
THE END OF THE ROAD FOR THIS PUBLIC SERVICE 

 

Introductory Summary. 

1. For the past two years I have been publishing information on this web site showing 

average EBVs and Indices at forthcoming Angus Bull sales. 

2. On Thursday, 09/21/2017, I was instructed by the CEO of the Angus Society to desist from 

publishing the material that used to be presented here. 

3. I agreed to cease publication as from today (09/30/2017) but have stated that I shall publish 

my opinion on the issue. I have not been told not to do this. 

4. I do not understand why information which has been made public by members of the 

Society, with the full knowledge and assistance of the Society, for their promotional purposes 

may not be subjected to arithmetical procedures and republished. 

5. I would like to suggest that all Angus Assured Catalogues include, in a prominent place, a 

summary statement of the average EBVs and Indices for the animals offered for sale.  I also 

believe that the Society should provide a summary of this information, showing all 

forthcoming sales, in the Catalogues section of the website. A further hobby horse of mine is 

that all Angus Assured catalogues should include a summary table of EBVs and Indices in a 

standardised form.  

Detailed Comment. 

For the last two years I have been publishing information on this web site on the EBVs and 

Indices of bulls being offered at forthcoming sales of Angus bulls. The information showed 

the average EBVs and Indices of the bulls offered at particular sales, identified the sales and 

ranked them in descending order of the average of the four indices. It also always included 

the average for our own sale – either for the forthcoming sale or the most recent one. 

The Kilburnie sale consistently ranked in the top 5 but, much to my frustration, never made it 

to #1. A small number of other sales (some not very well known) also regularly ranked 

highly. A number of other sales (some very well known) regularly ranked lowly. Some 

advertise bulls that are almost all below Breed average on all Indices. 

I provided this information because I believe that genetic progress is the single most 

profitable component of any breeding plan – for seedstock or commercial producers. 

Identifying the potential sources of genetic progress is one of the most important services the 

Society should provide to its commercial members.  This also implies that it should identify 

those sales where buyers are likely to buy animals that will have little, if any, beneficial 

impact on the genetic merit of their herds. 

On  09/21/2017 the CEO of the Angus Society, by email, told me 



1. that the publication of the material on our website had offended some members of the 

society 

2. that the publication of this material was in breach of the copyright of material owned 

by the Angus Society  

3. that I should refrain from compiling or distributing this information in the future. 

I appealed this decision to the Chair of the Board of Directors (09/22) and was informed by 

return of email (09/24) that the she was of the opinion that the decision would be upheld by 

the full Board of the Society.  

I replied that I would remove the information that had caused offence from this website. I 

also stated that I would publish the reasons why I felt that my publications were fair use of 

material published by other members of the Society for their own promotional ends.  

Since then I have had one email (25/09/2017) on this topic from the CEO – which did not 

comment on any substantive matters. 

The main reason for my objecting to this decision is as below: 

Members, myself included, regularly publish EBVs and Indices of animals. In particular 

many members publish catalogues listing animals for sale together with their EBVs and 

Indices, both on the Society web site and in hard copy form. It seems that some members of 

the society wish to publicise this information but do not wish to have the information on their 

animals used to make comparisons with other animals that are for sale. I think I can 

understand why they would do this but I do not understand how it is to the benefit of other 

members of the Society or bull buyers to permit this practice. 

I have no idea what penalties would be imposed on me if I continued to publish this 

information and I have no desire to find out. 

 I shall continue to extract information from the data base for the use of myself and my 

clients. I will process and use the data as I see desirable. I will not publish it.  

 In my opinion this information should be openly available to all potential bull buyers. It 

should be provided independently by the Angus Society in an easily accessible form. 

There is a difference between duty of care and caveat emptor. I believe that the Angus 

Society has a duty of care to its members, including its commercial members. The Society 

and its members in turn have a duty of care to those people who use the information the 

Society provides. 

Therefore I ask that in the future all Angus Approved catalogues include, in a 

prominent place, the average of the Indices and EBVs of the animals being offered for 

sale and an indication of where these values are in the percentile distribution of values 

for the Angus breed. 



In addition I think that the Angus Society should present this information in a prominent 

place in the Sale Catalogue section of the Society website. This should be done in a form 

which indicates clearly where buyers are most likely to access genetically superior animals. 

I believe that the most useful part of published catalogues is the summary table showing each 

individual animal’s EBVs and Indices. Currently many of us construct our own variations of 

these tables with individual shading and colouring systems.  

I would ask that in the future the Angus Society produce a standardised table of EBVs 

and Indices of animals being offered for sale to be included in any Angus Approved 

catalogue. The information should use a standard coding (colour or other) to indicate 

where the animals are in the percentile distribution of animals in the breed. 

 

Concluding Summary. 

1. In the opinion of the CEO of the Society and the Board (as guessed by the Chair of 

the Board) I have been guilty of a copyright infringement. I have been asked to desist 

from publishing variations of information that other members of the society are freely 

permitted to publish. 

2. I shall desist from publishing this information. 

3. The information I was publishing is useful information for bull buyers and I am 

of the opinion that the Society should compile it and publish it prominently. 

4. The storm in the teacup is over as far as I am concerned and I have no desire to waste 

any further time and/or resources on debating my rights to present information in the 

form that I have done before. 

All over Red Rover. 

 

 


