
A lot has been happening at Kilburnie of 

late and in the cattle industry generally. At 

Kilburnie we have had our best ever mob 

of calves born. 

We have set 

ourselves up 

for another 

v e r y  go o d 

group of calves 

in 2017 and are 

already plan-

ning matings for 

2018 and be-

yond. 

 

We think we will be able to continue to 

boast that the bulls on our sale are one the 

highest indexing drafts in Australia. 

 

The 2016 drop of calves includes some  

that have very high levels of marbling. 

Our joining for 2017 calves continues this 

trend. 

 

We have had all of our calves genomically 

tested. This allows us to select high per-

forming animals more accurately very 

early in life. We can use yearling bulls and 

flush heifers with less risk.  

 

In the Quality beef business rapid genetic 

progress, marbling, genomics and sourc-

ing the best genetics are going to be the 

important issues in the next few years. 

They will all have an impact on your prof-

its in the future 

MURRAY M PROPHET 

M100. Top 5% all indices. 

Top 10% IMF% 

GENETIC PROGRESS AT KILBURNIE 

The calf facing you is M131. She is by Murray 

M Prophet K76. Her mother, in the foreground, 

is J105, by Murray Grando G20.  

The calf at the right, Murray Proceed M3, is an ET daughter of the 

other cow in the photograph above, Murray Wave J43. 

 

She had EBVs before we had her snp chipped. Her IMF EBV 

was 3.8, her Heavy Grain Fed Index was 157. Good, but noth-

ing special at Kilburnie. 

 

She has been genomically tested and so her current EBVs take 

into account her genetic makeup. Her claim to fame is that she 

now has an IMF EBV of 4.2 and a Heavy Grain Fed Index of 

187. Top 1% numbers for the breed are 3.8 and 170 respectively. 

She really is a very special calf.  

KILBURNIE ANGUS 



MONEY AND MARBLING AND MARKETING 

The reason that we get paid more for An-

gus steers than other people get paid for 

Shorthorn, Hereford or Limousin steers is 

that on average Angus steers marble bet-

ter (have better meat quality) than those 

breeds.  

 

A market premium of 20c/kg live for An-

gus steers has been enough to reduce the 

market share of all the other breeds that 

have been historically important in Aus-

tralia. 

 

Currently Wagyu steers have a 200 to 300 

c/kg live premium over Angus steers. 

They grow more slowly than Angus steers 

and weigh less than Angus steers of the 

same age - but perhaps the price premium 

outweighs this?  

 

There are currently some small premiums 

being paid for high marbling Angus steers. 

You will have to take two steps if you are 

to be paid a premium. The first (easy) step 

is to be careful in sourcing bulls that have 

high IMF EBVs. The second (more chal-

lenging) step is to prove that your steers 

are potentially high marbling. 

 

It is difficult to prove the marbling poten-

tial of a live animal. The best information 

that I can give to a buyer is an IMF EBV. 

This is only available if the animal is reg-

istered with the Angus Society. Or I can 

send some tail hairs to Zoetis for DNA 

analysis—and they will provide me with 

MPVs for a lot of traits including IMF. 

Currently this is too expensive to be useful 

to you as a commercial producer. 

Zoetis sell a product Genemax in the USA 

to predict feedlot value for steers (Google 

Zoetis Genemax). It includes information 

on meat yield, feed efficiency and mar-

bling.  Quantum Genetix (Google them 

and their product Q-Sort) in Canada is  

marketing a DNA based test to sort steers 

for feedlot performance. DNA testing is 

used in Australia to certify that meat sold 

as ‘Angus’ is in fact Angus - genetically. 

 

Products like these are ready to come to 

Australia. Are you and your steers ready 

for them? 

Striploin sample collected from Body # 222 - 

steer GBHJ1108 from ASBP Sire MURRAY 

EL GRANDO G20. This carcase graded car-

case weight 493 kg, Ausmeat Marbling Score 

5 , EMA of 107 cm2 and MSA Index of 67.3  

 

Photo from Angus Australia web site 

MURRAY MARBLING  
 

At Kilburnie we have always selected on indices. 

We put no extra emphasis on marbling.  

 

To date you have been rewarded for calving ease 

(CED), growth (600 Day) and fertility (Days to 

Calving) in your cattle. The Kilburnie 2016 Bulls 

excelled for these—and for the Indices shown. The 

2016 calves are even better! 

 

In future you will probably be paid for marbling—

our animals are in the top 20% of the breed. 

 

  CED 600 DTC IMF ABI HGI 

KILBURNIE             

2016 calves 2.3 123 -6.8 2.5 141 132 

2016 sale bulls 1.1 112 -5.5 2.4 126 120 

              

Angus Breed             

Top 10% 3.3 119 -6.2 2.9 129 122 

Top 20% 2.4 113 -5.4 2.5 122 117 

Top 25% 2.0 110 -5.1 2.3 119 115 

Breed Average 0.3 100 -3.8 1.6 106 105 



The lead story on the Angus web site for 

the week of January 19 is titled: 

 
The Angus Breed Set to Harness Greater 
Benefit from Genomics 
 

What is genomics? 

 

Broadly speaking traditional EBVs are based 

on comparing the measured performance of 

animals and their relatives and predicting the 

performance of their progeny from this infor-

mation.  

 

It is now possible to access and ‘read’ the ge-

netic material (DNA) of animals. A different 

prediction of the performance of the animals 

can be made from this information. 

 

Using these two sources of information to-

gether gives us more accurate predictions of 

how an animal will perform than using only 

one or the other. 

 

We submitted all of our birth weight and calv-

ing performance data to Breedplan in late Oc-

tober and had EBVs calculated. We later sub-

mitted tail hairs from all of the calves to get 

their genomic information. Breedplan com-

bined this information to give us ‘blended’ 

EBVs in late December. 

 

The heifer Proceed M3 (in the photo on 

page 1) had her Heavy Grain Index in-

crease from 153 to 183. However another 

calf had its Heavy Grain Index fall from 

147 to 132.  

 

Heifer calf Murray Genesis M13 has an inter-

esting story. She has two flush brothers. Be-

fore Genomics their Heavy Grain Index val-

ues were all the same at 170. After the ge-

nomic information was added she went to 188 

and one of her brothers dropped to 168.  

 

This new information allows us to make more 

rapid genetic progress in our herd. As a result 

you have more rapid access to genetically su-

perior bulls. In turn your steers will be more 

profitable when genomic tests make it possi-

ble for the feedlots and processors to identify 

the superior steers. 

 

We already identify marbling, feed efficiency 

and meat yield ebvs for animals before we 

breed from them. The real crunch will come 

when it is cheap enough to get this informa-

tion to make it worthwhile for buyers to de-

mand it. 

GENETICS AND GENOMICS 

GeneMax Focus 

GeneMax Focus assists in identifying Angus-base (75% and greater) animals with superior 
gain and carcass traits for advanced females selection and Angus feeder cattle marketing.  

With GeneMax Focus, you can: 

 Receive genetic predictions for four traits including weaning weight (WW), post-weaning 
feedlot gain (Gain), carcass weight (CW) and USDA marbling score (Marb). An eco-
nomic selection index called GMX Score ranks animals for net returns from combined 
genetic merit for evaluated traits. 

 Evaluate genetic differences in gain and carcass traits to aid in replacement heifer se-
lection and breeding decisions. These results may be integrated into feeder cattle mar-
keting programs, such as Angus Source, for enhanced price discovery of untested steer 
mates. 

 Sire Match to HD 50K and i50K tested Angus A.I. and natural service bull batteries. 

Pricing: $17.00 per test. 

This is an advertisement for a gene test which is now 

available in the USA. Price (at current exchange rates) is 

$(AUS)22.00. 
 

Is that cheap enough to use it as a screening device? 
 

On a 400 kg steer you need an extra 5.5c/kg to cover the 

cost of providing this information.  Wagyu premium is 

300c., ‘Hereford’ discount is 20c.. Might a feedlot be will-

ing to pay for 5.5c/kilo more for a good rather than an 

ordinary (or even an RS) Angus steer?  

https://www.angusaustralia.com.au/harnessing-greater-benefits-from-genomics/
https://www.angusaustralia.com.au/harnessing-greater-benefits-from-genomics/


SOURCING THE BEST GENETICS 

The genetic potential of Angus animals for 

many economically important traits is now 

measured objectively and independently. Re-

sults are made publicly available—and some are 

presented here. 

 

You should make use of this information. 

 

There are other traits of importance  that you 

might also want to consider when choosing a 

bull supplier. 

 

A few less well known breeders have underval-

ued genetics and we would like you to profit by 

patronising them. 

 

We are happy to discuss these results with you.  

We extracted EBVs and Index 

values for all animals born in 

2016 with particular prefixes.  

 

We calculated the averages of 

these numbers for selected items. 

Calving ease, growth, fertility 

and carcase EBVs are shown.  

 

Kilburnie Numbers are impres-

sive. 

 

The four national herds shown 

are those that we believe are the 

leading sources of Angus genet-

ics in Australia.  

 

If you shop locally you will need 

to compare us with other local 

sources of genetics. Where in the 

New England will you get a bet-

ter product? 

 

Our average EBVs for calving 

ease, growth and fertility are 

amongst the highest in Australia. 

We have all of our average in-

dices in the top 5% - as does 

Arthur Cox at Speriby North. 

2016 calves   
Calv-

ing 600 Days 
Car-
case IMF 

Angus 
Breed

ing 

Do-
mesti

c Heavy Heavy 

as at  Ease Day to Wt. (%) Index Index Grain Grass 

February 
20,  Dir Wt. 

Calv-
ing (kg)    Index Index 

2017  (%) (kg) (days)       

           

Kilburnie  214 2.2 121 -6.7 72 2.5 139 124 153 131 

           

Rennylea  1323 -0.1 110 -5.6 64 3.4 133 116 152 123 

Speriby 
North  738 1.8 122 -5.5 70 3.0 139 121 158 129 

Te Mania  1542 0.7 114 -5.4 64 2.8 129 117 144 121 

Topbos  93 2.3 111 -6.1 63 2.5 133 120 146 125 

           

Top 10%  3.3 119 -6.3 69 2.9 129 118 144 122 

Top 20%  2.4 113 -5.4 65 2.5 122 113 133 117 

Top 30%  1.6 108 -4.9 62 2.1 117 110 125 113 

Top 50%  0.2 101 -4.0 57 1.6 108 104 112 106 

 

EBVs of 2016 born calves in leading  

Angus herds in Australia. 


