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Editor’s Thoughts 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  May the year 2018 bring us success in our endeavors, may our physical and 
spiritual needs be fulfilled, and our family life be a happy one.  May we have less stress as we 
work at our respective assigned tasks. 
 
Today, January 5, 2018 is, in the Hispanic community, the Philippines included, the eve of the 
Three Kings Holiday.  As we drove home tonight, we still saw homes with Christmas decorations 
and lights. Tomorrow the Christmas season will be officially over.  Whereas among many 
Americans Christmas is over after December 25, and you will see Christmas trees on the curbs on 
the 26th, we in the Philippines usually take down our decorations after January 6.  My wife and I 
though, put away our Christmas decorations the day after New Year’s Day.  Our home is now 
back to how it was before Thanksgiving, except for the leaves that have been falling constantly 
and need to be raked or swept with our coconut midrib broom. 
 
We hope that this year will be a good one for all of us.  I don’t know if your family has your own 
special traditions for welcoming the New Year, but for us, we just got together—our son and his 
wife Lindy, and daughter Isla, her parents and uncle and aunt, and sisters and their families.  It 



was a big family get-together, except that our son Keith was in Aruba and our daughter Karen 
was in Arlington, Texas.  We joined the delayed televised countdown of New York City’s Ball drop 
and greeted each other a Happy New Year, with hugs, and laughter, we toasted each other with 
sparkling Martinelli in paper cups and soon after went our separate ways and went to bed. 
 
So we hope that each of you is enjoying this first week of the New Year 2018. 
 

Eddie Zamora 

From Redlands, California, where days are sunny and warm. We are still waiting for winter to 
arrive.  

 
 

SOLDIERS OF CHRIST 
By Daniel A. Roa 

SULADS Comprehensive High School for the Lumads 
Sto. Domingo, Lumintao, Quezon, Bukidnon 

July 2017 

Life in the mission field was not as easy as we thought it would be. We have been through many of tests of 

our faith. We had engaged trials and tribulation, which were God’s way of molding His armies in the 

battlefield. Being a soldier had always been my dream. I didn’t know why I really liked to be a soldier or a 
policeman. God has a plan for our lives and our plan is sometimes not His plan.           

After our marriage, my wife asked me to join her in the mission field to be a missionary. It was not in my 

plan and I never thought about it. But before, she told me that if I want to be a soldier, God needed me. God 

needs a soldier to push forward His divine work. Not killing lives but bringing lives to God instead.          

I thank God for bringing me to the SULADS mission work. Its mission is reaching the unreached and not 

killing lives. My wife and I are now in the mission field. Together we grow and daily learn the teachings 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

© SULADS International, Inc. 

 

 



Some Facts about New Year Celebrations in Different Countries 
 
The First and the Last Countries to Celebrate the Coming of the New Year 
 
Samoa, Tonga and Kiritimati (Christmas Island)--part of Kiribati, are the first places to welcome the 
New Year while American Samoa and Baker Island in the United States of America are among the 
last. 

 

Costa Rica 

In Costa Rica, families usually gather around 8 pm for parties that last until 1 or 2 am, the next day. 
There are several traditions among Costa Rican families, including eating 12 grapes representing 12 
wishes for the New Year, and running across the street with luggage to bring new trips and adventures 
in the upcoming year. 

El Salvador 

In El Salvador, New Year's Eve is spent with families. Family parties start around 5:00 pm, and last 
until 1:00 to 3:00 am, the following day. Families eat dinner together and sing traditional New Year's 
Eve songs, such as "Cinco para las Doce". After the dinner, individuals light fireworks and continue 
partying outside. A radio station broadcasts a countdown to midnight. When the clock strikes midnight, 
fireworks are lit across the country. People start exchanging hugs and wishes for the New Year. 

Mexico 

Mexicans celebrate New Year's Eve, (Spanish: Vispera de Año Nuevo) by eating a grape with each 
of the twelve chimes of a clock's bell during the midnight countdown, while making a wish with each 
one. Mexican families decorate homes and parties in colors that represent wishes for the upcoming 
year: red encourages an overall improvement of lifestyle and love, yellow encourages blessings of 
improved employment conditions, green for improved financial circumstances, and white for improved 
health. Mexican sweet bread is baked with a coin or charm hidden in the dough. When the bread is 
served, the recipient of the slice with the coin or charm is said to be blessed with good luck in the New 
Year. Another tradition is to make a list of all the bad or unhappy events over the past 12 months; 
before midnight, this list is thrown into a fire, symbolizing the removal of negative energy from the New 
Year.  At the same time, they are expressed for all the good things during the year that is ending so 
that they will continue in the New Year.  

Mexicans celebrate with a late-night dinner with their families, the traditional meal being turkey or pork 
loin. Afterwards many people attend parties outside the home, for example, in night clubs. In Mexico 
City there is a street festival on New Year's Eve centered on the Zocalo, the city's main 
square.  Celebrations include firecrackers, fireworks and sparklers and shouts of "¡Feliz Año Nuevo!" 

Puerto Rico 

In Puerto Rico, New Year's Eve is celebrated with friends and family. The Puerto Rico Convention 
Center in San Juan is the main attraction for Puerto Ricans during the celebration. It has Latin music 
and fireworks at midnight along with the signature song "Auld Lang Syne" in Spanish. 

United States 

The ball drop in New York City's Times Square attracts an average of 90,000 spectators yearly. 

In the United States, New Year's Eve is celebrated with formal parties and concerts, family-
oriented activities, and large public events such as firework shows and "drops". 

The most prominent celebration in the country is the "ball drop" held in New York City's Times Square. 
Inspired by the time balls that were formerly used as a time signal, at 11:59 p.m. ET, an 11,875-pound 
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(5,386 kg), 12-foot-diameter (3.7 m) ball covered in panels made of Waterford crystal, is lowered down 
a 70 feet (21 m) high pole on the roof of One Times Square, reaching the roof of the building 60 
seconds later at midnight. The event has been held since 1907, and has seen an average attendance 
of 90,000 yearly.  

   

The same ball is used every year, but the panels are changed. 

The popularity of the spectacle has inspired similar events outside of New York City, where objects 
that represent a region's culture, geography, or history are raised or lowered in a similar fashion—
such as Atlanta's Peach Drop, representing Georgia's identity as the "Peach State", and Brasstown, 
North Carolina's lowering of a live opossum in a glass enclosure (an event which has historically 
attracted criticism from animal rights groups).  

Radio and television broadcasts of festivities from New York City helped to ingrain them in 
American pop culture; beginning on the radio in 1928, and on CBS television from 1956 to 1976 with 
ball drop coverage, Guy Lombardo and his band, The Royal Canadians, presented an annual New 
Year's Eve broadcast from the ballroom of New York's Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. The specials were best 
known for the Royal Canadians' signature performance of "Auld Lang Syne" at midnight, which made 
the standard synonymous with the holiday. Following Lombardo's death in 1977, the competing 
program New Year's Rockin' Eve (which premiered for 1973 on NBC before moving to its current 
home, ABC, for 1975), succeeded the Royal Canadians as the dominant New Year's Eve special on 
U.S. television. Its creator and host, Dick Clark, intended the program to be a modern and youthful 
alternative to Lombardo's big band music, by showcasing performances by popular musicians as part 
of the broadcast. Including ABC's special coverage of the year 2000, Clark would host New Year's 
Eve coverage on ABC for 33 straight years. After suffering a stroke in December 2004 (resulting 
in Regis Philbin guest hosting for 2005), Clark retired as full-time host of the special for the 2006 
edition, and was succeeded by Ryan Seacrest. Clark continued to make limited appearances on the 
special until his death in 2012.  

Other notable celebrations include those on the Las Vegas Strip, where streets are closed to vehicle 
traffic on the evening of New Year's Eve, and a fireworks show is held at midnight which spans across 
multiple buildings on the Strip. Los Angeles, a city long without a major public New Year celebration, 
held an inaugural gathering in Downtown's newly completed Grand Park to celebrate the beginning of 
2014. The event included food trucks, art installations, and culminating with a projection 
mapping show on the side of Los Angeles City Hall near midnight. The inaugural event drew over 
25,000 spectators and participants.[36] For 2016, Chicago introduced an event known as Chi-Town 
Rising. Major theme parks may also hold New Year's celebrations; Disney theme parks, such as Walt 
Disney World Resort in Florida and Disneyland in Anaheim, California, are traditionally the busiest 
during the days up to and including New Year's Eve. 

 

Russia 

Most Russians celebrate New Year's Eve with their families and close friends. The origin of this holiday 
in Russia derives from Christmas. Christmas was also a major holiday in Russia until it was banned, 
with all other religious holidays, by the Communist Party. To compensate for the absence of Christmas, 
New Year's was celebrated as much as Christmas was, but without the religious aspect of the holiday 
and lot of a Christmas attributes were repurposed, such as Christmas tree, which became a New Year 
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tree. Even after the fall of the Soviet Union, New Year's is still celebrated in Russia and has become 
a Russian tradition. There is an old superstition that if the first visitor (especially an unexpected one) 
on 1 January is a male, the year will be good. People also try to start the New Year without debts. 

England 

Thousands of people gather in central London for New Year celebrations, including fireworks at 

the London Eye at midnight. 

  

The London Eye Ferris wheel 

The most prominent New Year's celebration in England is that of Central London, where the arrival of 
midnight is greeted with the chimes of Big Ben. In recent years, a major fireworks display has also 
been held, with fireworks launched from the nearby London Eye Ferris wheel. On New Year's Eve 
2010, an estimated 250,000 people gathered to view an eight-minute fireworks display around and 
above the London Eye which was, for the first time, set to a musical soundtrack. The celebrations in 
London continued into 1 January, with the New Year's Day Parade, held annually since 1987. The 
2011 parade involved more than 10,000 musicians, cheerleaders and performers.  

Other major New Year events are held in the cities of Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, 
and Newcastle. 

This is just an observation.  It seems that the countries that celebrate the coming of the New Year 
with families are those countries that were occupied by either Spain or Portugal. 

 

 

12 Amusing New Year’s Traditions in the Philippines 

 

12.  No New Year’s celebration in the Philippines is complete without the Media Noche. Celebrated 

on New Year’s Eve, it is an old Filipino custom where family members, friends and relatives gather, 

to enjoy a night of feasting and drinking (In our family get-together we has sparkling apple cider.). 

For most Filipinos, the Media Noche is an emblem of family celebration and union. 
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11.  Eating pancit (long noodles) can help bring luck for the upcoming year to the eater, according to 

old New Year’s traditions in the Philippines. Introduced by Chinese settlers, these noodles represent 

good health and long life. That’s why these noodles are also a staple in birthday celebrations in the 

Philippines. 

Sounds ridiculous? Believe me, nearly 80 percent of modern Filipinos still practice this tradition. 

 

   

10.  Filipinos believed that eating sticky rice like biko or suman will help improve the relations and 

bond of the family. 

 

 9.  The round shape is a symbol for prosperity in Filipino and Chinese traditions. For that reason, 

most Filipinos would use 12 different round-shaped and sweet fruits (grapes, oranges and 

watermelon) as their centerpiece during their Media Noche. 

Why can’t they prepare just one round fruit for their Media Noche? Well, guess what? Each fruit 

represents a month in the looming New Year, meaning you should have 12 different fruits on your 

table so that you will be prosperous all year round. 

8. Chicken and Fish are a Big No-no 

Not all delicious mouthful treats, however, can bring good fortune, as far as Filipino New Year’s 

traditions and superstitions are concerned. Filipinos usually don’t eat Fish and chicken dishes during 

New Year’s Eve, as they symbolize scarcity of food.  Chickens peck their food and some Filipinos 

believe eating chicken may cause them to live by hand-and-peck method. 

 



 

7.  Want to fill your bank account and wallet with a load of money this 2018? Then, pay off your 

debts, and stuff your wallet or pocket with a ton of new peso bills. Filipinos believe that your financial 

state, at the stroke of midnight, will echo your wealth for the forthcoming year.6. Don’t spend a dime 

on January 1. 

January 1, in the Filipino New Year’s traditions, is a day that dictates everything in your life for the 

rest of the year. As the Filipino New Year’s traditions imply, the things you do on this day will 

embody every aspect of your life for this year. Thus, most Pinoys would opt to stay at home on the 

year’s first day, and avoid spending a peso, so they won’t have to shell out a great deal of cash in the 

year to come. 

 

 

5.  Jump High.  Kids, in the Philippines, are encouraged to jump as high as they can when the clock 

hits 12 because old folks believe that it will help their youngsters grow taller. I know there is no 

proven scientific explanation to back up this belief, but hey, it’s worth a shot. Besides, jumping, while 

screaming your heart out, is a fun way to welcome the New Year. 

4.  When the New Year sets in, Filipinos would open their drawers, cabinets and windows to let the 

positive vibes and good fortunes get in. 

3.  Cleaning the house may be a bad thing in this Southeast Asian destination, specifically during New 

Year’s Day. As old Filipino customs suggest, cleaning the house may sweep away the good fortunes 

that came in during the New Year’s Eve. 

 



 

2.  As quirky and idiosyncratic as they look, polka dot getups are actually a big hit during this jolly 

yearly event, across the Philippines.  In Filipino New Year’s traditions, polka dots epitomize 

prosperity in the upcoming year. 

 

    

1. In the Philippines, fireworks and firecrackers are lighted not only to celebrate the new year, 

but also to create loud sounds that would drive away the wicked spirits and elementals. Not a 

big fan of ear-piercing and bursting cherry bombs? You can still eradicate all the misfortunes 

in your life from the past year, by creating fizzing sounds from your cellphones, kitchen 

utensils, or a torotot (a small handmade trumpet).  When we were kids we made bamboo 

cannons fueled with kerosene, and the more ambitious ones use carbide (acetylene) for a 

louder bang.   Some who own vehicles sometimes tie empty tin cans behind their cars or 

motorcycles and drive around town to add to the noise. 

 

The Tournament of Roses Parade and Us 
 
The Tournament of Roses Parade, or more familiarly called Rose Parade had its beginning on 
January 1, 1890 when some Pasadena residents agreed to decorate horse-drawn wagons and 
have a parade on New Year’s Day.  From then on, the wagons evolved into floats and year after 
year has become more beautiful.  Today the Tournament of Roses Parade is part of America’s 
New Year celebrations.  It is held on January 1 except when January 1 falls on a Sunday then the 
parade is held on Monday, January 2.  The parade is aired on television and is seen by millions all 
over the world. 



 
In 1905 the first Rose Queen was crowned.  The Rose Queen of 2018 is the 100th Rose Queen.  In 
1905 less than 20 ladies vied for the title.  Today the queen is chosen from 1000 applicants from 
Pasadena high schools. 
 
The first Tournament of Roses Parade we witnessed was on January 1, 1986.  We spent the night 
at a friend’s house in Pasadena and were driven to Colorado Boulevard early the next morning.  
After that first experience my wife and I were hooked and we attended the parade every year.  
We left our home in Riverside very early on January 1, found parking near the parade route and 
looked for a good viewing position along Colorado Blvd.  Sometimes we paid for reserved seats 
but most of the time we just stood on the sidewalk like most of the people. 
 
After the parade, leaving Pasadena was not easy.  Millions of people with cars all want to leave 
so a person’s patience is tried.  But once you get on I-210, everything would be fine.  Friends 
wondered why we did that “pilgrimage” year after year, enduring the cold, the lack of sleep, the 
crowd, the lack of rest rooms.  Actually we had our own reasons.  Nothing beats seeing those 
beautiful floats up close, and listening to those huge bands playing just a few feet from you—we 
just enjoyed that.  We were there when the B-2 bomber first flew over the parade route.  We 
saw it several more times. 
 
Eventually age did creep up on us.  I don’t remember the last parade we went to but I searched 
my picture files and found only the 2007 parade pictures.  I know I took pictures before the digital 
age but those prints are in albums somewhere. 
 
Here are a few pictures from the 2007 Tournament of Roses Parade. 

  
 



  
 

The Tournament of Roses Parades are experiences we will treasure while memory lasts.  The 
floats showcase the beauty of the flowers used to decorate them, and the genius of the people 
who created them.  Happy New Year. 
 
Eddie and Ellen Zamora 
 

 
 

In Closing… 
 

Alumni Calendar 
 

When What Where For More Info 

2018 June 24-July 
1 

SULAD 50th Anniversary Homecoming Reunion at MVC Campus 

2019  Summer. 
TBD 

MVCSN Golden 
Anniversary Reunion 

MVC Campus Devaney Bayeta, Pres 
MVCSN Homebase Chapter 

2019 Aug 12-17 International Pathfinder Camporee. 
Oshkosh, WI 

www.camporee.org  
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Meet the Editors 
 

This week’s issue of Cyberflashes was by Eddie Zamora.  Today is the start of the 
fortnightly issues.  The next issue will be on January 19 edited by Melodie Inapan. 

Please direct all entries to her or to any of the editors. 
 

NAME:  EMAIL ADDRESS:  

Eddie Zamora  ezamora594 at aol dot com  
Evelyn Porteza-Tabingo  etabingo at gmail dot com  
Jessie Colegado  Cyberflashes at gmail dot com  
Joy Caballero-Gadia  watermankids at yahoo dot com  
Lily EscaraLare  LyLare at Hotmail dot com  
Melodie Mae Karaan-Inapan  melodieinapan at yahoo dot com  
Raylene Rodrigo-Baumgart  raylene.baumgart at gmail dot com  
Romulo ‘Romy’ Halasan  romsnake at gmail dot com  

 
If you wish to subscribe to Cyberflashes, to unsubscribe, or if you changed your email address and 
want Cyberflashes to be sent to your new address, please send your request via email to any of the 
editors. We spell out the @ and dot signs in the email addresses to prevent worms, viruses, and 
robots from harvesting them. If you would like to correspond, simply substitute the correct symbols 
 

 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

FOR THE CONTINUED HEALING OF: Marie Bingcang, Ching Rivera, Jerusalem Era, Felix Sareno, Elmer 
Aguro, Rayelch Modillas, Rebecca Antemano, Roxie Pido, Virgie Osita, Sol Solilapsi-Pierce, Pastor Oseas 
Zamora, Pastor Remelito Tabingo and members of the MVC Alumni & Friends who are sick.  

 
COMFORT FOR THE BEREAVED FAMILIES OF:  
Venancio “Tantoy” Abesta, Sr., Paulino “Jun” Nebres, Lemuel Mantua, Phoebe Caballero Cagulada, 
Allan Magie, RJ Buada, Naty Caballero-Sanz, Anabel Quilog, and other families who recently lost their 
loved ones. 
 
 

   



 

Closing Thought 

 

Every failure I have considered my own, 

but every success has been shared. 

 

Michael J. Fox 
 

 
 

Happy New Year and Happy Sabbarth! 

 
 

 

 

 


