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News from The Committee 

As this 2016 Newsletter is about to go out to print, we are in 

the middle of our winter programme meetings which have so 

far included enjoyable talks on a variety of subjects such as 

Myers Allotment, Badgers and Hedgehogs, as well as 

members own talks and photographs.  An enjoyable, social 

evening was held in December with an entertaining quiz 

compiled by Steve Garland, and a shared Christmas buffet.  

All our programmes throughout the year can be viewed on 

our website – www.nlwg.co.uk as well as on the Lancashire 

Wildlife Trust website. 

Pete Marsh resigned from the committee in 2016 and we 

thank him for all the help and time that he has given to the 

Group.  We were sad to lose such a valuable member; 

fortunately, he has continued in his role as Bird Recorder.  

We were pleased to welcome Rob Zloch as a new member, 

who is also the Ladybird Recorder.  Rob is very enthusiastic 

about insects, particularly Diptera, and he has shared his 

interest on our field trips.  Rob has also been very helpful in 

the last year in helping us to advertise the activities of the 

group locally. 

In this coming Spring and Summer (2017) there will be more 

opportunities for people to get involved with the Biodiverse 

Society Project, a Heritage Lottery Funded project between 

the LWT and the local record centres - Lancashire 

Environmental Records Network (LERN) and the Merseyside 

Biobank.  The focus of the project is to survey and update 

records on the local wildlife sites (known in Lancashire as 

Biological Heritage Sites) and to make the collection of 

accurate data sustainable into the future.  Volunteers and 

local groups will be given the opportunity to learn the skills 

to carry out this essential work.  In this remaining year of the 

project, more sites will be surveyed in North Lancashire, 

including at least one in Lancaster itself. 

If readers are interested, or would like to register as a 

volunteer on the project, please contact the Project 

Manager, Joanne Moore on jmoore@lancswt.org.uk or 

07738 545438.  More information is available on the LWT 

website. 

North Lancashire Wildlife Group  

The Group is a local group of the Wildlife Trust for 

Lancashire, Manchester & N. Merseyside, primarily for 

members living in the Lancaster City Council District 

and immediately adjacent areas of Lancashire, South 

Cumbria and North Yorkshire.  

Meetings are open to all members of the Wildlife 

Trust.  If you are not already a member, come along to 

a few meetings and, if you like what we do, join us.  

The Committee coordinates all the work of the Group 

and, in particular, arranges meetings, field outings, 

recording sessions, and the production of an annual 

Newsletter.  The Recorders receive and collate records 

to help conserve interesting sites, to monitor changing 

numbers and distribution of species and to contribute 

to national recording schemes.  

Our events and meetings are listed on our website - 

www.nlwg.co.uk and also on the ‘What`s On’ section  

of the Lancashire Wildlife Trust’s website.  For further 

information contact the Chairman, Mike Moon, E-mail 

mikejmoon@aol.com or telephone him on 01524 

701163.  
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 Editorial 

This year, the newsletter has been printed by a local 

Carnforth firm for a very reasonable rate.  This has 

allowed us to place photographs alongside the relevant 

articles, creating a more enjoyable and relevant read. 

Once again, contributors have been very generous in 

sharing their knowledge and this edition contains a 

good variety of interesting and informative pieces. 

The reports about our local reserves and planning 

applications describe what a busy year it has been for 

the Trust staff in North Lancashire and the potential 

impact of industrial change.  Our Recorders have 

written both specialist pieces and overviews of how 

different species have fared in 2016 and, as ever, there 

is both good and bad news to share.  Please look at the 

list of Recorders in the newsletter and remember that 

they will welcome any enquiry or record of species that 

people may find.  Photographs are always welcome. 

Between April and September, we held 7 field trips, 

including a garden bioblitz and what has become an 

annual survey on behalf of the Fairfield Association 

Nature Reserve in Lancaster.  Four of our exciting field 

trips are described in this edition.  It would be fantastic 

if this year even more people feel able to write an 

account of a field trip.  Field trips are always a highlight 

of our year and, with plenty of people available to help 

with identifying species, it is a good way to remember 

and learn more about what we have found. 

In the Miscellany section, Michael Foley describes the 

Solitary Bees which he has found at Brockholes Nature 

Reserve at Preston; Linda Renshaw shares her love of 

the River Keer with us and her interest in Medicinal 

Leeches and Anne Smith tells us about her favourite 

tree - The Yew.  Gail Atkinson delights us again with her 

third annual Hedgehog Diary, whilst I describe how a 

beginner can start to learn about Sphagnum Mosses at 

a workshop at Heysham N.R. 

As ever, my thanks go to everyone who has sent in an 

article or photographs despite being busy with their 

own work commitments, or, as the case with recorders, 

gathering their own records together.  My sincere 

thanks go to Laura Sivell who does a splendid job by 

doing all the typesetting and layout, without which 

there would be no edition. 

Barbara Crooks 

Planning and Conservation 

Major energy schemes continue to dominate on the 

Heysham coast – especially National Grid’s huge North 

West Coastal Connections project:  

(www.northwestcoastalconnections.com). 

Our initial concerns centre around the likely impact on 

our Heysham Moss nature reserve – particularly the 

proposed removal of the existing pylons and 

infrastructure across the reserve and further woodland 

clearance associated with the provision of a temporary 

power line prior to undergrounding the supply.  There 

is also the possibility of dewatering and hydrological 

impacts - so much to think about!  We are working 

closely with Cumbria Wildlife Trust, Natural England, 

RSPB and Lancashire County Council to hopefully 

ensure that all the possible terrestrial and marine 

impacts of this huge project are fully addressed. 

Heysham Moss is now in receipt of some funding from 

the adjoining solar farm and we continue to bid into the 

Community Benefits Funds associated with major 

energy schemes, such as the Walney Offshore 

Windfarm, to support its management.  When we 

purchased Heysham Moss, I don’t think we would ever 

have envisaged it being surrounded by energy 

developments in such a short space of time; such is the 

pace of change in the industry. 

Over Kellet Pond and Warton Crag have also been 

subject to adjoining planning applications this year.  

Fifteen dwellings and a new access road were proposed 

next to the pond but the application was withdrawn.  A 

new house on Coach Road was proposed next to Potts 

Wood but permission was refused on the basis of 

adverse impacts on the Arnside and Silverdale AONB. 

Other planning policy work has included commenting 

upon Neighbourhood Plans (Dolphinholme, 

Morecambe, Slyne with Hest and Wennington) plus 

more strategic documents such as the current Arnside 

and Silverdale AONB Draft Development Plan 

http://www.northwestcoastalconnections.com
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Reserves Reports 

Document which sets out proposed sites for 

development or protection and planning policies for 

the AONB. 

Elsewhere in Lancashire, gas extraction and storage 

remain huge issues.  The underground gas storage 

proposal beneath the Wyre Marshes Nature Reserve 

near Fleetwood has been consented following Judicial 

Review.  Construction is expected to start in 2018 at 

the earliest.  Further south in Fylde, hydraulic 

fracturing (“fracking”) has been controversially 

approved by the Government at two sites (Roseacre 

and Preston New Road, near Little Plumpton).  

Construction work on the Preston New Road site is 

expected to start in early 2017. 

Nationally, the Wildlife Trusts advised against leaving 

the European Union strictly on nature conservation 

grounds.  Following the Referendum result, we are now 

advocating for retention of all the European law on 

protection of wildlife and wild places to be transferred 

into UK legislation, and for the UK to adopt better 

approaches to nature conservation in UK policy than 

pertain under the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy and 

Common Fisheries Policy. 

If you wish to know more, please visit: 

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/2016/12/08/uk%

E2%80%99s-major-environmental-organisations-unite-

highlight-%E2%80%9Conce-generation-opportunity%

E2%80%9D 

Cat Smith (MP for Lancaster and Fleetwood) has signed 

this Pledge for the Environment. 

Kim Wisdom 

Conservation Officer for North Lancashire 

 

North Lancashire Reserves Report 2016 

As ever, it has been a busy year across the Trust 

reserves in North Lancashire, some behind the scenes 

and some more apparent to those that have visited 

some of our sites in the last year. 

It has been another great year for the ‘Connecting to 

Nature’ project at Heysham Nature Reserve with 

Emma Garston and Hilary Smith delivering another 

excellent programme of events and activities.  This year 

saw the ‘Nature Tuesday’ holiday event programme 

opened up to the general public and a trial series of 

‘Nature Tots’, aimed at getting pre-school children 

engaged with wildlife, was very well received.  With 

over 1000 people attending activities throughout the 

year, it has probably been our best year yet. 

Funding within EDF for the replacement of the office 

and classroom facilities was finally confirmed after 

being in the pipeline for a number of years and the old 

office was demolished in September.  Following the 

start of construction works, public access to the 

Reserve has been restricted on and off although we 

managed to complete all the public events as planned.  

The new building will provide both an office for staff as 

well as a new classroom for events.  Although still 

uncompleted by the close of the year, it is going to be a 

great facility and will hopefully allow us to continue to 

deliver the excellent level of community engagement 

work within the Heysham area for many years to come.  

It is also a sign of the level of commitment from EDF to 

the work that the Trust does here and their support is 

greatly appreciated.  It is hoped that the facilities will 

be operational at the start of 2017. 

This year saw the final phase of the Large Heath re-

introduction project at Heysham Moss with 168 captive 

reared adults released through the first half of June.  It 

seemed to be quite an early year with the first 

individuals emerging on the 31st May and all adults 

emerged by the 14th June.  Adults were seen on the 

wing, however, until early July and it was likely that a 

number of these were from the adults breeding on site 

in 2015, although this couldn’t be confirmed.  Although 

the grant funded project is now finished, monitoring 

will continue in future years and it is hoped that we 

have established a strong enough population to be self 

sustaining.  The first signs are hopeful but time will tell. 

Some further good news for the Reserve this year came 

in the form of the promise of funding from Natural 

England for further capital works which would allow for 

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/2016/12/08/uk%E2%80%99s-major-environmental-organisations-unite-highlight-%E2%80%9Conce-generation-opportunity%E2%80%9D
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/2016/12/08/uk%E2%80%99s-major-environmental-organisations-unite-highlight-%E2%80%9Conce-generation-opportunity%E2%80%9D
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/2016/12/08/uk%E2%80%99s-major-environmental-organisations-unite-highlight-%E2%80%9Conce-generation-opportunity%E2%80%9D
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/2016/12/08/uk%E2%80%99s-major-environmental-organisations-unite-highlight-%E2%80%9Conce-generation-opportunity%E2%80%9D
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additional bunding work at the northern end of the 

main area of raised bog, along with further clearance of 

birch from the deeper peat around the margins.  

Although working to a close deadline towards the end 

of the year, it is hoped that everything will be in place 

to start the capital works on site at the beginning of 

2017. 

After the completion of the Solar Farm at the end of 

last year, further construction work has been very 

visible from the Reserve with a lot of the infrastructure 

now in place for the new sub-station at the southern 

end of the Reserve.  Although only visible from the wet 

meadow at the lower end, combined with the adjoining 

solar development, it has significantly changed the 

character of the area.   

At the end of the year, the public consultation 

documents went out for the new North West Coast 

Connection project that is planning to put in place a 

connection, linking the potential new nuclear power 

station at Moorside on the Cumbrian coast to the sub-

station in Heysham.  The surfacing of the proposed 

under Bay tunnel will be next to Heysham Moss and it is 

possible that the works could have a number of impacts 

on the SSSI.  The Trust are currently working through all 

the documents to allow us to respond accordingly. 

Following the landslip at Aughton last year, there has 

been no official re-instatement of the Lune Valley 

Ramble path by Lancashire County Council and the 

Trust has not had the resources to make good the 

deteriorating concessionary path through the wood 

itself.  As a result, all access this year has been 

restricted to a loop through Lawson’s meadow and it is 

likely that this will be the case for the foreseeable 

future.  Full details of the current access arrangements 

to the reserve are available on the Trust website. 

After reporting a poor year for butterflies at Warton 

Crag last year, it has sadly been a similar picture for this 

year too, although total numbers of Pearl-bordered 

were actually marginally up on last year.  That said, we 

have been working hard this year to get a new project 

off the ground to dramatically extend the area of 

habitat management work on site over the next couple 

of years, as well as increase connectivity between areas 

of good habitat across the Crag as a whole.  We have 

been working closely with the RSPB and AONB as well 

as Butterfly Conservation and, at the end of the year, 

we had our first working group meeting with all parties 

to work towards the development of a Crag-wide 

strategy for the continued conservation of the key 

butterfly species.  We have also been working alongside 

Lancaster University in recent years and have had three 

MSc projects this year on site that will be very useful in 

informing future management.  Detailed studies of the 

distribution and numbers of Pearl-bordered Fritillaries 

have been particularly useful, and it is hoped that the 

work of the proposed project will address some of the 

findings.  By the end of the year, we were close to 

securing the majority of funding to start the project and 

it is hoped that we will start the first phase of works 

early in 2017. 

With a lot of the new project area falling within the 

Scheduled Ancient Monument site, we have also been 

working closely with Historic England to ensure that 

proposed works are also compatible with the long-term 

objectives for the management of the monument.  Led 

by the Headlands to Headspace project, work has also 

started on developing a management plan for the 

Historic features on the reserve and the Trust have 

been taking an active role in supporting this work.  

Some of the results from the Lidar survey carried out at 

the beginning of 2016 were also published on the 

Morecambe Bay Partnership website this year and 

revealed some interesting finds, including all three 

‘ramparts’ clearly visible.  For those with an interest in 

the archaeological features of this amazing site, it is 

certainly worth visiting the Morecambe Bay Partnership 

website. 

As always, much of the excellent work carried out this 

year would not have been possible without the many 

Heysham Moss          Cis Brook 
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hours that all the volunteers have given up to help the 

Trust and, as usual, a big thank you to both our team of 

‘regulars’ and those who have joined us this year. 

Further details about the wildlife of Heysham this year 

are compiled in the Heysham Observatory Annual 

Report, available from the reserve office or from the 

Leighton Moss shop.  A daily blog for the Heysham and 

Middleton area can be seen at:   

http://heyshamobservatory.blogspot.co.uk/ 

Reuben Neville 

North Lancashire Reserves Officer 

Heysham Office Number: 01524 855030 

Mobile: 07979 652138 

Email: rneville@lancswt.org.uk   

 

Middleton Nature Reserve 

The Wildlife Trust is now into the seventh year of 

managing this County Wildlife Site as a Nature Reserve 

through an agreement with Lancaster City Council.  The 

Trust has also just completed a separate, 5-year project 

at Middleton which has allowed us to make great 

progress with a number of key management objectives. 

Five years ago, Sea Buckthorn was a huge problem 

across large parts of the reserve.  This species was 

invading grassland and marsh, causing areas of these 

habitats to be lost and reducing species richness.  After 

a significant amount of scrub control work, Sea 

Buckthorn cover has now been reduced to isolated 

pockets of regrowth, safeguarding key habitats from its 

impact.  

The project has also allowed new areas of grassland 

and marsh to be brought into active management or 

restoration, with a focus on increasing the area of 

species rich vegetation communities across the reserve.  

New hedges and scrub belts have been planted to act 

as movement corridors, linking existing areas of scrub 

and woodland, and new water bodies and early 

successional habitat have been created to benefit a 

range of key invertebrate species and address the loss 

of these through vegetation succession.  

Encouragingly, Broad-bodied Chaser were recorded on 

very recently created ponds in June, and Emperor 

Dragonfly and Common Darter breeding was also 

observed in new ponds during the summer.  In contrast 

to 2015, this year saw no Red-Veined Darter records 

from the reserve; however, the mild autumn saw 

Migrant Hawker and Common Darter on the wing into 

early November. 

Notable bird records for 2016 include a Little Ringed 

Plover breeding attempt, again on open ground to the 

north of the reserve; Barn Owl, again recorded hunting 

across the reserve (mainly later winter into early 

spring); a record of breeding Lesser Redpoll; a ringed, 

juvenile Long-eared Owl on 1st August, and good 

numbers of Yellow-browed Warbler (including one 

ringed) in October.  In May, it was possible to hear 10 

species of warbler singing during a circuit of the reserve 

and this year Cetti’s Warbler bred at Middleton for the 

first time, with singing heard throughout the year and a 

juvenile and moulting adult ringed late summer. 

Worryingly, non-native Signal Crayfish seem to have 

become established in the model boat pond.  This 

invasive species is known to cause the loss of aquatic 

invertebrates and amphibians through predation.  One 

encouraging development, however, is the frequency 

with which Otter seem to be visiting the pond to 

predate the crayfish, with large numbers of feeding 

remains and spraints recorded. 

Holly Blue butterflies were recorded on the reserve in 

May, possibly another indication of the local population 

beginning to recover from its recent low.  Notably, 

Ringlet were also recorded at Middleton this summer 

for the first time. 

As ever, a huge thank you to the reserve recorders:  

Pete Marsh, Malcolm Downham, Jean Roberts, John 

Mason, Alan Draper and Janet Packham, and also to 

our habitat management volunteers for all their 

sterling work, notably Leslie Cochrane, Tony Ball and 

Tom Dullage. 

Steve Ryder, North Lancs Reserves Officer 
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Look at our website! 

www.nlwg.co.uk 

Aughton Woods Nestboxes Report – 2016 

This proved to be a much better year for nestboxes in 

the local area, with generally good productivity.  Also, 

predation proved to be less of a problem, with none 

evident at Aughton. 

Thirty-two boxes were monitored this year and the 

occupancy, compared to 2015 in brackets, was as 

follows: -  Blue Tit; 8 (13), Great Tit; 6 (8), Pied 

Flycatcher; 2 (1), Nest build started only, 3 (3), Empty 

13 (10).  The average number of eggs laid per nest 

was higher at 8.5 compared to 7.8 in 2015. 

Nest building and egg laying were around the same 

time as in 2015.  Success rates were much better with 

12 of the Tits fledging their broods, compared to only 

8 in 2015.  Brood sizes were also improved with up to 

12 for Blue Tits and 9 for Great Tits.  

Another positive was that two pairs of Pied 

Flycatchers were successful and fledged 15 young 

which were also ringed.  This was an increase on last 

year’s single pair, which had been the first since 2012. 

Essential maintenance work had been carried out prior 

to the breeding season, to thin out an area of trees 

which had become overgrown.  A few of the trees had 

nestboxes on, and these were safely taken off.  One of 

them had been placed on top of one of the remaining 

stumps, to be resited at a later date.  However, 

deciding not to wait, Blue Tits took up residence and 

successfully fledged a brood of nine; amazing at this 

low level, open position.  

 

John Mason (who also took the photos) 

 

file:///C:/Users/acrooks/Documents/Mumsbits/Newsletter/Edition2009/Hard%20Copy%202009/Page%202/www.nlng.co.uk
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Recorders 2017 

 
Please send in your observations and help build up a detailed knowledge of what lives where in 
this area so that we can: - 
Conserve particularly interesting sites 

Monitor changes in numbers and distribution of species. 

Add to National recording schemes (your flower/earwig may provide a new dot on a national map). 

Please try to include: - recorder`s name, species, grid reference with place name and date. 

The A4 NLWG recording sheet is specially designed for this purpose.  Copies from Mike Moon. 
Remember that any observation may be valuable, not just the rare and unusual. 

Flowering Plants, 

Shrubs, Trees 

Martin Sherlock 01524 66131  

martin@phytophile.me.uk 

Ferns, Horsetails Trevor Piearce 01524 67500 
t.piearce@lancaster.ac.uk 

Mammals Cis Brook 01524 752280  

cissy@brookh.plus.com 

      

Beetles, Wood-

lice,Millipedes, Centi-

pedes, Flies etc 

Steve Garland 01524 730812  

steve@stevegarland.co.uk 

Amphibians, Reptiles, 

Fish 

Linda Renshaw 01524 733036 

Dragonflies Belinda Garland 01524 730812  

belinda@garlands.free-online.co.uk 

Butterflies Laura Sivell 0152469248 
laura.sivell@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Birds Peter Marsh 07532433043  

pmrsh123@aol.com 

Orthoptera Michael Foley 01254 248083 
m.foley@lancaster.ac.uk 

Shield Bugs Anne Smith 01253 884378  

wainscot@hotmail.co.uk 

Ladybirds Rob Zloch 07767797797 

robszsz@yahoo.co.uk 

Arachnids Chris Workman 01524 67326 

workman.c@sky.com 

  

mailto:martin@phytophile.me.uk
file:///C:/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Newsletter/NewEdition2011/AppData/Local/Microso
file:///C:/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Newsletter/NewEdition2011/Aardvaark/Recorders%20L
mailto:steve@stevegarland.co.uk
file:///C:/Newsletter%202014/Recorders%20List/belinda@garlands.free-online.co.uk
mailto:laura.sivell@mypostoffice.co.uk
mailto:pmrsh123@aol.com
mailto:m.foley@lancaster.ac.uk
file:///C:/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Newsletter/NewEdition2011/Aardvaark/Recorders%20L
mailto:robszsz@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:workman.c@sky.com
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Recorders’ Reports 

performed by Henry Strickland of Sizergh Castle, and 

Richie Steffen and Sue Olsen, fern experts from the USA 

whose book The Plant Lover’s Guide to Ferns was 

published by Timber Press in 2015. 

Sizergh is home to 4 national collections of hardy fern:  

Asplenium scolopendrium, Cystopteris, Dryopteris and 

Osmunda.  Assistant Head Gardener Andrew Harrison 

has catalogued Sizergh’s fern collections and has led 

efforts to enlarge and improve the range of ferns 

grown.  The opening of the stumpery was the 

culmination of two years of effort by Sizergh’s 4 

gardeners and a team of volunteers.  A useful, well 

illustrated account of the development of the Sizergh 

Stumpery has been given by Andrew Harrison in his 

article Creating a new Stumpery at Sizergh Castle 

Ferns: The Sizergh Stumpery 

Ferns are often found growing on the exposed root 

masses of fallen trees, which inspired Victorian 

gardeners to create arrangements of tree stumps to 

display their fern collections.  The earliest surviving 

stumpery in Britain is at Biddulph Grange in 

Staffordshire.  At Sizergh Castle, a National Trust 

property, a former bramble-covered area has been 

converted into a superb stumpery.  Part of a wider 

garden renewal programme under Head Gardener 

Susan Rowley, the development of the stumpery was 

made possible by a generous bequest by the late 

Elspeth Thompson. 

The opening ceremony, on 8 July 2016, was a highlight 

of the 125th anniversary meeting of the British 

Pteridological Society, the society for fern lovers that 

was founded in nearby Kendal.  Tape-cutting was 

Gardens, published in the 2016 edition of the 

Pteridologist (volume 6, part 3, pp. 206-208). 

Access to the stumpery is provided by limestone-edged 

gravel paths that wind between some impressively 

large tree bases, many of which have come from land 

cleared during the building of the new Heysham-M6 

link road and were brought to Sizergh by the 

construction company, Costain.  The stumps are mainly 

Beech, Sycamore and Ash.  Others include large Spruce 

stumps from the Sizergh Estate.  The stumps provide 

an attractive architectural feature as well as a 

background and base for the plantings. 

The stumpery contains around 80 species and varieties 

of fern, supplemented by flowering plants that add 

variety and contribute to interest throughout the year.  

The aim has been to create a woodland-style garden:  

tree plantings include the ancient Maidenhair Tree, 

Ginkgo biloba and “living fossil” Dawn Redwood 

Metasequoia glyptostroboides, particularly appropriate 

companions for ferns, given that ferns have a long 

evolutionary history. 
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Plants:  Invaders and Aliens 

Even in a group as well-studied as British wild flowers, 

there is plenty left to discover.  Nevertheless, it must be 

accepted that most amateur botanists will not make 

any really new discoveries and their contribution 

consists of recording the changes in our flora.  Sadly, 

this is often a record of decline.  For instance, it is now 

reasonably clear that Fly Orchid Ophrys insectifera is 

extinct in Lancashire (if you know different, i.e. you 

have seen it in the last couple of years, let me know).  

However, more cheerfully, there are also examples of 

plants appearing in places they haven't been before.  

Many are, of course, plants from other countries, but 

that's all part of the fun.  If you like tracking “aliens” as 

the professionals call them, then living in a town or a 

big city is no disadvantage.  Now that our cash-strapped 

councils have reduced weed-spraying, there are more 

plants than ever springing up along our pavements. 

A useful baseline for us is The Flowering Plants and 

Ferns of North Lancashire by the late Len and Pat 

Livermore, based (it says) on surveys done 1975-86.  So 

as far as I am concerned here, change is what has 

happened since then. 

One example is Shaggy Soldier, Galinsoga 

quadriradiata, from South America.  This owes its 

strange English name to a relative Galinsoga parviflora, 

which arrived in Britain earlier and was dubbed “Gallant 

Soldier” by mangling the Latin name.  The later arrival is 

hairier than the earlier (usually).  G. quadriradiata made 

up for its later arrival by spreading much faster and may 

be the only one of the two species in Lancashire.  There 

are some vague earlier records and ones from the Lune 

Valley, but as far as I am concerned its history 

hereabout begins in 2003 when I noticed it at the end 

of St Leonardgate.  The Livermores don't mention it at 

all.  Subsequently, I found it in Silverdale (where I 

haven't seen it since), by Covell Cross (in Lancaster and 

quite a good spot for weeds) and in the West End of 

Morecambe (where it probably survives).  By now, the 

original colony has spread around the corner into 

Rosemary Lane.  Rampaging across the area it is not, 

but it seems to be here to stay. 

Near where I live in Bowerham, grows American 

Speedwell Veronica peregrina.  I first saw it here in 

2010, though there are earlier records – the Livermores 

had it a mile or so further south and someone saw it in 

Warton in 2007.  It is inconspicuous and short-lived – 

more than once I have thought that it has died out only 

to re-find it – so it is quite likely growing unnoticed in a 

pavement crack near you. 

Not all the changes in our flora have involved aliens.  

Take Danish Scurvy-grass Cochlearia danica.  Most of 

you will be familiar with the flower that turns the 

motorway central reservation pink in the spring.  As 

recently as the 1980s, it was confined to the coast, its 

native habitat.  In 2006, I found it in south Lancaster, 

where it can still be found, particularly around the 

Pointer roundabout for some reason.  Another denizen 

of the same site is Spring Whitlow-grass Erophila verna.  

In the Livermore’s day, it was almost confined to the 

areas of limestone.  I first noticed it in Lancaster in 

1998.  Now it is widespread around the town and 

easier to find there than in its old haunts.  Clearly the 

cement in walls and pavements provides the lime it 

likes, but what happened in the late twentieth century 

to produce this invasion is a mystery to me. 

Getting to know your local weeds is a good way to 

improve your identification skills: seeing them a lot 

makes them “stick” much better.  If you think you know 

some streets worth looking at, do get in touch. 

Martin Sherlock. 

 

The ferns are attractively and effectively labelled, and 

the National Trust have produced a useful little guide, 

available in the shop, which has a map showing the 

position of each of the different species and varieties.  

The collection includes a good range of both British and 

non-native species and will appeal to the fern 

enthusiast as well as to non-specialist naturalists and 

gardeners. 

Trevor Piearce. 

All photos taken by Trevor and Ruth Piearce. 
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Fish 

In early February, lots of tiny fish were found trapped in 

rapidly shrinking pools gouged out by the winter floods 

near Kirby Lonsdale.  With the help of a friend, dozens 

of Minnows Phoxinus phoxinus, Stone Loach 

Noemacheilus barbatulus, Bullheads Cottus gobio, some 

Sticklebacks Gasterosteus aculeatus, a Lamprey 

Petromyzon marinus and 2 small Brown Trout Salmo 

trutta were carefully transferred back to the River Lune. 

This summer, the River Lune suffered another poor 

Salmon Salmo salar run but benefited from a very good 

run of Sea Trout, probably the best of any of the North 

West`s rivers.  When Sea Trout go to sea, they remain in 

British coastal waters unlike Salmon which have to take 

a lengthy migration to their feeding grounds off Iceland. 

It is interesting that, prior to the Falklands War, salmon 

and sea trout eggs from the River Lune hatchery were 

dispatched to the Falkland Islands in the hope of 

establishing these species there.  The Sea Trout were 

successful and are thriving in the Falkland`s rivers but 

the Salmon went to sea and disappeared.  This summer, 

by chance, I met an angler on the River Lune who has 

fished all over the world.  He told me that the Salmon 

are in Chile. 

There has been some improvement in the River Keer 

where a few, good-sized Sea Trout and some quality 

Brown Trout were recorded.  A large Brown Trout, 2 ¾ 

lb weight, had slash marks near its tail and a puncture 

wound under its stomach where a Cormorant had 

almost taken it.  Brown Trout, this size, have usually 

become cannibals feeding on smaller trout but this 

one`s stomach was stuffed full of tiny flounders.  Six 

Pike Esox Lucius caught in the River Keer gave cause for 

some concern because they will predate trout. 

In response to the flooding at Warton last winter, the 

Environment Agency has dredged the lower reaches.  I 

personally do not think this will prevent the flooding 

because the water that floods Warton fields comes off 

Warton Crag onto land that is very close to sea level.  A 

few years ago, all the drains across Warton were 

enlarged but this didn`t stop the flooding.  It does, 

however, get the standing water away quicker once the 

river level falls, but there will always be a problem 

when a very big tide coincides with a big flood in the 

river. 

In January, the Government designated another 23 

Marine Conservation Zones to join the already existing 

27, making a total of 50.  This still falls far short of the 

127 deemed to be necessary.  To the best of my 

knowledge, there have been hardly any regulations 

introduced to protect anything in these areas or people 

employed to enforce these conservation zones.  They 

appear to exist only on paper. 

In recent years, there has been a large increase in the 

number of Lesser Spotted Dogfish Scyliorhinus canicula 

and Spurdog Squalus acanthias in Morecambe Bay.  

They have now been joined by another member of the 

shark family with the Smooth Hound Mustelus mustelus 

putting in an appearance this year. 

Linda Renshaw 

Footnote:  Identified by the Environment Agency, a 

Chinese Mitten Crab Eriocheir sinensis has been found 

in the River Ribble.  This is a damaging, non-native 

invasive species.  

Linda Renshaw 
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Amphibians and Reptiles  

Amphibians 

In January, a friend and I walked up the canal from 

Crooklands to Stainton.  We counted 24 small piles of 

white jelly, which looked like wallpaper paste, on the 

side of the towpath near the water`s edge.  I believe 

this is unfertilised frogspawn squeezed out of gravid 

females when they were being eaten by otters.  This is 

being seen more frequently near frog breeding ponds 

as otter numbers are increasing. 

Frogspawn was seen in ponds at Hale Moss, Woodwell, 

Capernwray Tarn, Leighton Moss and in the large, 

stagnant pool below Higher Broomfield farm at 

Arkholme.  Frogs Rana temporaria were still mating in 

John and Betty Holding`s garden pond at Heysham, on 

March 19. 

Toads Bufo bufo seem to be doing well and were 

recorded at Heysham N.R., Middleton N.R., Bankwell, 

Middlebarrow Quarry, Leighton Moss and Freeman`s 

Pools.  I was surprised to meet one walking down the 

pavement at Haws Hill in Carnforth in the daytime.  It 

was carried across the road and carefully pushed under 

a garden gate out of harm`s way. 

Heysham Nature Reserve`s Nature Park Pond is a 

superb little gem for its size, holding large numbers of 

Frogs, Toads and Smooth Newts Triturus vulgaris at 

breeding time.  Perhaps the fact that it is fenced keeps 

many predators out and avoids disturbance from 

swimming dogs. 

The sensory garden behind the Visitor Centre at 

Leighton Moss N.R. is much loved by Toads that appear 

out of the cracks and crevices in the stonework when 

the daylight is fading.  I counted 29 there one evening 

in July. 

On 12/3/16, 50 Smooth Newts were seen in the 

Heysham N.R. Nature Pond and low numbers were 

seen at Middleton N.R. 

Palmate Newts T helveticus were recorded at 

Trowbarrow Quarry, Leighton Moss N.R. and 

Middlebarrow Quarry, where 54 were found hiding 

under a large plastic sheet that campers had discarded 

along with the rest of their camping gear and litter. 

I only saw half a dozen Great-crested Newts T.cristatus 

at Middleton N.R. this year and was dismayed on 

22/4/16 when I lifted my favourite newt stone to find a 

large Signal Crayfish Pacifastacus leniusculus lurking 

underneath.  They were so called because of the white 

patch on the top side of the claws where the claws join 

together.  She was carrying lots of eggs beneath her 

abdomen; they produce up to 200.  Since this initial 

discovery, another 2 large, berried females and several 

smaller ones have been found.  Some very tiny ones 

about 1cm long, which shot down into a hole, were 

probably this year`s young.  This is very worrying 

because they have a reputation for eating everything; 

animal, vegetable and even each other.  They also 

burrow into bankings and excavate tunnels under 

submerged stones. 

There was more bad news that day when I spotted a 

Medicinal Leech Hirudo medicinalis in the boating pond 

at Middleton N.R., and I have seen a dozen more there 

since.  These leeches can also latch onto amphibians 

when they congregate in pools at breeding time. 

Common lizards Zootoca vivipara were recorded at the 

usual locations; Plain Quarry at Burton, Birkbank at 

Heron eating newt             D Poole 

Signal Crayfish       L Renshaw 
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Clougha and on the boardwalk at Haweswater, 

Silverdale.  Barbara Crooks and Kate Harbinson saw one 

on Warton Crag during their butterfly transects and I 

was pleased to see one sunbathing on a railway sleeper 

near the entrance to Silverdale Moss in mid-summer. 

There was a very hungry one at Birkbank, Clougha on 

24/5/16.  My friend Pat and myself watched it wrestling 

with a large leatherjacket (crane fly larva) on the 

boardwalk near the bog.  Following an epic struggle, 

the lizard eventually managed to devour the big grub. 

For anyone venturing further afield, Foulshaw Moss 

N.R. is a very good place to spot Common Lizards.  

When osprey visitor numbers had dropped off at the 

end of summer, there was less disturbance and it was 

possible to see 50+ on the boardwalk which was 

extended this year. 

Slow Worms Anguis fragilis continue to thrive in the 

Silverdale/Storth area, with smaller populations in the 

surrounding countryside.  Barbara Crooks and Kate 

Harbinson recorded 4 between April and the end of July 

whilst doing their butterfly transect on the Wildlife 

Trust Reserve on Warton Crag.  I saw 3 under a piece of 

wood on the cowslip field at Heathwaite (Arnside 

Knott) and another on the path leading into Eaves 

Wood above Castle Bank at Silverdale. 

Bird report 2016 

First winter period 

After a dreadful spell of wet, windy but extremely mild 

weather at the end of 2015, when it was virtually 

impossible to search for small landbirds, the beginning 

of January would surely see the discovery of surviving 

insectivorous waifs?  A Firecrest was located creeping 

around the densely-vegetated Lucy Brook area of 

Freeman's Wood (to 14 March); nearby a Siberian 

Chiffchaff was alongside the flooded cycle track and 

three of the local, lowland sewage works also each 

produced wintering 'normal' Chiffchaff.  Two wintering 

Cetti's Warblers were located at Middleton NR and 

another for a single day near Stodday.  The January 

10km surveys suggested that many tits (accompanied 

by a good number of Goldcrest) were able to continue 

their woodland circuits and not have to descend en 

masse on to garden feeders as the insect supply 

nosedived. 

The most stunning and unexpected record during the 

first winter period was a dark-morph (as opposed to 

double-dark) Blue Fulmar found beached at 

Cockersands on 3 Feb but was assumed to have 

recovered and flown off.   Other notable features were 

wintering Little Stint and Common Sandpiper in the 

Conder area and a Norwegian-ringed Rock Pipit at 

Pilling Lane Ends confirmed what we already knew - the 

saltmarsh wintering Rock Pipits are the migratory 

littoralis form, not British breeding birds.  The north 

Fylde held decent numbers of Whooper Swan (c240) 

and, given the national paucity, a welcome seven 

Bewick's Swan. 

Spring passage 

The spring passage period was characterised by the 

unavailability of key observers who would usually cover 

high speed migratory events such as the spring skua 

and tern passages.  Excellent coverage at Rossall of 

birds heading 'our way' indicated what was missed, 

I have no reports of Adders Vipera berus or Grass 

Snakes Natrix natrix in this area. 

The Trough of Bowland appears to be the Adder`s last 

foothold in this region, and it`s future is looking very 

bleak with ever increasing numbers of its main 

predators – buzzards, crows and ravens. 

The Grass Snake has a similar problem plus a massive 

loss of habitat as many previously wet areas have been 

drained. 

One of the highlights of my year was standing on the 

wooden footbridge below the members’ lodge at 

Haybridge N.R. (Cumbria) watching Broad-bodied 

Chaser dragonflies, when a Grass Snake swam under 

the bridge directly beneath my feet.  It disappeared 

into vegetation just above the bridge but reappeared a 

few minutes later and swam off upstream.  There are 

some very fine specimens at Haybridge N.R.:  this year, 

Keith, the warden, found a sloughed skin that 

measured 4 feet long. 

Thank you to those who submitted records. 

Linda Renshaw 

  

  



14 

including a Caspian Tern!  The circumstances of what 

was found/almost confirmed could also have been so 

much better.  A Red-spotted Bluethroat was found 

dead on the road by Jubilee tower on the typical 

passage date of 12 May and a lightweight, ringtail 

harrier spp. raced through Leighton Moss on 7 May, to 

our current knowledge avoiding all the cameras, but 

enough of the tail-end views was seen by an 

experienced birder to suggest a Pallid Harrier had been 

'thrown away’.  A singing male Firecrest was located in 

a private wood at Tatham whilst emptying a moth trap 

on 5 April and this followed a sighting at Aldcliffe on 29 

March which was long after the wintering bird had 

disappeared. 

A summer plumaged Slavonian Grebe, by Heysham 

skeer in a low tide channel on 22 April, was a welcome 

record of a very erratic visitor to our area.  Subject to 

descriptions materialising and acceptance by the 

county records panel, a Roseate Tern flew past 

Heysham with Arctic Tern.  The Arctic Tern passage 

through the Bay was very good, given the reduced 

observer level, with 1,583 between 14 April and 15 May 

with a majority (743) on 12 May and were accompanied 

by 22 Black Tern with a further 21 records at Leighton 

Moss, mostly on 9 May as well as a single Little Tern.  

Common Tern continued to be exceptionally scarce on 

passage with just one at Heysham but did include a 

successful breeding pair at Conder Pool.  Just 21 Arctic 

Skua, four Pomarine Skua and a single Bonxie were 

seen, mainly in May. 

Odds and ends from the spring passage period included 

an American Wigeon at the Snab on 24 March 

(definitely not the hybrid seen later in the year!), a 

Green-winged Teal at Leighton Moss on 9 April, up to 

three Spoonbill at Leighton Moss, a lengthy stay by a 

calling Spotted Crake at Leighton Moss, a Black Redstart 

at Ocean Edge foreshore and decent passages of the 

red-listed Ring Ouzel (through Bowland in April) and 

Spotted Flycatcher (various coastal locations on 7-8 

May).  Spring passage waders included at least one 

Purple Sandpiper at Heysham (after none over the 

winter), three Dotterel on Grit Fell on 7 May, low single 

figures of passage, Curlew Sandpiper and Little Stint 

from the Cockersands area and a record spring passage 

flock of nine Greenshank on the Kent estuary on 10 

May.  Bittern migratory events at Leighton Moss are 

dealt with in detail by Jarrod Sneyd on the LDBWS 

website. 

The summer months and early autumn passage 

All the signs are that for most species it has been a good 

breeding season.  In most cases our nest boxes did well.  

Following the dreadful 2015 breeding season, which 

was presumably mainly responsible for a reduction in 

breeding Pied Flycatcher by 11 pairs down to 79, the 

number of nestlings ringed was 134 higher than 2015 at 

349.  There was also good productivity by tit species 

but, perhaps surprisingly, little evidence of sizeable 

flocks or irruptive movements during the autumn - just 

heaps of them at the more isolated garden feeders 

which were not competing with Tom, Dick and Harry's 

sunflower hearts in nearby gardens! 

Ringing at Leighton Moss revealed an excellent Willow 

Warbler passage, whilst ringing at Heysham/ Middleton 

revealed Garden Warbler in numbers not seen this 

millennium, with 30 ringed in July-early September, as 

opposed to a usual mid-single figure annual total for a 

species which does not breed in that area.  Juvenile 

Jack Snipe          J Packahm 

Curlew          J Packham 
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Cetti’s Warbler ringed at Middleton NR on 4 July and 19 

Aug revealed successful breeding by probably two 

pairs.  A Cetti’s Warbler was also heard singing next to 

Carnforth recycling centre on at least one occasion in 

June.  A Wood Warbler was ringed at Leighton Moss on 

29 July.  Andrew Cornall monitored the Yellow Wagtail 

accumulation at Bank End with one on 21 July and 

peaking at 5 on 16-18 Aug with three still there on 3 

Sept.  Crossbill were regularly seen and heard on moth-

trapping jaunts to Docker Moor and also noted over the 

Crook of Lune in late June.  A Cuckoo calling in the early 

morning at Middleton NR on 6 July was most 

unexpected.  There seemed to be a decent breeding 

season for this species in Upper Hindburndale and 

western Bowland with plenty of Meadow Pipit hosts.  

Another red-listed species, Spotted Flycatcher, was also 

seen in good numbers, post-breeding season, at its 

Trough of Bowland stronghold. 

 A Ringed Plover ringed as a juvenile in July 1993 at 

Arkholme by Kevin Briggs and still found breeding in the 

Lune Valley 12 days short of 22 years later set a 

national longevity record for this species.  

A female/immature Garganey was at Cinderbarrow 

Tarn from late July, but there did not seem to be any 

evidence of breeding at Leighton Moss.  A flock of 5 

Common Scoter on Pine Lake early morning 15 July was 

on cue with other inland sites but four off Heysham on 

3 Aug were unseasonal for here.  A very unseasonal 

adult Whooper Swan appeared on Aldcliffe Marsh from 

1 Aug.  Four Spoonbill resided at Leighton Moss until 

mid-June.  A Great White Egret arrived almost 

unnoticed these days in the Leighton Moss area in mid-

August, roosting there at least one night.  The Leighton 

Moss Little Egret roost peaked at 96 on 1 Sept and 19 

together on Heysham Skeer in early June was a notable 

gathering.  

Avocets included up to 7 wandering juveniles from 

elsewhere on the EM Pools and the successful raising of 

a single young by a pair at Conder Pool.  Juvenile 

Curlew Sandpiper passage commenced with five 

scattered singletons in late August, consistent with the 

small numbers throughout the country, but then a flock 

of up to 20 was located on the mudflats alongside 

Sunderland village first terrace on 30 Aug, remaining in 

dwindling numbers well into Sept.  Contrastingly, Little 

Stint were in rather poor numbers following 2-3 on the 

EM Pools on 19 Aug, with just a handful on the Lune 

Estuary, including the returning wintering bird.  Wood 

Sandpiper saw a remarkable flock of four juveniles at 

the Snab on 19- 20 Aug and an elusive singleton on the 

EM Pools 23-25 Aug.  Notable accumulations included 

250 summer-plumaged Grey Plover on Middleton 

Sands (until flushed, as usual, by pony and trap) on 30 

Aug. 

Large numbers of Mediterranean Gulls were 

presumably interchanging between Heysham and the 

Lune Estuary.  Age class peaks at Heysham were:  15 

adult, 6 3CY, 6 2CY and 5 juvenile/1CY.  Lune Estuary 

counts peaked at 21 in the Glasson area on 4 Aug.  A 

convincing, moulting adult Yellow-legged Gull was on 

Red Nab on 7 Aug.  By far the most unexpected record 

of the period, not the least because we could not locate 

what should have been a relatively sedentary moulting 

bird in the meantime, was an adult Iceland Gull, 

photographed at Teal Bay on 11 July and 6 Aug.  Not far 

behind, and a product of searching for the Iceland Gull, Grasshopper Warbler          J Packham 

Great White Egret eating fish            D Poole 
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 was a summer adult Sabine’s Gull roosting on the 

mudflats next to the Battery Hotel car park on 21 Aug.  

More routine was two moulting Little Gull commencing 

a lengthy residence on Heysham outfalls and area; a 

2CY from 8 July and an adult from 10 July.  Three Black 

Tern were on Heysham outfalls on 21 Aug with further 

singles on 25 Aug and 3 Sept. 

A Guillemot in Heysham Harbour 26-27 July was very 

unseasonal and another unexpected oddity was a 

juvenile Long-eared Owl in a mist net at Middleton NR 

on 1 Aug!  Another quirky record was the first known 

sighting through this area of two Osprey migrating 

together - south over Aldcliffe on 21 Aug. 

September to mid November migration  

Once again, we were blessed with a huge chunk of 

easterly winds through much of September and 

October with some decent days to mid-November.  

Nationally, this has been described as the best autumn 

for scarce and rare migrants of eastern origin.  How did 

we get on in this area?  There was another flood of 

Yellow-browed Warbler and the distribution once 

again reflected the location of available observers (or 

mist nets!) to search for these waifs.  The vast majority 

were from coastal sites between Heysham Head and 

Sunderland Point with a notable 'hotspot' along the 

Leighton lower hide path where people searched for 

reported individuals and found others!  The grand total 

was considered to be at least 48 and probably 49, with 

at least 11 passing through Middleton NR, reflecting 

daily coverage. 

Stand-out vis mig records comprised at least one and 

almost certainly two Lapland Bunting flying south 

together over Sunderland Brows on 30 Oct (at least one 

calling) and a Richard's Pipit over Cockerham (earlier 

seen at Rossall?) on 25 Oct.  Snow Bunting were 

recorded over Heysham Head on 8 Oct and Morecambe 

Stone Jetty on 23 Oct.  A strikingly 'obvious' Mealy 

Redpoll decided to oblige three observers by breaking 

its overhead flight and landing in a mist net at 

Middleton on 24 Oct. 

Quality, grounded migrants were led by a Woodchat 

Shrike in the Lyth Valley, 4-6 Sept and the first Barred 

Warbler since 1997 was mist-netted at Middleton on 10 

Sept.  Other top quality local rarities included a well-

described Great Grey Shrike on Heysham Barrows on 

21 Oct and another just south of  Kingsdale on 25 Oct.  

Other grounded fare included  Black Redstart at 

Heysham Power Station on 15 Oct, Water Pipit by the 

pond at Sunderland Brows Farm on 11 Nov and 

Firecrests at Heysham NR/tank farm on 28-29 Oct and 

along the back of Bare golf course on 8 Nov.  A Siberian 

Chiffchaff, bearing a ring from elsewhere, was on the 

Heysham 'tank farm' on 13 Nov and another was seen 

and heard along the southern perimeter of Heysham 

golf course on 26 Nov.  Some numbers of note included 

150-180 Blackbird on Heysham NR on 13 Nov, 120 

Brambling at Tower Lodge on 4 Nov and up to 120 

Twite wintering at Bank End.  Up to 2069 Redwing 

roosted near Wray in late November and large numbers 

of 'winter thrushes were a feature right until the end of 

the year. 

An adult drake American Wigeon appeared at Leighton 

Moss from 16 Oct joining a late Garganey (8-23 Oct).  A 

Blue-winged Teal was reported at this time but nothing 

conclusive has materialised i.e. record shots.  Unusually, 

a flock of up to 23 Common Scoter was in residence in 

the low tide Kent channel as seen from e.g. Heysham 

Head for at least a large portion of October.  A brief 

Long-tailed Duck at Leighton Moss on 6 Nov was 

Barred Warbler             LWT 
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followed by two adult females located at Pine Lake 

from 12 Nov which remained throughout.  An observer 

spin-off from the LTD was the documentation of a flock 

of 12 Scaup on 16 Nov which remained for about ten 

minutes on Pine Lake before flying back out to sea.  

Perhaps the same female Scaup was inland at the Snab 

on 22 Nov then on Freeman's Pool on 25 Nov. 

A Cattle Egret visited Leighton Moss (23 Oct) and was 

thought to have roosted overnight, but no further sign.  

Perhaps up to 10 Great White  frequented the Leighton 

Moss area at various times after an influx of at least six 

(6 Oct).  Reports elsewhere included two north over 

Middleton NR (19 Oct) and one at Aldcliffe on 23 Oct, 

both overdue site firsts!  Several three-figure counts 

from the two main Little Egret roosts at Leighton and 

Ashton Hall with other smaller roosts at Fluke Hall and 

Dallam Towers.  Any others? 

 Seabirds were predictably poor given the lack of strong 

onshore winds.  On 29 Sept, a juvenile Sabine's Gull 

was located late in the day off the Stone Jetty where it 

landed on the mudflats. What was surely the same was 

located on Heysham outfalls 2-6 Oct.  The 29 Sept also 

produced single Great Skua and Arctic Skua plus a 

latish Gannet off Heysham.  At least 2 and probably 12 

Razorbill were off Heysham on 16/11. 

A Long-eared Owl was seen in early November in 

screening planting by Salt Ayre.   

Waders were highlighted by an American Golden 

Plover at Cockersands on 28 Oct and possibly the same 

bird at Heversham on 30 Oct.  A Pectoral Sandpiper 

was reported on the EM pools on 10 Sept and another 

in the Lyth Valley 10-11 Sept. 

 

Second winter period 

Some lingerers have already been mentioned.  The 

Czech-ringed Mediterranean Gull returned to the 

Heysham north harbour wall (first seen in 2003 as a 

juvenile), two Marsh Harrier were wintering at Leighton 

Moss with another roaming the north Fylde and a 

hybrid drake American x Eurasian Wigeon was found at 

the Snab on 24 Dec, preceded by the first Great White 

Egret for the Lune valley seen at two sites.  Waxwings 

(and the large number of winter thrushes) were the 

main feature with restless flocks whizzing about and 

rarely remaining for any length of time at a given site.  

The largest reported flock was up to 58 at White Cross 

near Lancaster RLI and sites with a regular presence at 

one time or another included Arcon House, Scotforth 

and various Arnside sites.  Much more erratic 

appearances, or indeed one-offs, were from several 

Morecambe and Lancaster sites, Burton in Lonsdale, 

Wray, and Forton.  I'm sure there will be more to add 

on this species.  Please keep looking! 

Pete Marsh 

Linnet jumping                   J Packham 
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Mammals 2016 

Last Year I began my report with an account of a young 

Roe deer Capreolus capreolus kid growing over the 

course of the year in my local woods in Thurnham, 

gradually becoming more independent and grazing 

further from its mother.  By early this year, it had 

budded – two small buttons which short antlers would 

replace later on in the spring.  This established that it 

was a buck, and I was looking forward to watching his 

progress and the growth of his antlers.  Often, I only 

managed a glimpse from some distance as he bounded 

through the shrubby woodland.  

At the end of January, in the woods, I spotted the adult 

buck with velvet-covered antlers.  This was 

encouraging as I hadn’t seen as much of it lately – the 

rutting season is between July and August, which is 

when its presence has usually been most noticeable.  

The Roe deer is one of the species of mammals that 

are able to delay implantation of the embryo so, when 

the doe is impregnated during the rut, the embryo is 

not implanted until late December or early January.  

Although the gestation period lasts about ten months, 

actual development of the foetus takes about five 

months.  In February, the does were frequently 

sighted, as was the old-looking Brown Hare Lepus 

capensis that was resident there.  During February and 

March in particular, I regularly caught the musky scent 

of Fox Vulpes vulpes and found its tracks, usually in one 

patch of woodland, although I still haven’t established 

where its den is – possibly in a disused badger sett.  I 

haven’t seen the hare for months… 

Beyond the wood and Glasson branch of the canal, 

near the River Conder, there is another fox haunt, with 

tell-tale tracks, scent, feeding signs – including the 

remains of a moorhen one day - and scats.  The same 

route is obviously trodden regularly and a sign of some 

sort left to keep me happy - I often wonder if a fox is 

sitting in the thick undergrowth watching me as I scout 

around.  Recently, I found scats (deposited on 

molehills) and tracks following a muddy cattle path 

running alongside the canal on the opposite bank to 

the towpath, with little in the way of cover and 

bordering a field adjacent to the woodland.  My aim in 

2017 is to try to discover more about these local foxes 

and their habits – seeing more of them would be a 

start! 

Back in the woods, during the spring, I continued to 

see the female Roe Deer most weeks, and saw the 

adult buck again, but couldn’t spot the young one 

which, by this time, should more or less have reached 

independence.  Towards the end of April, I was really 

sad to find him dead one day, right at the far corner of 

the woods - he had almost made it through his first 

year.  I thought his position seemed rather odd and as 

my main concern had always been dogs walked in the 

woods off the lead, I suspected that he had been caught 

by one and perhaps moved into the corner out of sight 

by the owner.  I couldn’t be sure, however, the cause of 

death was difficult to establish since, by the time I found 

it, the body’s condition had deteriorated somewhat.  It 

had been the unmistakable smell of a dead creature 

that had led me to find it.  Such a shame that he didn’t 

survive. 

The two does continued to browse in the woods over 

the ensuing weeks.  Later in the year, when I mentioned 

to a keen bird-watching neighbour that I hadn’t seen a 

trace of these deer for ages, I was pleased to hear that 

he had come across about a dozen Roe Deer in a nearby 

wood, so I am hopeful that maybe more offspring will 

appear in my local woods, survive and flourish to 

adulthood. 

This year, the majority of records have again been 

provided by Gail Atkinson and Linda Renshaw.  Gail’s 

records again included several road casualties, with 

both hedgehog and rabbit victims near busy roads and 

traffic lights.  On one occasion, she discovered three 

dead rats at a roadside near her home (poisoned 

perhaps?).  She has recorded plenty of Brown Hares, 

which is encouraging, and has continued to monitor 

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus behaviour in her 

garden.  One of Linda’s highlights was a creature she 

discovered in a tree near the River Lune at Arkholme.  

Seeing that the funny-coloured, brown lump she had 

spotted was not fungus as she had first assumed, but 

fur, she realised it was a Mink Mustela lutreola.  Not 

content with mere identification, Linda crept towards it, 

talking quietly, and as the Mink moved further up the 

tree, she climbed up into the tree next to it and chatted 

to it for twenty minutes!  When she climbed down, the 

Mink followed, nose first, and she left it sitting by the 

tree.  About fifty yards further on, Linda saw another 

Mink, hunting in a stagnant pond (probably too busy for 

a chat!).  I presume there were no passers-by; I wonder 

what they would have made of the scene?  I often 

wonder what walkers would say if they caught me 

peering at a pile of droppings, or worse still (in their 

eyes) photographing it – some people just wouldn’t 

understand this interest we have! 

Cis Brook 
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Arachnid Report 2016 

This year only two people sent in any records of the spiders they have seen.  Often, a photo taken with a 

smartphone may be all that is required along with date and place information.  Unfortunately, I was unable to get 

to most of the summer meetings. 

The records are: 

 
 

The Spider Recording Scheme, run by the British Arachnological Society, has a website with records for the national 

distribution of each species as well as ‘easily recognised species’.  Records can be viewed by anyone but can also be 

entered if registered and verified by the society.  Please contact me to add observations as a blank represents an 

assumed absence and not just under-recording.  In this way, the record for Hygrolycosa rubrofasicata is being 

checked and hopefully confirmed when the site will be revisited in 2017.  It looks as if the distribution may be more 

widespread than indicated by the map though locally limited to specific habitats.  

Website is:  http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk 
Please contact me to help find more information about this fascinating group of arthropods. 

Chris Workman 

Common name Family Species Habitat 

Crab spider Thomisidae Xysticus cristatus Carnforth ironworks 

Crab spider Thomisidae Xysticus erraticus Eaves Wood 

Jumping spider Salticidae Salticus scenicus Carnforth ironworks 

Wolf spider Lycosidae Pardosa pullata Fairfield LNR 

Wolf spider Lycosidae Hygrolycosa rubrofasicata Freemans Pools 

Comb footed spider Theridiidae Theridium impressum Fairfield LNR 

Comb footed spider Theridiidae Enogplognatha ovata Fairfield LNR, 
Middleton NR 

Orb web spinners Araneidae Larinoides cornutus Fleetwood marsh NR 

Ladybirds 

Everyone knows ladybirds and they are easy to 

recognize but this year there have been times, 

weeks on end, when I’ve only come across the odd 

one or two on my outings.  Mike Bloomfield, the 

previous ladybird recorder, remarked to me in an 

email that in all the years he’s been watching 

wildlife, never has he seen so few ladybirds in a 

season.  Nevertheless, a few people have sent me 

records and thanks to Mike Bloomfield, Anne 

Smith, Michael Foley, Chris Workman, Linda 

Renshaw and Barbara Crooks for those. [ all 

records and/or emailed photos are very welcome] 

The year started with a number of Harlequin 

Ladybird Harmonia axyridis sightings in and 

outside my house (Lancaster) from the 10th of 

February onwards – more on that later!  I also 

found a dead Pine Ladybird Exochomus 

quadripustulatus inside on a kitchen windowsill.  

The name ‘pine’ is a little misleading because, 

while it is common on pines, it also occurs on 

various deciduous trees.  It is one of the first 

ladybirds to emerge after overwintering and so it 

is a welcome early indication of spring.  

Unfortunately, this one must have used my 

window frame as an overwintering site and got 

stuck on the inside upon awakening. 

A total of twelve species have been recorded this 

year including two records for the Water Ladybird 

Anisosticta novemdecimpunctata, one at 

Freeman’s Pools and the other on the Lancaster 

Canal at Glasson Dock.  The Water Ladybird lives 

http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk


20 

Water Ladybird               R Zloch 

February (2016), they emerged and, as well as 

spotting some outside, I had to evict about half a 

dozen that emerged inside the house.  This 

October, starting on the 19th, there were more 

than last year and they were arriving over a 

number of days.  I could 

see them generally 

heading in an upward 

direction looking for 

overwintering places.  

For several days, I had to 

brush them off my front 

door before entering the 

house to minimise the 

chances of them getting in.  In spite of this, they 

seemed to have found enough space above the 

door to get in as well as through some air vents.  I 

found at least a couple of dozen inside over a 

period of about a week that I had to tube and 

evict!  They are known to use domestic dwellings 

in extremely high numbers and it is not unusual to 

have 1000 individuals in one house.  As I write, I 

am probably sharing my house with several 

hundred Harlequins, most of them in the loft 

space.  I am sure I will find a few walking on the 

ceilings when they come out of their dormancy in 

spring! 

Rob Zloch 

on the water’s edge 

and feeds on aphids 

on reed and 

reedmace, etc.  It has 

the remarkable ability 

to change colour 

which is unique 

among British ladybirds.  In winter, they tuck 

themselves between dead reedmace leaves and, at 

this time, are buff coloured with 19 black spots; 

this gives them excellent camouflage in their 

winter habitat.  In the spring, they move to fresh 

reeds in search of aphids and their background 

colour changes from buff to a bright red, warning 

colour. 

I did see a fair number of 7-spot Ladybirds 

Coccinella septempunctata through the year in 

various places and I saw a good number in my 

garden - larval stages, pupae and adults.  This is 

heartening because we hear dire predictions for 

our native species at the hands (or should that be 

the tarsi?) of the Harlequin. 

Last year, on one particular day in mid-October 

(the 17th) I counted over 80 Harlequins on the 

walls of my house at one time.  I have an end 

house which does give them more area to land on.  

I imagine there were many more over that day and 

subsequent days, and I could see them heading for 

window frames, air vents and, mostly, into the 

eaves looking for overwintering sites.  This 

24 Spot Ladybird       M Foley 

22-spot Ladybird           M Foley 

Kidney spot Ladybirds             M Foley 

Orange Ladybirds           M Foley 
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Orthoptera report for 2016 

The 2016 season got off to an early start when Linda 

Renshaw and Pat Bromley found a Common Ground-

hopper Tetrix undulata at Foulshaw Moss as early as 

March 23.  Unlike bush-crickets and grasshoppers 

which overwinter as an egg, groundhoppers can be 

found in the adult stage all the year round, although 

this was a very early sighting, nevertheless.  During 

May, they followed this up with more of the same spe-

cies at Carnforth Ironworks and Middleton N R.  The 

first local sighting of a grasshopper was several nymphs 

of the Common Green which I came across at Latterbar-

row on May 23.  Others sightings followed soon after-

wards on Clougha by Linda, plus an interesting bright, 

pink-purple nymph which we found at Middleton N R at 

the end of the month.  During June, nymphs of most 

species were widely recorded but it wasn't until early 

July that the first adult crickets and grasshoppers were 

seen and the season could be considered fully under 

way. 

Probably the most exciting find of the season was a fe-

male Oak Bush-cricket Meconema thalassinum at Eaves 

Wood by Linda and Pat on August 12.  This appears to 

be the first record for the extreme northern part of Lan-

cashire (although it's known from nearby Arnside and 

to the south, in woods by the Ribble).  Four days later 

on Heathwaite, at a spot we have known in the past, 

Allen Holmes managed to find both a male and a fe-

male on a mature oak.  This extremely elusive, non-

stridulating and mainly nocturnal species is known to 

be attracted to light such as domestic windows at night 

and to MV moth traps.  With this in mind, Linda and 

Barbara Crooks, using such a trap, made a valiant but 

unsuccessful late evening attempt to re-find an old rec-

ord near Brigsteer. 

Sightings of Speckled Bush-cricket Leptophyes puncta-

tissima were appreciably down in number this year at 

its core locality in Eaves Wood.  Rather severe ground 

clearance during the winter had left the locality largely 

deprived of low-growing saplings, the typical home of 

the species.  Fortunately, some calls were picked up on 

the detector from the gardens below.  At the two other 

main sites for the species, Humphrey Head and below 

Whitbarrow Scar, records seemed to be fewer. 

We also noticed a reduction in records for the Dark 

Bush-cricket Pholidoptera griseoaptera  at its only 

known local locality on Heathwaite.  Here also, much of 

the ground vegetation has been cleared and this might 

be having a similar adverse effect on numbers as in the 

case of the Speckled-bush.  Several previously known 

spots here failed to provide sightings.  It is readily locat-

ed on the detector so the absence of calls in certain 

areas must be relevant. 

Bog-bush Crickets Metrioptera brachyptera were again 

found on the raised-bog mosses, such as Foulshaw and 

Meathop.  This species is doing well in these specialised 

habitats despite intrusive work such as boardwalk ex-

tension and repair. 

The extent of the very isolated population of Roesel's 

Bush-cricket Metrioptera roeselii (photo) near Fleet-

wood (otherwise not known north of the Midlands) 

continues to surprise.  Allen and myself located it at 

several points some distance to the north of the origi-

nal core population and Linda and Pat found it nearby 

similarly - as well as at new spots further to the south.  

We hope to eventually record the extent of this inter-

esting population in the form of a detailed map.  These 

Dark Bush-cricket             

Roesel’s Bush-Cricket 
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are beautiful, charismatic crickets, perhaps everyone’s 

idea of what a bush-cricket should look like. 

Throughout the season, Short-winged Coneheads Cono-

cephalus dorsalis were regularly found in many places 

along the coast, usually on salt-marsh.  This exception-

ally successful species has rapidly spread up the west 

coast recently and is now found as far north as western 

Scotland.  It is another cricket easily located on the de-

tector with its raucous call and is well adapted to 

(somehow) survive the highest tides even when the 

habitat which it favours is inundated. 

Common Green Omocestus viridulus and Field Chorthip-

pus brunneus Grasshoppers were also seen regularly in 

suitable habitats throughout the local area.  These are 

two locally-common species.  When searching for a rare 

ladybird at Middleton N R, Allen netted a startlingly col-

oured bright, pink-purple nymph of the Common 

Green. 

Mottled Grasshoppers Myrmeleotettix maculatus are 

much rarer and prefer short dry turf.  This year we had 

sightings at a new spot at Yealand Allottments (Mo 

Richards) as well as at previously known ones on 

Heathwaite and in the disused Carnforth Iron Works.  

Planned housing development at the latter, should it go 

ahead, will severely threaten this Grasshopper. 

Also locally scarce, is the Meadow Grasshopper Chor-

thippus parallelus this year only recorded at Foulshaw 

Moss and at a new locality well to the north by Mo at 

Yew Tree Tarn. 

Finally there are the two groundhoppers.  A welcome 

new record was the scarcer Slender Groundhopper 

Tetrix subulata beside Freeman’s Pool, Aldcliffe, in July 

and reported by Steve Garland and Linda.  This is a dis-

tinctly uncommon species in our area and has not been 

re-found lately at Brockholes N R near Preston or at 

another known locality, Silverdale Moss.  The Common 

Groundhopper Tetrix undulata is more widespread and 

was seen this year at Middleton N R and at the threat-

ened iron works site at Carnforth.  Allen also made 

good finds of this as far away as Clitheroe. 

All considered, 2016 was another good season, the only 

downside being the reduced numbers at the core sites 

for Speckled Bush- and Dark Bush-crickets where the 

above-mentioned ground clearance during the winter 

will have had an effect.  Hopefully, the situation will 

improve there but, if not, a re-think regarding manage-

ment might be necessary.  Next year, it would also be 

useful to attempt to find the Slender Groundhopper at 

some new localities as well as to re-find it at the old 

ones? 

Thanks are due to those who have sent in records.  

These have now been incorporated into a single Excel 

spread-sheet and forwarded to the national Orthoptera 

Recording Scheme at Wallingford, Oxfordshire, who 

have replied thanking everyone who has contributed.  

As usual, Linda Renshaw and Pat Bromley have put in 

an enormous amount of time and effort locally, and 

Allen Holmes from Burnley, and Mo Richards from Con-

iston, have each made many valuable contributions as 

well.  However, there are only the five of us who are 

regularly active and so we are in serious need of addi-

tional recorders to do justice to the rich Orthoptera 

fauna hereabouts.  If anyone wishes to help, please 

contact me.  We now have a dedicated Facebook group 

where photos and comments are posted regularly.  This 

can be accessed by searching Facebook for “Orthoptera 

of North Lancashire and South Cumbria”. 

 Michael Foley, (Vice-county Recorder) November, 

2016. 

All Orthoptera photos credited to Michael Foley. 

N.B:  Michael wrote an illustrated article for the 2016 

Summer edition of ‘Keer to Kent’ on Bush-crickets in 

the AONB area.  He has also written one on Grasshop-

pers and Groundhoppers which is due to appear in the 

2017 Spring edition. 
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Butterflies 

If 2015 was bad, 2016 was even worse.  Declines 

in transect counts of the rarest species continued, 

and many recorders also commented on the 

scarcity of species such as Large White Pieris 

brassicae and Small White P.rapae which are 

normally common garden visitors.  We can only 

speculate on the causes, but the wet winter, 

floods and late spring may well be at least partly 

responsible. 

One factor in butterfly ecology and population 

dynamics is predation, and rather than bang on 

about how miserable it is to see our butterflies 

disappearing before our eyes and make everyone 

else as thoroughly depressed about it as I am, I 

thought it would be more interesting to look at 

one aspect of predation – that is parasitism. 

There are several species of flies and wasps that 

specialise in parasitizing butterflies, usually in the 

larval stage, and they can have a profound effect 

on populations.  It’s been recognised for many 

years that Holly Blues Celastrina argiolus and 

Marsh Fritillaries Euphydryas aurinia in particular 

have dramatic boom/bust cycles with their specific 

parasitoids.  With Holly Blue, it’s the wasp 

Listrodomus nycthemerus which injects its egg into 

the Holly Blue caterpillar, eventually killing it in 

the pupal stage.  The parasitic wasp hatches from 

the pupa and goes on to do the same to the next 

generation.  When parasite populations are small, 

Holly Blue numbers can build up quickly given 

good conditions, but soon the parasite population 

also increases and causes the Holly Blues to crash.  

Of course, if a species-specific parasite were to kill 

off all their host species, they would be causing 

their own extinction. 

Small Tortoiseshells Aglais urticae and Peacocks 

Inachis io, which lay their eggs in large masses of 

around 200, make easy targets for parasites once 

the caterpillars hatch out.  The caterpillars spin a 

tent of silk over the group which affords some 

protection but also makes the caterpillars even 

more obvious.  Around 90% of caterpillars can be 

parasitized which clearly can make a big dent in 

populations.  In the case of these species, the 

culprit is commonly a fly Phryxe vulgaris or Phryxe 

nemea, where a single large parasite grub emerges 

from the pupa, though, since the 1990’s, there has 

also been another identified – Sturmia bella, which 

has colonised the UK and, in this case, the parasite 

emerges from the caterpillar as it goes into 

pupation.  Other vanessid species such as Comma 

Polygonium c-album, Red Admiral Vanessa 

Atalanta and Painted Lady Vanessa cardui that lay 

their eggs singly are less prone to mass attack. 

The Large White butterfly is also subject to 

parasitoid attack and, when parasitized, the 

caterpillars take on characteristic behaviour when 

they would normally be about to pupate.  The 

caterpillars climb up walls before anchoring 

themselves where the grubs of the parasite 

emerge from the body of the still-living caterpillar.  

There was one notorious case which made the 

national press:  thousands of parasitized 

caterpillars climbed the walls of a marquee in 

which a wedding reception was taking place and, 

on reaching the apex of the roof, fell off into the 

buffet.  The fire brigade were called!  This parasite 

is Apanteles glomeratus and multiple parasites 

emerge from the affected larvae, as can be seen in 

the picture. (over page). 

Now, you might think that the food plant of the 

Large White Caterpillars, mainly cabbages and 

other brassicas, are hapless victims.  But we now 

Parasite (tachinid fly) emerged from the caterpillar of a Small 

Tortoiseshell             L Sivell 
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know that the attacked plants emit a pheromone 

into the air which actively attracts the parasitic 

insects.  This will have the effect of reducing the 

numbers of the subsequent generation of 

munching caterpillars. 

When rearing Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina in 

captivity as part of the project to increase its 

numbers at Gait Barrows, I found one Duke that 

had the pupa of a parasitoid, clearly emerged from 

the Duke’s pupa by the side of it.  I was later told it 

was the first ever recorded case of parasitism in 

this species by Dr Mark Shaw (previously at the 

National museums of Scotland, now retired, and 

the top specialist in the parasitism of Lepidoptera).  

The parasitoid, in its cocoon, was sent to Dr Shaw, 

who examined it and decided it was ‘Clearly a 

Campopleginae (Ichneumonidae) and almost 

certainly a species of Campoletis or Hyposetes’, but 

as it did not hatch, its exact species could not be 

determined. 

In recent years, it has been discovered that the 

Painted Lady’s migration is triggered by parasitism.  

The species can breed all year round in the warmer 

climes of Morocco, but when its parasite, the 

Cotesia (C. vanessae or C. vestalis) wasp emerges in 

May, the butterflies start a northward migration to 

escape it.  The beginning of the migration and the 

wasps’ emergence have been found to correspond.  

In 2016, in north Lancashire, we had a rather good 

influx of Painted Ladies, mainly along coastal areas 

that began in May-June and lasted well into 

October. 

Large White  larva and parasitic cocoons             

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus also did fairly well.  

Numbers were lower at many sites but new areas 

had records, some that are quite distant from 

nearest sites.   

The fritillaries, our rarities?  Some things are better 

left unsaid. 

And don’t go thinking you’re immune from 

parasites.  There are about 400 species that 

parasitize humans, and a recent school of thought 

is that the rise in allergies is due to the absence of 

them when people’s lives have become too sterile.  

There are tiny mites living in your eyebrows – and 

mine.  Don’t worry, they won’t do you any harm! 

‘The Life That Lives on Man’ by Michael Andrews is 

recommended reading.  True horror....... 

Laura Sivell 

All photos by L Sivell 

Painted Lady       

Mating Ringlets 
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Moth report 2016 

For various reasons, it was a rather low key mothing 

year for our area of VC60, with tried and trusted sites 

visited perhaps less intensively than in 2015, certainly 

in the case of the author especially with respect to the 

excellent Docker Moor site.  This meant that several 

'out of garden' species, especially those with limited 

emergence periods which missed out on the more 

intermittent trapping effort, were in very low numbers.  

The notable exceptions were the great effort put in by 

Carolyn & Steve Palmer and Barry Dyson in the SD35 

Fluke Hall area and Justine Patton's efforts in various 

woodland sites, often requiring a long slog and steep 

slopes, especially the Aughton Woods area. 

The Microlepidoptera section of this report is rather 

limited as quite a few potential key species have yet to 

be identified in what might be described as a genitalia 

determined backlog!  This reveals just how reliant we 

are on key individuals who have the necessary skills to 

fully confirm the specific identity of many of the 

(usually smaller) moths.  Thanks to John, Steve and 

Nigel.  Notable 'micro' records include:  Eriocrania 

sparrmannella from Heysham Moss LWT on 4/5 

(Justine Patton – (JP)); Bankesia conspurcatella from 

the famous (e.g. Waved Black) Carnforth Station 

underpass on 25/1 and 9/3 (Tim Hutchison – (TH)); 

Pammene splendidulana (2nd VC60 record) from 

Birkbank on 27/5 (John Girdley – (JG)); the localised 

Agonopterix conterminella on Heysham Moss on 26/7 

(JP) and a whole series of records of Mompha 

jurassicella from Morecambe Westgate, Morecambe 

Morrisons complex area, Mellishaw Lane and Heysham 

NR toilet trap comprising 10 individuals (JP, Pete Marsh  

(PM)).  This is definitely the Lancashire hotspot for this 

species!  Phtheochroa inopiana saw 6 records at its 

main site at Heysham NR toilet trap, reflecting the 

amount of Common Fleabane.  The upland limestone of 

Leck produced two more records of Eudonia murana 

from an observer who encounters it regularly in his 

usual nearby upland Yorkshire Dales sites (Terry 

Whitaker (TW)). 

The only clearwing which has been submitted this year 

(apparently one 2015-prolific Currant Clearwing site 

was sprayed) was a Lunar Hornet found on a car 

bonnet next to the requisite willow tree at Wennington 

on 13/6 (Jackie and Willis Harrison).  Barred Hook-tip 

has been absent for a few years, so it was good to see 

three records from Warton and Yealand Conyers 

gardens (Brian Hancock (BH) and Peter Stevens (PS)). 

Heysham Moss LWT is becoming the best site for 

observing the day-flying Orange Underwing and 

hopefully this isolated, prolific population will find the 

railway corridor suitable for colonising the birches at 

Heysham NR (JP et al) 

A Clay Triple-lines at Westgate, Morecambe was a 

surprise for an observer who usually encounters it 

(including 2016) on the eastern side of Warton Crag 

(JP).  Red Twin-spot Carpet once again confirmed that 

it is a single-brooded, early summer species of 

moorland or moorland edge sites with records from 

Thrushgill, Docker Moor, Starkers Moor, Ashleys Farm 

(near Perry Moor) and Leck Fell.  In the same habitat 

but restricted, as far as we know, to a single bedstraw-

filled ride at Thrushgill plantation, is the day-flying 

Small Argent and Sable and a suitable afternoon visit 

on 10/6 revealed at least 6 individuals (flying with Red 

Twin-spot Carpet) (Jean Roberts (JR), PM).  Also in 

SD66 in lowland Wray, two Spinach were a welcome 

garden trap record on 19/7 (Gary Jones (GJ)) for an 

observer aware of the pitfalls of misidentifying 

Northern Spinach off the fells  

The nationally-endangered Netted Carpet saw double 

last year's larval count at 84 individuals in the Hyning 

woodland area but the status of the foodplant - Yellow 

touch-me-not Balsam - is giving cause for concern, as 

was the paucity of adult moths with just 8 individuals 

to light/torchlight we are aware of  (Dave Grundy (DH), 

SP, BH, JP, P Hatcher).  A Beech-green Carpet at 

perhaps its most reliable site (unless the Leck valley is 

Treble Bar         J Packham 
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covered), Gaitbarrows on 12/8 (JP) was welcome.  

Ruddy Highflyer is now clearly established at two sites, 

Heysham Moss and Heysham NR with two each 

recorded this year (JP, PM).  Pretty Chalk Carpet has 

been sporadically recorded away from its Jack Scout 

stronghold as per scattered Traveller's Joy and this year 

one was found at Hyning Scout Wood on 22/7 (BH).  

Little Emerald, day flying, was recorded on Birk Bank on 

27/5 (JG). 

The cave-hibernating Tissue was located at Burton Well 

cave, Link Pothole Easegill, Lower Kirk Easegill and 

Warton Crag Dog Holes Cave (top score with 15) (Gail 

Armstrong (GA) and Gary Hedges (GH)).  However, they 

were also a welcome 'first for the garden' at Wray West 

on 9/5 (GJ) and Ashleys Farm on 24/9 (PM). 

The stars of the show, macro-moth-wise, at the 

aforementioned Fluke Hall effort were two Grass 

Rivulet on 5/6 and 23/6 (SP, Carolyn Palmer (CP), Barry 

Dyson (BD)).  These are very scarce in VC60.  Pugs are 

always worthy of a mention and I've selected the four 

Haworth's Pug recorded in BH's garden at Yealand 

Conyers and Toadflax Pug recorded away from 

Heysham NR with two larvae at Middleton NR on 15/9 

and an adult nearby at the old Pontin's site on 24/8 (JP).  

A Netted Pug in BH's garden in Yealand Conyers on 10/6 

was an excellent record, as were two Ochreous Pug at 

Docker Moor on 26/5 (PM) and a Shaded Pug away 

from Heysham/Middleton at Sunderland Point on 9/6 

(JR).  Perhaps the 'star pug', however, was a Plain Pug 

on the shore at Bolton-le-Sands with the requisite food 

plant nearby on 22/6 (Steve Garland (SG)). 

The nationally scarce Barred-Tooth Striped was 

recorded very late this year with none prior to 14/4.  

Just the one general area, Warton Crag LWT, was 

productive this year with two traps producing 12 and 

11 respectively and 16 other individuals noted, some 

daytime finds (JP).  The even more threatened V-Moth, 

albeit with a stronghold in NW Lancs/Lyth valley, saw 

an excellent record from Silverdale Moss RSPB on 10/7 

(JP), a welcome record from the Leighton Moss orchard 

trap on 22/7 along with two more predictable Warton 

garden records (PS). 

Along with a record from Catterall just to the south of 

our area, August Thorn at Warton on 7/9 was a great 

record with another from the same family being equally 

welcome in the form of a Lilac Beauty at the 

Hermitage, Halton on 27/6 (Steve Graham (SG)).  One 

of our other nationally scarce species, Belted Beauty 

was another late starter in the April weather with peak 

adult counts of 40 on 17 April and 32 on 23 April 

(Lancashire Moth Group). 

When you think of moth numbers and 'plagues in 

traps', the first species which comes to mind is Large 

Yellow Underwing.  However the LYU trap maximum 

was only 165 in 2016 and the money in recent years 

has been on Mottled Umber on a decent late autumn/

early winter night in Aughton Woods, Buff Footman at 

Docker Moor or Dark Brocade on the moorlands of 

Botton Head in early-mid June.  The first and last of 

these species obliged in 2016 but were run very close 

by Broom Moth at Botton Head.  More on the noctuids 

later, but 71 Scarce and 335 Mottled Umber at 

Aughton on 2/12 (JP) was in fact a low catch compared 

to the previous year with over 1000 of the latter!   

Annulet away from Gaitbarrows are notable and there 

were singles at Silverdale Moss RSPB on 19/7 and 

Warton Crag LNR on 10/8 (JP).  Grey Scalloped Bar is an 

excellent record away from the Trough of Bowland and 

one was fortunately located outside the trap at 

Crossdale Grains (thanks for cutting the grass Wolfy!) 

on 3/7. 

The national moth night theme was 'hawk moths' and 

the excellent night of 9/6 saw fell-edge trap deployed 

in order to stand the best chance of the two Elephant 

Hawk-moth species.  This worked a treat at Greenbank 

Farm, Thrushgill with 33 Elephant and 25 Small 

Elephant in a single trap and indeed the SD66 'trap 

round' for that night saw all 5 of the species you could 

expect up here.  Puss Moths are nowhere near as Yellow Shell               L Sivell 
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common as they used to be and the two records were 

very welcome - Morecambe Westgate on 2/6 (JP) and 

Bolton-le-Sands on 4/6 (SG).  After appearing to want 

to colonise a few years ago and then completely 

disappearing,  Black Arches made a single return in the 

Leighton Moss trap on 19/8 (Irene Mower (IM), (BH) 

and similarly welcome there was a Four-dotted 

Footman on 27/6.  Dingy Footman is now more 

numerous than Common Footman at Heysham NR but 

the largest single catch was 45 at Heysham Moss LWT 

on 31/7 (JP)  contrasting with modest numbers of Buff 

Footman at e g  Docker Moor for a change. 

Heart and Club consolidated at Heysham NR after last 

year's influx with a preponderance of the more tricky 

darker forms, so do watch out for this compact and 

'stubby' species amongst the Turnip Moth and Heart 

and Dart 

The midsummer Fen Square Spot was found at a few 

upland sites near mossland and three were recorded at 

Ashley's Farm with the likely source, Perry Moor, 

within visual range 1/2km to the north (PM).  There 

were a few wandering Triple -spotted Clay away from 

the AONB limestone stronghold which were given the 

necessary due care and attention as regards 

identification whilst recorded as singletons at 

Morecambe Westgate (JP), the Hermitage (SG) and 

Bolton-le-Sands (SG).  I've seen more likely 

misidentification of this species on the internet than 

any other, apart from perhaps Red Twin-spot Carpet. 

Two species which have become much scarcer are 

Nutmeg and Shears.  The former was a welcome 

record at Fluke Hall (SP, CP, BD) and the latter seems to 

be becoming most reliable in its darker upland form 

and was recorded as such near Lost John's Cave on 

Leck fell (TW et al).  More surprising, however, was just 

a single record of Grey Arches - in a Warton Garden on 

11/6 (Martin Elsworth (ME)). 

Broad-barred White is an 'annual ones and twos' and 

this year the sole record was from Heysham NR on 7/6.  

The related Marbled Coronet is a slightly more regular 

lowland species and a record from the Hermitage on 

4/7 (SG) was a welcome slight range extension.  After 

the excellent numbers in 2015, Lead-coloured Drab at 

Herring Head Wood produced just 6 records from four 

visits but one of these did include a singing Firecrest! 

A Striped Wainscot in a Warton Garden on 22/6 (PS) 

continued the 'occasional scattered record' status of 

this species in recent years as regards the whole county.  

Occasional permission to trap is the order of the day at 

Millhouses where the target species on 30/10 saw an 

excellent 42 Sprawler (PM) with a singleton at the 

Hermitage also an excellent record (SG).   The most 

prolific single trap in the region was at Middle Gill in 

upper Hindburndale on national moth night 9/6 and this 

included 320 Dark Brocade and 309 Broom Moth!   

One of the surprises of the year was the resurrection of 

Lunar Underwing from what seemed a boom and 

terminally bust scenario in this area with 16 in the 

Sunderland Point trap between 21/9 and 8/10 (PM).  

Two rather similar species which occurred together in 

good numbers were Alder Moth (16) and Coronet (13) 

at Greenbank, Thrushgill on the superb night of 9/6.  

The unobtrusive and sometimes elusive Small Rufous 

saw seven records on three nights at Heysham Moss 

(JP) and welcome singletons at Heysham Road (John 

Holding (JH))  and the Hermitage (SG).  At the backend 

of the checklist, three Gold Spangle records from 

Yealand Conyers are worthy of mention for a species 

which has become very scarce recently (BH) and indeed 

the only other record was from Middle Gill (PM).  

Finally, Marsh Oblique-barred put on a mini-show at 

Heysham Moss with six located during the day at this 

known site/predictable specialised habitat on 3/7 (JP). 

Migrant Moths 2016 

The year was dominated by a massive Diamond-back 

Moth invasion and it all became political as the Daily 

Mail used it in its regular 'European insects invading 

Britain' drivel by suggesting the British Christmas Dinner 

was under threat as they had eaten all our 

Diamond-back moth                    J Packham 
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sprouts......on the morning I received a nice big bag full 

in the organic veg delivery box.  Counts 'in the 

hundreds' were received by people walking through 

coastal grassland, notably 700 at Fluke Hall on 5/6 (SP, 

CP and BD).  No Antler-moth-like devastation of 

vegetation or crops was reported in this area.  In 

contrast, Rusty Dot Pearl and Rush Veneer had more 

modest years as the late autumn/early winter invasion 

of the former did not reach this far north.  Rusty Dot 

Pearl was mainly recorded at Sunderland Point with 8 

records on 6 nights 25/8 to 21/9, two at Heysham road 

(JH) and singles at Leighton Moss and Westgate (JP).  

Rush Veneer saw 9 singletons at Sunderland Point 30/8

-4/10, three in September at Heysham Road (JH), 

singles at Ashley's Farm on 14/9 and 29/9, singles at 

Heysham NR on 12/6 and 25/7 and singles at Leighton 

Moss on 14/6 and 13/9. 

As regards the rest of the migrants, the year had its 

moments, especially for those who persevered in late 

autumn and in one case went for the 'longshot' of 

something decent overnight 6-7/12.  This included a 

session at Millhouses, deep in the oakwoods of the 

Hindburn valley and not the place to predict the first 

December record of White Speck for northern Britain! 

Other species recorded during the year included a 

decent run of Vestal, mainly at Morecambe Westgate 

(4 on 15-19/9) and Sunderland point (singles 19 & 23/9) 

with singletons at Ashleys Farm on 27/8 and Heysham 

road on 17/9 (JP, PM, JH).  A Gem was at Yealand 

Conyers on 27/10 (BH) and a dead Convolvulus Hawk-

moth at SD497714 on 16/9 (Linda Renshaw). 

Dark Sword Grass was scarce this year with just 9 

records from 1/8 to 29/10 with two each from 

Heysham Road (JH), Leighton Moss (BH), Sunderland 

Point (PM), Warton Crag LNR (JP) and a singleton from 

the Hermitage (SG).  A Scarce Bordered Straw was 

recorded at Heysham Road on 24/9 (JH) and the 

average numbers of Silver Y peaked at Sunderland 

Point with 24 on each of 14/9 and 16/10. 

Pete Marsh 

Dragonflies 

The year was not a very good year for dragonflies.  

Unfortunately, the only records I received were from 

Linda Renshaw together with a few from Steve and 

myself and some on iRecord. 

There were a few records for Banded Demoiselle from 

around the Keer, just 2 Common Blue Damselflies from 

Leighton Moss and Gait Barrows with several Blue-

tailed Damselflies from Leighton Moss and Bolton le 

Sands.  The only Large Red Damselfly record was also 

from Bolton le Sands but there were no Azure 

Damselfly records. 

There were also no Common Hawker records.  This year 

there were more records of Southern Hawker found 

around the pond in our garden in Bolton-le-Sands, 

starting unusually early on 26 May, as well as a couple 

of records from Linda.  Brown Hawker was again better 

recorded, with 10 records from around the area, 

mainly in July but one early record on 20 June.  There 

was only 1 record of Migrant Hawker in August. 

There were 7 records of Emperor Dragonfly from early 

June to 19 July. 

Broad-bodied Chaser was recorded 7 times from 29 

May to 14 July and there were 6 Lancashire records of 

Four-spotted Chaser, 4 from Middleton, one at 

Heysham and one at Trowbarrow Quarry. 

There were 8 records of Black-tailed Skimmer from 31 

May to 23 July with records from Middleton, Leighton 

Moss, Myers Allotment and Gait Barrows. 

There were no records of Black Darter this year.  There 

were only 7 Common Darter records, from all over the 

area, with records from the beginning of July to the 

end of August.  However, Red-veined Darter was not 

recorded at all, after having such a good year in 2015. 

Thank you to Linda Renshaw for all her records, 

without which there would have been even less to 

report.   

Belinda Garland Large Red Damselfly           B Crooks 
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SHIELDBUG REPORT 2016 

This year I received 25 records (77 individuals, adults 

and larvae) from 6 recorders.  This was down on last 

year but did reflect the low numbers I saw in my 

garden. 

Last year we had a record for Lancashire of Blue bug 

Zicrona caerulea, (previously recorded in Cumbria) for 

the first time. 

This year I was delighted to get a record from Linda 

Renshaw of Heather Bug Rhacognathus punctatus.  This 

was seen on Meathop Moss in Cumbria, so please keep 

your eyes peeled when you are out and about in 

Lancashire.  It is generally blue/green to bronze with an 

orange/red mid line on the pronotum and orange red 

bands on the legs.  It is found on Heaths but is not 

common, and the larvae feed on Heather beetles from 

June to August. 

Anne Smith 

Sloe Bugs                  A Smith 

Report on Beetles and other insects in 2016 

(Comments on the abundance of species is based on a 

checklist for Cumbria as there has not been a Lancashire 

Checklist produced for around 100 years!) 

Among the rare beetles recorded was the tiny, 

flightless, ground-living grassland weevil Orthochaetes 

setiger found in our reserve at Aughton Woods.  

Another uncommon weevil was the waste-ground 

species Hypera suspiciosa which I found on a visit to 

Warton Tip with Linda Renshaw.  The last record of this 

in S Cumbria was in 1905 so it may be quite rare in our 

area.  On a warm afternoon in June, I caught a tiny 

beetle in flight at the edge of Thorpe Brow Woods 

which proved to be Vincenzellus ruficollis, a beautiful 

little orange and blue beetle that lives under bark. 

The Leaf beetle (Chrysomelidae) Phratora vitellinae was 

found on willows at Heysham Nature Reserve and the 

rare Skullcap-eating species Phyllobrotica 

quadrimaculata was recorded at Leighton Moss reserve 

- it is a distinctive yellow beetle with four black spots on 

its wing-cases.  It was good to find the rarely recorded 

tiny, black flea-beetle Hippuriphila modeeri at our 

Freeman's Pools Reserve where it was feeding on 

Equisetum.   

Dung Beetles are becoming much rarer these days.  This 

is thought to be caused by changes in farming practices.  

Fewer cattle are left to graze in the open and the thinly-

spread dung scattered over the fields is not very useful 

for beetles.  Also, much livestock is routinely given 

Ivermectin as an internal and external parasite control, 

with residues in the dung being bad for dung-feeding 

insects.  So it was good to record the quite common 

Aphodius depressus in Bolton le Sands in addition to the 

more usual Aphodius rufipes in my moth-trap.  More 

exciting though, was just over the border into Cumbria.  

A small dung beetle was netted in flight in November (!) 

in Park Wood and has been identified as Aphodius 

obliterates- one of only a couple of records for Cumbria 

in the last 20 years. 

 The rare Welsh Chafer Hoplia philanthus was quite 

common on flowers (especially Mallow) on the old 

quarry site in central Carnforth. 

Dead wood is a valuable habitat for insects and an 

examination of fungi on a log in Roeburndale Woods 

found numbers of Abdera biflexuosa - a pretty orange 

and black beetle with very few records in the area. 
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An interesting non-beetle record was of the Hairy-

legged Horsefly Hybomitra bimaculata at Leighton 

Moss. 

This year I have started to study craneflies and leaf-

hoppers too - but many are still to be identified, so will 

have to wait for the next Newsletter. 

One nice, non-insect record was of a good colony of the 

blind white woodlouse Platyarthrus hoffmanseggii at 

Carnforth Ironworks in ant nests (along with larvae of 

the rare hoverfly Microdon mutabilis). 

I now put all my records onto iRecord, so anyone who 

uses that has access to them all there. 

Steve Garland 

 

Field Meetings 

Ravens Crag, Whitbarrow, 19th May 

Despite a poor weather forecast for this day, 6 intrepid 

souls met at 1.30 pm in the parking area beside Ravens 

Lodge Farm which is situated at the southern end of 

Whitbarrow Scar.  Linda Renshaw, who knows the area 

well, had agreed to lead us on this walk which, in fine 

weather, can be particularly rewarding.  Before setting 

off we had a look at the family of Nuthatches nesting in 

the birdbox put up by the farmer on a tree, in the 

carpark.   

Although not forecast to begin until later in the day, a 

fine, persistent rain began just as we set off but, 

undeterred, we stepped out onto the path leading to 

the disused limestone quarry which extends up the 

south slope of Whitbarrow.  Linda pointed out fossils 

which are imbedded into the limestone rock, evidence 

of the crustaceans which used to live in the warm seas 

covering this area millennia ago.   

The Rock-rose growing on the quarry floor proved to 

be the scarcer Hoary Rock-rose Helianthemum canum 

with its narrower leaves.  Amongst other plants, we 

also found Bird`s Foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus, the 

dainty, mauve Fairy Foxglove Erinus alpinus, Wood 

Speedwell Veronica montana, Columbine Aquilegia 

vulgaris, Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens and 

Lady`s Smock Cardamine pratensis.  Horseshoe Vetch 

Hippocrepis comosa was also well established here on 

the slopes.  Linda had a look in the small pools which 

form in the dips and hollows of the rock and found 

Palmate Newts Triturus helveticus.   

We left the rather slippery slope of limestone and 

continued walking upwards on the path which borders Hoary Rock-rose               P Ross 

Fairy Foxglove              P Ross 
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a wooded area.  Here, we found a fresh-looking bracket 

fungus growing out of a fallen tree stump which we 

later identified as Chicken of the Woods Laetiporus 

sulphureus.  It is a widespread fungus which grows 

between May and September and its name is due to 

it`s texture and taste which resembles that of chicken.  

Although it is edible. it can cause gastric upsets in some 

people.  (Wild fungi should only be eaten if they have 

been identified by an expert).  Wild strawberry 

Fragaria vesca and Bluebells Endymion sps grew here 

whilst on the right-hand side of the path, at the base of 

the rocks, many Buddleia plants had self-seeded; in 

sunny conditions these attract butterflies including 

both small and large fritillaries.  

The path led us to a good viewing point at the top of 

the slope from where we could look across the busy 

A590 road towards Foulshaw Moss, the Lyth Valley and 

the Lakeland hills.  The rain seemed to have lessened, 

or perhaps we were just sheltered by the dense 

woodland which was carpeted by wild Ramsons Allium 

ursinum.  We continued on our way, now heading 

downhill on an old packhorse route which the quarry 

workers must have used many years ago.  Once at the 

bottom, we turned left onto a track heading back in the 

direction of Ravens Lodge Farm.  

The rain had stopped and as we walked along the track 

we saw Common Gromwell Lithospernum officinale, 

Wood Forget-me-not Myosotis sylvatica, Crosswort 

Galium cruciata, Lady’s Mantle Alchemilla vulgaris agg., 

Garlic Mustard Alliaria petiolata and Creeping Jenny 

Lysimachia nummularia.  As the weather brightened, 

Speckled Wood and Green-veined White butterflies 

were on the wing as well as Large Red Damselflies 

Pyrrhosoma nymphula. 

The track is bordered by a variety of plants including 

Bramble and is a good area to look for insects.  

Although the vegetation was very wet, we were able to 

find several Rose Chafer Beetles Cetonia aurata and 

Green Shield Bugs Palomina prasina.  The Chafers 

looked rather bedraggled, resting on sycamore leaves 

but the Shield Bugs were grouped together and intent 

on mating.  Linda told us that later in the summer, 

Speckled Bush-crickets can be found here along the 

banking of Bramble.  

We returned to our cars but before setting off we went 

to have a look in the clear stream which runs along the 

bottom of the quarry and found a shoal of sticklebacks.  

We all thanked Linda for leading us on this walk which 

would offer so much more in fine weather and we all 

agreed that we would like to return.  Everyone felt that 

this afternoon`s field trip had been very worthwhile – 

even though we had got rather damp!  

Barbara Crooks 

Chicken-of-the-woods            P Ross 

A Heysham Garden Bioblitz 12th June 

 

One of the innovations this group has made in the 
last few years is the “garden bio-blitz”.  This is 
nowhere near as destructive as it sounds – it just 
means that a lot of naturalists descend on a 
garden for a few hours and try to identify as many 
wild organisms as possible.  The latest in this 
series was held in the garden belonging to John 

and Elizabeth Holding.  They have spent the last 
forty-odd years cultivating a wildlife-friendly 
garden, so we thought it would be worth a look.  I 
should point out that the garden looks like a 
perfectly normal suburban garden and not a 
jungle.  Unfortunately, the weather was rather 
against us – in fact it poured all day.  This, 
combined with some excellent cake and biscuits 
indoors, meant that looking at the wildlife was 
mainly confined to brief dashes outside rather 
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than an ordered and thorough examination.  The 
indoor naturalists had something to look at though 
as John had run his moth trap the previous night. 

There is some difficulty in deciding which plants in 
a garden can be counted as wild.  There is no 
problem at the extremes, but there is a significant 
grey area.  For instance, John had planted Ragged-
robin Silene flos-cuculi near his pond, which is the 
sort of place you would expect it to grow.  But, as 
can be the way with garden plants, it died in its 
original spot but turned up in several other places.  
Fox-and-cubs Pilosella aurantiaca and Yellow Iris 
Iris pseudacorus are two others probably originally 
planted but now thoroughly naturalised.  In 
practice, I just recorded plants that looked wild to 
me. 

The orchids attracted the most attention – 
Twayblade Neottia ovata and Northern Marsh 
Orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella.  There was in fact a 
number of plants more typical of meadows and 
verges than of lawns:  the likes of Cocksfoot 
Cynosurus cristatus, Orpine Sedum telephium, 
Yellow Rattle Rhinathus vulgaris and Birdsfoot-
trefoil (Lotus sp.).  Of course, there were one or 
two of the more usual garden weeds as well, but I 
will say no more about those. 

Linda Renshaw dipped the pond and produced:   

Seven kinds of Ramshorn Snail, including a 
probable Segmentina complanata. 

Another pond snail, probably Lymnaea truncate. 

One round worm (nematode) – only real experts 
can identify these to species. 

One bloodworm – the larva of a Chironomid fly. 

Lots of hog lice (Isopoda:  Asellus aquaticus):  lives 
on dead organic matter and can tolerate low 
oxygen levels. 

One adult Common Frog Rana temporaria. 

Rob Zloch spent more time in the garden than 
anyone.  Despite the weather, he managed to find 
a few flies, as follows (by family):   

Dolichopodidae:  
     Dolichopus ungulatus  
     Dolichopus trivialis  
     Poecilobothrus nobilitatus  
Fanniidae:  
     Fannia fuscula  
Muscidae:  

     Coenosia tigrina  
Stratiomyidae (soldier fly):  
     Chloromyia Formosa. 

He was so keen he returned on a fine day and then 
found a number of hoverflies Syrphidae, as you 
might expect: 

Sphaerophoria sp (F) - females can't currently be 
separated 
Eristalis tenax (Stripe-eyed Dronefly) 
Eristalis pertinax (Tapered Dronefly) 
Eristalis arbustorum (Plain-faced Dronefly) 
Syritta pipiens 
Melanostoma scalare 
Melanostoma mellinum 
Episyrphus balteatus (Marmalade Hoverfly) 
Paragus haemorrhous 
and also more additions to the list of other flies. 

I would like to thank John and Elizabeth for their 
hospitality and especially their daughter Rachel 
whom, I gather, came just to look after us. 

If you would like your garden to be bio-blitzed, just 
contact the group.  Don't worry about providing 
refreshments, we are quite capable of looking 
after ourselves as we do on most of our 
expeditions. 

Martin Sherlock 

 

Minotoar beetle at Myers Allotment          A Smith 
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Freeman`s Pools 3rd July 

On a fine, Sunday afternoon, twelve of us met at the far 

end of Lancaster Quay where there was plenty of space 

for parking.  We had only a short, 7-minute walk to the 

nature reserve, along the narrow road which lies 

parallel to the Lune.  We planned to spend the 

afternoon doing a bio blitz of this small reserve which 

lies next to the River Lune.  Since 2009, it has been 

managed by the Lancashire Wildlife Trust on behalf of 

the Environment Agency.  Permission to enter the 

reserve is required from the Heysham Office of the LWT, 

but the flatness of the land means that it can be seen 

well from the perimeter fence.  A notice board provides 

a lot of useful information about the reserve and we all 

stopped to read it and to look across the expanse of the 

area. 

Freeman`s Pools was formed following flood defence 

work carried out by the Environment Agency in order to 

protect the low-lying part of Lancaster.  Borrow pits 

were excavated to provide material for the nearby 

embankment and a steep-sided pool was created with a 

shingle island.  Further scrapes or small pools have been 

made since; a reed bed was planted and a large area of 

the reserve is now a well-established fen and wet 

grassland habitat.  Cattle are used to graze the grassy 

areas in order to control soft rush and to create a more 

diverse habitat; they were on the reserve during our 

visit, quietly eating and ignoring our presence. 

Alder trees were planted and a small wooded area is 

now well established along the western border of the 

reserve:  it is fenced off to protect it from the cattle and 

we were unable to go there.  It contains young Black 

Poplar Populus nigra trees, which were planted as 

saplings in the early development of the site.  Some of 

these originated from a mature, female tree that stands 

within the adjacent Freeman`s Wood Biological 

Heritage Site.  Black Poplars are a dioecious species 

and, to aid regeneration, the Trust introduced male 

Black Poplar saplings onto the site, sourced from 

Brockholes NR near Preston.  This species was once a 

feature of seasonally-inundated, floodplain woods; a 

habitat that has now all but disappeared from our 

landscape.  There are very few native Black Poplars in 

Lancashire where the species is on the northern edge 

of its range, so the propagation of these trees has been 

important for their continuation. 

Narrow-bordered Five-Spot Burnet           R Zloch 

Miris striatus              R Zloch 
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Unlocking the gate, situated in one corner of the 

reserve, we slowly began to spread out, armed with 

various nets, tubs, cameras and identification charts.  

The site has been a valuable one for wildfowl and 

waders and the shingle island has been used by such 

species as Little Ringed Plover.  On our visit, House 

Martins and noisy Oyster Catchers flew over our heads 

and we were pleased to see a Kestrel flying.  Small 

Egrets were feeding at the far end of the main pool as 

well as, surprisingly, a small group of Grey Partridge; 

Blackcap and Wren sang from the woodland. 

Four-spotted Chasers Libellila quadrimaculata and 

Emperor Dragonflies Anax imperator flew over the reed 

beds whilst the plentiful flora attracted Large and Small 

Skipper, Small Tortoiseshell and Meadow Brown 

butterflies.  Plants such as Greater Bird`s-foot Trefoil 

Lotus pedunculatus, Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre, 

Creeping Spear Thistle C.Arvense, Fleabane Pulicaria 

dysenterica and Annual Wall-rocket Diplotaxis  muralis 

attracted a good number of moths including Barred 

Straw Eulithis pyraliata, Six-spot Burnet Zygaena 

filipendulae stephensi and the rarer Narrow bordered 

Five-Spot Burnet Z. lonicerae.  

Steve Garland made a rare find of the Slender Ground 

Hopper Tetrix subulata.  The Short -winged Conehead 

Conocephalus discolour, known to populate this stretch 

of the estuary, was also found by Linda Renshaw.  

Martin Sherlock was pleased to find a Water Ladybird 

Anisosticta 19-punctata as well as the more well 

known7-Spot Cocinella 7-punctata.  A Forest Shield Bug 

Pentatoma rufipes was found and identified and several 

large and well-marked bugs, Miris striatus, which feed 

on small insects such as aphids as well as the eggs and 

larvae of moths and beetles. 

Some of us were able to identify False Fox Sedge Carex 

otrubae and Spiked Sedge C.spicata from our books as 

well as Jointed and Compact Rush Juncus articulatus 

and J. conglomeratus.  As expected in this wet habitat, 

we found Sea Plantain Plantago maritima, Marsh 

Orchid Hybrid Dactylorhiza sp., Water Crowfoot sp. 

Ranunculus subgenus Batrachium, Spurry sp., Mimulus 

Mimulus guttatus and Water Mint Mentha Aquatica. 

We were unable to walk to the far end of the reserve 

because of the density of the vegetation and the 

wetness of the area, but there was plenty to keep 

everyone busy all afternoon and more species were 

uncovered as we made our way slowly back to the 

gate.  Just before the gate, in several large patches of 

stinging Nettles, we discovered groups of Peacock and 

Small Tortoiseshell caterpillars.  The former is more 

velvet-black with conspicuous white dots and long, 

branched black spines, whereas the latter varies in 

body colour but is more commonly yellow with dense 

black dots and spines.  Both species of caterpillar live 

gregariously until nearly fully grown.  It was very useful 

to compare the two, different species together on the 

same food plant. 

Everyone enjoyed the visit to Freeman`s Pools and 

concluded that it was well worth making a return visit, 

perhaps choosing a different time of the year.  All 

records were forwarded to Steve Ryder, LWT officer 

who manages the site. 

Barbara Crooks 

Southerscales, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Reserve 

On the 6th August 2016, we visited this fascinating 

reserve, sitting on the lower slopes of the magnificent 

Ingleborough mountain near the village of Chapel le 

Dale.  We were guided around the Reserve by Roger 

and Liz Neale who are the honorary wardens.  It sits on 

the Carboniferous Limestone for which this area of 

Yorkshire is famous, but at its upper end this is overlaid 

with peat, providing a huge contrast in vegetation and 

other wildlife. 

As we passed through the fields below the reserve we 

had a close look at some healthy plants of Fat Hen 

Chenopodium album growing on disturbed ground by a 

gate.  There were also a few older trees here with 

some large, dead branches.  These had been bored by 

the Rhinoceros Beetle Sinodendron cylindricum and I 
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managed to find the distinctive wing-cases of one 

recently dead adult as well as a live larva. 

Once on the reserve, we were treated to a wealth of 

wild flowers, so typical of limestone grassland.  A 

special treat was the number of Frog Orchids 

Coeloglossum viride growing in one area - I have never 

seen so many before on one site!  The flowers yielded a 

number of small insects, many still to be identified, but 

hoverflies included three species of Platycheirus 

(albimanus, clypeatus and ramsarensis).  Exploration of 

a dry bank on the slopes of a huge sink-hole revealed 

that there were many small solitary bees nesting, the 

Bloomed Furrow Bee and the Common Furrow Bee 

(Lasioglossum albipes and L. calceatus), both quite 

similar-looking common species. 

As we moved onto the limestone pavement, the 

vegetation became more sparse and insects harder to 

find.  However, I did record one of the large Violet 

Ground Beetles Carabus nemoralis out hunting in 

daylight.  A search of Ragwort Senecio jacobaea flowers 

revealed a small day-flying moth, Haworth's Minor 

Celaena haworthii.  It is a moorland species that had 

flown from the nearby peaty areas to nectar on the 

limestone flowers.  There were also one or two Dark-

green Fritillaries Argynnis aglaja around and one 

eventually stopped long enough for a photograph. 

The limestone grikes provided a good number of plants, 

including ferns.  In one area, nearly every grike seemed 

to contain masses of Baneberry Actaea spicata, a local 

speciality and at this time of year, many had ripe 

berries (poisonous - as you can tell from the name!). 

Frog Orchid                 P Ross 

Baneberry                P Ross 

             B Crooks 
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The peaty areas in the upper reserve provided a stark 

contrast with Purple Moor Grass Molinia caerulea, Ling 

Calluna vulgaris and rushes Juncus sp. growing on peaty 

soils.  In this area was also a small pond which had a 

number of Backswimmer Water-boatmen in it.  These 

were the typical acid-water, upland species Notonecta 

obliqua. 

All in all, an excellent day out in stunning scenery - and 

thank you to our guides and the Yorkshire Wildlife 

Trust. 

Steve Garland 

Miscellany 

Wildlife of the River Keer 

The wildlife of the River Keer valley has seen some 

significant changes over the past 60 years. 

Canalisation undertaken by the River Board (circa1960) 

severely degraded wildlife habitat in the middle and 

lower reaches, reducing the river to a straight, shallow 

drainage channel completely devoid of vegetation. 

This work, combined with 50 years of draining virtually 

every boggy field adjacent to the river to turn it into 

more productive green pastureland, has had a 

detrimental effect on a lot of the wildlife.  Previously, 

these boggy fields soaked up water in times of heavy 

rainfall, but also acted like a reservoir to feed the river 

in times of drought.  Tall, dark tussocks of rush growing 

in these damp areas were the coveted nesting sites of 

Curlews, now long gone. 

I miss hearing the calls of large flocks of Lapwings and 

the numerous Skylarks that nested in the lower Keer 

valley meadows.  They have disappeared into the ether 

of time, silenced by silage making.  This involves rolling 

the grass when it starts growing, and taking 3 cuts of 

grass as soon as soon as possible afterwards, which is a 

disaster for ground nesting birds. 

Otters had disappeared by 1972 and the first feral 

Mink arrived 5 years later.  Mink eat more or less the 

same diet as Otters but, being a lot smaller in size, they 

can squeeze into the burrows of Water Voles and 

decimate their population. 

Years later, there was some good news as the River`s 

habitat gradually improved and, with the help of a 

regeneration project, the Otters slowly returned.  In 

recent years, they have reached sufficient numbers to 

displace the Mink.  Bank Voles can still be found in the 

lower reaches of the River and I hope Water Voles will 

return in time (a project for the future perhaps?). 

The nimble Roe Deer, found the whole length of the 

River Keer valley, can easily skip over a fence or a five-

barred gate to browse on the riverbank. 

Hunting Red Foxes regularly patrol the riverside, mostly 

doing a good job helping to control rabbit and rat 

numbers.  But they will also predate waterfowl, mice 

and voles. 

Last summer, I remember standing quietly beside a tree 

watching a Buzzard drifting towards a group of Rabbits 

in the next field which is sandwiched between the river 

and the railway line.  The movement of a rusty-brown 

coloured animal on the railway line caught my eye.  It 

was a wily Fox and he too was intently watching the 

Buzzard.  The Buzzard swooped and missed his prey.  

Two, half-grown Rabbits bolted for the safety of the 

warren on the railways embankment.  I lost sight of the 

Fox but heard the high-pitched squeal of a rabbit.  

Moments later, the Fox reappeared and trotted off 

carrying his dinner.  How can you not admire such an 

opportunist? 

A small colony of Red Squirrels which inhabited Wash 

Dub Wood at the top of Keer Holme have disappeared 

and have been replaced by the more destructive Grey 

Squirrel.  Grey Squirrels are now living in every wood in 

the valley. 

Kingfishers are well established from the railway 

viaduct at Capernwray down to the estuary, but 

numbers vary from year to year, falling during a hard 

winter.  A few Dippers can be found upstream from 

Capernwray to Wash Dub Wood.  Barn Owls are 
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occasionally seen in the upper valley, along  with 

Buzzards, Kestrels and, in winter, the odd Merlin. 

Dragonflies and damselflies appear to be flourishing.  A 

newcomer, the Banded Demoiselle, which arrived in 

2004, has now colonised the river banks from High Keer 

Bridge on Kellet Lane down to Millhead road bridge.  

The stunning, navy blue male looks more like a butterfly 

as he flutters up and down guarding his territory at the 

water`s edge. 

Emperor Dragonflies, Brown and Southern Hawkers, 

Four-spotted Chasers and Common Darters are among 

the other species that can be seen in the summer 

months. 

The Short-winged Conehead Cricket is another fairly 

new addition to the fauna.  In 2005, having not 

previously been seen north of the Ribble marshes, a 

few were discovered by Dr Jennifer Newton on Warton 

Marsh near Silverdale.  The following year, they were 

found in good numbers living in the common reed and 

sea rush growing along the Keer estuary.  The first hard 

frosts of winter kill off the adults but eggs they have 

deposited inside the hollow stems of sea rush seem 

able to withstand being submerged by high tides, and 

the nymphs emerge in late spring the following year.  

(They can easily be located with a bat detector, set at 

40 KHZ.  Choose a sunny day from mid-July when their 

wings are developed enough to stridulate.)  Feeding 

mainly on seed heads and the flowers of rushes, sedges 

and grasses, they appear to live happily alongside the 

native grasshoppers and are probably already 

supplementing the diet of the Meadow Pipits that feed 

on the saltmarsh. 

The slag tips at the bottom of the estuary are a special 

place, a unique microcosm that always reminds me of a 

lunar landscape.  Most of the common Morecambe Bay 

seabirds can be seen from the top of the slag tips; 

Oyster Catchers and Shell Duck are two of my 

favourites.  Wheatears are sometimes spotted 

‘bobbing’ on the higher rocks.  Cold weather 

occasionally brings a few Snow Buntings to feed on the 

tide line.  Last winter a pair of Black Redstart were seen 

down there.  She spent most of her time perched on 

top of the farm buildings while he loitered around the 

stock car track; typical boy! 

Fish stocks in the river are severely depleted; Eels have 

all but disappeared.  Brown and Sea Trout are being 

predated by an ever-increasing number of piscivorous 

birds.  There have always been Grey Herons living on 

the river but Cormorants and Goosanders, once 

confined to the estuary, are now patrolling and taking 

fish from the entire length of the river throughout the 

year.  Little Egrets have recently joined their ranks. 

I have many happy, childhood memories of long, hot 

summer days spent exploring the slag tips, watching 

the Sea Trout jumping clear of the water at high tide 

and treading for Flukes in the estuary at low water. 

In the 9th century, Viking Norsemen rowed up the River 

Keer to Dockacres to make repairs to their longboats:  I 

sometimes wonder what the river would have looked 

like then? 

Back to the present day and there are ongoing 

problems with water quality as well as the very invasive 

Himalayan Balsam. 

On a brighter note, I am grateful to the Lune Rivers 

Trust for taking the River Keer under its wing and it is 

once again reaping the benefit of habitat management 

work.  When I look back on my life, a river ran through 

it.  I have fished the Keer, bailiffed the Keer and spent a 

lifetime walking its banks as an amateur naturalist; so, I 

have to admit it`s a passion of mine.  It is a lovely little 

river and deserves to be cherished. 

Linda Renshaw 

Banded demoiselles             D Poole 
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The Yew - My Top Tree 

Imagine a tree that can grow in the shade; that can 

take 500 years to reach its prime; can live for a 

thousand years; is the oldest living thing in Europe and 

is right here on our doorstep.  It can grow on any soil 

but prefers limey conditions.  Yew is the only 

representative of its family in Europe and everything 

about it is remarkable. 

Yews are dioecious, normally having either only male or 

only female flowers but, occasionally, both on one tree.  

On a calm day, the male flowers release their pollen 

and the female flowers secrete a drop of gum to which 

the pollen sticks.  The fertilised female flower produces 

one large, round seed in a small, green cup which 

swells and ripens to a pink fleshy fruit enjoyed by birds 

and browsing animals. 

On 23 February 2016, during a work-party on Yealand 

Hall Allotment, we sat overlooking Yealand Storrs 

watching the smoke rise from the chimneys in the 

valley and slowly drift away, when we noticed clouds of 

yellow smoke drifting around the trees below us. The 

conditions must have been perfect because all the male 

Yew trees were releasing their pollen in unison.  One of 

the most impressive things I've ever seen. 

The seed germinates and produces a single stem with 

reddish-brown bark.  Later, as the tree ages, more 

stems appear.  The enormously thick trunks of old Yews 

are often several trunks fused together and their girth 

can reach over 30ft.  The bark of mature trees is greyish 

and peels off in thin flakes:  these are the favoured nest

-building material of Nuthatches .  They are arranged 

on edge and tightly packed; the female bird may collect 

several thousand to make one nest. 

Under the bark is a layer of bast which is said to be as 

good as that of the Lime tree.  Bast was used for 

plaiting and weaving and is extremely strong and 

durable.  The Latin name for Yew is Taxus from the verb 

Taxere to weave. 

The needles of Yew are dark green and glossy above 

and light green and dull below.  Unlike the needles of 

most conifers, they are soft and blunt and they remain 

in place for several years.  Any branches cut from the 

Yew trees should be burned and not left on the ground 

or used in dead hedging because toxins develop as the 

foliage withers.  Yew burns quickly with a hot, bright 

flame and loud crackling from the needles.  The twigs 

of Yew used to be collected for kindling. 

The timber has always been highly valued.  It is very 

dense, hard and elastic and contains no resin.  It is said 

that a Yew post will outlast an iron one.  The properties 

of springiness and durability made it the wood of choice 

for making English longbows; its density makes it ideal 

for turnery and detailed carving. 

Now to the big question - are Yew trees poisonous?  

Well 'yes' and 'no', depending on which book you are 

reading and which part of the tree you are talking 

about.  Some people say the whole plant is poisonous 

but it is generally agreed that the pink flesh of the fruit 

is harmless.  The seed within contains toxins but being 

round and hard it passes easily through the gut.  The 

twigs and needles, when browsed by cattle in 

moderation, do not seem to be a problem, but horses 

are reported to be more susceptible.  The paucity of 

fungal species associated with Yew may be related to 

the presence of toxins in the bark, but some flourish, 

including Chicken of the Woods. 

Older Yews are very good for sheltering under from 

both sun and rain as the dense canopy acts as parasol 

and umbrella.  Ancient, churchyard Yews may indicate 

sites where congregations met before the existence of a 

church building.  They are also associated with Druid 

rituals. 

The exact age of Yews is difficult to determine for 

several reasons - the narrowness of the growth rings, 

the multi-stemmed nature of the trunk and the rotting 

of the heartwood in our damp climate.  Next time you 

see a large Yew tree, imagine what was happening 

when it germinated and remember dendrologist Alan 

Mitchell's rule of thumb, " Most trees look older than 

they are except for Yews which are even older than they 

look"! 

Anne Smith 

Photo by Anne Smith 
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 Solitary bees seen mainly at Brockholes Nature 

Reserve 

There are essentially two types of bee in Britain:  those 

which nest in large colonies (bumblebees and 

honeybees) and solitary bees which nest individually/

separately (although often in aggregations of nest 

holes).  This year, we have been recording the latter 

locally and especially at Brockholes N R near Preston 

where quite an interesting range of species has been 

found.  Usually smaller than bumblebees, solitary bees 

often excavate holes in the ground in which to nest, or 

use existing holes in wood, or in plant stems, or in 

cracks in masonry, etc.  The type of nesting site used 

depends upon the genus. 

Some species can appear very similar to each other and 

are not always easy to identify without close 

examination of a specimen; however, others are more 

straightforward and recognisable from photos.  Those 

named and illustrated here are the latter and have 

been confirmed by experts of the on-line BWARS 

group. 

This year at Brockholes we identified at least five 

species of Andrena (this genus of mining bees nests in 

open, sloping, sandy banks) whose females gather 

pollen using specialised hairs on their hind legs.  

Probably the commonest was Andrena cineraria (Ashy 

Mining-bee), readily recognised by its white hairy 

thorax and face.  Another common one was A. 

barbilabris (Sand-pit Mining-bee), relatively large with a 

ginger thorax and a shiny black abdomen.  Less 

common was A. haemorrhoa (Orange-tailed Mining-

bee) with a noticeable reddish tip to the abdomen, and 

A. scotica (Chocolate Mining-bee), a solitary bee of 

rather drab appearance.  Finally, there was a sighting 

here of A. denticulata (Grey-banded Mining-bee) with 

its distinctively striped abdomen and its preference for 

yellow composite flowers, whilst another was seen at 

Middleton N R foraging on Common Fleabane.  Some 

other small bees within the genus couldn't be identified 

from photos (we were reluctant to collect/kill 

specimens) and were dismissed by the experts as 

‘micro-Andrenas’.  Associated with the Andrenas are 

parasitic wasp-like Nomada bees which often loiter 

around nest hole entrances awaiting a chance to enter 

and lay their eggs.  Not always easy to identify to 

species level, but N. lathburiana (Lathbury’s Nomad) a 

Andrena barbilabris 

Andrena cineraria 

Andrena denticulata 

Andrena haemorrhoa 
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known parasite of Ashy Mining Bee larvae, was seen 

frequently.  Also found near Andrena nests were small 

Sphecodes sp. bees; again these are parasitic on the 

Andrenas and difficult to identify to species level.  

Somewhat differing in appearance is Halictus 

rubicundus (Orange-legged Furrow-bee) another 

Mining bee which nests here in sandy banks, 

sometimes together with the Andrenas.  These collect 

pollen on their legs and under the abdomen and have 

short pointed tongues. 

Differing markedly from the Andrenas, Osmia bicornis 

(Red Mason-bee) nests in natural cavities, and collects 

pollen on specialised hairs on the underside of its 

abdomen.  It also carries mud under its head to its nest 

in order to seal off the individual compartments within 

it.  This is quite a widespread bee and has been seen 

several times at Brockholes and elsewhere.  

A damp strip of ground, bulldozed in early summer, 

originally held scattered plants of Marsh Woundwort.  

Soon after the work was completed, the Woundwort 

had spread along the margin and by late summer was 

visited by two species of long-tongued bees, species 

which especially favour flowers of labiates for foraging.  

Anthophora furcata (Fork-tailed Flower-bee) was seen 

here regularly and in good numbers during August but 

almost all appeared to be females with their very hairy, 

pollen-gathering hind legs, and are readily discernible 

by their ginger-tipped abdomen. 

These were followed towards the end of the season by 

Anthidium manicatum (Wool Carder-bee) whose 

females use woolly fragments shaved from leaves to 

build their nest.  The males of this species are very 

territorial, guarding small patches of woundwort 

flowers visited by the females and vigorously fighting 

off any intruders, including larger bumblebees.  The 

legs of the males are much less hairy than the females 

and are prominently marked in bright yellow on the 

fore-legs, especially.  They also have a sharp-pointed 

adaptation at the base of the abdomen which they use 

to crush territorial intruders. 

Megachile species (Leaf-cutter Bees) comprise another 

group where identification is not always easy but we 

definitely found M. ligniseca (Wood-carving Leaf-

cutter) at Brockholes.  These usually nest in natural 

Andrena scotica 

Anthidium manicatum  female 

Anthidium manicatum male 

Anthophora furcata female  



41 

holes, the females using small neatly-cut sections of 

leaves to seal the cells, and collect pollen on brushes 

below the abdomen rather than on their hind legs.  

They appeared to be strongly attracted to knapweed 

flowers.  We believe we also had another species as 

well: M. centuncularis (Patchwork Leaf-cutter) – 

another rather tricky one to identify. 

Identification within the genus Lasioglossum is also 

difficult.  We saw a L. calceatum (Common Furrow-bee) 

in Bowland and also what we thought to be L. 

villosulum (Shaggy Furrow-bee) at Brockholes – but the 

latter was never fully confirmed.  

Colletes hederae (Ivy Bee) is known to have moved into 

the county for the first time this year but we searched 

for it unsuccessfully on late-flowering patches of Ivy at 

Brockholes.  However, I was able to locate and 

photograph one at Silverdale in October at what is its 

current, most northerly recorded locality on the west 

coast of Britain. 

Solitary bees represent by far the highest proportion of 

British bee species (about 250 out of a total of 270) and 

are very important pollinators - as also are the 

bumblebee and honeybees, of course.  A friend, John 

Wright, has also spent much time searching for bees at 

Brockholes, and to him thanks are due both for his 

efforts and for the exchange of information. 

Michael Foley - December 12, 2016 

All photos by M Foley 

 

Halictus rubicundus 

Osmia bicornis 

Megachile ligniseca    

Nomada lathburiana 

Ivy Bee Colletes hederae 
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Medicinal Leeches 

Medicinal Leeches Hirudo medicinalis are strange and 

fascinating creatures.  Growing up to 15 cm in length, 

they can remain inactive for 12-18 months between 

feeds and survive a drought by burying themselves in 

mud.  These leeches are two tone in colour, being very 

dark green above and light green, sometimes speckled 

with black spots, underneath. 

Their 3 jaws have 60 teeth each, and a powerful 

anticoagulant injected into the victim when they bite 

means a bite may bleed for 10 hours afterwards.  A feed 

lasts for 20–40 minutes and takes 5-13 ml of blood 

which is 5-8 times their own bodyweight.  Apparently 

Napoleon used them to treat his piles!  One London 

hospital used 97,300 in a year circa 1830:  in fact, they 

were so widely used in medicine in the 19th century that 

it almost wiped them out in the wild. 

Medicinal Leeches are most active between May-August 

and are hermaphrodites, breeding at 2-4 years of age.  

They lay an average of 2 cocoons, containing 5-15 eggs 

each, in late summer, which they attach in damp places 

allowing them to dangle 35-90 cm above the waterline.  

These hatch in 4-10 weeks.  Their main hosts are frogs, 

mammals, toads and fish. 

Medicinal Leeches are becoming very rare and until 

recently have only been recorded at 5 sites other than 

Anglesey, South Cumbria, New Forest, Dorset Heaths 

and Romney Marsh. 

Falling numbers in the New Forest may be attributed to 

anti parasitic drugs given to cattle and horses.  These 

drugs are known to be toxic to earthworms which are 

closely related to leeches, and may be poisoning 

leeches when they feed on treated farm animals. 

Since 2011, I have discovered them locally at 6 different 

sites. 

I found my first Medicinal Leech on 7/6/11 in the small 

stream between Haweswater and Little Haweswater at 

Silverdale which is part of the Gaitbarrows NR.  I was 

looking for tadpoles when I noticed 2 thin, ribbon 

shaped creatures swimming with a very undulating 

motion.  I managed to catch one using my submerged, 

upturned umbrella; the only equipment to hand.  It was 

photographed and returned immediately; another was 

seen there a few days later. 

The following year, my friend Pat and I decided to try 

and catch one in the stream using bait on a long piece 

of string.  The lady in the supermarket butchers had no 

fresh or frozen liver.  Would kidney do?  I said I didn`t 

know if kidney would work; I would try it and bring it 

back if it didn`t!  She gave me a funny look.  When I told 

her I wanted to catch leeches with it, she moved closer 

to the panic button under the counter.  The experiment 

failed miserably; kidney didn`t work and the liver 

emerged from the stream smothered in hundreds of 

tadpoles. 

On 15/9/14, I spotted several Medicinal Leeches 

swimming in the Defra NR at Hale Moss.  One was 

photographed and I have seen them there on several 

occasions since. 

A real surprise was finding one swimming on the 

flooded causeway at Leighton Moss NR on 8/12/15, 

during a very mild spell of weather.  Two more were 

seen there in the following days before the floods 

subsided, and this autumn, on 28/9/16, there was one 

crossing the dry path leading to the Grisedale Hide. 

More were discovered in Middleton Nature Reserve`s 

boating pond this summer on 22/04/16. 
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Another 12+ were seen at Lundsfield Quarry (South) 

above Crag Bank on 29/5/16.  Interestingly, the leeches 

here were all congregating in the place where the dog 

walker`s dogs jump into the pool. 

I found another 2 on 20/6/16 in a stagnant pool next to 

the River Lune near Higher Broomfield Farm at 

Arkholme, and our group saw another there on our 

field trip outing on 17/7/16. 

A Biodiversity Project group, based at Preston, visited 

the Lundsfield Quarry (South) site on 16/11/16.  

Barbara Crooks, Rob Zloch, Steve Garland and I went 

along on what turned out to be one of the wettest days 

of the year.  A small Medicinal Leech was discovered 

underneath a stone in one of the shallower pools about 

300 yards east of the big pool where I had previously 

seen them. 

We are knee deep in them! 

One factor that links all these places is swans, who are 

known hosts, and may be responsible for transporting 

the leeches between ponds. 

I did not know until recently that Medicinal Leeches are 

one of the finest baits for catching catfish and some 

may be escaping from anglers hooks in fishing ponds. 

Splash sampling is the easy way to attract Medicinal 

Leeches, stirring the water up for 10 minutes draws 

them to the disturbance.  Presumably, they think 

there is an animal in the water which they can latch 

onto and obtain a feed. 

Grid References, Medicinal Leech Locations. 

Haweswater Silverdale                                                    

4790 7677 

Defra NR Hale Moss                                                        

50407 77575 

Leighton Moss NR Causeway                                          

4815 7515 

Middleton NR Boating Pond                                              

41872 59072 

Lundsfield Quarry (South)                                                 

4957 6910 

Arkholme near Higher Broomfield Farm          59566 

72625 

Linda Renshaw. 

Photographs by Linda. 

Linda is still awaiting confirmation of the identification 

of the species. 

Hedgehog Diary 2016 

I had high hopes for 2016 hedgehog watching in my 

garden, especially after having 18 visits last year, which 

was an increase from the year before of 11. 

March - My first sighting of the year was a day later 

than last year – March 25th.  This was a Hedgehog that I 

have now seen 3 years running, the one I had marked 

blue.  I only actually saw this Hedgehog 3 times in 

March, but I had Hedgehog/s visit every night, caught 

on my night camera. 

April – April brought Hedgehogs visiting almost every 

evening, with 5 in total visiting this month.  Four were 

different from last month, Yellow, Blue, Orange, Yellow 

on head and Red.  Blue was the most frequent visitor. 

May – In May, 4 Hedgehogs came into my garden but 

no newcomers.  This has been the best month for 

actually seeing the Hedgehogs most nights; Yellow on 

head and Blue being the most frequent visitors. 

June – Another good month for actually seeing 

Hedgehogs most nights, with 1 new visitor, but 

unfortunately this Hedgehog was a young one and was 

walking around very slowly in daylight.  It came into my 

garden 3 days in a row during the afternoon between 

2.30pm - 5.30pm.  Obviously, this rang alarm bells.  I 

put water, hedgehog food and mealworms in front of it.  

It drank and ate with no problem and was also seen in a 

neighbour’s garden, but after the third day we didn’t 

see it again. 

July – I only saw 2 Hedgehogs – it’s been quite a 

different month.  By using a night camera, I could see 

that Hedgehogs weren’t coming into my garden until 

the early hours of the morning – 1,2, and 3am.  This 

month, I only saw Hedgehogs on 5 days. 

August – August is carrying on from July with the 

hedgehogs mainly coming in the garden after midnight.  

Only on 4 days this month I saw 2 different Hedgehogs, 

Red and the Blue one. 
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September – I saw 2 Hedgehogs visiting with 1 being 

seen most evenings, that being the Blue one that has 

been visiting for at least 3 years now. 

October – Most sightings were seen on the night 

camera, but I did see 2 Hedgehogs on 5 days this 

month, the Blue and the Orange one.  At 2.26am, on 3rd 

October on the night camera, I saw a large Hedgehog 

struggle to get into the ground feeder.  It had to give up 

as it was too big to get through the bars.  This could 

have been a new hog but I don’t know. 

My last recording of a Hedgehog this year was on 

October 24th at 8.55pm.  This hog had a new white paint 

blob on its back.  It was a big hog and could have been 

the same one that came on the 3rd October. 

As you can see, my neighbour is still very keen on 

hedgehog watching and marking, but she has only 

added white marks to 2 Hedgehogs. 

In one way, the year has been good; there are now five 

neighbours who are putting out hedgehog food and 

mealworms and who have had success with the prickly 

visitors.  But in another way, it has been a bad year 

because I started the year off hopeful after last year’s 

count.  This year, overall, I’ve had 7 different 

Hedgehogs, 4 being new to the garden and 3 past 

visitors. 

Looking back to the end of 2015 and the beginning of 

2016, we had a bad spell of rain which locally left a lot 

of the countryside flooded for weeks.  Everywhere was 

sodden, so I think this had a lot to do with the low 

number of hogs. 

Hoping for a dry winter, and seeing old friends in 2017. 

Gail Atkinson 

Sphagnum Mosses Workshop October 19th 

The above workshop had been arranged by Emma 

Garston, LWT officer, as part of the Connecting with 

Nature project at Heysham Natue Reserve which is 

funded by EDF energy.  On a wet morning, Cissy Brook 

and myself met with 6 other people in the classroom at 

Heysham Nature Reserve for a 10 o’clock start.  The 

workshop was led by Dr Martha Newton, a consultant 

moss expert who has been to Heysham on a number of 

previous occasions to hold workshops and also to 

undertake surveys for the Trust.  Emma told us that 

Martha had known Jennifer Newton and that they had 

attended school together.  

Emma explained that Martha had been involved in a 

traffic accident just before she was due to come to 

Heysham.  This did not daunt Martha but it meant that 

she had to travel up to Heysham by train from 

Stockport and so had been unable to bring her usual 

equipment and slides.  Martha, therefore, resorted to 

the use of a whiteboard and pen to illustrate her 

teaching and to supplement the information sheets and 

FSC charts which were provided for us.  

The plan was to have a classroom session in the 

morning and then, after a short lunch break, to go out 

onto Heysham Moss to see if we could identify some 

Sphagnum.  

We began by looking at how to tell the differences 

between mosses and leafy liverworts.  One way is to 

look at how the leaves are placed on the stem; the 

leaves of mosses spiral around the stem whilst 

liverworts have leaves on the left and right in rows 

along the stem.  Liverworts can have an extra line of 

leaves but none have 4 rows of leaves.  Mosses also 

have a ‘nerve’, a part of the leaf which looks like a line 

and is more than one cell thick.  Some liverworts also Dr Martha  Newton examining specimen 
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can have lines but these would look paler as they are 

less than one cell thick.  

Our attention was then focussed on identifying the 

different species of sphagnum mosses themselves.  

When trying to identify sphagnum mosses, it is 

important to note whether the leaves are overlapping 

(incubus) or underlapping (succubus).  The former 

allows water to come in whilst the latter keeps water 

out (like the tiles on our roofs) – not as easy a visual 

concept, as I thought, to take on board when ‘out in the 

field’.  

Sphagnum mosses total some 39 species and are 

divided into 7 Sections with varying numbers of species 

in each.  These Sections are: -  Sphagnum, Rigida, 

Squarosa, Mollusca, Subsecunda, Acutifolia and 

Cuspida.  The mosses in the Section called Sphagnum 

can be identified by their rounded leaves which form a 

shape like a hood.  These could be identified easily from 

the mosses in the Section Acutifolia whose leaves came 

to a point.  Leaves of Acutifolia mosses have leaves 

pointing up (incubous) compared with Cuspidata 

mosses which have leaves pointing down (succubous).  

Some mosses can be identified by their colours whilst 

habitat and the ph of soils are also important indicators.  

By early afternoon, the sun had come out as we 

ventured onto Heysham Moss with our lists and Field 

Study Council ID charts.  The Moss itself looked lovely in 

its early autumn colours and people who had not been 

there before expressed their surprise at finding this 

small, hidden nature reserve with its variety of flora and 

fauna.  Martha had highlighted the mosses she had 

previously identified growing in the Moss, which was 

helpful when trying to identify species, and she was 

soon busy finding different mosses and giving each of us 

a small piece to study with our magnifying lenses (an 

essential tool!).  After studying the pieces, they were 

carefully put back in the place they had been found.  

Amongst those identified were: -  

Sphagnum magellanicum - a red coloured moss with 

hooded leaves.  An indicator of a healthy bog.  

Sphagnum palustre - a ‘buff’ coloured, attractive moss.  

Sphagnum rubellum – with spreading branches; this 

forms hummocks of green with visible flat, red tops in 

exposed areas and shallow bogs. 

Acutifolia capillifolium - more of a maroon colour red 

and with pointed leaves, not hooded.  

Acutifolia fimbriatum - bright green with delicate 

branches which are recognisable from above.  The 

leaves have a frill on the top which can be seen with a 

hand lens.  Common in wet woodland and bogs such as 

areas of Willow Carr.  

Acutifolia subnitens - its centre is green but the well-

developed branches are a pinkish or brick red colour.  

(Colours can be described differently by people.) 

Cuspidata cuspidatum - aquatic, yellowish green with 

leaves longer than broad, forming soft, low carpets on 

heaths and moorland bogs. 

Many species were found and identified except one 

which Martha said she needed to take home with her to 

look at more closely through a microscope.  She 

thought that the Moss itself was in good condition and 

she had been pleased to be able to identify a new moss 

for the site when she had visited the previous 

afternoon.  

In addition to the mosses, Martha showed us a tiny 

liverwort - Kurzia (syn. Lepidozia) reptans, commonly 

known as Creeping Fingerwort.  Other plants seen on 

the Moss and typical of such a habitat included Bog 

Myrtle, Cranberry and Bog Rosemary.  

Although I am sure that Martha would have continued 

looking at other plants for much longer, she needed to 

catch a train and the workshop ended at 4pm.  We all 

thanked Martha and Emma for providing such an 

enjoyable learning experience.   

Barbara Crooks 

All photos in this article taken by Cis Brook 

Sphagnum magellanicum 


