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So you want to take the GRE? Here are some things to keep in 
mind as you prepare for the quantitative portion. 

•  DON’T skip questions.  You cannot go back  to them.  You 
won’t be deducted points for a wrong answer, so you 
have a 20% chance of getting it right with a guess.  Better 
yet, quickly eliminate obviously wrong answer and improve 
the odds of guessing right! 

•  DON’T dwell on any one  question. The  worst thing you 
can do on the GRE is not finish.  So if you are stuck, make 
an educated guess and move on. 

•  DO watch the time and keep pace. Before the test begins, 
write a schedule for the test and stick to it.  See the 
suggested schedule below.   

•  DO practice timed tests. The best thing for the GRE is the 
actual test under actual test settings.  

•  DO practice educated “plug & chug”.  See example. 

Ques%on	   Time	  Le-	  
(min)	  

1	   35	  
7	   25	  
13	   15	  
19	   5	  

Sample Schedule 

Educated “Plug & Chug” Example 
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•  Special Right Triangles: 
•  3:4:5 triangle is a "Pythagorean Triple” the sides form a ration of 3:4:5 
•  30°-60°-90° triangle has sides of lengths of s - s√3 - 2s. 
•  45°-90°-45° triangle has sides of lengths s - s√2 - s. 

•  Geometry: 
•  2*(length + base) = perimeter of rectangle 
•  4*side = perimeter of square 
•  2*pi*r = circumference (perimeter) of circle 

•  1/2(base * height) = area of a triangle 
•  side² = area of a square 
•  length*width = area of a rectangle 
•  1/2(base1 + base2) * height = area of a trapezoid 
•  pi*r² = area of a circle 
•  base*height = area of a parallelogram 

•  pi*r³ = volume of  a circle 
•  length * width *height = volume of  rectangular solid 
•  side³ = volume of cube 

•  (n-2 )*180 =  sum of all interior angles of any polygon 
•  a²+b²=c² = Pythagorean Theorem 

 
•  Distance between two points: √[(X2-X1)²+(Y2-Y1)²  

•  Standard deviation: the greater the standard deviation, the more spread out a set of values. 
The small the standard deviation, the more closely the values are to the mode. 

 
•  Simple interest: P[(1 + rt)/100], where P= Principal, r=rate, and t=time. So the interest on 

$100 at 5% for two years = 100[(1 + .05*2)/100] = $1.10 

•  Compound interest: P[(1 + r/100n]^nt, where P= Principal, r=rate, n=number of periods, and 
t=time. So the compound interest on $100 at 5% for two years, compounded monthly = 
100[(1 + .05/100*12]^12*2 = $110.49 

•  Work/rate formula: (1/time taken together) = (1/time taken by first) + (1/ time taken by 
second) 

•  Distance Formula: distance = rate * time 
 
•  PEMDAS:  Parentheses, Exponents, Multiplication, Division, Addition, Subtraction 
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