
Diabetic Instructions 
 
 

- Insulin must be given every 12 hours. Do NOT give injections more than 45 – 60 
minutes early!!! It is preferable to skip a dose or give it later than usual than to give a 

dose more than 45 – 60 minutes early. If you do give insulin later than usual, make sure 

to adjust the dosing schedule so that the next dose is not given early.  
 

- If your cat’s blood sugar is too low, he/she will be unsteady on his/her feet, act listless, 
and/or mentally dull. Basically your cat will look like he or she is drunk. If this goes on, 

your cat can lose consciousness, go into shock, and eventually die. If you notice any of 

these symptoms, give 1 tablespoon of karo syrup by mouth as long as he/she can 
swallow. The karo syrup is also absorbed by the gum tissue, so it will still help to rub it 

on your cat’s gums if he/she can’t swallow. 
 

- Make sure that your cat is eating normally before giving any insulin. If his/her appetite is 
down or he/she’s vomiting, SKIP that dose, because blood sugar can be low. Food will 

affect your cat’s blood sugar level.  

 
- Store insulin in the refrigerator in the pill vial provided (light sensitive). 

 
- Gently roll the bottle to make sure it’s mixed, and then withdraw the insulin slowly. Do 

not inject air into the container. It’s ok if some air is injected into the insulin vial, but you 

don’t want to make it pressurized. 
 

- Your cat’s starting dose will be ___ units. Each mark on the syringes equal 1 unit. 
These syringes are specially made to be used with this specific type of insulin. 1 unit on 

these syringes do NOT necessarily equal 1 unit on other syringes. 

 
- Keep a calendar or notebook, logging general observations in regards to appetite, water 

intake, urine output, energy levels, etc. 
 

- Bring kitty back in 7-14 days for a glucose curve (drop off in the morning, pick up in the 
evening). 

 


