
FOETAL AGING AT SPERIBY NORTH 

A few weeks ago Arthur Cox kindly allowed me and Doug Fowler (of Australian Livestock Scan-

ning Services (www.cattlepregnancytesting.com.au)) to pregnancy test and foetal age 120 heifers 

at Speriby North. George Muckenschnabel of ALSS performed the testing using ultrasound. We 

wanted to  get an idea of how accurately George could estimate the age of the foetuses or, equiva-

lently, the day on which the heifer was A.I.’ed.  

 

George (and Robert Ferris—another ALSS operator) have run accuracy checks in a couple of other 

situations. We do not know of any other attempts to verify the accuracy of foetal aging by particu-

lar operators. 

Foetal ageing at Speriby North. 

David Murray, Simone Cox and George. 

Arthur artificially inseminated about 200 heifers 

on observed heat (no synchronization) earlier 

this year. Some were inseminated once, some 

twice and some not at all. He could tell us what 

day they were A.I.’ed on and George was asked 

to tell us how old the foetuses were. 

 

We have his estimates recorded and are in the 

process of working out how accurate he was. 

 

Generally the variation between what we know 

the age was (from Arthur’s dates) and what 

George’s estimates were is not very high.  

 

We are being careful about these results. We 

cannot be absolutely sure of them until the 

calves are born and possibly until they are par-

ent verified. We will keep you briefed. 

Foetal ageing can be useful for commercial producers. One of the smarter operators we know tests 

all maiden heifers immediately after they have been joined for ten weeks and keeps those that got 

into calf early. These decisions are made using manual palpation very early. 

 

It could be profitable in a commercial operation to cull on the basis of foetal age. A late calf won’t 

get to the same weight as an early calf, and the mother is likely to be relatively late next time 

around.  

 

It is particularly important for us at Kilburnie. We use indices and EBVs (and actual data) to select 

animals. Days to Calving is one of the most important EBVs in the Indices. This EBV is the differ-

ence between the date when the bull went in and the date when the cow calved. This is taking two 

things into account, the days to conception and the gestation length (days from conception to calv-

ing).  I suspect that the factors influencing these two attributes are different and that we should se-

lect for them independently.    

 

George is foetal aging at Kilburnie in early January. If you would like to see this technology in 

action please contact me.  

We want to thank Arthur very much for making this unique large group of  heifers - 

A.I.’ed on natural heat - available to us for this exercise. 


