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5th Judicial Circuit Guardian ad Litem Program

Hello... from your child’s Guardian ad Litem.

We are NOT DCF or (KCI or The Centers)!

Please take a moment to read this so that we might communicate better in the best interest of your child.  I am a “court appointed special advocate” for your child and I am an unpaid VOLUNTEER.
When DCF/KCI becomes involved with a family and files a petition for dependency with the Court, the Judge presiding on the case will appoint a “GAL” (Guardian ad Litem) to advocate for your child throughout the process.  I have been trained and certified as a Guardian ad Litem and have been appointed by the judge to advocate for your child.  My purpose is to gather the facts of the case, to interview the people involved and then act in the best interest of your child.  I report regularly to the judge; I am the judge’s eyes and ears outside of the courtroom so that he/she can make well-informed decisions for your child.

My main goal is to help your child get through the DCF/KCI system and into the best possible permanent placement as quickly as possible.  Usually this is back with the parent from whom the child was removed but it might be with the other parent or with relatives, depending on circumstances.  I must visit your child at least once per month to observe how he/she is doing in the placement home.  I want to know that the child’s needs are being met and that the child isn’t “falling between the cracks” or “getting lost in the system.”  I will look at all records and information pertaining to your child and attend important meetings with service providers.

I am not on your side or the other parent’s side.  I am not on DCF/KCI’s side.  I AM ON YOUR CHILD’S SIDE!  I want to hear your story, your thoughts (just facts please) so that I can be as knowledgeable, thorough and fair as possible. 

I hope you will work with me and help me help your child.  Thank you.   
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