
Version following 2017 AGM, as at 7th November 
 

1 
 

Constitution and rules of the Ness Fly Fishers Club 
 
Name and structure 
 

1. The Club is called the “Ness Fly Fishers Club”.  It is an unincorporated association of 
its members.   

 
The Club’s Objectives  

 
2. The objectives of the Club are: 

a. to provide excellent fly fishing for members and their guests on the water 
rented by the Club at the time; 

b. to operate cost effectively, for the benefit of the members and with a view to 
keeping the cost of subscriptions low, whilst providing a properly stocked 
fishery; 

c. to establish and maintain a prudent reserve to cover the cost of unexpected 
events; and 

d. to ensure that the fish in our water, and the other aspects of their environment, 
are properly managed. 

 
River beats and beat times 

3. The Clubs waters will be managed using the following beats:  
 

Name Top of beat Bottom of beat Recommended car 
parking 

Nunnington High 
Water Beat 1 

Sign above the 
footbridge below 
Pump Wood 

Top of the pool into 
which the stream 
from Low Moor 
Plantation flows 
into the right hand 
bank 

Car park near Pump 
Wood – access via the 
double gates on the 
right hand side of 
Station Road about 
1km west of 
Nunnington 

Nunnington High 
Water Beat 2 

Top of the pool into 
which the stream 
from Low Moor 
Plantation flows 
into the right hand 
bank 

The farm Bridge at 
the bottom of 
Church Street in 
Nunnington 

Bottom of Church St 
close to the hut 

Nunnington Low 
Water Beat 1 

Sign below Mill 
Farm 

Top of the first right 
angle pool above 
Ness Road bridge 

Car park on south of 
river, accessed via a 
field gate near the 
Highfield Lane to the 
east of Nunnington 

Nunnington Low 
Water Beat 2 

Top of the first right 
angle pool above 
Ness Road bridge 

The fence on the 
downstream side of 
the third field down 
from Ness road 
bridge.  Note that 
we do not have all 
of the water on the 
right hand bank – 
check with the 
committee before 
fishing that bank 

On the north side of 
the road bridge at West 
Ness 
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Ness Beat 1 The fence on the 
downstream side of 
the third field down 
from Ness road 
bridge on the left 
bank. The marker 
on right bank 
adjacent to West 
Ness cottages 
approx. 300 metres 
upstream of weir 
pool. 

The old fishing hut 
below the Ness 
Clubhouse 

Ness club house 

Ness Beat 2 NB 
WE CANNOT 
FISH THE LEFT 
HAND BANK ON 
THIS BEAT 
DOWNSTREAM 
FROM THE 
RIVER RICCAL 
(WHICH COMES 
IN ABOVE THE 
IRON BRIDGE) 

The old fishing hut 
below the Ness 
Clubhouse 

The point where 
the Dove flows into 
the left hand side 
of the river 

Ness club house 

Ness Beat 3  NB 
WE CANNOT 
FISH THE LEFT 
HAND BANK ON 
THIS BEAT 

The point where 
the Dove flows into 
the left hand side 
of the river 

The point where 
Holbeck runs into 
the right hand bank 
of the river 

Accessed via the track 
to Ness Club house – 
see map for details 

Lilling Lake See the map on 
our website for the 
location to the 
south of West 
Lilling – we can fish 
the entire lake 

 By the fishing hut on 
the north east side of 
the lake, or if the track 
to the hut is muddy, on 
the track along the 
south of the lake, but 
without blocking farm 
traffic 

  
Note: the left hand bank is on your left when you look downstream. 
 

4. The Club intends that members should spread their fishing efforts across those of the 
Club’s beats which each member is entitled to fish.  No member may therefore fish 
any one beat for more than 4 hours in any day. 
 
Fishing Rules 
 

5. All members shall comply with the following rules at all times.  Each member will also 
ensure that any guest of that member complies with these rules.   

a. Fill in the relevant beat book before starting to fish and then complete the 
catch record at the end of that day (clearly listing any guest and stating the 
member who invited that guest). 

b. Only fish the beats you have signed in for and during the times you have 
stated (and accept that other people are allowed to fish the same beat as you). 

c. Not fish any one beat for more than 4 hours in total in any one day. 
d. Fish with consideration for fellow anglers, particularly by:  



Version following 2017 AGM, as at 7th November 
 

3 
 

i. starting from the DOWNSTREAM end of the relevant beat (this is not 
applicable on the lake); 

ii. ensuring that your fishing movement is ONLY in an UPSTREAM 
direction (and going back to the BOTTOM of the beat if you get to the 
top before you are due to move to your next beat – do not just wander 
down to the point you fancy returning as you may be jumping in front 
of another member) (this is not applicable on the lake); 

iii. avoiding hogging one spot for an extended time if other people are 
fishing up behind you; 

iv. not leapfrogging other people unless invited to do so (this is not 
applicable on the lake); 

v. having regard for the level of fitness of other members and ensuring 
those who might find it harder than you to access more challenging 
areas have easier areas to fish; and 

vi. making sure that no more than 5 people are fishing Lilling Lake at any 
one time (the first to arrive should leave if a sixth arrives). 

e. Fish in a safe manner, having regard to the main risks and means of managing 
them in the appendix to these rules.  In particular, whilst members and their 
guests are allowed to wade, they must make their own assessment of the 
circumstances on each occasion and beware of the weather, and any trip 
hazard, soft bottom or sudden drop off in the river. 

f. Carry a current rod licence for non-migratory trout.  
g. Comply with all laws relating to fishing including any byelaws and other 

regulations issued by the Environment Agency or any other relevant body. 
h. Subject to rule r. below, only use upstream fly fishing with a single dry fly, wet 

fly or nymph (all other methods, including “Klink and Dink” or “New Zealand 
Droppers” are banned, except on Ness beat 3 where any legal method of 
fishing with a rod and line is permitted and on Lilling Lake where lures are also 
permitted as long as they comply with rule j. below). 

i. Only use barbless hooks or hooks on which the barb has been removed or 
flattened. 

j. Not use any double, treble or tandem hooks and not use any single hook 
larger than a size 8. 

k. Not bring any dog to the river or lake. 
l. Take all litter home, leave gates closed or open as they were when you arrived 

and not obstruct any gate or track. 
m. Not take any grayling, nor more than 5 trout in any month.  Fish taken by a 

member’s guest shall count as fish taken by the member who invited the guest 
for this rule. 

n. Not take any trout smaller than 12 inches. 
o. Produce the ticket permitting the member to fish and provide the member’s 

name and address whenever requested to do so by a fellow member or any 
representative of any of the Club’s landlords at that time. 

p. Not fish for trout on the river except between 1st April and 30th September nor 
fish for coarse fish (including grayling) on the river between 15th March and 
15th June.  

q. Not fish for any coarse fish in Lilling Lake (and return any carp inadvertently 
caught with as little damage as possible, recording the catch in the beat book 
for Lilling Lake); members are however allowed to fish Lilling Lake all year 
round for trout. 

r. Not fish for grayling outside of the brown trout season above the Ness Cottage 
car park on Nunnington Low Water Beat 1; grayling fishing is permitted 
downstream of the Ness Cottage car park during the grayling season on 
condition that where either of the Nunnington Low Water Beats is fished 
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between 1st October and 1st April, the fisherman does not wade at all (so as to 
protect redds). 

s. Only fish for pike or trot with a worm for grayling or coarse fish on Ness Beat 3, 
or with the express prior permission of the committee or the committee’s 
nominee. 
 

Numbers of members and guests  
 

6. Membership of the Club shall be limited to 60 adult members and 10 junior members.  
All members will be entitled to attend and speak at meetings of the Club’s members, 
but only adult members shall be entitled to vote.  
 

7. The club shall offer the following types of membership which shall entitle the member 
concerned to fish where stated: 

 

Type of member Where allowed to 
fish 

Other details 

Full Can fish any beat, 
including Lilling 
Lake 

Has 8 guest days 

Nunnington High 
Water  

Can fish Nunnington 
High Water Beats 1 
and 2 and Ness 
Beat 3; they can 
also fish Lilling Lake 

Has 8 guest days 

Nunnington Low 
Water and Ness 

Can fish Nunnington 
Low Water Beats 1 
and 2 and Ness 
Beats 1, 2 and 3; 
they can also fish 
Lilling Lake 

Has 8 guest days 

Associate Can fish where 
spouse/parent is 
able to fish; they 
can also fish Lilling 
Lake 

Has 8 guest days 
 

Junior Ness Beat 3; they 
can also fish Lilling 
Lake  

Has 8 guest days 

 
 

All members (other than juniors) will still be treated as equal for voting purposes, with 
one member having one vote. In these rules “full members” means any member other 
than a junior member. 
 

8. Each member shall be entitled to take a guest to fish with the member (both the 
member and guest being entitled to fish at the same time) on the number of occasions 
listed in Rule 7 for that member in a year.  The member must fish in sufficient 
proximity to his or her guest to be able to ensure that the guest complies with all of the 
Club’s rules.  Guests can only fish the beat that the member is then fishing.  Guests 
can therefore fish Lilling Lake if accompanied by the member whose guest they are.  
Guest rods are not transferable between members, ie one member has entitlement to 
8 guest rods and may not ‘take over’ guest rods that may be unused by another 
member.  Guest rods cannot be carried forward from one year until the next. 
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9. Members may request to change membership type for the coming year at any time 

before the end of November; the Committee shall decide if the request can be met 
before the end of December and notify the member accordingly. 
 

10. Members accept that the estates retain a number of tickets on their water.  Members 
shall be polite if they find an estate person fishing; members are entitled to ask people 
fishing the estate tickets to confirm that is the case and their identity.  

 
Election of Members 
 

11. New members shall be elected by the Committee by ballot. Candidates must be 
proposed and seconded by two full members. 
 
Junior members 
 

12. Junior members must be under 21 on 1st January in the relevant year.  Any member 
under the age of 16 (and any guest under the age of 16) must be accompanied by a 
responsible adult at all times whilst fishing on the river or Lilling Lake.  Junior 
members may be restricted to such part or parts of the Club’s waters as the 
Committee may decide from time to time (they can just fish Ness Beat 3 and Lilling 
Lake at the time these rules are revised).  Junior members are entitled to take eight 
guest in any year. 
 
Associate members 
 

13. Associate members must either be married to and living with a full member or a child 
of a full member who is under the age of 23.  No one else will qualify for associate 
membership. 
 
Annual Subscriptions 
 

14. Each member’s annual subscription (which will be different for different classes of 
member) is due on 1st January of the relevant year and must be received by 31st 
January. Membership shall cease if the annual subscription is not received by 31st 
January.  No reminders will be sent.  
 

15. The Committee will recommend the amounts of the annual subscriptions to the 
Annual General Meeting. The recommended variations shall be stated in the notice 
convening the meeting, and must be approved by a majority of two-thirds of the full 
members, present and voting. 
 

16. No member shall be entitled to fish and no membership ticket may be issued to them, 
until they have paid their subscription. 

 
17. Subscription fees are not refundable in any circumstance. 

 
Entrance Fee 
 

18. Members joining the Club, or re-joining after a lapse of their membership, shall pay an 
entrance fee (which may be different depending on the type of membership) set by 
the Committee from time to time. The Committee may at its discretion waive or reduce 
the entrance fee in the case of a new member who has previously paid an entrance 
fee to the Club.  
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19. Entrance fees are not refundable in any circumstance. 
 

20. Alternative entrance fee and/or subscription fee arrangements may be made from 
time to time with the consent of the majority of members who attend a general 
meeting and pass a resolution to that effect. 
 
Resignations 
 

21. Any member wishing to resign their membership must give written notice to the 
Secretary of their intention to do so before the end of the calendar year before the 
year in which they no longer wish to be a member, otherwise they will be liable for 
their subscription for the ensuing year.  An email sent to admin@nessflyfishers.org 
will suffice, but only if it has been acknowledged by the Club. 
 
Officers 
 

22. The Club shall have the following officers whose responsibilities will include the 
matters set out below: 

Office Responsibilities 

President  Figure head without responsibilities beyond being an 
ambassador for the Club 

 Not a member of the Committee 

Chair  Manage the Club as a whole 

 Consider wider issues affecting the Club (eg 
membership trends, trends in fly fishing generally that 
might affect the Club) 

 Act as the main conduit for communication with 
members 

 Chair General Meetings and meetings of the 
Committee 

Treasurer  Establish and maintain a bank account for the Club 

 Draw up accounts for the club to 30th September each 
year 

 Keep the Club’s budgeting and finances on a prudent 
footing 

 Collect monies due from members 

Secretary  Organise agendas and minutes for meetings 

 Maintain the structure of the Club (eg these rules) 

 Issue fishing passes 

 Do any paperwork required by the Environment 
Agency in connection with stockings 

 
 

23. Officers will be unpaid.  The officers, other than the president, will be voted on 
annually at the Annual General Meeting. The officers, other than the president, shall 
all automatically be members of the Committee, unless they are not re-elected in 
which case they retire with immediate effect, but be available for re-election.  If an 
officer ceases to be a member of the Committee the officer shall stand down. 
 

24. The officers will report regularly to the Committee on their areas of responsibility.  If 
there is any dispute between an officer and the Committee, the Committee’s decision 
shall be final. 
 

mailto:admin@nessflyfishers.org
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25. Officers may resign at any time and the Committee may remove any officer it wishes 
by simple majority. 
 
Committee and its powers 
 

26. The affairs of the Club shall be managed by a Committee of between four and eight 
full members. Two members of the Committee who are not officers shall retire in 
rotation at the Annual General Meeting each year and will be eligible for re-election.  
Any casual vacancy occurring in the Committee or officers may be filled by the 
Committee. Any vacancy so filled must be confirmed at the next Annual General 
Meeting. 
 

27. Neither the Committee nor an Officer shall be entitled to employ any person on behalf 
of the Club without the prior consent of the members in a general meeting.  This rule 
will not prevent the occasional use of contractors where that is approved by the 
Committee in advance. 
 

28. No member of the Committee may be paid by the club for any goods or services 
without approval of the full Committee and, after the immediately following AGM, the 
agreement of the members at that AGM.  
 
Committee Meetings 
 

29. The Committee shall meet as and when required, and at least once in each half year. 
The Secretary shall convene additional meetings of the Committee at any time at the 
request of the Chairman or any two members of the Committee. 

 
Sub-Committees 

 
30. The Committee shall have the power to appoint Sub-Committees (which may include 

junior members) and to delegate to such Sub-Committees any of its responsibilities 
other than those covered by Rule 11 (election of members), Rules 41 and 42 (fines for 
members) and Rule 43 (expulsion of members) providing that the members of such 
Sub-Committees do not serve for a period of longer than twelve months without being 
re-appointed by the Committee. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 

31. The Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held on a day in November chosen 
by the Committee. Notice of the meeting shall be sent out at least seven days in 
advance and shall be accompanied by accounts for the year ending 30th September. 
 
Business of Annual Meeting 
 

32. The Business of the Annual General Meeting shall be to:  
a. receive the Chairman’s report on the current year; 
b. approve the accounts;  
c. elect the officers and members of the Committee who retire by rotation; 
d. decide the amount of subscriptions for the following season in accordance with 

Rule 15;  
e. discuss the terms of any arrangements under which members pay for their 

membership in anything other than cash; 
f. confirm the identity of any honorary members; and 
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g. transact any other business of which notice has been given in the notice 
convening the meeting. 

 
Extraordinary General Meeting 
 

33. An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Club may be called at any time at the 
request of the Chairman, the Committee or seven members of the Club, providing that 
at least fourteen days’ notice of such meeting is given to the members and that the 
notice states in general terms the business to be transacted. The Secretary shall call 
such a meeting within twenty eight days of receiving the request to do so. 
 
Quorum 
 

34. A quorum at general meetings will be ten full members, at meetings of the Committee 
it will be four full members and at a meeting of Sub-Committees it will be three 
members of that Sub-Committee. In the event of equality of voting the Chairman shall 
have the additional casting vote. 
 
Proxies 
 

35. No proxy voting will be allowed at any meeting of the Club or Committee. 
 

Inspection powers 
 

36. Each member of the committee shall have the right to inspect any person’s receptacle 
for carrying fish. He shall report to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman or the Secretary any 
case of illegal fishing or breach of the Club’s rules as soon after the event as possible. 
 
Alteration to Rules 

 
37. Alterations to the rules may only be made at a general meeting and then only 

provided that notice of the rule it is proposed to alter and an indication in general 
terms of the alteration are stated in the notice convening the meeting and the 
alteration has the support of two-thirds of the members present and voting. 
 
Trustees of the Club and Club Property 
 

38. The Club shall have 2 or 3 trustees at all times.  The Club’s trustees at the date this 
version of our constitution was adopted are listed in the minutes of the Club’s 
inaugural meeting.  The following apply in relation to the trustees and the Club’s 
property: 

a. Each trustee shall hold office until death, resignation or removal from office by 
a resolution of the Committee.  The Committee shall consider whether 
changes are required to the trustees at least once each year.  The Chair of 
the Club shall have power to appoint new trustees after discussion with the 
Committee. 

b. All property of the Club (other than cash, which shall be managed by the 
Treasurer) shall be vested in the trustees and be dealt with by the trustees as 
the Committee shall direct from time to time.  Leases and licences of fishing 
and related land shall be considered property of the Club for these purposes. 

c. The trustees will hold the Club’s property on trust for the members for the 
time being of the Club.  The trustees shall have the power to add new 
members who join the Club as beneficiaries of the trust and the power to 
remove people from being beneficiaries when they cease to be members of 
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the Club. The trustees shall exercise these powers every time a new member 
joins, or a member leaves, the Club. 

d. The trustees shall be indemnified promptly out to the assets of the Club 
against any risk and/or expense incurred by them in fulfilling the role of a 
trustee of the Club from time to time. 

e. The trustees shall promptly when demanded to do so by resolution of the 
Committee take such steps (at the Club’s cost) as are necessary to transfer 
any interest they may have in any property of the Club to future trustees of 
the Club. 

f. No member or trustee of the Club shall be entitled to use any Club property 
other than for the purposes of the Club. 

 
Club Property 
 

39. Any person upon ceasing to be a member of the Club for any reason whatever shall 
forfeit all right to, and claim upon, the Club and its property and funds. 
 
No distribution of profits except in exceptional situations 
 

40. The Club is a non-profit making organisation. All profit and surpluses will be used to 
maintain or improve the Club’s facilities (or as a reserve for those purposes). No profit 
or surplus will be distributed other than to another non-profit making body or to 
members on winding up or dissolution of the Club. 

 
Fining of Members 

 
41. The Committee shall have the power to fine any member who breaches the rules of 

the Club or whose conduct, in the opinion of the Committee justifies a fine.  No fine 
shall be greater than one year’s subscription for a full member (irrespective of the 
membership the individual holds). Before any such member is fined, the Secretary 
shall send to them by Recorded Signed For Post, addressed to the last recorded 
address in the books of the Club, seven days’ written notice to attend a meeting of the 
Committee, which notice shall contain particulars of the complaint made against 
him/her. No member shall be fined without first having an opportunity of appearing 
before the Committee and answering the complaints made against them and unless 
at least two-thirds of the Committee then present vote in favour of the fine. 
 

42. If any such fine is not paid within 14 days of the date of the Committee’s resolution to 
impose the fine, the Committee may expel the member by a resolution passed by two-
thirds of the Committee then present.  The member shall not be entitled to attend at or 
be advised of any motion to expel him/her.  The terms set out in the next rule will not 
apply to any such expulsion. 
 
Expulsion of Members 

 
43. The Committee shall have the power to expel any member who breaches the rules of 

the Club or whose conduct, in the opinion of the Committee, renders them unfit for 
membership. Before any such member is expelled, the Secretary shall send to them 
by Recorded Signed For Post, addressed to the last recorded address in the books of 
the Club, seven days’ written notice to attend a meeting of the Committee, which 
notice shall contain particulars of the complaint made against them. No member shall 
be expelled without first having an opportunity of appearing before the Committee and 
answering the complaints made against them and unless at least two-thirds of the 
Committee then present vote in favour of their expulsion. 
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Members’ cars and equipment 
 

44. Whilst the Club accepts liability for death or personal injury caused by the Club’s 
negligence, each member is responsible for deciding whether or not to use his/her 
vehicles, mowers, fishing tackle and other assets in their own enjoyment of the Club’s 
facilities, including where they are undertaking maintenance or improvements for the 
benefit of the Club.  The Club does not insure members’ assets and will not be liable 
for any damage to any such asset and members are advised to consider their 
insurance position in the course of deciding, for example, to drive over long grass that 
may conceal obstacles or to park where animals, falling trees or farm machinery may 
cause damage or to drive near banks that may collapse. 

 
Honorary Members 

 
45. The Club may elect Honorary Members on the approval of the Committee. Such 

members shall be able to play a full part in the business of the Club and their identity 
will be reported to the members at each Annual General Meeting. 
 
Dissolution of the Club 
 

46. The Club may be dissolved by a resolution passed by a two thirds majority of full 
members attending a general meeting of the Club of which not less than four weeks’ 
prior written notice has been given and at which not less than one third of the full 
members are present. 
 

47. If any such resolution is passed, the Committee shall immediately realise the Club’s 
property, discharge its liabilities and then return the balance to the members pro rata 
to their subscriptions in the then current year (or the last previous year in which 
subscriptions were paid). 
 

48. If the Club is disbanded for any other reason, the property of the Club (after 
discharging the Club’s liabilities) shall be divided between the members of the Club 
pro rata to their subscriptions in the then current year (or the last previous year in 
which subscriptions were paid). 
 
Personal Data 
 

49. Each member consents to his/her name, address, telephone numbers, email and 
membership of (and any positions within) the Club to fellow members, the Club’s 
landlords at the relevant time and any third party to whom those details need to be 
passed in the proper conduct of the Club.  The “proper conduct of the Club” shall not 
include providing personal information to people or bodies who wish to market to 
members. 
 
Notices 
 

50. Notices to be given by the Club shall be considered properly given if sent to the last 
email address or physical address notified by a member to the Club.  All such notices 
will be deemed received on the third day after they were sent. 
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Appendix – Having a safe day’s fishing 
 
Fishing is dangerous if you do not take sensible precautions.  More people die while 
fishing each year in the UK than in any other mass participant sport.  The main 
reasons are: 

 drowning - often after wading beyond their skill/knowledge of the river bottom 

 electrocution – rods are normally made of carbon or graphite and conduct well, acting 
as a lightning conductor in a thunderstorm, or as a route for overhead electricity lines 
to short out to ground. 
This means that you should: 

 wade only where you are sure you are safe, even if the river level rises fast (and that 
can happen, even if it is not raining where you are) 

 only wade where you are comfortable and sure you can get out of the river safely, 
bearing in mind it can be impossible to wade back up stream against the current 

 take particular care when in, or near, water not to trip, slip or do anything else that 
might lead to you losing consciousness in water 

 stop fishing and put your rod down immediately if there is a thunder storm  

 make sure you spot any power lines where you are planning to fish and take great 
care when near power lines – no fish is worth electrocution – and you need to be 
aware that you/your line do not need to touch a power line to be electrocuted – 
electricity can arc across a gap 
The other significant hazards are:  

 the hook – it is sharp and often barbed so it does not fall out of the fish; it is hard 
to remove from our skin too.  Casting involves moving the hook through the air 
near your head and body.  If possible you should cast with your fly line downwind 
of your body to minimise the risks.  Wearing a hat and glasses helps protect the 
vulnerable areas. 

 Weil’s disease (or leptospirosis) – this is a relatively rare but dangerous disease 
which is generally contracted through contact between broken skin and the urine 
of rats.  You can find details at www.leptospirosis.org.   Cover cuts/grazes when 
fishing and do the same if you cut or stab yourself while on the riverside.  Also be 
aware of the symptoms and if you exhibit them after fishing visit your doctor early, 
explaining that you think you are in a higher risk category having been fishing.  
According to the site mentioned earlier, “the infection is usually systemic 
(affecting the whole body) and causes a sudden fever. In mild cases it lasts a few 
days, following a pattern similar to flu but often in two phases - a period of illness 
lasting a few days, then a slight recovery, then a second period of illness. In mild 
cases the second phase lasts a short time and the patient recovers, but in severe 
types the illness develops and progresses rapidly, leading to organ failure and 
often death if not treated with intervention and support.” 

http://www.leptospirosis.org/

