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How quickly each year comes around and this 

year was no different as the same 6 women, 

now named the Mama Wazuri (the kind 

mothers), headed with huge bags packed to 

visit the Saidia family. This was my 9th year 

visiting the home and having seen the 

children grow up and blossom has been one 

of the most rewarding experiences of my life.  

The construction work on the new TV room, 

baby room and the laundry is completed and 

thanks to donors the children can now 

enjoy TV time after homework is done.  The 

baby room has a bouncy plastic floor and the 

babies come down each morning to play in 

the sunny room with toys and books that are 

kept in the cupboard. It is very heartening to 

see our little ones with books, puzzles and the 

ever-popular Duplo game .  They come down 

for about an hour in the morning before they 

have snack time outside and then return for 

quiet play-time.  It has made such a 

difference to their daily routine. 

Site visit report by Briony Bax with photos by Celia Davis 

News of 
Saidia 
Children’s 
Home  
Gilgil, Kenya 
June 2017 

Thank you to the 
Saidia Board 
based in Gilgil 
for all their hard 
work and 
dedication to the 
children. 

Angus Simpson 

Rowena White 

Michele LeRoux 

Thomas Mugo 

Charities that support 
the Saidia Children’s 
Home include:  

  Orphan Support League 
  4096 Piedmont Avenue 
  #615 
  Oakland CA94611  
  510-333-6082 
www.orphansupportleague.org 
contact@orphansupporteague.org 

 
USA 

Saidia Children’s Charity (Kenya) 
formerly Mji wa Neema 
4 Sage Close 
Bristol 
UK  
www.saidiacc.org 
saidiachildrenscharity@gmx.com 
 

UK 
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Whilst we were on site the first washing 

machine that Saidia has ever had 

arrived and was greeted with great 

excitement.  Can you imagine that this is 

the first time that some of our children 

have ever seen a washing machine? It 

will be used primarily for the baby 

clothes and nappies.  In addition, Sarah 

Kimani, our education officer gave us 

updates on the high school children.  

Together we identified areas of 

improvement, especially math, and have 

taken steps to help the children excel, 

such as setting up a laptop with access 

to the excellent math program The Khan 

Academy so the children can work on 

their math at the same time as having 

fun on the computer. It is very 

heartening to see that Sarah has already 

established set study times during the 

week and the weekends are now 

supervised by Andrew, one of our 

education officers. Sarah Nduta 

continues to run the home with help 

from  Eva Muhulal, the Director. The 

paperwork involved with running a home 

is endless, but it is good to know that 

Saidia is considered a model home and 

a good example to others in our area.  

Of course, none of this would be 

possible without your help – so please 

know that your money is going directly to 

support these children not only at Saidia 

but also at the Bondeni feeding station 

in Gilgil. Together we really can effect 

change. Thank you, Briony Bax 

Site visit report continued… 

Saidia is run as a 
family home not as an 
institution.  
 
Our biggest expense is 
education, which we 
believe is the key to all 
our children’s futures. 

The new baby playroom and TV room 
were built this year with big help from 
volunteer Jayne Confino who asked 
friends to donate to Saidia in honour 
of her 60th birthday.  Jayne loves 
nothing better than creating and 
painting murals on her annual visits to 
Saidia. She is also a dab hand at 
darning holes in school uniforms and 
knitting fabulous sweaters.  

Smiles all 
round at the 
delivery of the 
new washing 
machine. 
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First graduate lunch held at Amity 
As we’ve been coming to Saidia for so long we decided 

to host a lunch this year for the Saidia graduates. It 

would give us a chance to meet them off campus and 

away from their workplaces and catch up with all their 

news. We were amazed at the attendance with people 

coming from miles away. David even came all the 

way from Lamu which involved two days traveling on 3 

buses. The Amity Hotel was asked to provide a 

chicken, sausage and chip luncheon with sodas for all.   

At the appointed time almost all our graduates turned 

up looking so smart and we were treated to updates of 

their careers – here is just a sampling. 

Cel lyna and Jane will graduate from their teacher 

training at Egerton University this year and will be our 

first graduates ever. We are very proud. Rosemary 

continues to study industrial chemistry at the 

University of Nairobi. She will graduate next year. 

Shadrack and Evanson are taking IT degree 

courses at the Technical University of Nairobi and are 

in their first year. Doreen is studying urban planning 

at the University of Masai Mara. Samuel has taken a 

driving course and is a driver for a posho (grain) mill. 

He is very proud of his new job. David and Monica 

have both completed their NYS training and are 

working on the Nation Building program. Robert 

and James are qualified motor mechanics and 

Peter has followed them taking the same course 

that they attended. Jul ia is thinking about a 

nursing career. Faith worked as a cook for a year 

but has decided to go back to school to finish her 

studies. Fel ista is enrolled at a Social Work 

degree at a local university.  

It was so moving to see these young people 

embarked upon their adult life and it is a 

testament to the power of education to change 

their world. Our university program is now 

established with the candidates obtaining local 

loans first (HELB Loans) given by the government 

and OSL providing top-up money for living and 

accommodation. A new computer loan scheme will 

be in place shortly to make sure that those going 

into IT have the tools that they need to complete 

their courses.  

Thank you to xAd and OSL for providing much 

needed funding for further education programs. 

Education is an investment that just keeps on 

giving and the graduate lunch will now become an 

annual event. 
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NEW WEBSITES FOR OSL 

AND SAIDIA CC 

One of the goals for both charities this 

year was to update their websites and 

working in conjunction with Archant 

Digital Solutions both have been 

redesigned and given a corporate 

facelift. If you haven’t see the bright 

and colorful sites do visit them at 

www.orphansupportleague.org and 

www.saidiacc.org 

The aim is to streamline both charities 

so that we look like each other and 

follow the same guidelines but accept 

donations in our own currencies.  

This redesign was funded by a private 

donor and so did not take any of our 

operating funds which is the pledge 

we make to you that 100% of the 

money we receive goes to  programs. 

 

MEDINA JOHNSON, CHAIR 

OF SAIDIA CC REFLECTS  

When I am asked, “Do you have 
children?” my reply is, “Yes, I have 
a family of over 50 in Kenya.” Anne 
Mitchell, one of the founders of 
Saidia, invited me to be a part of the 
organization 14 years ago and since 
then, I have had the privilege of 
seeing many of our children grow 
from toddlers to teenagers and from 
small children to productive young 
adults. 
 
I have seen changes in the 
regulations and requirements for 
children’s homes and the 
challenges faced by the board and 
staff at Saidia to meet these. I have 
seen how the capricious weather 
causes crop failure leading to sharp 
increases in food prices. I have seen 
many of the harsh realities of life in 
Kenya. 
 
What I have never seen is a 
wavering in the strength of support 
that the board and staff provide to 
the children to ensure that each one 

reaches his or her potential and is 
best supported to move on from 
Saidia equipped with practical and 
emotional tools and the resilience to 
make their way in the world.  
 
What I have also never seen is a 
wavering in the shared love and bonds 
that exist between all the children. 
New children are welcomed to Saidia 
and looked after and encouraged to 
find their fit in the family, while the 
children who have been at the home a 
longer time all find their own roles as 
advisor, organizer, babysitter, kitchen 
helper, jester, mentor, educator. Quite 
simply, the rhythm of Saidia works. 
When we visit we disrupt that rhythm 
for a short while before becoming 
absorbed into the day to day 
functioning of the home and become 
honorary family members right down 
to sweeping up, darning school 
uniforms, bandaging sore knees and 
helping out with homework.  
 
The ten-day visit to Saidia is a 
highlight of my year and the love and 
warmth of my family of over 50 is 
sustaining for the remaining 355 days 
until we do it all over again. 
 

- Medina Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Mama 
Wazuri 
Medina, Chipper, 
Jayne, Celia, Cynthia 
and Briony visit the 
children and work at 
the home every year 
during the Apri l  
school holidays.  
 
I f  you are interested 
in coming to Saidia  
on a working trip or 
visit ing Saidia when 
on holiday in Kenya 
please email 
brionybax@yahoo.com  
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 DAY OUT AT FISHERMAN CAMP  

As our regular readers know, once a year 

we take the children out on a picnic, 

usually to Fisherman’s Camp on the shores 

of Lake Navaisha. There is lush green 

grass, shade and a picnic area which 

means our cooks can provide the meal to 

keep the costs down.   

There is a mega shopping trip the day 

before the picnic with the children guiding the 

volunteers on what they would like to eat. This 

usually consists of bread, butter, chips, 

popcorn, watermelon and a beef pilau plus 

sodas and water. Once the food is gathered 

we take all but the tiniest babies to the lake 

and play soccer, ball games and running 

games. 

This year 10 bicycles were rented for the day 

so that each group could have a go at 

learning to ride. The older boys and the older 

girls shared 6 bikes and the little ones had 4 

bikes to play on.  Again, the older children 

helped the younger and by the end of the day 

many of the children, especially the older girls 

had learnt how to ride a bike for the very first 

time. We feel this is an essential tool for our 

children and a great way to have fun and 

learn a skill at the same time. 

By four o’clock we were all getting tired and 

after buying some fish from the lake for the 

children to have for dinner on Sunday, the 

buses were loaded up and we all went 

home to rest and reflect on a very 

successful day. 

Thank you to all donors who gave money 

specifically for this treat. The children really 

appreciate getting out of town and playing in 

the countryside. 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE 
FOLLOWING WHO HAVE HELPED 
SAIDIA: 

The Board members at Saidia, and Saidia 
Children’s Charity, and OSL. 

The Loving Hands Group in Brancaster 
Staithe who knitted such lovely baby clothes. 

Jayne Confino who dedicated her significant 
birthday to the children of Saidia and asked 
people to donate to the children instead of 
gifts. This money was used partly to outfit the 
new TV room, baby room and laundry. 

Celia Davis and Chipper Joseph our generous 
‘Mama’ photographers. 

Cynthia Petrow who every year writes a song 
for the ‘Mamas’ to sing and, along with her 
family is a big supporter of our university 
program. Cynthia also provided Shoes That 
Grow to all our children.  

Charlotte Bax and Daniel King for the videos. 

The Irish volunteers who have paid for 
computer courses for our older children. 

Amanda Hanley for clothes for the children.  

Ann Moore and Edward Duffield who made 
the picnic possible. 

Juliet Griffiths who ran the London Marathon 
for Saidia. 

Pam Fullerton and Catherine Muriel who 
organized a social media fundraiser. Gayle 
Sells and Chipper Joseph for the annual 
mailing and Chris Modera for becoming the 
new treasurer at OSL. 

Everyone who has donated in any way to our 
home. We promise that all money that we 
receive goes directly to the programs at 
Saidia and we value your trust in us and in 
return we offer direct reporting, responsible 
oversight and fiscal responsibility. 

Finally, we would like to thank the board,  
staff and the children at Saidia. They make a 
house full of 60 children feel like a home not 
an institution.  Their dedication and the 
children’s willingness to help out and look out 
for each other is a testament to why we don’t 
call it an orphanage. It is a home, a messy, 
busy, vibrant home, but one that is full of love 
and supported by people all around the world. 

Thank you again for your help. 
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We thank everyone for 
their support for not only 
the babies and toddlers 
at Saidia but also for our 
high school children and 
our graduates.  

NEW SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 

ANNOUNCED FOR SAIDIA 

The OSL has announced a new sponsorship program for their 
donors.  

In order to help us judge our income each year we are inviting 
donors to make a minimum $25 (or $50 for university 
sponsors) monthly donation using our JustGive facility.  

In return for this commitment you will receive a hand written 
letter from a child along with photos and a drawing each year. 
It is a way to feel directly connected with the home and they 
will be listed as a sponsor in the next newsletter. 

Please see  www.orphansuppportleague.org for a wonderful 
video which has been made showing the babies, children and 
graduates who you will be helping to support with this initiative 
and you can sign up on-line by pressing the donate button. 

We hope you will consider becoming a sponsor for the home. 

ORPHAN SUPPORT LEAGUE 
4096 Piedmont Avenue, #615, Oakland, CA94611 
http://www.orphansupportleague.org 

510-333-6082  brionybax@yahoo.com or contact@orphansupportleague.org 

WAYS TO HELP 

The budget to run Saidia is approximately $75,000 per year for 60 children including school 
fees, food and shelter. A dollar goes a long way in Kenya. Please help us in whatever way you 
can.   

The easiest way is to donate online at www.orphansupportleague.org - you can set up a monthly 
donation or a one-time gift. 

If you would like to become a sponsor of the home please set up a minimum of $25 monthly 
donation ($50 for University sponsors) through our website. 

Alternatively checks can be sent to OSL at the address above. 

Thank you to everyone for your support.     

Briony Bax, Chipper Joseph, Pam Fullerton, Chris Modera, Catherine Muriel and Gayle Sells – 
Board Members of the Orphan Support League. 

The Orphan Support League is a registered 501(c)3 in the State of California 26-0345385 


