
 

Place Matters 

Community Reintegration Work Group 
Notes 

November 13, 2020, 1pm 

 

Attended:  

 

Mara Sanchez (USM), Erica King (USM), Jill Ward (MCJPAL), Jess Mizzi (MCJPAL), Galan 

Williamson (RCA Region 3), Kim Deering (DOC), Stephanie Netto (DOC), Casey Benner (USM), 

Megan West (MSW Student at USM, RJIM intern), Helen Hemminger (Maine Children’s Alliance), 

Amanda Morais (RJIM), Missy Dunham (Day One), Robyn Thurber (VocRehab DOL), Malory 

Shaughnessy (ALLIANCE), Bonnie Porta (JJAG), Linda Barry-Potter (JJ Specialist and 

Compliance Coordinator), Anwar Whiting (DOC), Jesse Pettengill (YAP), Betsy Boardman 

(Judiciary), Cullen Ryan (CHOMS) 

 

Introductions/Check-in Discussions: 

 

• Amanda: RJIM have had conversations with LCYDC about youth transition back into the 

community. Seeing if there is space for collaboration. Also, suggested that people look 

into restorative mentorship as a resource of transition aged youth. 

• Helen: Shared a link (https://maineresilience.org/) 

 

Virtual Asset Mapping: 

 

Mara presented. 

• https://placemattersmaine.org/ 

• Take the survey, spread the word! 

 

Task Force & JJAG Updates: 

 

Jill presented. 

JJ Task Force 

• Co-Chairs (Jill, Michael Brennan, Randy Liberty) have continued to check in monthly 
about what has come from the Task Force and CCLP report and related activities.  



• Gorman foundation awarded a small grant to CCLP to do a case study on what the 
Department of Corrections has been doing in this Covid moment and how that has 
aligned with report recommendations. 

JJAG 
• Met this morning (11/13). Developing the 3-year plan which is required under the federal 

JJDPA law to detail how the Title II money will be spent. 
• The 3-year planning process has to be completed by January. 
• JJAG 3-year plan draft goals: 

o 1: Developing community-based continuum of care 
o 2: Meeting needs of vulnerable populations that come into contact with the 

system.  
o 3: Systems improvement goal. 
o 4: Developing an infrastructure around strengthening youth voice in the JJAG 

and in Maine. 
• Administrative: hope to have JJAG website up and running by January to make 

information more accessible.  
• JJAG got an extra allocation $33k In its FY20 allocation and voted to put it into the RCTs 

emergency fund to help keep youth in community.  
 
Regional Care Teams Update: 
 
Galan presented.  

• In all 3 (Region 3) cases, have helped the team immensely. Speaking broadly just 
about the process: It’s been a wonderful way to bring cross-systems people together 
to brainstorm around keeping kids from getting deeper into the system.  

• Jill: working on making the email networks more useful/robust. 
• Kim: Are these 8 or 9 consults in addition to the 7 from the last two months or in 

addition to? 
o Jill: 8/9 total.  

 
Housing Justice: 
 
Erica presented 

• Components of planning for housing stability: 
o Housing Stock/Landlords 

§ CHOMS: https://www.chomhousing.org/ has properties in all the DOC 
regions.  

§ Amanda: Is this in collaboration with Victoria Morales’ efforts? 
§ Erica: Yes.  
§ Amanda talked about Project HOME in Cumberland 

County. https://www.qualityhousingcoalition.org/project-home 
o Payment/voucher 
o Support 



• Cullen: CHOMS has been working with Victoria Morales and Erica to see if there are 
ways to set aside housing for these target populations (vulnerable and underserved). 
Signed an MOU with MIO to open doors in the Lewiston and Auburn areas.  

o CHOMS has 80/81 projects and all but one has a supportive housing element.  
• Kim: Cullen, do you have any houses targeted yet?  

o Cullen: Yes. We want to make sure that the wraparound services are in place.  
• Cullen: CHOMS is a small (11 person) team that provides housing to 1100+ people. 

CHOMS doesn’t supply the service, they partner with service providers in the 
communities where the housing is located. 

 
Closing & Next Steps: 
 
Next Meeting: December 11th at 1pm. 


