
1  

 

INDEX 
                Page 
 
Rhonda’s Reflections       2 

College Grant forms      3 

Prayer Team information     3 

Disaster Kits       4 

One Great Hour of Sharing     5 

Birth Announcement      6 

Breaking Bread      6 

Congratulations      7 

Musical Notes       7 

Christian Education      8 

Message from Mary      9 

Youth Director Opening     9 

Summer Church Camp Information   10 

Women’s News     15 

Thank You notes to Women’s Guild   16 

Thank You notes     17 

In Sympathy      20 

Memorial Gifts     20 

Bulletin Board      22 

Staff       23 

Financial Info      25 

Congregation Meeting Minutes   26 

Consistory Minutes      27 

March Newsletter deadline            3/32 

Hidden picture puzzle     33 

Word search      34 



2  

 

     Rhonda’s Reflections      
 
Years ago, when I gathered with other ministers 

in my area to lead a communion service for a 

large group, I was not expecting anything 

unusual.  But when it came my turn to pass the 

tray of small cups, I quickly realized I was going 

to be in trouble.  There were not enough cups in my tray to serve 

all those at the altar.  I tried not to panic but I was going to run out.  

When I got to the very last cup, suddenly, gracefully a full tray was 

handed to me.  I never missed a step. 

 

To this day I can’t tell you who handed me the full tray.  I only 

know that when I got to the end of the resources I had, a hand was 

there holding out exactly what I needed. 

 

And God has done that so many times in my life.  Time after time 

I’ve panicked that what I have will not be enough. Time after time 

I’ve been afraid of running out.  But time after time a hand has 

been there—God’s hand, often through the hands of others ----

reaching out with just what I need when I need it. 

 

When Jesus went to the wedding at Cana, the wine did run out.  In 

that embarrassing situation, Jesus’ mother Mary was the one who 

believed in what Jesus could do even before he did it.  You and I 

can learn to trust God in our moments of need. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Rhonda 
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DON’T FORGET 

Deadline for articles, announcements, etc. for the April 
issue of The Communicator will be March 18th. 

 
 

 

 
Don't forget to set your clock ahead 
one hour on Saturday evening, 
March 14th, before you go to bed.  
That way you'll be on time for 
worship! 

 

 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

GRANT FORMS ARE AVAILABLE  

IN THE CHURCH LOUNGE. 

Deadline to turn in is April 1st 

 

 
If St. Paul’s Prayer Team had a motto, it could be: “No one walks 

alone.”  This team of church members spends countless minutes 

lifting people up in prayer weekly. Some pray during a morning 

walk for those on the prayer list. Others sit and pray the names out 

loud. Some write notes. Others make phone calls. It’s an 

affirmation of all of us being God’s hands and feet.  The Prayer 

Team hopes the prayers give people strength by pointing them in 

the direction of God’s care. The comfort of knowing that you’re on 

somebody’s mind.  Prayer requests range from a church member 



4  

 

facing surgery to families affected by cancer and Alzheimer’s, of 

course, Covid-19.  The Prayer Team embodies Christ’s spirit in how 

its members care deeply and pray deeply.  If you or someone you 

know is in need of prayer, direct your prayer to the lead person of 

our Prayer Team, Carol Schmidt: cschmidt@stpaulsuccsm.com or 

you can call or text her at 419-305-6164. 

 
DISASTER KITS 

Hopefully Spring is around the corner.  With Spring rains comes 
flooding. The Northwest Disaster Team is looking for more clean-
up kits.  They’re needed to help dispose of debris left from 
floodwaters, and also to rid homes of mold and mildew.   Some of 
our church family have received such kits when flood waters 
invaded their homes. 
         
Buckets are being provided by the Women’s Guild. We are asking 
for monetary donations to fill these buckets. Donations may be 
placed in a marked envelope labeled for Clean-up kits. This way 
some items can be purchased in bulk. 
                
                Thank you, 
                Mission Outreach Committee 

 
 

WAYS TO KEEP INFORMED DURING THIS PANDEMIC 
 
Updates will be through Call-Em-All, and also posted on our 
webpage: www.stpaulsuccsm.com and our Facebook page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-United-Church-of-Christ-St-
Marys-Ohio-244329649061259/  

 

mailto:cschmidt@stpaulsuccsm.com
http://www.stpaulsuccsm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-United-Church-of-Christ-St-Marys-Ohio-244329649061259/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-United-Church-of-Christ-St-Marys-Ohio-244329649061259/
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AGAPE MISSION: Our goal again this year is 2000.  Let’s 

get rolling early this year and put the rolls in the Elevette Room.  
Currently, our totals are 313 rolls of toilet paper and 188 bars of 
soap.  If you would like for me to purchase rolls for you, I can do 
this.  Just give your donation to me or the office. I will be glad to 
help out. So, let’s just keep the paper rolling. Thank you for your 
past and present support of Agape projects.   Jane Nuss.   

 
DECORATE THE ALTAR FOR EASTER! 

We are asking the congregation to help decorate the altar for 
Easter!!  Donations of spring flowers for the altar need to be in 
Elevette Room by 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 3rd. 

 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING – March 7th 

Through the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering, we are 
planting seeds of new life. 

Together, we are investing in communities worldwide: providing 
education to girls and boys, empowering communities through 
vocational training, supporting microcredit lending and seeing 
people through to self-sufficiency, empowering families with 
skills to support themselves and their neighbors, and participating 
in sustainable solutions that offer dignity to all. 

These are just a few ways the OGHS offering touches God’s 
children, in addition to disaster relief and refugee initiatives. 
 
Through your generosity, the world is a better place. But more is 
needed. Today, you have an opportunity to plant seeds into the 
lives of others. Be a co-worker with God. Building, planting, 
watering…and trusting that God gives growth to all good gifts 
shared in faith. Thank you for your partnership. Thank you for your 
generosity. 
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Ruby Kay Laman was born on 
February 5, 2021. Ruby weighed 
7 lbs 13 oz. and 19” long. Ruby 
is the daughter of Chad and 
Leslie Laman, Congratulations. 
 

 

NOTICE 
Due to COVID-19, the Easter Bake Sale at Minster Bank 
is canceled again this year. 

 

 

BREAKING BREAD 
COMMUNITY MEAL 

 

  

Breaking Bread will be serving from 4:30 to 5:15pm (unless food is 
all gone before this).  Grab and Go from your car only.  Looking 
forward to providing delicious free meals to our community.  Every 
Thursday except the first Thursday of the month. 

• March 11 

• March 18 

• March 25 
 

 

BREAKING BREAD’ COMMUNITY DINNER - If you would like to 
make a financial contribution to help with costs for the weekly 
community dinner, these will be gratefully accepted. Donations 
can be placed in the Sunday offering plate or mailed to the church 
office.  Please be sure to indicate your name on the envelope if you 
would like to receive credit on your giving statement.  
Contributions of #10 canned food are also accepted 



7  

 

 
Congratulations go out to our members, Katie Lucas and Leah 
Walter.  Katie has been named 2021 Class Valedictorian and plans 
on attending Ohio Wesleyan where she will continue her soccer 
career.  Katie is the daughter of Jen and Jerry Lucas.  Leah Walter 
has been named 2021 Class Salutatorian and plans on attending 
the University of Toledo and majoring in Civil and Environmental 
Engineering. Leah is the daughter of Greg and Sarah Walter.   
Congrats to both of these ladies! 

 
 

Musical Notes 

  
This month’s hymn reflection is by Pastor Rhonda. 

 

Composer Thomas Chisolm - Great is Thy Faithfulness                                                                 
Thomas Obadiah Chisolm (1866-1960) had a difficult early adult 
life. His health was so fragile that there were periods of time when 
he was confined to bed, unable to work. Between bouts of illness 
he would have to push himself to put in extra hours at various jobs 
in order to make ends meet. After coming to Christ at age 27, 
Thomas found great comfort in the Scriptures, and in the fact that 
God was faithful to be his strength in time of illness and weakness, 
and to provide his needs. Lamentations 3:22-23 was one of his 
favorite scriptures: “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not 
consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning: great is Thy faithfulness.” 
 
God is our strength and our protector when times get dark. Each 
and every day, the Lord remains by our side. No matter how far 
away we may feel, remember that God will never abandon us or 
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lead us astray. What a truly great feeling to know that we serve 
such an amazing God. There is no one greater than our God and 
God’s love and support is never-ending. 
 
May you be inspired by the verses of this great hymn. 
Great is Thy faithfulness O God, my Father; There is no shadow of 
turning with Thee. Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail 
not; As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, Sun, moon and 
stars in their courses above, Join with all nature in manifold 
witness, To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear 
presence to cheer and to guide; Strength for today and bright hope 
for tomorrow, Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by 
morning new mercies I see; All I have needed Thy hand hath 
provided; Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
 

 

 

 

MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS! 

 
2 – Tyler Birt 
2 – Bradyn Dicke 
6 – Carsen Long 
7 – Henry Klosterman 
10 – Chloe Tangeman 
13 – Ava Winget 
29 – Reece Wheeler 
 

14 - Sam Wheeler 
15 – Lucy Spencer 
16 – Nickales Dieringer 
20 – Piper Marsee 
20 – Henry Topp 
20 – Grant Powell 
24 – Rylee Dieringer 
 



9  

 

January Perfect Attendance 
Nursery 
Jillian Frankenhouser 
Pre K 
Lucy Klosterman 
Kindergarten 
None 
1st Grade 
Arianna Ickes 
Toby Turner 
Amelia Klosterman 
2nd Grade 
Ethan Frankenhouser 
3rd Grade 
Henry Klosterman 

4th Grade 
Nolan Frankenhouser 
Emily Turner 
5th Grade 
Haley Anderson 
Ava Winget 
Ryen Chishlom 
6th Grade  
None 
7th Grade 
Riley Anderson 
8th Grade 
Caleb Turner 

MESSAGE FROM MARY 
Just a couple of notes to let you know what’s has been and is going 
on with Sunday School. Our Mission for February has been to 
collect canned soup for Agape.  Also, in February, we had an 
exciting Valentines cookie decorating party. 
Currently, the children are studying the books of the Bible and 
learning about each one.  We are making plans for doing 
something for Easter as well. 
Thanks to the children and congregation alike for all of the 
participation in the children’s activities. 
 

Stay warm and healthy, 
Mary Holtzapple 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

Youth Director Opening: St. Paul's United Church of Christ, St. 

Marys is seeking an energetic, organized and creative youth 
leader. Candidate must have excellent communication skills and be 
able to work with all age ranges of our congregation, with a focus 
on Senior High youth and school age children. 
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The person should be a lay member of the United Church of 
Christ or a person with like beliefs of the United Church of 
Christ. Position is part-time. 

Send resumes to: St. Paul's United Church of Christ, 
Attn: Pastor Rhonda Hainer, 201 N. Perry Street, St. Marys OH 
45885.  Applications can also be picked up at this address. 

  
Aluminum Can Recycling for the Youth Group - Thank you to 
everyone who is saving aluminum cans for the YOUTH GROUP. We 
will continue to save, collect, and recycle cans.  Cans need to be 

rinsed out and brought to St. Paul’s - just leave them behind the 

curtain under the stairs of the Creation Station door. If you have a 
lot of cans and would like to just take them on to recycling and 
donate the money, it may be just as easy once they are in your 
vehicle. Thank you for your support. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

SUMMER CAMP 2021 PRE-VIEW!! SAVE THE DATE 
Camp will look different than 2019 and before: 
We will be following the State of Ohio requirement for Resident 
camps. We will also be implementing NPIs as recommended in the 
above research study as well as other CDC recommendations, 
including but not limited to consistent wearing of face coverings by 
campers and staff, targeted physical distancing through 
cohort/pod programming, home quarantine prior to camp, and 
more.   
 
What’s next? 
We will be continuing to monitor the COVID-19 landscape through 
local and national health officials and change our processes as new 
information emerges, as necessary. 
We will be holding information sessions via zoom for parents and 
participants to explain the new processes in more detail. Watch 
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the weekly eblasts and social media for dates and times starting 
later in February. 
 

Registration will open by early March. 
 

We hope you are thinking about summer camp 2021 and plan to 
join us. If you have any further questions please contact Jill Frey, 
Executive Director of Outdoor Ministries 
at jill@heartlanducc.org or 1-800-282-0740, ext. 3. 
 
We are planning for summer camp 2021 and hope you are looking 
forward to participating. Although we all hope that the pandemic 
will be over soon, we believe that it will still be among us this 
summer. We are planning both in person opportunities and 
virtual/remote opportunities, including a camp-in-a-box through 
the mail, zoom type camp sessions, and of course our camp 
website. 
 
Many summer camps across the country were held successfully in 
person during the summer of 2020. Following their success, we 
believe we can do so in 2021. All on-site programs at Templed Hills 
for 2021 will be planned and conducted using strict protocols. We 
are setting up protocols to follow all the state of Ohio resident 
sector guidelines, the best practices of fellow camps who ran 
successfully in 2020, and the CDC updated recommendations. We 
understand that some families will be ready to send their children 
or come as a family and some will not. Therefore, we will be 
offering a variety of options. We also will be holding many zoom 
meetings starting in February to talk to families and explain what 
camp will look like this summer, as it will be vastly different from 
2019. We encourage everyone to attend to determine what is the 
best match for your family’s situation. We anticipate registration 
will also open by early March. Watch your e-news, fast 5 and social 
media. 
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Here are the camp sessions that are currently being planned. 
Please note that anything could change based on the constantly 
changing landscape due to Covid-19. Thank you for understanding 
and we look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
Save the Date!  
June 13-19 – Choir In-person and on site and virtual 
simultaneously 
Age: 7-18 
If music makes your soul sing, you’ll love this AMAZING camp 
experience! You will make music, hike, play games, practice your 
photography skills, create art, and have a campfire cookout, all 
while making new friends and reuniting with old ones.  
*Choir Camp wants anybody who is interested in participating to 
be able to do so. If you cannot join in person, we will have 
activities from Choir Camp including music, games, worship and 
other activities on the website throughout the week. Some of 
these activities will be self-directed as well as some virtual time to 
meet each day.   
 June 16-19 – Grands and Family, on site.  
Age 4-12, with adult 
This half week session gives you and your grandchild/child some 
extra time to explore your faith in Christian community in the 
natural beauty of our camp. Share your faith through Bible lessons, 
songs, games, easy nature explorations, swimming, and campfires. 
We discover God’s power and wonder and our own unique place in 
God’s creation. Ensure that a passionate faith continues in your 
family for generations to come! *New in 2021 due to COVID – On 
site camp will be done in family pods.  This year parents or 
extended family members (or friends) are invited to be in your pod 
with grandparents and grandkids.  Get your pod of no more than 9 
people together and come to camp!  
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June 20-26 – Sports, Hybrid of virtual and on site. 
Age 7-18 
On your mark. Get set. Go and enjoy one of the most exciting 
weeks of your life! Learn more about yourself, your faith, and the 
fundamentals of sports and teamwork during this memorable 
week. You don’t have to be a super gal or guy athlete; you just 
have to try. We’ll experience Christian attitudes about 
competition, make new friends and learn a lot about yourself. 
We’ll spend some time discussing ideas and growing in faith, as 
well as having free time in the outdoors. Help others grow by 
sharing your athletic experience and skills.  
Each age group will get a half week of virtual and a half week of 
camp onsite.  We encourage participants to sign up for the whole 
week. However, if you don’t feel comfortable coming to camp, you 
will be able to sign up for just the half week of virtual camp. 
June 20-22  
Primary and Intermediate on site 
Jr/Sr High virtual 
June 23-26 
Jr/Sr High on site 
Primary and intermediate virtual 
 
 June 27-July 3 – MMADD – In-person and on site and virtual 
simultaneously 
Age: 7-18 
Are you interested in music, mime, art, drama, or dance? Are you 
looking for a place where you can be yourself and never worry 
about being judged? If these things sound good to you then 
MMADD Camp is the place for you! From Clowning around, to 
Whacky Olympics, and just going for hikes and chilling by the pool 
there is never a dull moment at MMADD camp and mostly because 
our campers and staff are some of the craziest and most inspired 
people you have ever met. So, come and join our MMADD family! 
*We want everyone to be able to participate this summer. If you 
don’t feel comfortable coming to camp, we will provide activities 
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you can do on your own at home with our theme as well as some 
virtual group time each day. We also will upload the worship 
services we do at camp on the camp 2.0 website so that you can 
view those. 
  
July 5-8 – Grands and Family 2 
Age 4-12, with adult 
This half week session gives you and your grandchild/child some 
extra time to explore your faith in Christian community in the 
natural beauty of our camp. Share your faith through Bible lessons, 
songs, games, easy nature explorations, swimming, and campfires. 
We discover God’s power and wonder and our own unique place in 
God’s creation. Ensure that a passionate faith continues in your 
family for generations to come! *New in 2021 due to COVID – On 
site camp will be done in family pods.  This year parents or 
extended family members (or friends) are invited to be in your pod 
with grandparents and grandkids.  Get your pod of no more than 9 
people together and come to camp!  
  
July 11-17 – Faith Adventure, Traditional Resident camp on site  
Ages 9-11 
Love everything about camp?  Want to try it all?  This camp is for 
you!  
Our week of adventure will be spent exploring God’s world 
through swimming, crafts, vespers, outdoor cooking, field hikes, 
and much more! We will grow our faith as we connect with God’s 
creation and with new friends!  Grab your gear for a fun, faith-
filled week of adventure at Camp. Looking for a general program 
you can do at home? Check out our “Camp in a box” opportunity. 
  
Date TBD Hanging with the Spirit, Adult Women In-person   
Join us in communing with God and nature in this nurturing 
women’s weekend.  You’ll have a chance to choose your own 
adventure each day as you decide to float or paddle down a nearby 
river, to hike at camp or on nearby trails. Other adventures may 
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include exploring some of the nearby attractions like the Richland 
B & O Trail, nearby golf courses, or more.  Of course, we will have 
time for campfires, laughing, and fellowship as we connect with 
each other and reconnect with God.  You’ll return home with a 
renewed spirit and a new perspective of God’s creation! So, grab 
some friends and sign up today! 
Please note:  
-Canoe portion will be led by an American Canoe Association River 
Instructor and training will be provided and required. 
-Covid-19: You will choose your group to sleep and eat with. 
-All group activities will be outside, distanced and masked. 
-You will need to provide your own transportation for off-site 
activities other than the canoe trip. 
  

Any Summer Date:  
Camp-in-a-Box, age 4-11 or 11- adult (two options) DYI – By 
mail/virtual  
Campers will receive a box in the mail with directions and activities 
for one week. This will include Bible lessons and at least two 
activities for each day including arts and crafts, games, or other 
types of activities.  If you have access to the internet, you will find 
more resources there. However, this program can be done with 
just what you have in the box with an adult help for younger 
children.  

 

WOMEN’S NEWS   

Cookies for Crossroad 

45 dozen assorted cookies were delivered to Crossroad in 

February.  Thank you to all who contributed.  They really 
appreciate the cookies and that we are thinking of them! 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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KROGER REWARDS UPDATE:  Thanks for supporting this program! 
Our supporters (33 households) who shopped at Kroger between 
11-1-2020 and 1-31-2021 (SK5720) have contributed to our 
$135.29 total donation. Thank you for your continued support of 
your local Kroger store. 
 

QUILTERS 
Our quilting ladies meet on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to ??? in the 
sewing room.  Questions?  Call Margaret Hunter at 419-733-4332.  
(Note: We don’t meet in the summer months) 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

MESSAGE OF THANKS TO THE WOMEN’S GUILD 
Dear Ladies of Rebecca Circle, 
I think of all of you on the third Monday of every month!  Thank 
you for the gift certificate. 
 
Bea Lehman 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
Dear church members and Women’s Guild members, 
Thank you for the Valentine’s !  It is so nice to be remembered. 
Miss attending church and miss seeing everyone. 
 
Dorothy McMullen 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
Thank you for the gift card. It was very much appreciated. 
 
Bob Schumacher 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
I would like to thank everyone who sent cards and valentines in 
the break bags. I really appreciated it and enjoyed them. Thanks 
Again! 
 
Kalie Gayer 
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It was so much fun watching Kalie open her valentine break bag.  
She was so surprised she got one since she is not "away" at 
college.  She had pure joy in her heart and her eyes lit up with a big 
smile.  I am really glad I got to see her joy. 
 

Diane Gayer 
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

Dear Ladies, 
I’m a little slow in responding, but it doen’t lessen my appreciation 
for your Christmas gift.  Thank you! 
 
Jim Huckemeyer 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

 
 

Dear members of Consistory: 
Thank you for the Christmas “bonus.” It was very much 
appreciated, but smiles are my favorite! 
 
Thank you, 
Jim Huckemeyer 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

Dear church family, 
We would like to thank everyone for their kind words, support, 
thoughts and prayers with the passing of a husband, dad, grandpa 
and great grandpa.  Your kindness was very much appreciated. 
 
With Love, 
Shirley, Diane, Drew, Paula, and Kalie Gayer 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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A personal word of thanks to you, St. Paul’s UCC, 

David and I certainly felt God’s hand reaching out to comfort us 

through your hands with the lovely sympathy cards, personal 

thoughts, delicious food, and incredible floral arrangements, as 

well as Memorials in memory to my mother, Agnes Hemenway, to 

the Elevator Fund and to the Ministerial Scholarship at my home 

church.  We have been touched deeply by your gracious loving 

care and concern.  On behalf of my family, I thank you all.  It was 

certainly good to travel back home to Wisconsin to spend time 

with my two sisters and their families.  The memories were rich 

and sometimes overwhelming. Saying goodbye to my mother and 

indirectly to that entire generation of my family was difficult but 

healing.  It was made easier because of the level of support that 

you provided. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Rhonda 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
Dear Friends, 
On behalf of the Heartland Conference of the United Church of 
Christ, we thank youy for your support of “The Hills Are Alive!” 
campaign in 2020.  Thanks to generous donors like you, the 
campaign has raised nearly $200,000 towards the campaign goal of 
$350,000. These donations will pay for improvements at Templed 
Hills, add to our campership fund to lessen financial barriers to 
attending church camp, and support the national UCC “Shaping 
Our Future” campaign.  
Please know how grateful we are for your generosity in 2020 for 
“The Hills Are Alive!” 
 
Peace and grace, 
David Long-Higgins, Transitional Cofference Minister 
Cathy Green, Campaign Chairperson 
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~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
Dear church family, 
Thank you all for your cards and phone calls following my surgery. 
 
Bob Schumacher 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
Dear church family, 
Thank you all for the Valentine cards and candy. 
 
Janet Hoge 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

Dear St. Paul’s UCC, 
Thank you to the members of your church for the kind gift to 
Defiance College.  We are always grateful to be remembered by St. 
Paul’s! 
 
Sincerely, 
Sheri McCoy, Advancement Services Specialist 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
Dear Members of St. Paul’s UCC and their Women’s Guild, 
On behalf of the entire Heartland Conference, I write to extend a 
heartfelt “Thank You” to you for your support of the ministries of 
the Heartland Conference. Whether your gift was for one of our 
campinitiatives or disaster ministries, for Our Church’s Wider 
Misssion, or for another of our many shared ministries, please 
know that the world local and global is stronger because of your 
kindness and generosity. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
 
What a treasure to share in ministry with you! Thanks so very 
much for your support! 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Dave Long-Higgins 
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~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
Dear Consistory, 
Thank you very much for the Christmas bonus.  It was appreciated. 
 
Bob Schumacher 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

 
 

Our sympathy to the family and friends of the following member(s)  
who have passed away since the last newsletter: 
 

• Ruth Henschen – January 20, 2021* 

• Veryl Gayer – January 23, 2021* 

• Agnes Hemenway – January 30, 2021* (mother of Pastor 
Rhonda) 
 

*Indicates Pastor Rhonda conducted services. 

 
 

 
 
 

• To the New Elevator Fund in memory of Joyce Hansel:  St. 
Paul’s Women’s Guild. 

• To the New Elevator Fund in memory of members who 
have passed: Janet Keller, Anonymous 

• To the Memorial Fund in memory of Agnes Hemenway: 
Sharon Gottschalk 
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• To the New Elevator Fund in memory of Ruth Henschen:  
St. Paul’s Women’s Guild, Dorothy Quellhorst, Judy 
Waesch, Bill and Jane Nuss, Schmidt Family (Mary, Susie, 
Mike, Bruce and Peggy), cousins Lois Ann Siferd and Janet 
Swartz. 

• To the New Elevator Fund in memory of Cindy 
Huckemeyer:  Bob and Carolyn Waesch, Kirk and Becky 
Anderson, St. Paul’s Women’s Guild, Gary and Sara Seewer,  
Leslie and Steve Hullinger, Rebecca Rasawehr, Shirley 
Huckeriede, Virginia Burroughs, Wilma Dyer, Roger and 
Terry Johns, Judy Schultz, Grand Lake Symphony Orchestra, 
Bill and Jane Nuss, Larry and Kelly Kill, Irene Lininger, Joyce 
Keller, Alan B. Mikesell, Bob and Sue Schumacher, Jeanette 
Tangeman, Karen James, Larry and Patty Johns, Lynn and 
Mary Ann Ewing, Ralph and Marsha Heckler. 

• To the Endowment Fund in memory of Ruth Henschen: Bill 
and Jane Nuss 

• To the Endowment Fund in memory of Cindy Huckemeyer: 
Glenn and Lynda Hadley, the family of Pearl and Pidge 
Stoner, Calvin and Dianne Caywood, Allen Huckemeyer 

• To the Women’s Guild in memory of Cindy Huckemeyer: 
Adele Fast 

• To the Back Bay Mission in memory of Cindy Huckemeyer: 
Dan Busch 

• To the Women’s Guild in memory of Ruth Henschen: 
Adele Fast 

• To the Elevator Fund in memory of Ed Goldenetz: Shirley 
Huckeriede, Claudia Bender, Greg and Kendra Ferrall. 

• To the Endowment Fund in memory of Ed Goldenetz: 
Glenn and Lynda Hadley, Gary and Sara Seewer. 

• To the Elevator Fund in memory of Agnes Hemenway: St. 
Paul’s Women’s Guild. 
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• To Breaking Bread in memory of Agnes Hemenway: Bernie 
and Marilyn Schroer. 

• To the Elevator Fund in memory of Verl Gayer: Cindy 
Homan, Ty and Tammy Cisco and family, Mike and Jayne 
Schlater, Bruce and Nancy Roser.

 
 

 
 

 If you will be going to the hospital or if someone you know is 
hospitalized, please call the church office and let us know.  

 Please call the church office with address corrections or if you 
do not see your Birthday or Anniversary listed during the 
correct month.  Call 419-394-3811.  Thank you!! 

 CALL-EM-ALL - Please let the church office know if you are 
experiencing any problems with the Call-Em-All phone 
messages.  Also, if you would like to be removed from the 
calling list, listen to the broadcast and at the end follow their 
directions to ‘opt out’ of any future broadcasts - this will 
remove your number from the calling list.   Thank you! 

 Cell phone # for Pastor Rhonda  (563) 210-3508 
    rhainer@bright.net – Rev. Hainer’s e-mail address.   
    smucc@bright.net - church e-mail address.  Use this to e-mail 

articles for the newsletter/messages for the Sunday bulletin. 
    christianed@bright.net - Christian Education and Youth  

Director email address.   
    cschmidt@stpaulsuccsm.com to contact Carol Schmidt for the 

Email Prayer Team Requests. 
    spmedia@bright.net – to contact Jim Huckemeyer or Rich 

Spencer email address.   
    www.stpaulsuccsm.com - church web site address and most 

current worship service videos can be seen here. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwixkonpls_UAhWo3YMKHUenDeIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wlrfm.com/fyi/&psig=AFQjCNGx7CsrhehRSRloA75TmV8G1BMTLQ&ust=1498139296268185
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    Televised worship service- our worship service here at St. 
Paul’s is shown on TSC cable - Digital channel 1 OR  non-
digital channel 2, every Sunday at 10:30 am and also on 
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm. There is a one week delay of the 
service shown. 

 

STAFF OF ST. PAUL’S UCC: 
 Rev. Rhonda Hainer, Pastor  

 Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant 

 Amy & Mark Dieringer, Youth Directors 

 Jim Huckemeyer, Director of Music 

 Maddy Frankenhauser, Director of Children’s Music 

 Andrea Spencer, Organist 

 Ann Vogel, Organist 

 Cynthia Hanover, Pianist 

 Bob Schumacher, Custodian 

 Rich Spencer, Audio and Video 

 Carol Schmidt, Email Prayer Team Contact 

 Mary Holtzapple, Christian Ed Coordinator 

 Kim Opperman, Church School Superintendent 

 Amy Keller, Confirmation Teacher 

 Kim Opperman, Nursery Supervisor 

 

 
EYEGLASSES FOR THE NEEDY - collected by the church school 
classes.  Donated glasses should be placed in the basket at the 
North entrance to the sanctuary. 
 
Kroger Fund Raiser for the Women’s Guild – If you would like to 
support Women’s Guild with the Kroger fundraiser, log on to:  
www.krogercommunityrewards.com to sign up & register your 

Kroger Plus card.  NPO# is SK5720.  If you do not use the 

internet, but would like to sign up, please contact Jane Nuss or Kris 
Vanderhorst. 
 

http://mail.bright.net/wm/mail/fetch.html?urlid=0065f85d26e3fb32b5d2f2e6ced68e37f&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.krogercommunityrewards.com%2F
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LIFT CHAIR is available for 'loan' to anyone in the church who 
might have a need for it.  Please call the church office for more 
information.   
 
ATLAS 600 VISION MACHINE – QUANTITY OF 2 - to assist those 
who have vision problems with reading books, newspapers, 
prescription labels, writing personal checks or viewing family 
photographs - making this possible with video magnifiers.  

WALKERS - If you have need of a walker for assistance in getting 
around, please call the church office.  One of our church members 
has several different type walkers, which are available for loan. 

RESTROOM ITEMS:  If you have a need for shower chairs, toilet 
seat elevators and hand-held shower adapters, please call the 
church office.  One of our church members has graciously donated 
a few of these items. 

LAMINATOR - available in the church office.  This is used by the 
Sunday School teachers for classroom projects and activities and 
by the office staff.  We will also laminate items for church 
members for a fee of $1.00 per item (NOTE: maximum size we can 
laminate is 8 ½ x 11 inches).  
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES - are distributed by quarterly mailing.  
Please notify the church office if you are not receiving envelopes 
and would like to be added to this mailing list.  Also......PLEASE 
NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS. 
 
COPIES - if you need copies made of any personal items, you may 
stop by the church office and we will be glad to make them for  
you.  If it is a large project, it is best to call ahead.  Cost for making 
copies for church members is 15 cents per copy if you use the 
office paper or 10 cents per copy if you bring your own paper. 
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THE DVD/CD DUPLICATOR in the church office enables us to make 
multiple copies of the morning worship service.  Please call the 
church office to request a copy. The charge for duplicating a DVD 
will be $2.00 each.  Monthly sets of worship DVD’s can also be 
mailed at a cost of $10.00 per month. Call the church office for 
more information. 

 
 

2021 CHURCH OFFICIALS 
President of Congregation  Jeff Dieringer 
Vice-president of Congregation Darren Caywood 
President of Consistory 2021  Marsha Landers 
Vice-president of Consistory 2021 Lynda Hadley 
 
  2021 Members of Consistory 
Elders:            Jane Nuss           Marsha Landers 

           Joan Leffel                    Mary Holtzapple 
           Kevin Gehres           Lori Now 

Deacons:       Lynn Schmidt           Melinda Silber 
            Lynda Hadley               Kelly Kill 
                        Susan Braun                 Linda McDonald 
                        Jennifer Ginter            Susan Spencer 
            Becky Anderson          Jill Dickman 
                        Carol Schmidt              Jen Lucas 
Trustees:       Kyle Opperman, Larry Kill and DeWayne Marsee 

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
January 2021:   
Current Fund: 
 Budgeted through January 31, 2021 =    $  21,952.17 
 Received through January 31, 2021  =    $  15,995.00 
 Expenses through January 31, 2021  =    $  20,102.82 
 Received through January 31, 2020  =    $  16,216.00 
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Mission Fund: 
 Budgeted through January 31, 2021 =    $    1,250.00   
 Received through January 31, 2021  =    $       682.00 
 Received through January 31, 2020  =    $       845.00 

Status of 2021 Budget: 
Current Fund: 
 Budgeted through February 28, 2021  =   $  43,904.34 
 Budgeted through February 14, 2021  =   $  32,928.25 
 Received through February 14, 2021   =   $  30,355.87 

Mission Fund: 
 Budgeted through February 28, 2021   =  $   2,500.00 
 Budgeted through February 14, 2021   =  $   1,875.00 
 Received through February 14, 2021    =  $   1,107.00  

 

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 24, 2021 CONGREGATION MEETING 

 The President of the congregation, Luke Leffel, called the meeting 
to order immediately following worship.  Luke announced the 
purpose of the meeting was to approve the 2021 Budget 
recommended by the Consistory as well as to approve the newly 
elected Consistory members. 
 
President Leffel invited David Dickman to the podium.  David asked 
the congregation if there were any questions regarding the 2021 
Budget, as there were very few changes except for church 
insurance and the staff wages remained the same. President Leffel 
asked if there was a motion to approve the 2021 Budget?   Lynda 
Hadley moved that the Budget be approved with a second by Kyle 
Opperman.  Motion passed. 
 
President Leffel asked that those members who have been 
nominated to the 2021 Consistory to please stand as their names 
are announced, so that others can recognize them. President Leffel 
announced the names of those nominations submitted. 
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▪ Deacons – Becky Anderson, Jill Dickman, Jen Lucas, 

Carol Schmidt 
▪ Elders – Lori Now, Kevin Gehres 
▪ Trustee – DeWayne Marsee 

 
Adele Fast moved that nominations be closed. Motion was 
seconded by Mary Holtzapple.  Motion passed. 
 
President Leffel thanked everyone as it has been a very difficult 
and strange year.  President Leffel blessed and thanked the new 
Consistory members for their commitment to serving three years 
on Consistory as many don’t realize that the Consistory makes a lot 
of important decisions. 
 
There being no further business, President Leffel asked for a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. Kelly Kill made a motion to 
adjourn. Kyle Opperman seconded the motion.  Motion passed and 
the meeting was adjourned.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant 

 

 
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 10, 2021 CONSISTORY MEETING 

 
The regular meeting of St. Paul’s UCC Consistory was called to 
order at 6:02 p.m. by President Marsha Landers.  Kevin Gehres 
opened the meeting with prayer. 
Present: Elders: Jane Nuss, Mary Holtzapple, Kevin Gehres, Lori 
Now, Marsha Landers, and Joan Leffel; Trustees: DeWayne Marsee 
and Kyle Opperman; Deacons:  Lynda Hadley, Carol and Lynn 
Schmidt, Linda McDonald, Susan Braun, Becky Anderson and Jen 
Lucas.  Also present were, Treasurer, David Dickman, and 
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Administrative Assistant Carolyn Garrison. Pastor Rhonda Hainer 
was on bereavement leave.   
Christian Education and Nurture:  Mary Holtzapple 

• The Sunday mission for February is the collection of soup 
for Agape. 

• This Sunday, February 14th, the children will be having a 
Valentine party. 

Minutes: 

• Minutes from the January 13, 2021, regular meeting and 
the January 24, 2021, special meeting were reviewed.  Lori 
Now made a motion to approve the minutes.  Jen Lucas 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

Financial Report:  David Dickman 

• David reviewed the Financial Report for the month of 
January 2021.  There being no other questions, President 
Marsha asked to file the financial report for review by the 
church Administrative Assistant.  

President’s Report:  Marsha Landers 

• President Marsha read and reviewed the maintenance 
contract from Schantz Organ Company. Kevin Gehres made 
a motion to accept the contract. Kyle Opperman seconded. 
Motion carried. 

• President Marsha announced that she was taking up a 
collection for the purchase of a bush to be planted in the 
new grassy area by the elevator in memory of Pastor 
Rhonda’s mother who passed away in late January. Marsha 
also passed a Sympathy card around for everyone to sign. 

Pastor’s Report:  No report 

• Pastor Rhonda is on bereavement leave 
Loose Offering: 

• Lynda Hadley made a motion for the loose offering for 
March to go to Breaking Bread. Lori Now seconded the 
motion. Motion carried. 
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• Linda McDonald made a motion for the loose offering in 
April to go to the St. Marys Jr./Sr. Prom.  Mary Holtzapple 
seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

• Joan Leffel made a motion for the Lenten loose offering to 
go to the Current Fund again this year. Kyle Opperman 
seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Budget and Finance:  David Dickman 

• David reported that in researching the second round of the 
Paycheck Protection Program (for Covid Relief), we do not 
qualify as our percentages are lower than the 
requirements. 

• David asked if he could transfer the UCC Scholarship money 
currently in the Master Savings over to Edward Jones.  Kyle 
Opperman made a motion to allow David to transfer said 
money from Master Savings to Edward Jones.  Jane Nuss 
seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Trustees:  Kyle Opperman 

• Lippincott Plumbing has been here. We have a bad valve on 
the boiler.  If they are able to fix it, the cost will run $3,000-
$5000. If it is unable to be fixed, a new boiler will cost 
$100,000. 

• Larry Kill has installed shelves in the old elevator storage 
area upstairs. 

• Fred Scheer has replaced the carpeting on the portable 
stairs that go up to the Fellowship Hall stage. 

• The flooring in the restroom across the kitchen has buckled 
due to previous flooding. They will be sealing the window in 
that bathroom and looking into what they can do about the 
flooring. 

• Kyle thanked those who have been “spring cleaning” the 
church. 

Elders:  Jane Nuss 

• Will get with Pastor Rhonda the first of the week regarding 
Ash Wednesday services. 
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Deacons:  No report 
Christian Mission and Outreach:  Lori Now 

• CMO would like permission from Consistory to send a check 
for $1,000 to Back Bay Mission. The check can be sent 
down with DeWayne Marsee when he goes.  Lori Now 
made a motion to send a check to Back Bay Mission.  Jane 
Nuss seconded. Motion carried. 

Personnel:  No report 
Elevator Committee:  Lynda Hadley 

• The final bill from Dorsten’s is in motion and we should be 
receiving it soon. 

Stewardship Committee:  Kevin Gehres 

• The postcards we sent to the schools was a hit. We will 
soon be sending out to hospital personnel with a Life Saver 
attached to the postcard.  For St. Patrick’s Day, we will be 
sending postcards and cookies to our First Responders. 

Old Business:  None 
New Business:   

• President Marsha reviewed the list of church committees.  
Ralph Heckler going off of the Evangelism Committee and a 
new Chairperson will be needed.  Shirley Huckeriede is also 
on that committee and with her having health issues, her 
spot will need to be filled. We will revisit filling those 
positions at a later meeting.  Kevin Gehres spoke up and 
said that the Stewardship Committee has ideas that they 
would love to share with the Evangelism Committee.  
President Marsha noted that Mindy Silber has asked to be 
removed from the Stewardship Committee.  Kara Birt has 
agreed to take Mindy’s place. Jen Lucas has agreed to 
remain on the Long-Range Committee. With nothing 
currently going on for the Long-Range Committee, we will 
revisit that committee at a later date.  President Marsha 
reported that Lori Scheer has recruited Amy Lauth to fill the 
vacancy left in the Worship and Arts Committee. Pastoral 
Relations Committee will be reviewed after election of 
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Congregational President and Vice President. We will revisit 
those committees at a later date as well. 

• Kyle Opperman reported that Schindler Elevator presented 
a service plan contract to the church. Part of this plan 
consists of Schindler coming a few times a year to make 
sure that it is running properly so as to pass an inspection, 
should State inspectors show up. The Schindler Rep stated 
that they normally do a 10-year contract, but after 
discussion with the church Trustees, they are willing to do a 
five-year contract. The plan is $4500 the first year and a 3% 
increase each year thereafter. After some discussion, Jen 
Lucas made a motion to sign the contract and pay the 
yearly plan from the Building Maintenance Fund.  Lori Now 
seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

• Kyle Opperman stated that there is a leather desk chair in 
the old office upstairs that used to belong in the Pastor’s 
office. The chair is free for the taking. If no interest, we can 
take it to Agape. President Marsha asked that it be 
advertised in the bulletin/sanctuary screen. 

• Jane Nuss mentioned that at the March Consistory 
meeting, should the meeting run past 7pm, we halt the 
meeting and attend the Lenten service and then return to 
the meeting following the Lenten service. 

• DeWayne Marsee questioned about receiving an email 
requesting a background check. After some discussion, 
Kevin Gehres informed DeWayne that this is protocol for 
going to Back Bay Mission, but to double check with 
Jeanette Tangeman before replying to the email. 

• Susan Braun asked if Pastor Rhonda had any bereavement 
days in her contract. After some discussion, it is unclear if 
there are bereavement days stated in her contract. Jen 
Lucas stated that generally it is 3-5 days and that with 
Rhonda’s mother being out of state, five would be a good 
gesture. If it is not already in there, add the provision for 
bereavement.  Kevin Gehres stated that he will check her 
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contract and will address this issue at the next Consistory 
meeting.   
 

There being no further regular business, Jane Nuss made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting.  Mary Holtzapple seconded.  Motion 
carried. The meeting adjourned at 6:59 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marsha Landers, 2021 Consistory President 
Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant 

 
 

DON’T FORGET 

Deadline for articles, announcements, etc. for the April issue of The 
Communicator will be March 18th. 

 

 

 

 

 
“No act of virtue can be great if it is not 
followed by advantage for others. So, no 
matter how much time you spend 
fasting, no matter how much you sleep 
on a hard floor and eat ashes and sigh 
continually, if you do no good to others, 
you do nothing great.” 
― John Chrysostom 
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