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Our Giving to God November December 6, 2020 

Current - $2535.00 and Mission - $415.00 
 
 

TAKE NOTE 
 

 

DEACONS NEEDED 

Consistory is currently in need of two (2) new deacons to serve three (3) year 
terms beginning in January 2021. It is a great way to get to know other 
members in the church. If you are interested in serving your church on its 
governing board, there are four ways you can express your interest. You can 
contact any current Consistory member, the church office, Ralph Heckler, 
Consistory President, or Marsha Landers, Consistory Vice President.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



    ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
           "We Shine For All Through Christ" 

        St. Marys, Ohio 
 

December 13, 2020                              Third Sunday of Advent                                      10:30a.m.    
                                                               Order of Service      

   
    LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
    CHIMES CALL US TO WORSHIP 
  WELCOME            
  PRELUDE             

   
   LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH-JOY     Chuck and Joyce Greenawalt 
 
   HYMN 178      “Emmanuel, Emmanuel” 
  
   CALL TO WORSHIP                  
       Leader:  Now is the time, let us pause. As we wait, may we hear the voice of God. 
                      Now is the time, let us watch. In our homes, at our work, even while waiting in line— 
                      may we see the face of Christ. 
                      Now is the moment, let us prepare our hearts.  In our words, in our hearts, in all we say       
                      and do— may God’s extravagant love shine through. 
 
    UNISON PRAYER                 

God beyond time and space, take this moment of worship and bless it. 
May your amazing grace experienced this morning be multiplied to overflowing so that your         
whole world sees the light of your love. 
God of new surprises, take each of us, and bless us. Though we are not together     
in person, we are together in spirit and in prayer. 
Create in us clean hearts, refresh our spirits, and transform our whole beings, 
until we reflect your love and compassion through and through. 
In the name of Emmanuel, God with Us, the one who comes to us even now, Amen. 

 
  CELEBRATING COMMUNITY                         

 Joys and Concerns of our Church Family   Anniversaries   
 The Wave       
 
   TIME FOR CHILDREN           Mary Holtzapple 
 
       

 HYMN 198   “Good Christians Friends, Rejoice”     
 
 PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                   (using debts and debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

                                
SPECIAL MUSIC  “Christmas Medley”            Leslie Hullinger, Pianist 

                                                          
  SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
    
  HYMN 225   “I Wonder as I Wander” 
 
  SERMON        “A Desert In Bloom”                       Rev. Rhonda Hainer  
 

HYMN 223   “Star-Child” 
 

  BENEDICTION 
 
 POSTLUDE                 ..........Depart to serve
             
 

ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
201 N. PERRY ST., ST. MARYS, OH 45885 

(419) 394-3811 (Church Office)     (419) 394-8733 (Church Fax) 
                    email: smucc@bright.net  website:  www.stpaulsuccsm.com 

email for Rev. Rhonda A. Hainer:  rhainer@bright.net and cell phone number:  (563) 210-3508 
email for prayer team requests to Carol Schmidt: cschmidt@stpaulsuccsm.com 

email for Christian Education/Youth Director: christianed@bright.net 
email for media: spmedia@bright.net 

                             
   Rev. Rhonda A. Hainer, Pastor     Mary Holtzapple, Christian Ed Coordinators 
 Jim Huckemeyer, Director of Music  Cynthia Hanover, Choir/Church Pianist 
   Ann Vogel, Organist                       Andrea Spencer, Organist 
  Amy & Mark Dieringer, Youth Directors                           Kim Opperman, Church School Superintendent     
 Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant    Bob Schumacher, Custodian 
                  Rich Spencer, Audio and Video   Amy Keller, Confirmation Teacher 
 Kim Opperman, Sunday Nursery Supervisor   Jeanette Tangeman, Back Bay Missionary  
                    Madeline Frankenhauser, Children’s Music Director     Becky Anderson, Church Pianist 
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 Please keep the following people in your prayers: Bob Adams, Sis Krugh, 

Mary Ann Rempe, Leah Walter, Janet Keller, Verl Gayer, Dot Silver, Cheryl 
Kline, Deb Perry (daughter-in-law of Ron & Cheryl Kline), Ed Goldenetz, 
John Long, and for all of our military and emergency services. 
 

 Due to the holidays, the deadline for the newsletter is tomorrow at 9am.  
Please have your articles or thank you notes turned in to the church 
office by that time. 
 

 Women’s Guild needs your help!  Toilet paper and soap are still needed 

to reach our 2020 goal!  Agape has also asked for additional items to 

include tooth paste, tooth brushes, deodorant, hats, gloves, and scarves 

are also being collected for Goodfellows. There is a red tub inside the 

parking lot entrance of the Educational Building for all items.  December 

20th is the deadline for all.  We only need 82 more rolls of toilet paper to 

reach our goal of 2000 rolls. We also need 87 bars of soap to reach our 

goal for 1000 bars. Hopefully, we will be able to accomplish this goal by 

the end of year. Thank you and Merry Christmas!  

 

 Remember to pray for our shut-ins and for their caregivers that take care 
of them. 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

1The desert and the parched land will be glad; 
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 
Like the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom; 
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 

the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 
they will see the glory of the LORD, 
the splendor of our God. 
3Strengthen the feeble hands, 
steady the knees that give way; 
4say to those with fearful hearts, 
“Be strong, do not fear; 
your God will come, 
he will come with vengeance; 
with divine retribution 
he will come to save you.” 
5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6Then will the lame leap like a deer, 
and the mute tongue shout for joy. 
Water will gush forth in the wilderness 
and streams in the desert. 
7The burning sand will become a pool, 
the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 
In the haunts where jackals once lay, 
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 
8And a highway will be there; 
it will be called the Way of Holiness; 
it will be for those who walk on that Way. 
The unclean will not journey on it; 
wicked fools will not go about on it. 
9No lion will be there, 
nor any ravenous beast; 
they will not be found there. 
But only the redeemed will walk there, 
10and those the LORD has rescued will return. 
They will enter Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy will crown their heads. 
Gladness and joy will overtake them, 
and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

 
 

 

 

 


