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The Lighthorsemen
Film screening Tue. 17 October, 2017
Old Gazette Theatre, Dorrigo NSW

Three-day getaway 
commemorating the 
Lighthorse Charge at 

Beersheba (31 Oct 1917)

Take in the 
tranquillity 

of beautiful Dorrigo
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Sunday October 15 - Welcome Dinner

Travelling to Dorrigo 
Check in to Heritage Hotel Motel 
Dorrigo, corner of Hickory and 
Cudgery Streets

Welcome Dinner at Heritage Hotel Motel 
Dorrigo in its 1925 Heritage Hotel Dining 
Room

6.30pm 
Hors d’oeuvre and complimentary 
sparkling wine

7.00pm 
Dinner - choice of two mains and 
choice of two desserts ($56, drinks 
at own cost)

8:00pm 
Film showing, The Waler - 
Australia’s Great War Horse. A 
documentary produced by Mago 
films for the ABC.

Guy Haydon in army uniform on his horse Midnight in 
1917. Although Midnight did not return to Australia, she 
already had offspring in the Haydon stud in the Hunter 

Valley and her bloodline continues to this day.

The Waler: Australia’s Great War 
Horse takes us on an epic journey from 
the outback of Australia, across the vast 
Indian Ocean, to the pyramids of Egypt, 
the living hell that was Gallipoli, and the 
unforgiving desert sands of the Middle 
East.

Over 130,000 Australian horses served in 
the Great War of 1914-18. Nearly 30,000 
were engaged in the Middle East. Popular-
ly known as ‘Walers’, it was in the desert 
sands that their legend was born. They 
carried their men to victory on the long 
road to Damascus, but at war’s end they 
did not come home. This is the story of 
their colonial origins, their gallant service, 
and their shameful fate.
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Monday October 16 - National Parks

Complimentary breakfast in Fernery Bistro at Heritage Hotel Motel Dorrigo

9.00am 
Visit World Heritage Dorrigo National Park and Gondwana Rainforest 
(entry by gold coin donation - includes the presentation and the guided rainforest walk)

9.30am 
Presentation on History of Dorrigo National Park

150,000,000 years ago rainforest once 
covered most of the ancient southern 
super-continent of Gondwana. As this super- 
continent split into several continents, 

some of this rainforest remained in parts of 
Australia. The Gondwana Rainforest is now 
Australia’s most ancient type of vegetation.

10.00 to 10.30am 
Walk across the rain forest tree tops via Dorrigo National Park’s famous Sky Walk. Take 
in the views along the Bellingen Valley to the Pacific Ocean.

10.30am to 12.30pm 
Guided walk through Dorrigo National Park to Crystal Shower Falls. View the falls 
from the foot bridge and from behind the falls (see photos below).
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1:00pm 
Lunch at Canopy 
Café at Dorrigo 
National Park

2:15pm 
Travel 5km to 
Griffith Lookout 
and view the 
mountain ranges 
that wall the 
Bellingen Valley 
and beyond to the 
Pacific Ocean.

Visit the scenic property of Rod and Ruth Holmes and see the view from their property 
that was voted Best Back Yard Award on Tim Cox’s night-time ABC Radio program.

While at Rod and Ruth Holmes’ property see the 1908 Albion car and the 1912 Albion truck.

Albion trucks and cars were used in 
large numbers by our army during 
World War I.

Have your photograph 
taken in these vehicles while 
wearing period costume.
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3:30pm 
Visit the Mark Donaldson VC Park to learn some of the history of Dorrigo’s VC winner; 
enjoy the view over the rolling hills of the Dorrigo Plateau.

Thanks to the people of Dorrigo for coming 
together and supporting us at one of our 
hardest times. You truly are a great example of 
an Australian community.

Page 420 “The Crossroad” by Mark Donaldson, VC

Mark Donaldson was born on 2 April 1979 in Waratah, 
New South Wales, the younger son of Greg, a Vietnam War 
veteran, and Bernadette Donaldson.

He grew up in Dorrigo, attending Dorrigo High School 
until 1996. In 1995 his father died suddenly of a heart 
attack and Mark and his brother became wards of Legacy.

The actions for which Donaldson’s Victoria Cross for 
Australia were awarded took place on 2 September 2008 
while patrolling with Afghan and US forces. During an 
ambush, Donaldson rescued an Afghan interpreter while 
under heavy fire.

Citation

For most conspicuous acts of gallantry in 
action in a circumstance of great 

peril in Afghanistan as part of the Special 
Operations Task Group during 

Operation SLIPPER, Uruzgan province, 
Afghanistan.

6:00pm 
Dinner at Dorrigo Wholefoods Pop Up Restaurant, 28 Hickory Street 
Three course meal of fresh, local, organic ingredients ($55, BYO). Corkage and tea or 
coffee included.

Following the meal, Peter Lynch of Pelena Energy will give a presentation about 
micro-hydro generation of electricity.
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Tuesday October 17 - Lighthorse Commemoration

Complimentary breakfast in Fernery Bistro Hotel Dorrigo.

9.00 to 10.00am 
Tour of classical 1920s country hotel architecture features of Heritage Hotel Dorrigo. 
The hotel’s heritage listing citation reads:

1:00pm 
Lunch at Touch of Country - menu select from board (further details page 12).

10:00am to 12.30pm 
Visit to Dangar Falls, viewing 
from above the falls and from the 
river bed below the drop.

above. Solid cornices. Balcony area features 
wrought iron balustrade, brackets and va-
lence. Art Nouveau pattern. Also wrought iron 
brackets to verandah below. Solid timber 
posts with moulded astragals. Original open-
ings, doors and windows. Little altered. Some 
reconstruction. Well maintained.

Architecturally, Dorrigo’s most impressive 
building, and one of the best in the Shire. 
Located at the town’s key intersection, ensuring 
its considerable street scape potential is fully 
realised.

An important local landmark, essential to the 
town’s historical identity. Built during the 
period when the Dorrigo plateau achieved its 
greatest prosperity, and reflecting the optimism 
of the time.

Has survived better than most of the town’s 
older buildings of note. Typical of the Filigree style 
hotels which characterised country towns in the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Little altered and well maintained.

Two storey hotel dated 1925. Face brick, 
now with rendered dado. Impressive double 
verandah with rendered and moulded parapet 
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Map extracted from The Australian Light Horse by Roland Perry, Hachette Australia, Sydney

2:15pm 
Presentation in the RSL Club about the light horse actions in 1916 and 1917 including 
the charge at Beersheba in October 1917. Australian light horse battles included 
Romani, El Arish, Magdhaba, Beersheba, Hebron, Sasa, Kaukab, and Damascus.

Map extracted from Midnight Warhorse by Peter Haydon, Bloomfield Homestead, Blandford
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4:30pm 
Short walk along Hickory Street to 
the commemoration of the Lighthorse 
charge at Beersheba. 
Following this there will be a laying 
of a wreath at the war memorial in the 
centre of town.

Dorrigo Light Horse Soldiers WW1

The following 30 Dorrigo residents enlisted for the Light Horse regiments in World War 1

 » Cotmore, Frederick 6LH
 » Dale, Arthur John 1LH
 » Ebbatson, Walter 1LH
 » Emerson, Samuel John 2LH
 » Graham, Charles Leslie 6LH
 » Greenhalgh, Walter Bede 12LH
 » Guest, Harry 6LH
 » Hackett, Garnett Falkiner 7LH
 » Hackett, Norman Gladstone 7LH
 » Hollibone, Alfred Oscar 6LH
 » Hutton, Falkiner Holt 11LH
 » Kirton, Cecil Roy 7LH
 » Macrae, Gordon 6LH
 » McCarthy, William 14LH
 » McCarthy, Eugene Prosper 2LHMG

 » Nilsson, Tage S 14LH
 » Parence, Robert Leslie 1LH
 » Pauls, Ernest 12LH
 » Probets, Frederick John 2LH
 » Purkiss, Bertie Darryl 1LH
 » Purkiss, Percy John Lyndon 1LH
 » Reynolds, Arthur Rens 6LH
 » Rogan, William Stanley 7LH
 » Sinclair, Clair 7LH
 » Taylor, William Edward 5LH
 » Vidler, John Charles 7LH
 » Walker, Samuel Oswald 7LH
 » Waugh, Hugh Gordon 7LH
 » Waugh, Walter Spencer 7LH
 » Wilson, John James 14LH
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6:00pm 
Thai banquet at Dorrigo RSL Thai Restaurant, $20 per head – 6 dishes, select some or 
taste all. Individual accounts for food and drinks.

8:00pm 
Film showing of The Lighthorsemen at the Old Gazette Theatre, Dorrigo. 
Gold coin donation welcomed.

The Lighthorsemen is a 1987 
Australian feature film about the 
men of a World War I light horse unit 
involved in Sinai and the Palestine 
Campaign’s 1917 Battle of Beersheeba. 
The film is based on a true story and 
most of the characters in the film were 
based on real people.

It follows in the wake of other New 
Wave Australian war films such as 
Breaker Morant (1980) and Gallipoli 
(1981). Recurring themes of these films 
include the Australian identity, such 
as mateship and larrikinism, the loss 
of innocence in war, and also the 
continued coming of age of the 
Australian nation and its soldiers.

A brief history of the Light Horse Brigade charge

Two costly frontal assaults in March and 
April 1917 had failed to capture Gaza 
and resulted in more than 10,000 allied 
casualties. In late October, the newly arrived  
British Commander of the Egyptian Force, 
General Sir Edmund Allenby, initiated a fresh 
offensive.

On the morning of 31 October, 
Beersheba was attacked by three infantry 
divisions, supported by bombardment 
by more than 100 guns. By mid-afternoon, 

it was obvious that the town had to be taken 
before nightfall, or the attempt would 
fail due to water supply shortages. The 
comparatively untested 4th and 12th 
Regiments  from the 4th Light Horse 
Brigade were thrust into the fray and 
ordered to take the town.

The cavalry-styled charge of these Light 
Horse regiments ensued and the rest is 
history!
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Wednesday October 18 - Norman Jolly Reserve and Railway Heritage

Complimentary breakfast in Fernery Bistro Hotel Dorrigo.

The World War I Railway Operating Division

placed in charge of the Australian railway 
operations. Milne had a distinguished 
service career and received the Distin-
guished Service Order, the Volunteer Officers’ 
Decoration and the French decoration of Croix 
de Guerre. He returned to the New South 
Railways after the war, retiring in 1951.

The locomotives had to be simple in design 
and operation as the army personnel assigned 
to drive them were not experienced train 
drivers.

At the end of the war the majority of the 

2.00pm 
Review the world’s largest railway 
museum, the Dorrigo Steam 
Railway and Museum, on its 55 acre 
site 3 km from Heritage Hotel Motel 
Dorrigo.

12:30pm 
Lunch at Food Angel Café and Book-
shop, selection from menu board 
(see page 14)

10:00am to 12:00noon 
Scenic drive around the rolling 
green hills of the Dorrigo Plateau 
via Bostobrick and Moonpa Road to 
Nymboi-Binderay National Park.

Visit the Norman Jolly Memorial 
Grove and view its stand of old 
growth, giant tallowwood trees, up 
to 600 years old and 150m tall.

In World War I the allies needed an efficient 
method of transporting troops, munitions and 
provisions to and from the battlefield. The 
chosen method of transport was rail. 
Commencing in 1916 the British Government 
built 521 Railway Operating Division (ROD) 
War Department Army locomotives to move 
these trains.

The photo at the top of the next page shows 
one of these ROD locos during World War I.

The Australian army had an experienced 
railway man Edmund O. Milne who was 
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locomotives went into storage in England. 
A number were sold into China and Turkey 
and thirteen were purchased by John Brown 
Collieries Newcastle NSW to haul coal trains.

The locomotives stored in England saw 
active service again in World II. First in the North 
African campaign transporting troops and 
materials across northern African and 
after D-day supplying the Allied armies across 
Europe and into Germany.

Because the Germans destroyed locomotives  
and railways as they retreated, the World War I 
locomotives remained in France, Holland and 
Belgium until those countries’ economies 

recovered. The locomotives were then replaced 
and scrapped.

Around the world these locomotives were 
scrapped so that today only 3 remain. One is 
in Newcastle and two (in the foreground of 
the photo below) are in the world’s largest 
collection of railway locomotives, carriages and 
wagons at Dorrigo Steam Railway and Museum 
(DSRM).

A 1918 Christmas card featuring one of these 
locomotives was mailed from France to Australia. 
The card is part of the thousands of small items 
in the DSRM collection. The items include railway 
uniforms, badges, caps, tickets and much more.

4:00pm 
Depart Dorrigo

An engine of the Railway Operating 
Division in Europe in World War I

Two engines of the Railway Operating 
Division now in the Dorrigo Steam 

Railway & Museum
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Dorrigo Arts, Crafts, Antiques, and Clothing shops

Dorrigo Sweet Shop 
38 Hickory Street 
Ph: 02 6657 1577 
Facebook: @dorrigosweetshop 
Old world sweet shop

Misty Threads 
40 Hickory Street 
Ph: 02 6657 1200 
Em: mistythreads@hotmail.com 
Web: mistythreads.com.au 
Craft supplies (including quilting)

A Touch of Country 
16 Cudgery Street 
Ph: 02 6657 1400 
Em: vla34931@bigpond.net.au 
Facebook: @atouchofcountrydorrigo 
Homewares, souvenirs, gifts and plants 
Order your Christmas puddings from Vicki at 
A Touch of Country

Miss Winks 
17 Cudgery Street 
Ph: 02 6657 2147 
Em: misswink8@gmail.com 
Facebook: whatdoyouthinkmisswink 
Gifts – glass, ceramic, copper, 
leather and more
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Dorrigo Wholefoods 
28 Hickory Street 
Ph: 02 6657 1002 
Em: dorrigowholefoods@gmail.com 
Web: dorrigowholefoods.com.au 
Great selection of organic produce; pop up 
restaurant featuring healthy wholefoods.

Mountain Metal Art 
47A Hickory Street, 
Ph: 0457 960 770 
Em: mountainmetalart@yahoo.com 
Facebook: @mountainmetalart 
Blacksmith lessons, custom wrought iron, 
orders, designer jewellry, 
hand made items, from local artisans

Waterfall Way Gallery 
57 Hickory Street, Dorrigo 
Ph: 02 6657 2375 
Em: waterfallwaygallery@gmail.com 
Web: waterfallwaygallery.com 
The Gallery presents artists and musicians 
from across the Waterfall Way region, with 
regular exhibitions, recitals, lectures, and 
workshops.

Gallery 2453 
59 Hickory Street, Dorrigo 
Ph: 02 6657 2375 
Web: artscouncilofthedorrigo.com 
Exhibitions feature paintings, glassware, 
cards, prints, photography, woodwork, 
jewellery, and sculpture by Dorrigo Plateau 
artists and artisans.
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Food Angel Café 
18-20 Cudgery Street 
Ph:   02 6657 2356 
Café meals and second hand bookstore

Dorrigo Rain Forest Centre Gift Shop 
Dome Road, Dorrigo Ph:   02 6657 2309 

Em: Dorrigo.RainforestCentre@environment.nsw.gov.au

Dorrigo Natural Health Centre 
Massage, Bowen and Acupuncture 

32 Hickory Street 
Ph:   02 6657 1097

Have your car serviced during your stay in Dorrigo.

Noble Auto Repairs 
46–48 Hickory Street, Dorrigo 
Ph: 02 6657 2017

Fitzgerald Ford 
14 Cudgery Street, Dorrigo 
Ph: 02 6657 2160
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Heritage Hotel Dorrigo Accommodation Facilities

The accommodation facilities at Heritage Hotel Motel Dorrigo 
are:
 6 hotel veranda suites
 2 hotel suites with spa baths
 10 other hotel suites 
 6 park at the door motel units.

The accommodation rating is 3½ star. The hotel is air 
conditioned and there is free Wi-Fi for guests.

The heritage features in-
clude leadlight highlight win-
dows above many doors. This 
leadlight design has been 
replicated in a new window 
above the landing in the main 
staircase.

Photos clockwise from top left: Heritage family suite, upstairs room with verandah access, 
ground floor Family Bistro, spacious verandah for relaxation.
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What guests tell tripadviser.com.au about
Heritage Hotel Motel Dorrigo:

・ “This is the best pub accommodation I have ever 
stayed in!”

・ “Our room was huge with two sets of doors opening 
onto the wide verandah overlooking the main centre 
of this quaint country town.  The room was clean 
and warm as were the public areas. Good meals are 
provided in the bistro at reasonable prices.  A conti-
nental breakfast was included in the room tariff.”

・ “The motel room had all that was needed for a very 
comfortable night. Lovely and clean, really comfort-
able bed. Was really impressed with the price which 
included a continental breakfast in the hotel bistro.”

・ “Very spacious hotel suite for our family of five. 
Comfy beds, nice bathrooms. Bistro food was 
delicious, thanks Chef.  We stopped here on our way 
to Tamworth, visited the waterfalls on the way.”

2016 & 2017 Winner TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence:*
Heritage Hotel Dorrigo

When Hotel Dorrigo was opened in 1925 
it was renowned as the most modern 
country hotel in NSW.

Today guests are welcomed by the archi-
tectural charm and fit-out of Heritage Hotel 
Dorrigo, and warmed by the comfort and 
modern amenity of its accommodation.

The rooms of yesteryear have been com-
bined to create large hotel suites with their 
own modern facilities. A number have 
direct access to the hotel verandah and 
two even have a spa to sooth guests resting 
from the region’s many outdoor activities.

Feel like staying a night? You’ll find the
Heritage Hotel Dorrigo’s accommodation 
and service as comforting as a warm 
embrace.

There’s no better home base
to explore the wonders of the

nine national parks on
the Dorrigo Plateau
and the charm of the

township than the
Heritage Hotel Dorrigo.

* TripAdvisor, June 2016 and June 2017

How to Book for the Lighthorse Commemoration Getaway

To make a booking for the entire itinerary or 
selected activities, please contact 
 
Heritage Hotel Dorrigo Manager, Rick Clarke at:

Telephone:   02 6657 2016

Email:   enquiries@heritagehoteldorrigo.com.au

Accommodation rate is $125 per night double 
or twin share and includes continental breakfast 
in the hotel bistro.

The Welcome Dinner is $56 per person and 

includes hors d’oeuvre, main course and 
dessert. Drinks at own cost.

The hotel has 14 suites (six of them with 
verandah access) as well as six park-at-the-door 
motel units.


