 
stages are associated with Wood Ants could occur here. It would be useful to try to 
establish if both species are present at Gait Barrows.  Hoplia philanthus is a much 
smaller chafer seemingly thinly distributed in the area and found by beating deciduous
trees. 



Issus muscaeformis is an unusual homopteran bug recorded sparingly from a number 
of woodland sites throughout north Lancashire and south Cumbria and was beaten 
from a yew on the reserve in November. 

Though there are still one or two small beetles whose identity is yet to be confirmed, I
am sure that the lists that I have produced so far are an inadequate reflection of the 
number of species to be found on the reserve.  There are several reasons for this.  
Most of the time spent on the reserve was in the areas where Wood Ant nests are most
common, in the hope of finding the Scarce Seven-spot Ladybird, especially after Neil 
Robinson sent me a photograph of a ladybird that looked remarkably like it from near 
the Yew Trail.  As well as searching by eye, the favoured collecting methods were 
beating and sweeping in the vicinity of the ants’ nests.  The vegetation in these areas 
was often swarming with ants, which probably dissuaded other insects from choosing 
to stay in such close proximity to the nests.  In addition, most of the insects recorded 
are species that you would expect to find on trees and bushes rather than elsewhere.  
2007 was a rather strange year so far as weather was concerned, with a promising 
early start but a rather poor summer.  I would like to spend more time on the reserve 
in the future and am sure that further work would result in a much more representative
species list.

Thanks are due to Bernard Nau and Mike Morris for their help in identifying certain 
species, to Neil Robinson for comments regarding the Wood Ants and to Rob Petley-
Jones of Natural England for permission to visit the reserve.  
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Heysham Nature Reserve and Heysham Moss

This year was the first year we started with three Trust staff members based in North 
Lancashire and working from the Heysham Office, and as such has been an exciting 
year making the most of increased resources in the area. In last year’s newsletter we 
welcomed Steve Sudworth who many of you will remember from working parties and
meetings, and who proved a valuable asset to the Trust. Unfortunately his skills were 
snapped up by the National Trust in Somerset before we could confirm additional 
funding to keep him on over the winter and were sorry to see him leave at the end of 
September. Nicola Estill, the North Lancashire Community Officer, temporarily left 
us in February to go on maternity leave, and Phil Dykes who had previously worked 
on the Heysham Moss project, returned again to lead the community programme until 
Nicola’s return in October. With final confirmation of funding in November for a 
woodland management project, focussing primarily on our Aughton Woods and 
Warton Crag reserves, we recruited Steve Langhorn, who had previously worked in 
the Lancaster area delivering land management and community work in various 
capacities, and has been working on both this particular project as well as helping out 
at other sites.

The regular group of recorders have as usual put in a tireless effort to provide a 
comprehensive coverage of records for the reserve, with the emphasis on bird ringing 
and migration studies, the results of which are given extensive coverage in the annual 
observatory report. However this report wouldn’t be complete without a mention of 
this year’s bird highlight at the reserve. The most exciting records are always those 
that are unexpected, and this was certainly that. Choughs breed in Wales as well as the
Isle of Man but do not often travel far from their breeding grounds. First seen on the 
non-operational land on 18th September, this bird stayed several days. By looking at 
the colour rings we were able to ascertain that it was a young bird from North Wales 
and the furthest recorded movement for that species. It was certainly a reminder that 
you should always keep your eyes and ears open wherever or whatever you are doing!

Recording of insects always has good coverage at Heysham, with regular butterfly 
transects, moth trapping and dragonfly recording. Although the weather was often less
than ideal for both butterflies and dragonflies this year, there were still some good 
sightings. One promising sign this year was the number of Ruddy Darter sightings, a 
species that has been barely recorded here for the last few years and hopefully a sign 
of a still viable breeding population. While butterfly numbers were generally down on
last year and Wall seemingly absent from the site, records of Gatekeeper reached an 
all time high with a peak count of twelve individuals.

Moth trapping continued on a daily basis and, as always, added new species records to
the reserve list as well as additional records of less common species. The group of 
footman species seem to be gradually increasing with the third site record for Dingy 
Footman and the second for Buff Footman at the beginning of August. Lesser 
Swallow Prominent whose larvae feed on birch is rare at Heysham but a fine example 
was seen in August along with another birch feeder, Scalloped Hook-tip, which was a 
new site record and only the fifth record for the north Lancashire area, and possibly 
my moth highlight of the year.



Small mammal recording, which has received less coverage in recent years, was 
revived this year with Steve Sudworth’s enthusiasm, as he carried out some extensive 
trapping work during the summer. Covering the majority of different habitats, species 
were however restricted to Bank Vole, Wood Mouse and Common Shrew.

Management work continued along the usual lines with no new projects this year, 
although particular effort was put into the removal of willows from the reedbed area 
and scrub clearance work to extend the areas of flower-rich wet fen communities 
around the periphery of the marsh area. This was achieved with the support of a 
slowly growing group of new volunteers and the regular support of ‘old hands’.

Although, disappointingly, the refurbishment of the field centre was not completed 
this year, we were able to keep up a varied programme of community and educational 
activities thanks to the efforts of Phil and Nicola. These included a series of working 
and educational visits with Central Lancaster High School, themed walks, activities 
for local youth groups and pond dipping sessions.   

It is always disheartening to start the spring with bad news and a spate of fires started 
deliberately at Heysham Moss in the early spring over a period of several weeks 
certainly came as rather a ‘blow’ given all the work put into the site in the last couple 
of years. With no less than seven call-outs to the fire brigade, both the Trust and Fire 
service felt some sort of action was necessary. The result was a series of sessions in 
local schools to promote awareness of the dangers of fire to both people and the 
environment, with particular reference to the fragile Mossland habitat. Trying to view 
the whole situation in a positive light, the presentations delivered by representatives 
from Morecambe Fire Service, the Police Community Support Officers and Phil 
Dykes from the Trust provided an opportunity to promote and raise interest in the 
reserve locally, with the team visiting all the schools in Heysham. One can only hope 
that this does not become an annual problem as, while much of the vegetation has 
already started to grow back, these tend to be the more ‘heathland’ species, with the 
Sphagnum mosses, a vital part of a healthy bog system, much slower to re-establish.  

The final work for phase two of the restoration project at the Moss was hampered this 
year by poor weather, and the availability of contractors didn’t unfortunately coincide 
with the slightly drier conditions in the late summer. As a result some of the bunding 
work is still outstanding, although we hope to move in to complete the work as soon 
as conditions allow in 2008. However, the initial signs from the work already done 
look promising and the new pool created last year maintained good levels throughout 
the summer and was regularly used by dragonflies during the summer. Although the 
target species of Black Darter was not recorded, we are keeping fingers crossed for 
colonisation in the not too distant future.

The blocking of some of the smaller channels running off the surface of the Moss 
continued during the summer and was helped greatly by several working groups, 
including a corporate working party from Baxter Healthcare and a party from a 
scheme in Lancaster helping people back into work, both of whom readily got ‘stuck 
in’ to the rather muddy task of building peat ‘bunds’ over the sheet piling set across 
the channels. Slowing the rate of water flow through the upper layers of peat, these 
also create seasonal bog pools.



The last two years we have waited anxiously for sounds of Grasshopper Warbler in 
the hope that they might return to breed on the reserve and the record of one singing 
in late April sounded promising. However it didn’t appear to stay around and was not 
heard again. With continued breeding success at the nearby Middleton Wetland 
reserve, hopefully we can learn something about particular habitat preferences with a 
view to creating more similar conditions here. 

Other ongoing management work has focused on the control of Soft Rush within the 
southern meadow to create more suitable wader habitat. This was given a boost this 
year with the purchase of a special flail mower capable of both cutting and collecting 
arisings and, following the return of five Galloway cattle shortly after autumn 
mowing, has made a considerable difference to the height of the sward. While the 
flooded ‘stubble’ has proved popular with wintering snipe, let’s hope the return of 
breeding waders may not be too far off.

While thanks to all those who have helped with recording and management work 
across all the North Lancashire sites may have been left to last, the contribution made 
by the many volunteers this year has been the means by which we can continue to 
achieve so much important work in the area. So thank you to you all and as always it 
has been a pleasure working with you.

Further details about the wildlife of Heysham this year can be found in the Heysham 
Observatory Annual Report, available from the reserve hut or from the Leighton Moss
shop.

Reuben Neville
North Lancashire Reserves Officer

Heysham Office Number: 01524 855030
Mobile: 07979 652138
Email: rneville@lancswt.org.uk  

 R Keer Estuary   August 25 

Unfortunately Saturday afternoon on the Keer Estuary turned out cloudy with a chill 
wind in spite of tantalising glimpses of sunshine on the Cumbria Fells and reports of 
hot sunny weather everywhere else. Luckily the bush-crickets were in good form and 
members (18 in all) arriving at the parking site were met with loud noises emanating 
from Linda’s bat detector. Short-winged Coneheads Conocephalus dorsalis were 
present in huge numbers. Half a dozen females, with their ovipositors like curved 
swords, could be picked out at a glance on the shoots of Sea Clubrush Bolboschoenus 
maritimus, while the males sang away from any patch of rank vegetation!  The books 
say it is never present in large numbers, and stops stridulating as soon as the sun goes 
in. Obviously we have tougher individuals up here.

Bat detectors indicated the presence of the conehead in Sea Rush Juncus maritimus, 
Couch Grass Elytrigia spp. and Cord-grass Spartina, as far as most of the party went, 
to the drumlin at Crag Bank. Linda and her friend Ros carried on very much further, 
and they continued to find the coneheads, though more scattered, all the way to Hest 
Bank. Clearly a very important colony.



Progress of the main party was slowed down by more finds of invertebrates. There 
were several female Clubiona stagnatilis spiders protecting their eggs in carefully 
folded leaves of couch grass. Retreats of the orbweb spider Larinioides cornutus, 
including one huge pregnant female, were conspicuous in the heads of rushes. A 
Yellow Ants’ nest produced several tiny 16-spot Ladybirds Tytthaspis 16-punctata, 
yellow with black spots (though no one managed to count the spots). A large log was 
turned over to reveal 8 Large Black Slugs Arion ater as well as many woodlice, and 3 
Trochosa ruricola wolf spiders. A small patch of shingle supported several Pardosa 
agricola wolf spiders, mostly this year’s brood, but with one female carrying an egg 
sac and one carrying young. The Field Grasshopper Chorthippus brunneus was seen 
here.

There were still plenty of flowers in this expanse of saltmarsh, one of the few patches 
of ungrazed saltmarsh in the area. Parsley Water Dropwort Oenanthe lachenalii, Sea 
Aster Aster tripolium, Sea Arrow-grass Triglochin maritimum, Sea Spurrey 
Spergularia sp. were all in evidence, with plenty of dead flower heads of thrift 
Armeria maritima. We didn’t find the rare moths of sea aster and sea arrow-grass 
found on the Wyre marshes visit, but one moth, Common Rustic or Lesser Rustic 
Mesapamea sp. was passed round for identification. 

At the furthest point of our visit the drumlin supported an interesting limestone 
grassland flora with plenty of Quaking Grass Briza media, Bird’s foot trefoil Lotus 
corniculatus, Rough Hawkbit Leontodon hispidus, as well as Lesser Hawkbit 
Leontodon saxatile, Harebell Campanula rotundifolia and Knapweed Centaurea 
nigra. Fairy Flax Linum catharticum and Knotted Pearlwort Sagina nodosa grew side 
by side for helpful comparison. In the sandy banks were the cobwebs of house 
spiders; unfortunately no adult was caught to determine which Tegenaria species. 
Another cobweb spider in the banks was Coelotes atropos, very common from sea 
level to the tops of mountains in the north but very largely absent from the south of 
England. A long-legged harvestman with bright orange body, Leiobunum rotundum, 
was found.

Few of the group had visited this particular stretch of coastline before. There are 
excellent views of Cote Stones, Warton Crag and across the Bay, in addition to the 
varied flora and fauna, while kitebuggying in the distance added further interest.

Jennifer Newton



Lords Lot Bog.

The Forestry Commission have done a considerable amount of felling and 
have not yet removed all the felled timber.  The areas affected are to the 
east of the bog and alongside the main track into the site from the 
Capernwray road so access has been impossible and is still very restricted. 
The bog itself has not been damaged although one or two insignificant 
saplings have fallen into the very edge of the area.  These can easily be 
removed when it will become safe to do so. 

Andrew Cadman



Mammals 

At the end of another year, the seemingly random sightings which have trickled in 
over the period are again beginning to form patterns, revealing trends in distribution 
and abundance of some of our local mammal species.

Notable this year were the regular sightings of otters at Leighton Moss, with good 
views from Lower Hide on many occasions and two cubs seen by regular observers.  
Otters on the River Lune have also been busy, and two cubs were filmed playing with 
their mother close to a known holt near Halton in May.  Linda Renshaw has found 
evidence of otters all the way up the River Keer as well as on the Winster and the 
Wenning, where other observers have also seen the animals; and there are reports 
from the Bela.  A large dog otter was found dead on the A6 at Crag Bank at the start 
of October, suggesting that these animals are ranging quite widely now and probably 
use the Lancaster Canal as a corridor – look out for spraint on prominent rocks, logs 
and tussocks.

Less welcome were the sightings of Muntjac deer in and around Eaves Wood, 
Silverdale, between January and May 2007.  It could be a single individual (one 
appeared to make itself at home in the garden of a house for a while), but where 
there’s one, others could follow – with potentially severe effects on the ground flora 
of our woods.

There were fewer reports of Polecat this year: perhaps this could be linked with the 
severe outbreaks of myxomatosis in rabbits (their main prey).  The Vincent Wildlife 
Trust project which was collecting data on the distribution of polecats and ferrets has 
now finished, but records are still useful for our local information.  A dead animal on 
the A6 near Bailrigg was a new location for the species.

Alan Draper’s capture at Heysham Nature Reserve of a juvenile Wood Mouse 
weighed down by large ticks was a timely reminder, in what has been a particularly 
bad year for these parasites attaching to humans, that they do not just occur on deer.

Bat work has been complicated a little since August by changes to the Habitats 
Regulations affecting bat roosts in dwelling houses: any disturbance or exclusion now
requires a licence.  A licence is also needed to possess dead bats or to keep bats in 
captivity.  In terms of species records: Jennifer Newton had a particularly close 
encounter with a Whiskered Bat which was flapping about in the road outside her 
house in Hornby during the day; Linda Renshaw used her bat detector to identify a 
Noctule Bat near Capernwray; and Gail Armstrong counted 42 Brown Long-eared 
Bats emerging from a known house roost in Silverdale in June.

Many thanks to all who have submitted mammal records, and apologies if I have not 
had space to mention yours.

Steve Bradley



Microlepidoptera

Despite the generally inclement weather during the main part of the recording season, 
it was pleasing to see a continued increase in the number of micromoth records 
received.  More than 2700 records of 314 species were sent in by 37 recorders in the 
NLN area, a commendable effort.

Thanks to the excellent work by Kevin McCabe of the Lancashire Moth Group, it has 
now been possible to analyse these records in more detail than previously, providing a
breakdown of species new to each 10km square.  In all 101 new 10km records were 
received, coming in two main categories - home light-trapping records and daytime 
visits.  The latter category, predominantly searches for leaf-mines, provided well over 
50 percent of the new records with visits to Heysham NR, Heysham Moss and 
Aughton Woods in October by Kevin McCabe and S. Palmer proving particularly 
productive.  Local species such as the Lime-feeding Stigmella tiliae and Bucculatrix 
thoracella were two of the more exciting finds in Aughton Wood.  Of the home 
trapping sites, Nigel Rogers’ Bay Horse site has been producing an outstanding list of 
species including Biselachista albidella, Bactra lacteana, Crocidosema plebejana and
Grapholita funebrana, all local species in north Lancashire.  

The increasing number of recorders has helped monitor the spread of some of the 
county’s more mobile species.  John Girdley came across Acrolepia autumnitella in 
his garden at its most northern location in Lancashire so far, while another 
Crocidosema plebejana came to an actinic trap in Carnforth (Dorothy Bennett).  The 
Thistle Ermine Myelois circumvoluta continued to consolidate its distribution and was
found in Hornby by Mary Broomfield.  Migrants were particularly poorly represented 
in 2007 after the bumper year in 2006.  John Holding’s Heysham garden produced 
plenty of Diamond-back Moth Plutella xylostella in June and July, which were also 
common at Bay Horse (N Rogers) but records from elsewhere were almost non-
existent.  The latter site also had a few records of Rusty-dot Pearl Udea ferrugalis and
Rush Veneer Nomophila noctuella, but the only other records of these moths were 
from Silverdale (Tony Riden) and Burrow Heights (Barbara Cockburn) respectively.  
Dioryctria abietella, a large grey-white and black streaked micro, is sometimes 
considered to be a partial migrant.  This moth was found in Wray by Gary Jones and 
Ann Shaw and at Challon Hall by Ched George.

Only three species new to VC60 (Lancashire north of the River Ribble) were found in
the NLN area during 2007.  Nigel Rogers found several Plum Fruit Moth Cydia 
funebrana in his Bay Horse garden in June and July, not the most welcome of new 
vice county records!  A visit to Gait Barrows on the 27th July by several members of 
the Lancashire Moth Group, accompanied by Rob Petley-Jones, produced a record of 
Monochroa cytisella.  This small brown gelechiid moth with a pale streak near the 
apex of the wing has surely been over-looked up until now.  The larvae feed on 
Bracken and it can be expected to occur at other sites, such as nearby Warton Crag.
Also spotted at Gait Barrows by Brian Hugo on 5th July was the rowan/whitebeam 
species Argyresthia sorbiella.

National Moth Night (and day) in 2008 will fall on June 7th with the attractive day- 
flying black and white Anania funebris a target species (it is also now on the new 



Biodiversity Action Plan list).  Any sightings both on this day and any other occasions
would be gratefully received.  It is associated with wild Golden-rod which can be 
found on the limestone areas of north Lancashire.

Stephen Palmer



Moths 

In many ways this was a year when everyone piled into the early season mothing on 
the crest of the 2006 wave, but disillusionment set in as the weather became 
increasingly cool and unsettled and the ‘excitement’ of scarce migrants was 
conspicuously absent, i.e. back to normal for this part of the world!   At Heysham 
Nature Reserve ‘constant effort’ trap it became a case of how many species could we 
enter into the “lowest ever numbers” category.  The answer, with respect to 
‘midsummer species’, was ‘the vast majority’.

The 2006 report included a large section on migrants.   The 2007 migrants can be 
quickly dealt with here:  Convolvulus Hawk-moth at Tinker’s Lane, Bay Horse (18/8, 
Nigel Rogers), 2-4 Great Brocade at Tinker’s Lane (23-24/8), White Speck at 
Heysham Road (3/11, Betty & John Holding), also Bedstraw Hawk-moth female at 
Heysham Road (19/7) plus single figures of Rush Veneer, Rusty Dot Pearl and Dark 
Sword Grass.   The exceptions were Silver Y (reasonable numbers) and Humming 
Bird Hawk-moth, although most of the latter records represented successfully 
hibernating individuals in early spring.  

However there were still many interesting facets.  One of these was Brian Hancock’s 
work on pugs and the superb article in the Lancashire Moth Group Newsletter should 
be of great assistance in years to come.   Pug species, previously thought to be scarce 
or absent in this area, featured strongly during 2007.   The two suburban garden traps 
at Torrisholme (Alan Draper) and Heysham Road attracted numerous Freyer’s Pug 
during June.  Other notable pug records included: Dwarf Pug (Heysham Road on 22/5
and Yealand Conyers on 23/5), Bordered Pug (Torrisholme on 4/8),  5 Sloe Pug (Gait 
Barrows on 7/6), 3 Sloe Pug (Warton Crag RSPB on 17/6), Valerian Pug (Yealand 
Conyers on 6/6),  Bleached Pug (Gait Barrows on 27/7), Haworth’s Pug (Gait 
Barrows on 27/7), Ling Pug (Leck Fell on 11/8), Ochreous Pug (Gait Barrows on 
15/5).   If you wish to view this article, it will be available via the Lancashire Moth 
Group website,  www.lancashiremoths.co.uk  and the two 2008 Moth Group 
newsletters issues can be purchased by sending £5 to Steve Palmer, 137 Lightfoot 
Lane, Fulwood, Preston, PR4 0AH or s.palmer@btopenworld.com.

Regional highlights (‘region’ is the northern section of VC60) as follows:  Regular 
trapping at Leighton Moss reconfirmed the usual specialities such as Obscure and 
Silky Wainscots and of note were:  Brown Spot Pinion (singles on 29/9 & 1/10), 
Dingy Footman (3/8), Great Prominent and Barred Tooth-striped (13/4) and best of 
all, a Blossom Underwing (7/4).  This enigmatic species was last recorded as a 
singleton at High Tatham (SD66) in 2006 and occurs at really low density where there
are ancient oak trees.

The Row trap (Silverdale, Robin Griffiths) produced 8 Barred Tooth-striped during 
April and a single Mullein (5/5).  The other Silverdale trap at Rock Villa (Tony Riden)
produced Tissue (29/3) and an out of habitat Southern Wainscot (6/8).  Nearby, at 
Jenny Brown’s Point, 8 Pretty Chalk Carpet were recorded at this well known 
Traveller’s Joy-infused site  

The Yealand Redmayne trap produced one of the National Moth Night highlights in 
the form of Blomer’s Rivulet (11/8) with other highlights including Barred Tooth-
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striped (21/4) and Great Prominent (21/4).   Yealand Conyers (Brian Hancock) has 
already been mentioned and further highlights included out of habitat Obscure 
Wainscot (11/6) and Heath Rustic (22/9), Barred Carpet (11/7) and Tissue (21/9) 
    
Remaining in SD47, Gait Barrows records were highlighted by a minor trespass just 
off the road on 15/4 which produced the first Scarce Prominent for VC60 since 2004 
and a record total of 19 Barred Tooth-striped (Gary Jones and Ann Shaw).  Other 
records included Barred Carpet (2 on 27/7), Suspected (27/7) and Great Prominent 
(15/5).  Warton Crag records saw two individual sightings of Cistus Forester at its 
only known site (21/5 & 5/6), Annulet (2 on 11/7), out of habitat Silky Wainscot (2 on
11/7) and two good NMN records from the Lancs. Wildlife Trust section in the form 
of 6 Striped Twin-spot Carpet and a single Barred Chestnut (11/8). 

SD66 had a very disappointing year, mainly due to the lack of suitable weather for 
open moorland or any other upland trapping.   A Red Carpet was at Lower Greenbank 
(11/8, Thelma and Alan Holland).  Small Brindled Beauty were recorded at Herring 
Head Wood (1/2), Ashley’s Farm (31/1 and 2 on 19/2), Millhouses (3 on 11/3 and 
14/3, Val May), all within the known range of this local species.  Huge numbers of 
common Orthosia species were recorded in the early season at Millhouses and Botton
Mill (Kate and Mick Lewis) and Emperor moth was similarly prolific on the fells.  A 
very unlikely combination at Botton Mill on 10/4 was the recording of a late Dotted 
Border moth whilst an early Pied Flycatcher was singing nearby.   

As previously mentioned, the weather was not kind to moorland trapping.  However, 
careful perusal of the weather map revealed that, in contrast to the washout further 
south and west, we had “about an hour” of perfect pre-warm sector darkness on Leck 
Fell (SD67) on National Moth Night (11/8).  The result:  3 Confused, 4 Pale Eggar 
and single Grey Mountain Moth before the heavens opened and the pub beckoned.  
Next best was a daytime Wood Tiger sighting on Leck (19/7, Terry Whitaker).   

The suburban SD46 traps had a mixed year with the highlights mainly already 
covered in the pug and migrant sections.  Other notable records included:  Dingy 
Footman (Heysham Road on 22/7) and Feathered Gothic (Morecambe West End, John
Girdley, on 8/9).  Other SD46 records included Currant Clearwing at Freehold (Eddy 
Bayton on 25/7).  Do keep an eye open for this species on currant bushes.

A key moth trapping site in the otherwise recently under-recorded SD55 is at Nigel 
Roger’s garden on Tinkers Lane.  Already mentioned in the migrant category, other 
records of interest included Nut-tree Tussock well out of the usual range (4/6), 
similarly Bordered Beauty (31/7) and 6 Barred Hook-tip during August.  

The highlight from two Hornby actinic traps run by Mary Broomfield was a Confused
(3/9).  Dorothy Bennett produced a Mullein larva on buddleia at Carnforth (4/6).  
Other miscellany comprised:   Beautiful Carpet at Lord’s Lot (27/6);  Scalloped 
Hook-tip at Lord’s Lot (11/8, Reuben Neville); Mother Shipton at Whitendale (25/5, 
Barry Dyson) – keep an eye open for this day-flying species on moorland, where it 
appears to be very thinly distributed compared with the relative abundance at coastal 
sites such as Middleton.  A single Manchester Treble Bar was recorded during 
generally awful weather at the Loftshaw Moss site.   Other regular moth trappers 
whose records were perused on the MapMate database included Barbara Cockburn, 



Liz Lyon, Allan Greenwood and Martin Elsworth.   Thanks also to the many observers
who contributed casual, mainly daytime, sightings to the database.  These were, as 
usual, highlighted by the Belted Beauty effort at Sunderland (e.g. Steve and Carolyn 
Palmer, Peter Gilchrist).  The maximum count in 2007 was 107 on 30th March.  
Thanks once again to all the people who have allowed their gardens to be use for 
moth trapping.

What of 2008?  In my opinion, the ‘great under-recorded’ geographically is the 
limestone area around Over Kellet, both from a 10km square record point of view and
the possibility of extending the known range of scarce species such as Barred Tooth-
striped.  Could there be another Cistus Forester or Least Minor colony therein?  On 
the theme of ‘east of the M6 limestone’, the superb trap site provided by Linda and 
Alec Greening at Dalton was somewhat neglected in 2007, but this remains an area 
with the possibility of hidden gems, not least associated elm species to accompany the
large numbers of Clouded Magpie.  Clearwing species represent an under-recorded 
group in this area – the pheromones are easily available……..

Pete Marsh  
  



Over Kellet Pond

It has been an up and down year in the pond.  After a dry late 
winter/early spring the water level was low but a wet summer soon 
reversed the situation. By the time of the working party in September, the 
water level was back to normal.  A successful pond-dipping event, which 
had been well advertised, was held in early August lead by Phil Dykes.  
The weather was fine and a good number of local children attended but 
some also came from as far away as Preston.  Although we did not catch a 
large number and variety of creatures the children enjoyed themselves. 
Thank you, Phil.

  The big surprise on that day was a very tall single specimen of Water 
Figwort Scrophularia auriculata which flowered profusely so we may 
have lots more next year. Earlier the Marsh Marigolds Caltha palustris put
on a spectacular show.  The usual Common Blue Enallagma cyathigerum 
and Blue-tailed Ischnura elegans Damselflies were abundant but later the 
Common Darters Sympetrum striolatum and Southern Hawkers Aeshna 
cyanea were not so numerous.             

  This year’s working party was at the end of September and the weather 
was pleasant. A small team managed to rake up the grass and nettles which
Reuben had cut during the previous week and the usual amount of 
vegetation invading the open water was cleared, mainly by Linda 
Renshaw. Next year’s working party will have to be held in November. 
With luck, the weather will not be too unkind. Other work has been the 
replacement of some of the timbers of the dipping platform. More of this 
still needs to be done.  The display board has received some attention to 
try to waterproof it. 

 Andrew Cadman 



River Lune  22 July 

In spite of rain and dire weather forecast, six intrepid NLN members met up with 
Linda Renshaw on Loyn Bridge to explore the wildlife of the area. But we were 
lucky, after a damp start the sun came out and soon we were all having to shed outer 
layers.

The river was too high to investigate river life near the bridge, so we walked up past 
the continuing gas pipeline works, into the ever-increasing bank of Himalayan Balsam
Impatiens glandulifera. As well as foraging bumblebees there were smaller solitary 
bees sheltering under the helmets of the balsam flowers, with just their golden 
forelocks peering out. 

The next field was a wonderful mosaic of colourful flowers. The steep south-facing 
banks of the numerous hummocks were covered in a mass of flowers, rich red-purple 
of Betony Stachys officinalis, yellow Bird’s-foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus, Cat’s-ear 
Hypochaeris radicata, Red and White Clover Trifolium pratense and T. repens, white 
Burnet Saxifrage Pimpinella saxifraga, Lesser Stitchwort Stellaria graminea and 
Yarrow Achillea millefolium (with some pink varieties) and blue Harebells 
Campanula rotundifolia. There were also several scarlet wax-cap toadstools, later 
identified by John Weir as quite a rare species Hygrocybe intermedia. A good number 
of Meadow Browns Maniola jurtina and a few Small Tortoiseshells Aglais urticae 
were flitting round, while Common Green Grasshoppers Omocestus viridulus were 
frequent, but not ready to stridulate until later on in brighter sun when Linda was able 
to pick them up on her bat detector. Also in evidence were a surprising number of 
large slugs, the grey/orange form of the Great Black Slug Arion ater and the smaller 
and browner slug Arion subfuscus, whose bright yellow slime was demonstrated on a 
paper tissue. 

A bank of harebells further on provided more of the golden forelocked bee, which 
turned out to be a rare bee, Melitta haemorrhoidalis, with a strong dependence on 
harebells. (Linnaeus seems to have had a close personal experience of haemorrhoids, 
because he names anything with a red rear end ‘haemorrho’ in some form.) I have 
found the bee previously nearer to Loyn Bridge when there was a good colony of 
harebells there but the flowers have not done so well there of late and I was afraid the 
bee colony might have disappeared. So I was very pleased to find so many harebells 
on this visit, with plenty of the bees as well.

These flower-rich pastures with wax-cap fungi on unimproved grassland are 
becoming extremely scarce all over the country, so it was very encouraging to find a 
flourishing example here. This year the farmer has put the cattle out very late, only a 
few days before our visit, so the flowers were at their very best, but it is clear that the 
turf is retaining the wonderful variety of species.

Yet another large slug was found under the peeling bark of a fallen log a bit further 
on. This was Limax maximus, an impressively large dark brown slug with a darker 
band along each side of the abdomen and a pronounced ridge towards the tail end. 
There were three specimens sheltering under the bark.



Finally we fought our way through the bank of Himalayan Balsam on to Thrush Gill 
Island and found some exposed shingle extending down into the river. This was a 
good place for a rest and a cup of tea while Linda and Leslie turned stones and, with 
some difficulty, managed to net two Stone Loaches and several minnows and mayflies
for us all to have a look at and photograph in a tray.

Our thanks to Linda for organising an enjoyable and varied event with some good 
sun!

Jennifer Newton



Spiders, Molluscs and Woodlice

The most exciting find of the year for me was on Humphrey Head, a site outside our 
area but visited by NLN group. I have made several visits between May and October 
and found interesting species each time. The southern end of the cliffs is where the 
most unusual plants occur and it was here that I managed to catch a small but very 
active male spider, which I could not at first place. I finally identified it as Agroeca 
cuprea, a ground-dwelling nocturnal Liocranid, previously known only from the 
Lizard in Cornwall, one place on the Devon coast, a few sites on the Kent and Sussex 
coasts,  Breckland in East Anglia and St Cyrus on the coast north of Dundee. This is 
the first record from the west coast of Britain and only the third record nationally 
since 1980. Amazingly the Spiked Speedwell Veronica spicata is a rare plant also 
known from Breckland and Humphrey Head and a few other open limestone sites 
(sometimes given as a separate subspecies from Breckland). The suggestion for the 
speedwell is that it was much more widespread at the end of the Ice Age across open 
habitats and it declined as trees spread across, until it survived only in places which 
were never wooded. Perhaps this spider is also a poor disperser requiring open 
conditions. 

I managed to add one new species to the VC60 list in 2007, a tiny money spider, 
Meioneta beata, found in August quite high up in the Bowland Fells in an ancient 
quarry in Dale Beck. Surprisingly this spider is much commoner in the south, where it
is even found in gardens, so why it should first appear here high in the fells is unclear.
My only other record is from the Drigg dunes in Cumbria. Other uncommon species I 
found in Dale Beck included the Lesser Cobweb Spider Hahnia nava and the Ground 
Spider Haplodrassus signifer.

Philodromus praedatus is an uncommon running crab spider which appeared on  
Linda Renshaw’s hat when she was walking on Heald Brow, the first record for the 
Arnside/Silverdale AONB. It is a spider normally found on oak trees, both in 
woodland and isolated hedgerow trees. Another new record for it this year was from 
under oak trees by the Lune east of Halton. There are a few earlier records from 
Roeburndale. It is not easy to separate from the other running crab spiders and may 
turn out to be more widespread than we think. 

Linda found the small jumping spider of house roofs and walls, Pseudeuophrys 
lanigera, on her house in Millhead, and also on her son’s house in Horwich. I have 
found it twice around my house and there are a few records from Lancaster and 
Caton. A closely related jumping spider, Pseudeophrys erratica, very much a northern
spider, was present in good numbers under rocks of the quarry spoil on Clougha, our 
lunch spot on the NLN outing. A visit by Linda to the cave at Millhead produced 
some spiders of damp places including Labulla thoraciaca and Metellina merianae.

There are two very common wolf spiders, Pardosa amentata, very common in 
gardens and damp places, and P. pullata which seems to prefer wilder, less enriched 
habitats. Of the more local wolf spiders I was pleased to confirm P. montana in very 
short turf on Carnforth Ironworks, while P. agricola, a shingle inhabiter, was present 
on the bare rubble there. We had P. agricola on the shingle of the Keer estuary outing,
and P. montana on the sands of Walney Island.  P. palustris was found by the canal 



near Thurnham, and, surprisingly, also in John Holding’s garden in Heysham, entering
his moth trap.

John turned up some other interesting spiders from his house and garden. The tiny 
Oonops in the bath turned out to be O. pulcher, normally found in woodland, and not 
the much more usual species inside houses, O. domestica.  Clubiona neglecta from 
the garden is a local species which is more common along the coast than inland. 
Theridion melanurum is a comb-footed spider of houses, which is probably under-
recorded.

Brian Hugo has been collecting moths more than spiders this year but managed to find
a new species for Beacon Fell, Cryphoeca silvicola, a northern spider of woodlands 
and moorland. It seems that slugs and snails have kept him well occupied in the 
garden, from which he removed to a new habitat 15 Great Grey slugs, Limax 
maximus, and a total of 115 Garden Slugs Arion distinctus and Garden Snails Helix 
aspersa. (Note these are all synanthropic species, largely associated with man and 
spread around the country by his activities. True native species are much less 
destructive!)

An interesting new woodlouse has appeared in Lancaster. Colin Barnes, the new 
secretary of the local Butterfly Conservation group, found the pill woodlouse 
Armadillidium depressum in his garden in Lancaster in April. In June Martin Sherlock
found them in his garden near St Martin’s College and has come across them in other 
gardens in Lancaster. The atlas produced in 1985 shows the species more or less 
confined to the south-west of the country, centred round the Severn estuary, with a 
few records scattered up the southern half of the Welsh coast. The bulk of the records 
are from gardens, waste ground and buildings. There is one, more recent, record from 
Buckden in Yorkshire. The Lancaster records are just in time for a new national Atlas 
in the process of publication.

I was pleased to re-find good numbers of the tiny white ant woodlouse Platyarthrus 
hoffmannseggi in ants’ nests on Carnforth Ironworks. The Rosy Woodlouse 
Androniscus dentiger was also present there.

Many thanks to all who have supplied records or specimens. They are always much 
appreciated and I look forward to a good supply in 2008

Jennifer Newton



On completing a distribution of NLNG programme cards

I have made the drop!

The NLN parish, as it were, turned out to be quite extensive stretching from nearly 
Harrisend Fell to Cockerham Marsh.  The delivery exercise also revealed the strange 
nature of rural address systems - as if I didn’t know already - and gave a lot of fun.  
Some roads, streets and lanes have no signs; some houses, farms and cottages have no
names and no numbers.  I spent quite a lot of time asking neighbours and passersby 
for help. Sometimes there is a 13B entirely hidden from the street, down the side of a 
13; sometimes there is a consensus that a main through road is Scotland Rd, not  
Salford Rd, and only the nearest publican stood out for Salford - I followed his 
instruction. But I most enjoyed tracking down Mr Swindlehurst at Ward Cottage, 
Ellel.

When I decided by a process of enquiry and elimination that I had Ward Cottage, I 
knocked at the door.

Are you Mr Swindlehurst?  

No.  

So this is not Ward Cottage?  

No.  

So where is it, I am trying to deliver ...?  

Just go round the back, it is the other side of this house.  

But I didn't see an entrance there.  

There is no house name but there is a very small way in through the hedge, but there 
isn't a letterbox. 

So how do they get their mail? 

It always comes through me.

Better let me do this regularly now that I have cracked the hard ones!

Barbara Cockburn

August 2007



Thurnham Woods and Canal    29 April 

On a beautiful Spring morning of clear blue sky, more than twenty of us met by the 
Catholic church near Thurnham Hall, just south of Glasson. Cis Brook, who lives 
nearby, led us into the woods near to the church. At the end of a remarkably dry and 
warm April the trees were as far into leaf as is normally the case in May, and looking 
lovely. The trees here are of a range of sizes, and sufficiently open to give an edge-of-
woodland habitat in which we could hear the songs of Chiffchaff, Nuthatch, Blackcap 
and Garden Warbler. The ground flora included Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, 
Red Campion Silene dioica and Scaly Male Fern Dryopteris affinis. Dark metallic 
green Dock Beetles Gastrophysa viridula were munching plenty of holes in the docks.
A very striking true bug, black with four large red spots, was spotted in the vegetation.
It proved to be Cercopis vulnerata, rarely seen this far north but probably moving 
north with climate change. Other finds included a Holly Blue butterfly Celastrina 
argiolus and a 14-spot ladybird Propylea 14-punctata.

As we moved deeper into the wood other ferns were found: the Male Fern Dryopteris 
filix-mas and the Broad Buckler Fern Dryopteris dilatata. A large and very fine tree 
caused some discussion but we eventually agreed it was a Sweet Chestnut Castanea 
sativa. A little farther in we found several Hornbeams Carpinus betulus, unusual this 
far north but probably planted by the former owners of the Thurnham estate. We 
found a deep red beetle, identified as a Cardinal Beetle Pyrochroa serraticornis. 
There was Greater Stitchwort Stellaria holostea and Wood Speedwell Veronica 
montana.

The path had been descending through the wood and at this stage we had reached 
damp ground near to a stream along the bottom edge of the wood. There was Wood 
Sorrel Oxalis acetosella, Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa, Lesser Celandine 
Ranunculus ficaria, Golden Saxifrage Chrysosplenium oppositifolium and Townhall 
Clock or Moschatel Adoxa moschatellina. A common frog Rana temporaria did its 
best to evade our photographer as it leapt towards the stream. There were several fine 
lime trees, thought to be the hybrid of Small and Large-leaved Lime Tilia x europaea. 
There was a Redcurrant Ribes rubrum bush, Wood Avens Geum urbanum and 
Common Dog Violet Viola riviniana, and in the ditch of the stream Greater Bitter 
Cress Cardamine amara. There was also Snowberry Symphoricarpos rivularis and 
Woodruff Galium odoratum, Hedge Woundwort Stachys sylvatica, Wood Sedge 
Carex sylvatica and Dog’s Mercury Mercurialis perennis.

We came to a large pond with splendidly boggy edges supporting a variety of wet 
habitats. There was Great Hairy Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, Primrose Primula 
vulgaris, Cuckoo Pint Arum maculatum, Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens, 
Goosegrass Galium aparine, the highly poisonous Hemlock Water Dropwort 
Oenanthe crocata, Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara, Enchanter’s-nightshade Circaea 
lutetiana, Bog Stitchwort Stellaria uliginosa, and Ramsons  Allium ursinum.  As we 
climbed back towards the church, on rather drier ground, there was Monkshood 
Aconitum napellum and a puzzling tree which we eventually agreed was a Beech 
Fagus sylvatica in spite of the trunk having unusually rough bark. Cis found a large 
Ground Beetle Abax parallelopipedus, and a Turnip Flea Beetle Phyllotreta nemorum.



Passing our parked cars by the church, we climbed a stile into fields leading towards 
the canal, which Cis had wisely selected as a suitable place for lunch. In these fields 
were Lady’s Smock Cardamine pratensis. By the canal were Crosswort Cruciata 
laevipes and Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvestris. The lock gates on the canal provided 
excellent seating for lunch, and there was sufficient shelter from the cool east wind 
that we became hot in the bright sunshine. Orange Tip butterflies Anthocharis 
cardamines and a Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria flew around. Our spider expert 
found a fine spider on the lock gates, Lariniodes sclopetarius, this apparently being 
the usual habitat for this rare species!

After lunch we wandered slowly along the canal towpath in the direction of Glasson. 
The lock-gate spider was found again in the canalside vegetation, rather to the 
surprise of the expert. There was Hedge Mustard Sisymbrium officinale, Marsh Horse-
tail Equisetum palustre and Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria. In a ditch near the 
canal was Watercress Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum, and in a field by the canal was 
Germander Speedwell Veronica chamaedrys.

We crossed a bridge over the canal, the second of these magnificent masonry bridges 
we had experienced on this walk, and followed a footpath across fields towards 
Thurnham Hall. There was Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea by a hawthorn hedge 
and by the roadside as we returned to the cars there was Comfrey Symphytum 
officinale and Wood Avens Geum urbanum.

This was a splendidly varied walk for which we all thanked Cis. The woodland part 
was excellent for birds and plants, for variety of habitat, and the canal part was 
comfortable for lunch and interesting for spiders, butterflies and waterside plants.

David Newton



Walney Island  10 June 

At Walney Island, near Barrow-in-Furness, Sunday 10 June was warm and sunny with
hardly any wind. Ten of us had the pleasure of being led from the visitor centre of the 
nature reserve by the warden, Mike Douglas. He provided each of us with a stick to be
held above the head to deter the dive-bombing gulls as we walked through their 
nesting sites. Within minutes we found how necessary this was. We survived the 
onslaught and had excellent very close views of the eggs and chicks of Herring Gull 
and Lesser Black-Backed Gull. We were close enough to several adult birds on the 
ground to see the yellow eye ring of the Herring Gull, and the red eye ring of the 
Lesser Black-Backed Gull. Mike told us that the chicks respond to this in begging for 
food. On Walney at present the ratio of nesting birds of these two species is 5 Lesser 
Black-Backed to 1 Herring. This has changed from approximate equality a decade 
ago. The closure of a municipal rubbish tip on Walney is believed to have deprived 
the Herring Gulls of food to a greater extent than the Lesser Black-Backed.

As we ambled towards the lighthouse near the southern tip of Walney Island, we 
found Hound’s-tongue Cynoglossum officinale and many tall spikes of the vivid blue 
Viper’s Bugloss Echium vulgare as well as fine flowers of Common Mallow Malva 
sylvestris. There was a Yellow Shell moth Camptogramma bilineata and several 6-
spot Burnet moths Zygaena filipendulae and also a few caterpillars and pupae of the 
burnet moth. Another caterpillar was identified as that of a sawfly. On the Marram 
grass Ammophila arenaria an impressively large female Larinioides cornutus spider 
was caught and passed round in a pot. We were told later that while we were 
examining these ground creatures there was a red kite above us, but none of us saw it.

There were 26 Eider chicks with 5 female adult Eiders just at the bottom of the 
shingle beach while we were at the top, only about 30 yards away. Two of our 
members had brought powerful telescopes on large tripods and were generous in 
letting each of us enjoy the wonderful views of these Eider. Mike Douglas told us that
Eiders operate a crèche system. Some of the 5 females might not even be mother to 
any of these chicks, but so strong is the mothering instinct that they protect the chicks 
irrespective of parental origin.

On one of the inland (manmade) lagoons a raft of wood has been provided, and we 
could clearly see a sitting Black-Headed Gull. It left the nest briefly to ward off an 
approaching Eider with chicks, then quickly returned to sitting. Mike told us that for 
about 7 years there have been no nesting Black-Headed Gulls on Walney Island, so 
their return is welcome news.

The shade inside a newly erected hide was very welcome for lunch. At this point Mike
left us to return to his duties at the Reserve visitor centre. After lunch we continued 
towards the lighthouse and were soon puzzled by several geese with white heads and 
white down the back of the neck. None of us had ever seen anything similar and such 
books as we had with us were of no help. We learnt later that they were Emperor 
Geese, which are native to Alaska. Some had been imported a few years ago and kept 
near Piel Castle, just across the water. They now seem to have escaped and are 
establishing on Walney.



From near the lighthouse a path led to the western shore and another led along that 
shore through the nesting sites of Herring and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. Our sticks 
were needed again as we examined more of the Common Mallow and Scarlet 
Pimpernel Anagallis arvensis and Rest Harrow Ononis repens. Such close views of 
the very handsome gulls is a great experience but the noise and constant dive-
bombing has, as intended, the effect of causing one to keep moving.

By this circular route we came back to the visitor centre and had an opportunity to 
thank Mike Douglas for this splendid field meeting. The weather had been hot but not 
oppressively so, and the timing perfect for seeing the chicks of the Gulls and the 
Eider, and also many flowers at their best. Thanks also to Jennifer for arranging it.

David Newton



Warton Crag 

The butterfly season started well with a beautifully warm April and early sightings of 
Pearl-bordered Fritillaries Boloria euphrosyne and good numbers of Peacocks Inachis
io and Small Tortoiseshells Aglais urticae. But then the weather changed and the year 
turned out to be just about the poorest year ever, second only to 1995 and even worse 
than that year if Speckled Woods Pararge aegeria, which had barely arrived then, are 
discounted. Only Holly Blues Celastrina argiolus had a good year, their best ever, 
with good numbers in both spring and late summer. Even when the days seemed ideal 
for butterflies the numbers were low. But dragonflies did very well, with two new 
species added to the list, Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa and Migrant 
Hawker Aeshna mixta, and good numbers of Black-tailed Skimmers Orthetrum 
cancellatum and abundant Common Darters Sympetrum striolatum. There were often 
more dragonflies than butterflies on West Field, in spite of its distance from open 
water.

Although the summer weather was disappointing we were more fortunate with 
working parties. In the spring we made a major effort to clear trees and scrub from the
north-western end of West Field to open up the good, south-west facing grassy slope. 
Reuben and Steve felled some large sycamores, which the rest of us cut up and burnt. 
To our dismay some of the sycamores were supporting fine lichens high up, not 
visible until the trees had been felled. There were three species of Ramalina, a genus 
which is intolerant of much pollution and rarely recorded by Mike Gosling in the 
1980s and ‘90s. One, Ramalina fraxinea, new to the site, was the size of a small 
cabbage. As far as possible we left the good specimens on the ground in the hope that 
they will be able to pass on spores to other trees. Lichens need good light as well as 
good air and so do best well up in the canopy of exposed trees. Through the summer 
Steve and Reuben did a lot of work with regular volunteers like Leslie Cochrane and 
Tony Ball to cut back bracken in this area and open up rides for the cattle to trample 
through.

On an additional work party in March, Steve and a few volunteers cleared smaller 
areas of regrowth of scrub. We reopened the small clearing at the top of Potts Wood, a
beautiful quiet spot with a good limestone flora, cut back regrowth on the western 
ramparts and cleared the coppiced ride through Strickland Wood. 

On a beautiful day in October three new volunteers joined the regulars to work on top 
of the summit cliffs, cutting up, transporting and burning large sycamores felled 
earlier by Reuben and Nicola. We also cleared the scrub which had regrown since 
clearance by Graham Standring and volunteers in 2002. For a few years after that it 
was excellent for fritillaries and other Nymphalidae, especially the late summer 
butterflies on knapweed, but recently it had become too overgrown and difficult to 
forge a way through. Now the fine view is opened up again and we hope the flowers 
and the butterflies will appreciate the open aspect.

Even December provided a very reasonable day for the final work party of the year. 
We opened the eastern section of ramparts, first cleared in the early 1990s. It had 
become very overgrown but now the rows of boulders are much more apparent. It is 
probably the most convincing stretch of ancient ramparts on the Crag.



The cattle have carried on their grazing and trampling efforts. In the spring Bill 
Grayson experimented with spreading species-rich hay from Silverdale over some 
very dense bracken near Occupation Road. The cattle ate the hay, trampling the 
bracken litter down and seed from the hay into the ground. We hope this will reduce 
the vigour of the bracken and encourage a wider range of species. There are a few 
violets here, essential as the food plant of the fritillary caterpillars.

There have been very disturbing instances of serious damage to fencing, gates and 
walls largely on the LNR and RSPB sections of the Reserve. This seems to be a 
determined effort to disrupt the grazing by cattle. Since grazing is such an important 
part of our efforts to maintain the species-rich grassland for flowers, butterflies and 
other important wildlife, as well as the attractiveness for the general public, we held 
an open meeting in June in the church hall in Warton to demonstrate to the public the 
work we are doing and the reasons for it. Unfortunately it was an appallingly wet day 
and few people were prepared to go on the outing, but there was a fairly reasonable 
turn-out to the hall. We sincerely hope that the vandalism will stop, but depressingly 
there was further damage in the autumn. Please will anyone who sees vandalism 
taking place or evidence of it, report it immediately to the Carnforth police, PC Steve 
Broadbent on 01524 596424, or the AONB offices in Arnside , 01524 761034. If it 
continues there is a real danger that Bill will be unwilling to put his cattle on to the 
Crag.

Jennifer Newton

Wyre Estuary    12 August

We went on a walk very simple to describe, from Knott End car park to Arm Hill, the 
northern end of the Wildlife Trust’s Barnaby’s Sands reserve, and then back again.  
Our leader was Jeremy Steeden, who seems to have an astonishingly comprehensive 
knowledge of natural history and clearly knows the area well.  There were some 
surprises though, for those who hadn’t been there before, one almost at the start where
the seawall was home to a very healthy population of Rock Samphire Crithmum 
maritimum.

At the start we couldn’t follow the shoreline because the tide was too high but this 
was no big disadvantage as, once we were clear of the golf course, we encountered 
some interesting arable weeds like Field Woundwort Stachys arvensis and Black 
Bindweed Fallopia convolvulus.  These are not rare but we don’t often see them 
because we don’t visit the places where they grow.

When we did get back to the estuary, we had the sight of a flock of birds in high-tide 
roost on a grassy bank, mainly Oystercatcher and Sandwich Tern.

Just as we arrived at Arm Hill a shower hit us, luckily the only one of the day.  Some 
of us took the best shelter we could, under a hawthorn Crataegus monogyna.  Arm 
Hill is a drumlin, almost cut off from the rest of the reserve by a tidal creek which 
curls round the side away from the estuary, and is thus almost entirely surrounded by 
an inter-tidal zone.  It was on the ‘back’ side, so to speak, that Jennifer’s bat detector 
picked up the sound of Short-winged Conehead Conocephalus dorsalis in vegetation 



predominantly of Sea Rush Juncus maritimus and Saltmarsh Grass Puccinellia sp. 
They are extraordinarily hard to spot but eventually Leslie caught one.  I think we had
three to photograph.  This bush cricket has not been seen on a LWT reserve before. It 
does now seem that they are common on the Lancashire coast and around Morecambe
Bay wherever there is suitable vegetation (ie. saltmarsh not grazed flat).  Whether 
they have just not been looked for hard enough or have recently moved into the area is
an open question.  Their northern limit must be doubtful as well.

There were a few other interesting finds in this area (SD348467) including a dogfish 
Scyliorhinus canicula egg case, the field grasshopper Chorthippus brunneus, Crow 
Garlic Allium vineale and Strawberry Clover Trifolium fragiferum. The great rarity 
some of us at least had come to see was right at the southern end of Arm Hill where 
Jeremy called a lunch halt.  This was a kind of rock sea-lavender called Limonium 
britannicum ssp. celticum.  It was growing on an old crumbling sea wall.  Formerly it 
grew on the drier mud and shingle areas of both the Wyre and Lune estuaries, lost (it 
is believed, ironically) through the building of sea defences.  Picking it out among the 
Common Sea-lavender Limonium vulgare was quite easy as it is only half the size, 
although differentiating it exactly is more difficult and separating it from all the other 
sea-lavenders takes an expert.  Heading back north, we passed a smaller colony about 
half a mile to the north, growing on the same sea wall.  These two sites are now 
believed to hold the entire Lancashire population.  It may be remarked that the area 
has three species of sea-lavender as the Lax-flowered Limonium humile was also seen 
but only on the muddy saltmarsh. 

As the tide was now out, the return journey was along the foreshore.  Here some of 
the party spent time telling the sea spurreys Spergularia marina and S. media apart. 
Also seen were the sedges Carex distans and C. extensa.

Jeremy made three remarkable finds of insects.  I think he must have found the beetle 
earlier because he knew exactly what it was.  The Weevil Beetle Pseudoplemonas 
(=Apion) limoni is a tiny beetle but very distinctive in its rich purple colour, just like 
the sea-lavenders on which it feeds.  The key to these weevils by M.G.Morris, which 
came out in 1990, states “from Dorset and Isle of Wight eastwards round the coast to 
W.Norfolk.  Not in northern or western England, Wales, Scotland or Ireland.”  
Gynnidimorpha (=Phalonida) vectisana is a tiny tortrix micromoth which is very 
variable in patterning, with Sea or Marsh Arrow-grass Triglochin spp. as the larval 
food plant. It was the first record for Lancashire since the 1800’s when it was 
recorded from Marton Mere.  Eucosma tripoliana was another tortrix micromoth, 
with Sea Aster Aster tripolium as the larval food plant. This is the fourth record for 
VC60, two from Fylde and one from Oxcliffe Marsh. Spiders included Trochosa 
ruricola, a wolf spider with a conspicuous white egg sac hiding under a stone.  
Pardosa purbeckensis was the main wolf spider running over the saltmarsh and wet 
rocks.

A successful day in spite of lunchtime rain.



Martin Sherlock



Recorders 2007

Herbaceous plants, Martin Sherlock 22 Cumberland View, Lancaster, LA1 4AB

Shrubs, Trees              01524 66131               
martin@phytophile.me.uk

Ferns, Clubmosses Roy Copson 18 Westham Street, Lancaster, LA1 3AU

01524 847868          
denisecopson@hotmail.com

Seaweeds, Algae, Roy Merritt 20 St Johns Grove, Heysham, LA3 1ET

Hoverflies 01524 411193     
roy@merrittroy.wanadoo.co.uk

Mammals (inc. Bats) Steve Bradley              6 Exeter Avenue, Lancaster, LA1 4AL

01524 33056             
bradfamily@btinternet.com

Amphibians, Reptiles  Mike Moon 27 The Row, Silverdale, LA5 0UG

01524 701163                     
mikejmoon@aol.com

Fish Linda Renshaw 22Grange View, Millhead, Carnforth, LA5 
9HL

01524 733036

Birds Pete Crooks              15 Leighton Drive, Lancaster, LA1 5UQ

             01524 381100 
peter@crooks6211.freeserve.co.uk

Butterflies Laura Sivell 1 Burrow Heights Farm Cottages,

Scotforth, Lancaster, LA2 0PQ

01524 752247                      
laurasivell@beeb.net

Moths, Dragonflies Peter Marsh Leck View Cottage, Ashley’s Farm,
Higher Tatham, LA2 8PH

01524 264944          
pbmarsh@btopenworld.com

Bees, Wasps, Ants Neil Robinson 3 Abbey Drive, Natland, Kendal LA9 7QN

01539 561078            
neil@abbeydrive.plus.com

Spiders, Woodlice, Jennifer Newton 94 Main Street, Hornby, LA2 8JY

Snails, Grasshoppers 01524 221569        
jennifer@hollyh.demon.co.uk
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Fungi John&Sheila Weir 13 Parkside Drive, Arnside, LA5 0BU

01524 762210         
sheila@arnside.eclipse.co.uk

Beetles, Bugs, Jim Thomas Bridge House, Borwick, LA6 1JU

Ladybirds 01524  730480
jim.thomas1@tesco.net

Lichens Brian Carlyle 175 West End Road, Morecambe, LA4 4EH

01524  415906
williambriancarlyle@hotmail.com

Please send in your observations and help build up a detailed knowledge of what lives where 
in this area so that we can:-

1. Conserve particularly interesting sites.
2. Monitor changes in numbers and distribution of species.
3. Add to National recording schemes (your flower/earwig may provide a new dot on a 

national map).

Please try to include these details:

Recorder’s name, species, grid reference (ideally 2 letters and 6 figures e.g. 
SD486605) with place name (e.g. Lancaster), date.

The A4 NLNG recording sheet is specially designed for this purpose.  Copies from Jennifer 
Newton or Mike Moon.

Remember that any observation may be valuable, not just the rare and unusual.
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	CONSERVATION AND PLANNING 2007
	The damselflies were on the whole poorly recorded in 2007, the exception being Aldcliffe and the section of canal between central Lancaster north to Hest Bank. Perhaps reflecting water quality, most of the canal reports were of Blue-tailed Damselfly. Large Red Damselfly is not a species we ought to take for granted and it has a patchy and unpredictable distribution in NW England with the usual coastal lowland records [Heysham/Middleton/Leighton/ Haweswater etc] supplemented by unexpected presence on Goodber Common! It is also an early species with records from mid-April. Emerald Damselfly is another species which has a patchy distribution with absence from many waters due to predation of the ‘free-swimming’ larvae by fish species. It is therefore very common at lowland fish-free sites such as Middleton, Heysham Landscape strip pond and Bankwell but very scarce at nearby Heysham Nature Reserve and most of Leighton Moss. 2007 saw a few records from the Aldcliffe area (maximum of 6 on 9/8). Banded Demoiselle was again reported in the Aldcliffe area of Lancaster Canal along with a secondhand report from a known site, the River Keer alongside Pine Lake.
	Broad-bodied Chaser is in the process of colonising this area and needs to be looked for early in the season, perhaps before male Emperors start to patrol favoured ponds. Records received in 2007 comprise: a well-watched male at Woodwell on at least 6/6, male at Middleton on 23/6, male at Warton Crag on 18/6 and a female at Heysham NR on 6/6. There were reports from White-tailed Plover twitchers of ‘several’ at Leighton Moss in June but there may have been confusion with Black-tailed Skimmer. This species really took off in the reasonable early summer weather with an early emergence (from 1/6) and a record count of 27 males and 7 females at the original site of colonisation, Middleton model boat pond (on 10/6). There were several Leighton Moss records, albeit no large comprehensive counts from the shore pools/Barrow Scout and plenty of evidence on the surrounding limestones, e.g. up to 5 at Eaves Wood on 5/6 and ‘plenty’ at Warton Crag LWT reserve on 18/6. If you are “sitting on” any records away from the Leighton Moss/Silverdale/Warton or Middleton/Heysham areas, please could we have them. Four-spotted Chaser records are strangely limited to Middleton and area, where there was an unremarkable maximum of just 73 on the early date of 17/6, followed by a dramatic fall in numbers during the July rains with just ones and twos after 8/7! One was seen on Lancaster Canal (481639) on 5/6 but no other records received.
	Emperor dragonflies are the Odonata equivalent of Peregrines targeting wader roosts or indeed breeding Avocets chasing all small wader species off the Allen/EM Pools. Nice to look at, but a nuisance if you want to see number of ‘settled’ other large early season dragonflies (e.g. Broad-bodied Chaser) or indeed obtain proper views of vagrant Lesser Emperor, which was unfortunately the case at Middleton in 2006. Later in the season, as they become more geriatric, they seem to start losing battles with Brown Hawker and become tolerant of gangs of Migrant Hawker. Emperor made an early start in 2007 with the first Heysham record on 20/5. Numbers were unremarkable with maximum for any site being a pre-monsoon count of 17 males and 5 females at Middleton during 10-17/6. Late records, including 2 at Middleton on 12/9, surely reflected the staggered emergence during the disruptive summer.
	Brown Hawker also produced at least one early record (26/6) and was extremely common on Lancaster Canal with as many as 6 ovipositing females on one floating log at Newton, Lancaster (3/9). All records, however, were on or to the west of Lancaster Canal, apart from a sighting at Ashley’s Farm, High Tatham in August.
	Southern Hawker produced a long-overdue first Middleton record on 9/8 and three records away from the ‘core’ for this species which is the Silverdale area: male Lawson’s Wood in mid-June, female at Arkholme on 30/8 and one at Lord’s Lot on the rather late date of 23/10 (definitely not Migrant). Common Hawker was poorly recorded in 2007 with the weather not conducive to upland sightings. Migrant Hawker, on the other hand was very well-recorded with up to 5 along a sheltered section of the Thrushgill plantation central track (along with two Common Hawker), as well as loads of sightings all over the lowland coastal belt. Glimpses of blue & yellow hawkers, therefore, in the upland regions cannot be automatically assumed to be Common. Migrant Hawker was recorded into November this year (to 6th) at Middleton and Leighton Moss.
	Ruddy Darter continues to give cause for concern, although the count of 6 at Heysham NR on 5/8 by a visiting recorder was higher than in recent years. The maximum at Middleton was just 2 males and similarly at Bankwell. A male was at Aldcliffe on 9/8. Reports were received from Leighton Moss but at least two of these were Common Darter photos. This species needs careful monitoring in 2008 with an extremely self-critical approach to identification. Little attempt to monitor Common Darter in 2007 as it was obviously not going to be a year of record numbers! Two features worthy of mention: early emergence producing mature males by mid-June and late records with ovipositing pairs still at Leighton Moss on 6/11. Distinct lack of inland records with the author to blame for SD66! Red-veined Darter at Middleton model boat pond appeared to be wiped out by the weather in early July but, as with 4-spotted Chaser, there was still plenty of opportunity during mid-June for ovipositing and the population sustaining into 2008. Lack of sightings of females is not unusual as they spend very little time over the water. None was seen in ‘perfect conditions’ on 8/7 or on any subsequent dates (previous years have seen the final records in early August). One of the males seen on 10/6 was on the new scrape, otherwise all records from the model boat pond:
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