
Quality on Your Plate - A Good Day except for the weather. 
 

Thankyou to the speakers who all contributed to what I thought was a Good Day. By a Good Day I 

mean that we all had the opportunity to learn something new. Particular thanks to Jeff House who 

came all the way from Forbes to help us run the day and to Jason Siddell from our local LLS who 

tried to teach Andy and me how to run a Field Day. It was hard on Jason and it challenged us as 

well. Jo provided the important backups - in particular she saw that we were all well fed and wa-

tered and that we had some pictures to add to both this piece and our Facebook page. 

 

Comments below are my impressions of the day. 

 

Jarrod Lees from MLA helped us to understand how MSA grades and indices fit together, also 

where you can get information about your cattle’s grades. From 

my point of view the big message is that ossification and mar-

bling are very important factors in ensuring meat quality. Jarrod 

did not say it but I believe that you can't put marbling into your 

animals without using EBVs. In addition, if you want cattle to 

get to sale weights quickly it is best to use growth EBVs to help 

you choose your bulls. Yes, people say that '80% of the breeding 

is in the feeding' but I know that ‘you cannot make a silk purse 

out of a pig's ear’ - if your animals don't have the genetic potential to meet the market specifica-

tions then they won't. The feedlots and finishers know that this is the case. 

 

Jeff gave us the benefit of his years of experience in the cattle 

industry, particularly at the pointy end – i.e. carcases and the 

meat on your plate. The cattle you produce potentially end up in 

a lot of different places. Jeff reminded us that the proportion of 

Australian beef that is exported has increased markedly over the 

last twenty years and it goes to many more markets now than in 

the past. China is the one we all know about. Jeff did not say it 

but I understand that the big growth in China for Australian 

product has been high quality beef – i.e. from carcases that have 

high MSA index values. He also showed us that carcase weights in Australia have increased enor-

mously over the last twenty years even though the age at slaughter has fallen. Cattle now finish 

younger and heavier.  

 

Our industry has changed very rapidly over the last twenty years. We have to get used to the idea 

that they will continue to change for the next twenty years. You can choose to not respond to the 

changes that are happening around you or you can try to control the situation to the best of your 

ability.   

 

Thankyou, Jeff, for driving that message home to me and hopefully to you too. 

 

 



And so to the future and some of the new technology. Yes, it is coming out of Armidale and UTS 

in Sydney. Matias Suarez, from the DPI based on campus in 

Armidale, introduced us to Bull Select, which is still in devel-

opment. This is an attempt to provide you with a more user 

friendly and efficient way to select bulls that will suit your 

individual needs and to show you the 'cost' in index terms of 

putting emphasis on particular traits such as calving ease. You 

can draft all the bulls available for sale (there are currently 

more than 2,500 Angus bulls to be sold in the next seven 

weeks) before travelling to check them out. 

 

He also used modern technology (‘clickers’) to do a survey of our opinions on the spot. A number 

of the people at the field day have some difficulty with making sense of the masses of data that 

comes in modern catalogues and appreciate simpler information. 

 

Matias is very keen to get feedback from people who were at the presentation. I will make his con-

tact details to everyone in due course. 

 

Brad Walmsley, who is also with the DPI in Armidale, showed us the statistics on how many cattle 

simply do not meet the market specifications. Producers seem to misjudge whether the product 

they are producing is well suited or not. My interpretation of Brad's message is that it is very diffi-

cult to judge cattle visually, whether we are looking at fat cover or muscling. We can measure live 

weight - but we have to judge whether the carcase of an animal will meet particular weight and fat 

specifications by looking at the live animal. The technology that Brad introduced us to uses 3 D 

images of live animals, obtained from cheap and readily available cameras, to estimate body fat 

and muscling in animals. A number of the people who work in this area have reminded me that we 

use eye muscle area (the area and not the volume of one muscle) as a measure of the amount of 

muscle in a beast. There should be some correlation albeit not 100%. I think the EMA EBV is bet-

ter than nothing - in the same way that ‘half a loaf is better than none’. Brad wants to give us the 

full loaf and I want him to get a move on. 

 

 

 



Roger Evans has measured fat, eye muscle area and intramuscular fat in the Kilburnie cattle for 

many years now. In the last five years he has also structurally scored our animals. Roger showed 

us how he assesses animals. He does it very methodically and accurately - much more so than I 

could ever do. For the record we have structural scores on our cattle and we have structural EBVs 

on most of them as well.  

 

We are willing to use Roger's numbers to compare 

our animals one with another- but will not under any 

circumstances compare them with the numbers on 

other animals raised in different conditions and pos-

sibly measured by different people. Is a 900 kilo bull 

raised in a feed lot better than my 600 kilo bull 

raised on grass? 

 

For the record there are only about six studs in Australia that have structural EBVs on their bulls. 

A lot more have structural scores only. 

 

 

Last cab off the rank was Jason Siddell. He was going to talk about using EBVs and visual assess-

ment to select bulls. But the Good Day began to deteriorate. The sleet started and the temperature 

dropped so we went back inside and did the exercise in the shed with the heating going full bore. 

EBVs are just another piece of information and you should treat them as such. If you are a Kil-

burnie client you are almost certainly better informed about how to use EBVs than the average bull 

buyer. We tell people that it is easy to draft bulls in or out on paper before looking at them. We 

think that it is a waste of effort to go and examine a mob of bulls and then look at the numbers. 

 

 

We tried to set the Field Day up to impart some important messages. To the people who came we 

say thankyou. We hope that it was both interesting and educational. If you come and buy a bull 

from us on August 26th we hope that it will be because you have thought about what you are do-

ing. 


