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Group Syllabus Meetings
Jul 26th.

A revisit to Newmachar Vintage Tractor collection. This being my first visit to the collection I was
sort of expecting to see a bunch of old Fergies in a shed. However I was really surprised by the number and
variety of equipment that the Reid’s are keeping. We were met by a young chap called Jake whom I took to be
Davie Reid’s grandson. Slight snag in that the poor lad didn’t know that we were coming. However he acquitted
himself well. Although mainly tractors, there was also an eclectic collection of other interesting vintage and
classic equipment. Some earthmoving machines, some cars, a variety of hand tools, garage equipment, toys
and just about anything you could think of there was an example of it on display.
I am sure that it brought back fond memories to the folks that came along.
Not me of course I’m far too young.
Peter Dingle has lined up a few meetings over the coming months. I hope that you will come along as they look
to be really interesting.
30th Aug

will be a talk from our own Mike Pilgrim about aircraft and helicopter safety monitoring.

27th Sept

AGM.

25th Oct

A talk from Hugh Black, Managing Director of Rubislaw Quarry Aberdeen Ltd.

29th Nov

Brain cell exercising time, with a Quiz from Pascale.

24th Jan '17 Talk from Don Cairnie on the changes in farming. Don gave the group a talk few years ago.
28th Feb ‘17 Talk from a Doctor about his experiences aboard the Trans-Siberian Railway tending to passengers
We look forward to seeing you at the meetings

Recent Passes.
We are getting good test results from our Associates. Some recent passes include:
Car

Observer

Motorcycle

Observer

Jonathan Ruxton

Brian Blackett

Mike Wilkinson

Diane Duguid

Dominic Hayes (F1rst) Gordon Duncan
Stewart Brown

Harry Leil

Janice Brown

Harry Leil

We have also had a number of Observers qualified under the IAMRS / IMI National and Local Observer
scheme.
Our team of Local and National Observers is:
Car
Local Observer

Iain Forbes

National Observer

Brian Blackett, Gordon Duncan, Diane Duguid, Stuart Hillman, Peter Kellas, Harry Leil

Motorcycle
National Observer

Mike Baillie, James Duguid, Diane Duguid, Steve Farrell, Gordon McKinstry

Also in the motorcycle mix is Keith Henderson, who has several, if not all the boxes ticked.
We also have several Group Qualified and Trainee Observers undergoing preparation for their IMI
Qualifications.
We offer our congratulations to everyone who has recently undertaken a Test or Qualification. Well done.
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Chairman’s Chat.
I hate to say that the nights are drawing in, but the fact of the matter is that the days are getting progressively shorter.
Coupled with that is the glare which we can experience when driving in the early evening due to the low position of the sun.
When the sun is in our eyes, we can mitigate the glare by wearing sunglasses, Polaroid or equivalent make quite a
difference, and/or using the car's sun visors. Keeping the windscreen clean can help as well. And don't forget the inside of
the windscreen. When did you last clean the inside of the screen? It is surprising how much grime collects there over
time.
When the sun is behind us, that makes life a lot easier, but for oncoming drivers things are more difficult. We need to be
aware of sudden or strange movements of oncoming vehicles, particularly after bends, when their drivers, blinded
suddenly by the sun, dive for their sunglasses from the glovebox, and/or adjust the sun visors.
Recently I drove to the Berlin area of Germany for a week's holiday and was impressed with the motorway improvements
in the Netherlands, notably the A67 connecting Belgium and Germany.
The last time I was there, the A67 was under construction and progress across the south-east corner of the Netherlands
was slow.
I may be biased having lived in Germany for 17 years, but I still think the German Autobahns are the best. Most of them
are unrestricted, but there is an overall recommended maximum speed limit of 130km/h (80mph approx). Some sections
of Autobahn have maximum speed limits of 130, 120 or sometimes 100km/h, and these may be due to capacity eg 2 lane
instead of 3 lane, road surface or environmental reasons.
Just in passing on normal single carriageway roads which are tree lined, the maximum speed limit is sometimes reduced to
80km/h (normal limit is 100km/h), but I noticed on this occasion, that in some places it had been reduced to 70km/h.
Maybe too many trees are being damaged by arguments with vehicles.
One lesson which I did learn was never to attempt to drive to Europe at the start of the English school holidays!
Since the last bulletin the Group has had a number of successes on the Associate and Observer front and these are
detailed elsewhere. We now have 6 National Observers each for cars and bikes. Well done to the Associates and their
respective Observers.
Finally, always remember that this is your Group. So if you have any queries, comments or suggestions please feel free to
raise them either at Group Meetings or by sending an Email to John or myself, or any Committee Member.
Peter D Kellas.
Chairman
You will be aware that the AGM is on 27th September. I‘ll be posting out your group renewal forms and your AGM
paperwork at the beginning of September.

Ron Cunningham has been looking after the Group’s accounts for several years now. He has expressed his intention to
stand down from the post and the Committee at the next AGM. Ron has also been Minute Secretary for quite a while as well.
Under the IAM Group Rules each Group needs to have 3 office bearers, Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. This means that the
position will need to be filled. The post is not as onerous as it may sound. You need not be an accountant, only be able to
count and keep a note of the income and outgoings. If you would like to help the Group continue and are interested then
please let me know.
I would like to thank Ron very much for his diligent work over the past years.
How is everyone getting on with the multitude of roadworks in and around Aberdeen just now? With the AWPR spreading
over such a vast area and the numerous speed restrictions to ensure the safety of the workforce, it must be so frustrating for
regular commuters trying to get about. They have my sympathy. Mind you if there were an incident between a car and an
AWPR vehicle, I’d bet on the AWPR motor, they are massive beasties. The restrictions are there for a reason, regardless of
whether the road is a dual carriageway or a wee single track futtret run. There is bound to be mud, dried earth, rocks and
stones on the road surface along with the construction vehicle bombing along the wee roads. (Jamieson’s especially).
Please take extra care during the construction no matter how frustrating it is. It should be finished by the end of next year.
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Aberdeen Drivers
Indicating will give away your next move. A real Aberdeen driver never indicates.
Under no circumstances should you leave a safe distance between you and the car in front of you, or somebody else will fill
in that space, putting you in an even more dangerous situation.
The faster you drive through a red light, smaller the chance you have of getting hit.
Braking is to be done as hard and as late as possible to ensure that your ABS kicks in, giving a nice, relaxing foot massage
as the brake pedal pulsates. For those, of you without ABS, it's a chance to stretch your legs. Learn to swerve abruptly.
Aberdeen is the home of High -Speed Slalom Driving thanks to the Council, which puts potholes in key locations to test
drivers' reflexes and keep them on their toes.
Seeking eye contact with another driver revokes your right of way.
Real Aberdeen women can put on a pair of tights and apply mascara on the outside lane of Anderson Drive at 51 mph in
bumper -to -bumper traffic.
Real Aberdeen men drivers can remove tights and a bra on the outside lane of Anderson Drive at 50 mph in bumper-tobumper traffic and manage a quick grope.
Heavy fog. rain and snow are no reasons to drive under the speed limits
These weather conditions are God’s way of ensuring that Dod’s Garage in Kincorth has plenty of work all year round.
There is a commonly held belief in Aberdeen that high speed tailgating, in heavy traffic reduces petrol consumption as you
get sucked along in the slipstream of the car in front. Aberdeen is very environmentally friendly so stick close to car in front.
Look out for cars with the sign 'Kids on Board’ sign in their rear window. Due to the short attention span of kids nowadays
parents request that other drivers keep their kids entertained by baring their arses and driving up so close to the car you see
the whites of the little kids’ eyes. Don’t worry how scared the kids look it's only a game!
Always anticipate oncoming traffic while driving down a one way street.
Spotted on a Wine Truck
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Motorcycle news
Well despite average global temperatures exceeding a 1C rise and drought affected areas of the globe nearly doubling in
size, it's been pretty cold and wet in Gordon district this summer. However, we are all hardy bikers and under the leadership
of Keith Henderson we have exceeded our target of achieving 6 National Observers by end of 2017 - we've done this a year
early! Well done to all the observers for their hard effort and time and of course the very critical eyes of Keith. Again, despite
the weather conditions, our associates are making good progress and congratulations to our most recent Advanced Rider Mike Wilkinson who achieved a great score and good feedback for the high level of training - well done Diane for this.
Our weekly group runs are very successful, not always ending up at the intended destination, but nobody left starving. The
group runs are an important part of our training with opportunities to practise some paired assessment for Local Observer
training, an attempt at the drop-off system and navigation practice...
We also recently had a group long-run, although not oversubscribed, the group had a night out under the stars near Moffat.
Plans for the late summer and Autumn include Local Observer training under the guidance of Keith and more bike runs, the
lowering sun will prove difficult - so we will look at alternative plans - weekends or perhaps a pub meet for desktop exercises
- all in the name of advanced riding of course.
Pictures
Tuesday evening bike run - ready to
leave from Morrisons Heading off
from Aboyne for the weekend trip to
Moffat
Gordon McKinstry

Well doesn’t that wee bag look smart?
As part of the on-going IAM RoadSmart rebrand the Group has purchased these snazzy
looking Observer bags along with wee A5 ring binders so that our Observers can present a
more identifiable image to our Associates and when we are attending events.
We are able to do this thanks to you, our members, who have continued to support us over
the years.
Your membership fees and the subsequent Gift Aid contributions are instrumental in allowing
us to be able to gradually kit out
the observers with the bits and
bobs that make their job a bit
easier.
You may remember a few of years ago we purchased Hi-Viz jackets and
vests for the Motorcycle Section and also for general use. I wonder if they
are still as clean as this now?

This Gordon View Bulletin is sent by email to all members for whom we have email addresses. The remaining members will receive a hard copy in
the post. I do hope that you will continue to enjoy getting news from us. If you have any opinions, comments or issues you’d like to share in the
‘View’ then please contact us.
The views expressed here are those of the editorial team and its contributors, and not necessarily those held by the Institute Of Advanced
Motorists. Articles are deemed to be copyright to Gordon Advanced Motorists unless otherwise stated. Any infringements of Copyright are
unintentional and regretted.
John P Buchan
Secretary, Group 6149. Gordon Advanced Motorists.
secretarygordonam@btinternet.com

01358 723003

Gordon Advanced Motorists
A road safety charity registered in Scotland No SC025302
32 Swan Road, Ellon Aberdeenshire. AB41 9FQ
Affiliated to the Institute of Advanced Motorists (IAM RoadSmart). Group 6149

