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Big things often have small be-
ginnings. This is the case with every 
theatrical production; what begins 
as an awkward read-through of a 
script bears little resemblance to 
the final show and performances. It 
is often hard to believe it is the same 
group of people who, in a mere few 
week’s time, have transformed a 
stilted reading into a moving pro-
duction. Yellow Lab Productions, 
an independent theatre company 
operating in the Hill Country for 
the last six years, is no exception to 
this rule.

Yellow Lab is committed to bring-
ing an alternative brand of theatre 
to the local Hill Country communi-
ty, specializing in producing shows 

that are intended for adults, that 
are innovative, unique, and power-
ful. “We’re not trying to be better 
than any other company or shows. 
Art is subjective. It’s not a competi-
tion. We just want to be different,” 
says founder, David McGuff. The 
Kerrville community is rich with 
theatre with Playhouse 2000 and 
the Point Theatre each producing 
six full, multi-week run shows per 
year. In addition, Schreiner Univer-
sity’s Flag is Up program, as well 
the award winning educational 
theatre at Tivy, Ingram, and Ban-
dera high schools, among others, 
have been very successful yet quite 
traditional.

“We’re not trying to be better than any other company 
or shows. Art is subjective. It’s not a competition. We just 
want to be different.”

Yellow Lab Productions
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Unlike those others, Yellow Lab 
set out to create and produce 
shows that would draw in people 
who didn’t think theatre was for 
them or only thought theatre was 
a stuffy, upper-class art full of only 
silly comedies and outdated prose. 
McGuff sought to change that im-
age from the outset. “Our first show 
was Sleuth was a two-person show 
with just myself and Jeff Cunning-
ham on stage. Jeff directed and de-
signed the set and we built the set 
ourselves. It was just the two of us 

trying to make something fun and 
different. It was very well-received.”

Fast-forward six years and Yel-
low Lab is in the midst of a calendar 
spanning trilogy of science-fiction 
plays called The Honeycomb Tril-
ogy that pushes that boundaries of 
what can be put on the stage with 
a cast of over thirty people across 
the productions, and even more 
behind the scenes and backstage. 
“I’ve always had a Field of Dreams 
approach to art,” says McGuff. “You 
build something good and they will 

come. There were a lot of opinions 
on what ‘could’ and ‘couldn’t’ be 
done on Kerrville stages. I think 
we’ve proven there is an audience 
in this town that is hungry for a dif-
ferent brand of theatre, one that is 
more challenging, edgier, and, in its 
own way, just as rewarding as any 
other show you can see in town.”

Over the years Yellow Lab has 
produced shows of varying genres 
and styles: from horror with the 
stage adaptation of Stephen King’s 
Misery, quietly devastating dramas 
like Tape, reimagined classic epics 
like Equus, dark and provocative 
shows like Pillowman, and sold out 
an original adaptation of the best-
selling David Foster Wallace book, 
Brief Interviews with Hideous Men. 
Their current project, The Honey-
comb Trilogy (Advance Man, Blast 
Radius, and this September’s Sov-
ereign) puts an alien invasion, hu-
man rebellion, and a planetary war 
within the confines of a stage and 
feels right at home while dealing 
with issues like family, sacrifice, 
death, war, love, and the fear/em-
pathy of  “others.” The shows have 
been incredibly well-received by 
veteran theatre-goers and new 
audience members who have been 
enthralled and shocked by what 
theatre can be.

“It’s a mistake to put theatre in a 
box. To think it’s only musicals or 
this or that. We have a responsi-
bility to show people this art is for 
them too, by offering them as many 
different types of shows as possible 
to get people to experience the un-
mitigated joy of live performance,” 
said McGuff. “Whether that is kids 
shows, musicals, Neil Simon, Shake-
speare, the newest Pulitzer Prize 
winner or some unknown show 
that has a lot to offer, we, as artists, 
have to offer it all to people. They 
deserve to know there is something 
they could love.” 



MORE FOOD, MORE FUN, MORE TO COME.
encorerestaurant.net

RESTAURANT AND PATIO

Great Food, Craft Draft Beer, Wine

122 Point Theatre Road - Ingram, TX

(830) 367-3674
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Yellow Lab is currently hard at work 
planning their 2018 season. To stay up 
to date with Yellow Lab Productions’ 
shows, announcements, and ongoing 
news LIKE the page “Yellow Lab Pro-
ductions” on Facebook and/or follow 
them on Twitter @yellowlabpro.
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The Museum of Western Art, a 
501(c) 3 non-profit corporation, is 
located in the heart of the Texas 
Hill Country. Built on ten acres of 
land donated by oilman William F. 
Roden, the Museum is situated on 
the Great Western Cattle Trail in 
Kerrville which ran from Bandera 
to Kansas City during the latter half 
of the 1800s. This placed the Mu-
seum in the center of an area rich 
in Western history. By 1981, thirty 
founding sponsors had pledged 
enough money to commission 
famed Texas architect O’Neil Ford 
to begin construction of a new mu-
seum centered on the American 
West.

The Museum building is the last 
public project designed by Ford, 
and the public opening took place 
on April 23, 1983. The Museum of 
Western Art is an award-winning 
facility that is dedicated to excel-
lence in the collection, preserva-
tion and promotion of Western 
heritage, and to the education and 
cultural enrichment of our diverse 
audiences.

The permanent collection of art 
includes approximately 150 sculp-
tures, 250 paintings, and many arti-
facts relating to the American West. 
The Museum’s slogan, “Where the 
Legend Lives,” honors both our his-
tory as a nation as well as the Mu-
seum’s rich, world-class collection. 

The Museum’s visitors have rated 
the Museum the number one at-
traction in Kerrville on TripAdvisor. 

In addition to being the major 
tourist attraction in the Texas Hill 
Country, the Museum of Western 
Art also serves as a vital resource 
for curriculum enhancement for 
area schoolchildren. Providing local 
and regional students with the op-
portunity to experience the Ameri-
can West through art and history is 
a strong and important goal of the 
Museum.

This history is conveyed through 
the magnificent images of the West 
that are viewed in paintings and 
bronze sculptures on exhibit, as 
well as through artifacts on view. In 
2005, the Journey West Children’s 

Gallery was completed, highlighting 
the Westward movement through 
the “diary” of a young girl and her 
family. This highly interactive, pop-
ular exhibit showcases the dangers, 
challenges and hardships encoun-
tered constantly while on the trip 
West. 

Polls of area educators indicate 
that for 80% of the students that 
visit the Museum, it is their first 
visit to an art or cultural center of 
any kind. 

A student’s visit to The Museum 
of Western Art passes on to them 
not only an appreciation for art, but 
also the tools and techniques he or 
she needs to continue conveying 
our national heritage through tal-
ent and handiwork. To accomplish 

The Museum of Western Art
Preserving and supporting the heritage of the American West.

Where the legend lives.

1550 Bandera Hwy, Kerrville, TX 78028
www.museumofwesternart.com
(830) 896-2553

Open 10 am - 4 pm
Tuesday through Saturday

Closed Sunday & Monday
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this goal our education department 
has established a schedule for art 
education activities involving stu-
dents from kindergarten through 
fifth grade and drawing classes for 
students ranging in age from 12 
through 18 years of age. The Muse-
um also hosts an affordable and fun 
Summer Camp each year. Studies 
show that participation in the arts 
at an early age helps to promote 
creativity, confidence, problem 
solving, and critical thinking. 

The Museum is fortunate in that 
it is debt free with an abundance of 
assets. Approximately 85% of the 
Museum collection is composed of 
art produced by artists who are or 
were members of the prestigious 
Cowboy Artists of America. Each 
year the Museum receives valuable 
art donations from our benefac-
tors, and the collection continues 
to grow our valuable inventory and 
increase our assets. 

In January of this year, the Mu-
seum invited Cowboy Artist Jason 
Scull to be its ‘Artist in Residence’. 
Scull creates art in bronze, and 
is available four days a week for 
Museum visitors to watch him 
work and learn about the lost wax 
process. 

Last year, the Museum began 
a new program, Family Free Day. 
Held on the last Saturday of every 
month, any Kerr County resident 
receives free admission to the 
Museum. 

The Museum of Western Art 
hosts an ‘Artist of the Month’ ex-
hibition which showcases both 
the Museum collection as well as 
established living artists and those 
who are emerging on the Western 
art scene. The Museum also holds 
its annual Art Sale and Exhibition, 
which attracts both artists and 
guests from around the region.

Another draw to the Museum is 
their 6,000-volume library relat-
ing to all aspects of the West. Area 
educators, students, writers, as well 
as the public make frequent use of 
this resource for college theses, ref-
erence material for books and ar-
ticles, and for genealogy purposes.

The Museum of Western Art also 
enjoys working with many partners 
in the area. These include the Ker-
rville Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau and its Arts Co-op committee, 
and a non-profit committee orga-
nized by The Community Founda-
tion of the Texas Hill Country. They 

are proud to report they work with 
many schools including Schreiner 
University, area elementary and 
middle schools, and Our Lady of the 
Hills Regional Catholic High School. 

In preserving and promoting the 
heritage of the American West, the 
Museum is committed to exhibiting 
the very finest artwork by today’s 
best-known Western artists as well 
as periodic exhibits featuring fa-
mous masters of the past. In all that 
it does, the Museum serves as a 
bridge between the past and pres-
ent, ensuring that the legacy of the 
American West will be preserved 
for future generations. 

As a non-governmental, 501(c) 3 
institution, The Museum of West-
ern Art receives no governmental 
support except through a small 
contribution of hotel/motel tax 
monies for tourism promotion. As 
such, the Museum relies on grants, 
memberships, and other earned in-
come for operating support. 
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change your life for the

forever!
www.bellagreentinyhouses.com

...take the first step and call 512.701.5257

betterDIY Shells & 
Tiny Houses 
on Wheels!

i
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(830) 896-9393    www.CaillouxTheater.com 

presents 

A Tribute to  
Rock Legends “Chicago” 

A Phenomenal Evening 
Of Folk 

The Quenedit Dance  
Theater of San Antonio 
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The Kathleen C. Cailloux  
City Center for the Performing Arts 

Bringing the World of Arts and Entertainment to The Hill Country 

 Just walking in the front doors of Kerrville’s Cailloux Theater 
and entering the expansive lobby, with its towering pillars, grand 
central staircase and Italian marble floor, is 
impressive.  When you learn a little more 
about the kinds of outstanding programs fill 
the space, the impression only improves. 
 “There are many ways that events find 
there way onto the Cailloux City Center stag-
es” said Playhouse 2000 
Executive Director, Jeffrey 
Brown.  “Our goal is al-
ways to work toward the 
widest possible variety of 
events and the greatest 
possible service to our 
community.”  
 As managers of The 
Cailloux, on behalf of own-
ers The City of Kerrville, it 
is Playhouse 2000’s job to 
fill up the events calendar 
in the venue’s two perfor-
mance spaces.  This hap-
pens in several ways. 
 “We have a group of 
resident companies whose 
performances are ar-
ranged first” Brown said.  
“The Symphony of the 
Hills, and The Hill Country 
Youth Orchestras are good 
examples of local, self-
producing companies that 
call The Cailloux Theater 
home.” 
 “The spaces of the City Center are also 
available for rent to outside promoters.”  
These entrepreneurs  - both commercial and 
non-profit  - bring touring events to both 
The Cailloux and the intimate VK Garage 
Theaters.  “We’ve become a popular venue 
for promoters to use to fill out tours travelling through Texas, 
and to local organizations bringing events to Kerrville as fundrais-
ers” Brown said. 
 As part of their goal of maximizing variety in the City Center’s 
offerings, Playhouse 2000 produces and promotes both a per-
forming arts series and stand alone events in The Cailloux Thea-
ter.  This year’s Cailloux Performances Series features six spec-
tacular events in six months between October and March which 
are available as a subscription or as single tickets.  And recent 

P2K-promoted concerts have included greats in music, stand-up 
comedy, dance, magic and more. 

     In service to the Community, Playhouse 
2000 produces the Young Peoples’ Perfor-
mances series of events for school children.  
“Three times a year” Brown says, “we pre-
sent outstanding artists from around the 
country for more than 1,500 students from 

local and regional schools 
– all free-of-charge.”  To 
date, more than 15,000 
young people have expe-
rienced one or more ex-
citing programs at no cost 
to student, parent or 
school. 
     As Kerrville’s Commu-
nity Theater, Playhouse 
2000 also produces and 
presents a full slate of live 
comedies, dramas and 
musicals on the City Cen-
ter stages, all created by 
and for local residents.  
“We have season for both 
children and adults to 
participate in creating the 
art of theater all year 
long” Brown adds,  
“including a free 
“Shakespeare In The 
Park” event the first 
weekend in June.”  
     On top of all this, the 

City Center is also the site of many commu-
nity events, including concerts by local 
school bands and choirs, political debates, 
wedding parties, and fund raisers – it even 
serves as a local polling place. 
 In all, programs of the Cailloux City 
Center are enjoyed by more than 35,000 

patrons each year, more than half of which come to Kerrville 
from outside of the 78028 Zip Code.  When all uses of the facili-
ties are included, total attendance exceeds 50,000 guests per 
year, with a total economic impact that approaches two million 
dollars annually. 
 The Kathleen C. Cailloux City Center for the Performing Arts 
and its managers, Playhouse 2000, are great reasons to love vis-
iting and living in Kerrville.  Find out more about them today by 
clicking www.CaillouxTheater.com. 
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P layhouse 2000, Inc., (frequently shortened to P2K) 
serves the Kerrville Community and the greater Hill Country 

area in two ways; as the producers of local Community Theater, and 
as managers of, promoters of, and presenters in the largest and most 
beautiful performance hall between Austin and San Antonio. 
 

F ounded in 1998, Playhouse 2000 moved into the  
forefront of the Hill Country arts community in 1999 when 

the City of Kerrville invited them to act as a management company 
for the Kathleen C. Cailloux City Center for the Performing Arts. The 
City Center was officially opened under P2K management in 2003. 
 

A s a Community Theater, we remain committed to  
creating high-quality plays and musical with casts and crews 

comprised totally of local volunteers under professional direction.  
Among our volunteer theater artists are people from all walks of life, 
families, students from local schools and Schreiner University,  
retirees, young adults, and children, accepting all and excluding no 
one.  Find out more at www.Playhouse2000.com 

The Opening Sequence in the Playhouse 2000 production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Carousel 
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Youth Summer Musical Theater Camp 
 For the 2nd year, Playhouse 2000’s 2017 Youth Summer 
Musical Theater Camp made a difference in the lives of dozens 
of local children by providing outstanding training in the  
theatrical arts. 

 With a mission to build skills that will last a lifetime, the six-
week program revolves around the creation of a fully-realized 
stage musical by a cast and crew of children from age 5 to 15.  
This year’s production was Rodgers and Hammerstein’s classic  
Cinderella. 
 “We expect children of all ages to commit to achieving  
personal excellence and provide them with the tools to do so” 
says program director Sarah Distel.   “I have seen students  
accomplish things in this program that rival the artistic quality 
and commitment of adults working in the theater, and obtain 
skills that will stay with them for life”  
 Through the process of creating all the aspects of a live  
theatrical production – everything from scenes, songs and  
dances to scenery, props and costumes – children learn many 
lessons that will serve them well regardless of their ultimate 
career path. 
     The most obvious training taking place involves teaching  

exactly what is involved in  
presenting an excellent show.  
Students study general theater 
craft, including acting, singing, 
dancing and back-stage  
activities like lighting and sound 
design, building props, and 
stage crew. 
     While learning these things 
and working together toward a 

successful performance, 
students also develop 
skills such as how to 
work together as a 

team.  They  
practice personal 
responsibility by 
learning their 
unique part of the whole presentation.  They exercise 
their ability to read for comprehension, and learn  
empathy by placing themselves into the roles of the  
characters. 
     In general, these young people take positive steps  
toward a successful show in the short term, and a more 
successful adulthood in the future. 
     The P2K Summer Musical Theater Camp has already 
become one of the most-loved activities in these  
children’s lives.  Nearly 80% of the students in this year’s 
camp returned from last year’s session, which produced 
the musical Once Upon a Mattress Jr. 
     “Kids love it so much that they won’t let their parents 
schedule vacation during the time camp is going on” says 
Distel.  “And thanks to the help of generous people in our 
community, we are able to offer enough scholarships that 

no child is turned away because they can’t afford the $75 fee.” 

 Cinderella was presented by Playhouse 2000, managers of 
the Kathleen C. Cailloux City Center for the Performing Arts, and 
it is only one part of the Youth Theater Program at P2K.  For 
more information, including details on volunteering with or  
auditioning for P2K, readers can visit www.playhouse2000.com. 

Norah Distel and Beth Cunningham as Cinderella’s evil stepsisters 

The Townsfolk dance at The Prince’s Ball 



Art is about creation and express-
ing emotion. One look at his over-
sized canvases with their vibrant 
colors, bold strokes and sweeping 
movement, and you understand 
how Woody Farris embodies the 
essence of art. 

“My idea is to transfer the feel-
ings of happiness and joy from my 
experiences directly to the ob-
server through my colorful paint-
ings,” Farris said. “I call it tracing the 
moment.”

“I work from a blank canvas to 
convey what I’m feeling at a par-
ticular time. Colors, symbols, brush 
strokes and textures are not pre-
meditated or preconceived, but 
I often use patterns and familiar 
forms, shapes and marks – what 
I call my visual dialect -- to repre-
sent some kind of shelter. I always 
have some abstract allusion to roof 
tops, doorways, or sailboats hidden 
somewhere in the composition.”

These various textures, symbols, 
lines, brush strokes and “scribbles” 
define the language Farris uses to 
“connect my spirit and impressions, 
and re-direct my energy into making 
something that 
gives me unimagi-
nable joy.” A close 
friend in Ft. Davis 
once summed up 
Farris’s work say-
ing, “His natural 
high energy wears most of us out. 
Now he is able to put that force 
onto canvas.”

These days Farris mostly paints 
with acrylics, alla prima, a wet-on-
wet technique that layers wet paint 
over previously applied layers of 
wet paint. It is a method most of-
ten used in oil painting and lends 

itself well to his gestural 
abstract expressionism. 
“I work with two or three 
different series at a time 
layering fluid color and 
texture.”

Farris’s life has been al-
most as colorful as his art. 
Born in LaFayette, La, in 
1940, he grew up along 
the Gulf coast of Louisi-
ana and Texas, the middle 
child of three and the only 
son of a migrant oil-field 
worker. “I built a car when 
I was 14. Nobody ever told 
me I couldn’t do it, make it, 
or build it. Nobody really 
cared what the hell I did 
as long as I didn’t get into 
trouble doing it.”

That sense of personal 
freedom, coupled with the 
coastal landscape and its dramatic 
sunrises and sunsets informed 
much his visual lexicon. “Skies 
and the sea are always part of my 
paintings,” he said. “The big skies 
of Texas and even the high desert 
landscapes remind me of the open 

ocean. The extremes of climate and 
weather conditions on the open 
ocean have been and are my most 
intense experiences.”

His passion for the sea is almost 
as engrained as his devotion to art. 
Farris has been a sailor his whole 
life, logging more than 50,000 solo 
nautical miles. 

Although he has completed more 
than 1,200 acrylic paintings, rang-
ing in size from a diminutive 4x8-
inches to a gigantic 6x8-feet, to 
innumerable watercolor and en-
caustic (pigmented hot wax) works, 
and ceramics, Farris began his art 
career as a sculptor. “For as long as 

I can remember, I was always think-
ing about or doing something that 
involved building and creating.”

 In 1978, while already a prac-
ticing dental professional (he was 
team dentist for the Houston Rock-
ets), Farris set out to build a home 
for himself on the banks of the 
Brazos River outside of Houston. “I 

Woody Farris:  Living Life Artfully
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“My idea is to transfer the feelings of happiness and joy 
from my experiences directly to the observer through my 
colorful paintings. I call it tracing the moment.”

by Carol Seminara



didn’t have any plans or blueprints,” he said. “Hell, I 
didn’t even have a level or a square, but my tolerances 
were within 100th of an inch.”

Working in his free time and alone, Farris completed 
construction of a 2,000-square foot, free-form house 
– essentially his first sculpture -- in less than two 
years. “I’d been living in it for about four months when 
somebody knocked on the door and wanted to buy it.” 
Farris sold his hand-built home for cash and a 42-ft. 
sail boat. “This fellow knocked on my door on Monday, 
and I moved out Friday,” he said. “Having or not having 
possessions doesn’t bother me.”

“Turns out that wasn’t a good off-shore boat,’ Farris 
said, so he decided to explore art school and enrolled 
in a class with Don Shaw at the Glassell School of Art, 
Museum of Fine Arts in Houston. “I showed up for the 
first class with a truck full of wood and metal,” he said, 
smiling at the memory. Some of those early pieces re-
main part of the institution’s permanent collection.

After focusing on sculpture for several years, Farris 
also studied ceramics with Bill Denard, and was in-
spired to move on to canvas by well-known Houston 
watercolorist Arthur Turner’s guidance in color usage. 
“I’d spent almost 10 years exploring and studying dif-
ferent mediums through my classes and travels, and I 
realized I had a talent for using color,” Farris said.

His “New World Series” in 1992, a series of large ab-
stract cityscapes, earned him recognition by the Texas 
Watercolor Society’s 43rd annual exhibition and Texas 
museum tour, one of the first in the long list of ac-
colades accompanying his 40-plus year as a working 
artist. 

Works by Farris have been featured in galleries from 
Marfa to Galveston, from Santa Fe to Key West, and 
his creations are avidly sought by collectors.

Farris doesn’t give his paintings titles, preferring to 
number them instead. “I want the viewer to be able to 
appreciate and feel the emotions of the work without 
any presumption or outside directions,” he said. 

Since 2010, Farris has lived with his wife, Kate Sharp 
Farris, in Fredericksburg in a self-remodeled, art-filled 
Craftsman house. Kate, an archeologist by vocation 
and an art curator/gallery designer by avocation, is 
currently hard at work cataloging Woody’s vast body 
of works while supervising his art sales, which in-
clude not only sculptures, but also acrylic, watercolor 
and encaustic paintings, drawings, photographs, and 
ceramics.

Despite his artistic acumen, Farris remains modest 
about his accomplishments often serving as informal 
tutor to aspiring painters who come to him for advice. 
One fledgling painter said, “He is always gracious, en-
couraging and never pretentious. I once asked him to 
define art and he laughed, saying ‘What is art? I have 
no idea. Does it have an ‘e’?”

Woody Farris, DDS, works relieving pain and saving 
teeth as part-time staff dentist at the Good Samaritan 
Center, a charitable clinic in Fredericksburg. Some of 
his paintings are on display – and available for pur-
chase – at the Center. To arrange a private viewing of 
the rest of his available works, contact him by email: 
woodyfarrisart@aol.com. 
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The Boerne Community Theatre 
(BCT) had humble beginnings (and 
a different name) when they started 
in 1991. The late Deloris Littlejohn 
got together with others to put on 
a production or two at the Boerne 
Area Community Center. They per-
formed there as the BAAC-Door 
Theatre and established themselves 
as a tax-exempt nonprofit. The first 
board of directors included Little-
john, Jack Simmons, Marsha Slo-
comb, John Ebner, Michael Arthur 
and Andy Hix.

In 1997, they moved into a store-
front at 981 North Main, also with 
a back door they used more fre-
quently than the front. They then 
became the Back Door Theatre. In 
2003, the theatre changed its name 
once again to Boerne Community 
Theatre to better reflect who they 
are.

With cramped quarters and two 
bathrooms shared by cast, crew and 
audience alike, BCT produced five 
shows a year and some summer 
drama camps for kids. Their profile 
remained fairly low due to the loca-
tion and barely adequate signage. 

In 2005, however, an opportunity 
presented itself when the Oneighty 
Club, located at Blanco and Plant, 
went up for sale. The group had 
looked at the property years before 
but did not have the funding nec-
essary. A Christian pastor bought it 
and ran an after-school program for 
teens.

BCT owned two acres that had 
been donated by Mike and Patty 
Loftis, located in a business park 
north of town. A capital campaign 
to build a theatre stalled after 9-11. 
Interest in finding larger quarters 
never waned, though. When the 

Blanco Street property became 
available again, lots of pieces fell 
into place.

A grant from the Kronkosky 
Foundation, the sale of the two 
acres and some creative fundraising 
efforts, along with financing from 
Frost Bank, combined to complete 
the purchase of the building. After 
some renovations to strengthen 
the roof and bring the building up 
to code, they built risers, purchased 
chairs, upgraded the HVAC system, 
painted lots of walls, put in a bath-
room downstairs (for the actors) 
and opened their first production 
(Light In the Tunnel) in March of 
2007. Fair Oaks resident Richard 
Mecke and his company, Texas Sce-
nic, were instrumental in creating 
and equipping the light grid and 
stage curtain. 

The five-production season 
turned into six when the theatre 
added a show categorized as The-
atre On the Edge (TOTE). These 
productions tend to be a little more 
edgy, usually with themes and 
sometimes language more suitable 
for an adult audience. 

A refreshed summer drama camp 
program began in earnest again, 
beginning at St. Peter’s in their 
multi-purpose building and moving 
into the newly refurbished theatre 
in 2008. The three camps are full 
every year, with 35 children partici-
pating in each.

The two-week camps run from 
Monday through Friday with three 
performances of a musical at the 
end. The July camp has found a 
home at the Geneva School of 
Boerne because there was a regular 
season production in the theatre.

The Boerne Community Theatre
25 years of growing with the community.

Don’t Dress for Dinner
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In 2015, Youth Programs Direc-
tor, Patricia Hausman proposed an 
after-school program. A space was 
rented in the strip center behind 
the theatre on South Plant and 
the Academy was born. Classes in 
acting, movement, and music have 
been offered here. Traditionally, a 
showcase is presented at the end of 
each term. For the fall of 2017, the 
program will be more aligned with 
the drama camp model –meeting 
once a week and culminating in a 
full production at the end. 

Folks at the other end of the 
spectrum are able to be active 
with the theatre in ActIII@BCT, an 
adult reader’s theatre program run 
by award-winning actor/directors 
Jerry Watson and Bill Gundry. Wat-
son is now also a member of the 

BCT board. The classes meet once 
a week for 8 weeks and offer a free 
showcase (with wine and snacks!) at 
the end. The performances include 
readings of scenes from popular 
plays, skits, poems and stories. No 
memorization is necessary, so it’s 
a good way to “stick your toe” into 
acting! The program has included 
complete newbies to veterans who 
haven’t been on stage for a while. 

The 2017-2018 season is about 
to get underway with a produc-
tion of Noel Coward’s classic com-
edy, Hay Fever. The story revolves 
around a 1920’s English family 
gone to their summer house for a 
relaxing weekend. Unbeknownst 
to each other, the very dramatic, 
aging-actress mother, her husband 
and two adult children, have ap-

parently all invited a guest to join 
them. When the guests arrive, the 
self-involved “hosts” pretty much 
ignore them, leading to witty un-
pleasantries and a hasty exit by the 
guests.

The remainder of the BCT sea-
son includes a poignant comedy 
by Texas playwright Jean Ciampi. 
Potato Gumbo opens on Nov. 3rd. 
The playwright and original cast 
of a staged reading will attend the 
opening night performance.

A family-friendly Christmas pro-
gram will be a fundraiser for the 
theater, with a two-weekend run in 
December. Late January brings In-
corruptible, a “dark comedy about 
the Dark Ages”, according to its 
author, Michael Hollinger. The play 
was last presented by BCT in 2003; 
Christine Crowley played a bom-
bastic nun in that production but 
will direct the 2017 version.

The Theatre On the Edge slot will 
be Donald Margulies’ Time Stands 
Still, a drama about a photojour-
nalist and a foreign correspondent 
who try to find happiness in a world 
gone crazy. May brings The Com-
plete History of America (abridged), 
a zany comedy with three men 
playing all the parts. Rounding out 
the regular season will be The Hal-
lelujah Girls, a southern comedy by 

Drama Camp rehearsal
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Jones/Hope/Wooten.
In addition to the adult program-

ming, BCT has a very active Teen 
Troupe. The roster has over 50 
members, aged 13-19. The troupe 
produces two major productions 
and a competition piece for the 
annual Youth Drama Conference 
sponsored by Texas Nonprofit The-
atres. The teens also have an active 
volunteer presence in the com-
munity working with Hill Country 
Daily Bread, the Thunderdash, as-
sisting at BCT fundraisers, caroling 
at Christmas, and performing for 
various fairs and festivals. They will 
produce The Many Loves of Dobie 
Gillis in October and Singin’ In the 
Rain in April.

Over the years, the nonprofit has 
reached out to the community for 
support. Financial donations are 
always welcome but volunteers are 
the heart of the theatre. All the ac-
tors, builders, painters, concession 
workers, backstage help and the 
board of governors are volunteers. 
The paid staff is small; none of the 
positions are full time.

Various fundraisers are held to 
provide revenue for the organiza-
tion as no theater could exist on 
ticket sales alone. BCT began run-
ning a Mardi Gras-themed event 
several years ago. In 2016, the first 
Hill Country’s Got Talent show was 
held; the 2017 show will be on Oc-
tober 14th at the Burdick Commu-
nity Center. BCT also participates in 

The Big Give (to be held in March, 
2018) to raise funds for specific 
needs. The chairs are ten years old 
now and need to be replaced. A 
more detailed history of the theatre 
is on the website under the ‘About’ 
tab. A link to assist donors with the 
chair replacement effort is also on 
the website.

Season memberships are now 
on sale. A basic membership gives 
you six admissions to be used as 
you wish for any of the adult sea-
son shows, the TOTE show, and the 
two Teen Troupe productions. Do-
nor level memberships offer from 
10-20 tickets to be used across the 
season. The theatre actively seeks 
Co-Producers and business part-
ners, too. Those donations help to 
underwrite the production costs 
and offer opportunities for recog-
nition in the program, on posters, 
programs and the website. 

BCT celebrated its 25th anniver-
sary not long ago. The Board of 
Governors is currently represented 
by Stephan Rogers, Paul Yoder, Su-
zann Woodward, Robert Moritz, 
Christine Crowley, Diane Treusdell, 
Jerry Watson, Keisha McFerrin, Tif-
fany Fresher, Patty Loftis and Patri-
cia Hausman. Each brings a unique 
skill set, helping to guide the theatre 
into its next twenty-five years and 
beyond. They would love to see you 
in the audience or as a volunteer!

Don’t Cry for Me, Margaret Mitchell

First Act III Showcase

A.P. Navarra
WINDOW CLEANING & PRESSURE WASHING

830.896.8279
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED PATRONAGE

FOR THE PAST 35 YEARS IN KERRVILLE

133 JONES ROAD - KERRVILLE, TEXAS
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camp stewart for boys
heart o’  the hills for girls

I conquered fears.
I learned new skills.
I made great friends.

you ready?

Learn more
about us and see 
for yourself why  

so many young  
girls and boys call 

our camps their  
favorite places to be.

(830) 238-4670      
www.campstewart.com    

George@campstewart.com

(830) 238-4650      
www.hohcamp.com     

Jane@hohcamp.com

TOURS AVAILABLE ANYTIME. CALL TO SCHEDULE YOURS TODAY!

LOCATED IN HUNT, TX

ONE WEEK SESSIONS
NOW OPEN FOR BOYS AGES 6-11 
CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR MORE INFO

NOW LEASING

200 Sidney Baker St S, Kerrville, TX
Debbie Robinson, Manager 

830-896-0606
rhm@windstream.net

River Hills Mall
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It’s not quite Autumn. In fact, it’s 
September and it’s still burning hot 
outside, but at the Point, the sea-
sons have definitely shifted. The 
huge group of interns, apprentices, 
volunteers, and families has gone 
home to prepare for school. Theatre 
camp ended on the same day as the 
summer internships which coin-
cided with the opening of the final 
Summer show, “Baskerville,” and 
the “Illusions,” the next juried show 
at the Duncan McAshan Visual Arts 
Center.

The last of the summer tourists 
are coming to see Stonehenge and 
wandering around amazed at the 
Arts Foundation. Most of these 
are families on the last return leg 
of their vacation adventures. They 
look tanned, a little road weary, but 
still fascinated. 

The Main Building at the Point 
is starting to get quiet, save the 
box office phone that still rings 
constantly for “Baskerville” tickets 
and reservations to “Dinner and 
a Show” with Encore Restaurant. 
Although the Fall is a little quieter 
than the Summer at the Point, by no 
means does the activity stop. 

 As of the writing of this story, 
stage director Emily Huber is al-
ready holding auditions and build-
ing a cast for “Of Mice and Men”. 
Based on the John Steinbeck novel, 
“Of Mice and Men” tells the story 
of two drifters looking for work in 
the American West who meet with 
tragedy. Record numbers of actors 
have come out to try out for the 
show which will be presented Oc-
tober 13th – 28th outdoors on the 
historic Smith-Ritch stage.  

Also coming this Fall to the Arts 
Foundation is the third annual Kerr 

County Celtic 
Festival Highland 
Games. The 2017 
“Kerrville Games” 
are October 7th 
and 8th on the 

grounds of HCAF. Once again, fans 
of kilts and cabers can get lost in the 
magic of Stonehenge II while they 
watch or compete in the games 
and wander around clan tents, food 
vendors, crafters, dancers, and of 
course, pipers. 

When the Fall gets cooler, the 
Point will be open its holiday show 
“Dicken’s Christmas Carol” on No-
vember 17th thought December 
2nd. Performed in the comfort of 

the Huth-Coates Indoor Theatre, 
this holiday tradition will be dedi-
cated by local actor and theatre 
educator, David Remschel, who will 
be fresh from performing multiple 
high energy roles in “Baskerville.”

Autumn certainly has a lot to offer 
at the Point.  If you want to be a part 
of the show, call (830) 367-5121 or 
visit hcaf.com for more information. 

Autumn
at the Hill Country Arts Foundation

By Jeff Cunningham 
Director of Theatre Education
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Appliances Plus
All Brand Service • Full 

Parts Department

830.257.3037
1750 Junction Hwy. - Kerrville

BUY - SELL - TRADE
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Atelier is the French word for 
the studio or workshop of a mas-
ter painter or designer where that 
artist can meet with their students 
to focus on their art in privacy and 
intense study.

Painter in Residence, Holly 
White-Gehrt wants to raise the 
bar of artistic work at the Duncan-
McAshan Visual Arts Center by cre-
ating The Hill Country Atelier. Her 
program will consist of three ten-
week terms annually that would 
immediately capture the attention 
of serious art students from around 
the state and region. Curriculum 
would include drawing, monochro-
matic grisaille painting and limited 
palette painting. 

Currently, there are about a hun-
dred Atelier style programs around 
the world that run like an art school, 

where students work five days a 
week, at least eight hours a day for 
several years with master painters 
and tackle visual art projects from 
basic charcoal sketches to photo-
realistic oil paintings. These Ate-
liers are accredited through the Art 
Renewal Center (ARC), a respected 
non-profit, committed to maintain-
ing the highest quality of art, art 
teaching, museums, and art appre-
ciation worldwide.

A highly respected organization, 
ARC has scholarships available for 
art students and juried contests 
with monetary awards. Their most 
prestigious contest, The Salon 
Show, awarded the Best of Show 
prize to Tenaya Sims, Holly’s own 
teacher from the Georgetown Ate-
lier in Seattle. 

Of all the ARC approved interna-

tional atelier programs, The Acad-
emy of Figurative Art in Fort Worth, 
is the only one in the state of Texas. 
The Hill Country Arts Foundation is 
looking to change that.

Visual Arts Director Rosanne 
Thrall has approached the ARC for 
guidance as she seeks accreditation 
for the new program.

The Hill Country Atelier is an 
exciting new program for HCAF. 
As prestigious and ambitious as is 
sounds, it is a reasonable goal for 
the Arts Foundation which has 
seen the growth and success of 
many new endeavors over the last 
few seasons. The Atelier will join 
the Spare Oom Children’s Theatre, 
Encore Restaurant, West Kerr Visi-
tor’s Center, and the improved Gift 
Shop as a new program worthy of 
international attention. 

The Hill Country Atelier
Holly White-Gehrt, Painter in Residence
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Kayla Castaneda rushes down 
the halls of the Point Theatre. She 
must bounce between the box of-
fice, the tourist center and the ar-
chive rooms. As a theatre intern, 
her work is varied and it is never 
finished. 

However at closing time, she 
shifts gears and becomes a stage 
director. She is greeted in the Huth 
Coates Indoor Theatre by dancers 
in fancy fur costumes, grease paint 
whiskers, and bunny ears. As young 
as she is, Castaneda is already re-
sponsible for a new Point Program, 
The Spare Oom Children’s Theatre 
and its premier performance of 
“The Velveteen Rabbit.”  

When Kayla Castaneda was a se-
nior in high school, she visited Ker-
rville and toured the Schreiner Uni-
versity campus for the first time. 
There she told the theatre faculty 
that her dream was to one day 
produce professional high quality 
theatre for young audiences, spe-
cifically for children with learning 
disabilities and hearing loss. 

Two short years later, she is a 
junior at Schreiner and an active 
intern at the Hill Country Arts 
Foundation where she has made 
herself an integral part of the Point 
Theatre staff. She has actively re-
searched and reorganized sixty 
years of theatre records, learned to 
assist and manage ticket sales, and 
helped organize the Youth Theatre 
Summer Camp program.

It the middle of all of this, she 
moved one step closer to her 
childhood dream. With the help 
of HCAF Artistic Director, Sarah 
Derousseau, Castaneda has started 

a “Theatre for Young Audiences” 
program at the Point called the 
Spare Oom Children’s Theatre. 
Spare Oom features strong stories 
told by adult performers for young 
audiences.  

Derousseau was looking for a 
theatre series to add to the Point’s 
Main stage theatre season. Chil-
dren’s theatre seemed like a good 
match for the growing HCAF the-
atre program. 

The pub-
lic seemed 
to agree with 
Derousseau’s 
choice as the 
premier Spare 
Oom show, 
“The Velveteen 
Rabbit,” played 
to sold-out 
houses. 

“The Velve-
teen Rabbit” 
performed matinees only because 
the target audience has such an 
early bedtime. The show featured 
many of Castaneda’s Schreiner 
classmates on stage with Point 
alums further demonstrating the 
increasing closeness of the two 
programs. 

Castaneda and Derousseau con-
tinue to look for shows that will 
appeal to the young theatre pa-
trons of the community that can be 
produced alongside the main stage 
productions. 

Spare Oom is one of many new 
and fresh endeavors being pro-
duced at HCAF. Having young 
people in the audience means a 
new generation of theatre lovers in 

the community will be inspired to 
support and participate in commu-
nity theatre, while reminding their 
parents and grandparents how 
much they love theatre too.  Spare 
Oom is part of the new energy that 
is part creativity and part nostalgia 
at HCAF.

The Spare Oom
Children’s Theatre



Restaurants, salons, fitness clubs and realtors 
have one thing in common – they want to attract 

new customers. How amazing it would be to 
send an automatic text to anyone walking by…

straight to their smartphone. 
Keep a device in your car to promote your brand 
wherever you go. The opportunities are endless. 

Call today to find out how to simply and 
inexpensively get your message out.

830.367.2151

Specialty Sale 
at the YO Ranch Hotel

September 9th, 2:00 PM

SCAN T HIS CODE WITH 
YOUR SMARTPHONE FOR 

MORE INFORMATION

BRONZE STATUES, TAXIDERMY, WESTERN 
COLLECTIBLES, VINTAGE TREASURES

2033 Sidney Baker Street 
Kerrville, TX 78028

Other sale dates:
Sept. 30 - Oct. 28 - Dec. 1
Consignment auctions consist 
primarily of equipment, tools 
ATV, golf carts, autos and who 
knows what else will show up. Call Trey: 580-369-8689

WE DO ON-SITE FARM AND RANCH SALES AS WELL

Are customers passing you by?
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Scan this code with your 
smartphone to 

LEARN MORE



Founded in 1879 by J.C.W. Ingram, the 
city of Ingram is on the banks of the beau-
tiful Guadalupe River.

Known by various nicknames including 
“The River City” (because the Guadalupe 
River flows through town) and “The Rock 
City” (because many of the buildings, con-
structed after a flood in 1932, were made 
of flagstone) Ingram is located in central 
Texas seven miles west of Kerrville and 63 
miles northwest of San Antonio.

Home to about 2,000 residents, Ingram’s 
population grows throughout June and 
August due to the popularity of the many 
summer camps in the area.

Ingram’s City Park has a pavilion and a 
kitchen which is available to rent for vari-
ous functions.

Traveling west, the Old Ingram Loop is a 
popular shopping area with a wide variety 
of artisans and businesses.

A bit further west is the Hill Country 
Arts Foundation (HCAF), a non-profit edu-
cational organization that combines art 
studios and theatre. The Point Theatre at 
HCAF features an outdoor theater open 
for performances June through August 
and an indoor theater for the remaining 
months. Also, the Encore Restaurant, next 
to the Point Theatre is a popular destina-
tion for lunch and dinner.

Also on the grounds of HCAF is Stone-
henge II, a ¾ scale recreation of the Stone-
henge in England and a recreation of one 
of the large Easter Island heads. Both at-
tractions draw tourists all year.

The Ingram Lake Dam is still further 
west and attracts swimmers during the hot 
summer months to the cool waters of the 
Guadalupe.

There is much to explore in Ingram, 
Texas. See you here.In
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Hello Hill Country! My name is 
Arlie Lammers and I am the sole 
proprietor of Senior Living Options. 
I am a resident of Kerrville and have 
been since June 1, 1984. Before 
moving to Kerrville I had retired 
from the U. S. Navy. I was a radio 
personality in Kerrville for 10 years 
and also retired from the Kerrville 
State Hospital as a Case Manager 
in 1997. Then God called me to 
Ordained Ministry. I answered that 
call and served 5 churches in South-
west Texas (one of them twice) and 
retired from that Ministry in 2016.

Knowing that I should continue 
serving the Lord, I prayed about it 
and was directed to enter a ministry 
of assisting senior citizens or anyone 
that has a desire or need to change 
the status of their living conditions. 
Most people think that they need 
to go to the “old folks home” when 
they get old or infirmed.  However, 
there are lots of options to that.

So, I visit with folks who are get-

ting on in age and may have to con-
sider various living options. If they 
want to stay at home…and every-
body does, I assist them in getting 
the very best in-home services. If it 
is determined that they need to do 
something different, I can give them 
the options of various facilities such 
as Independent  Living, Assisted 
Living , Memory Care and/or  Resi-
dential Care. This  includes  pricing 
and tours of the facilities. Often, I 
need to meet with the families to 
help them determine the best thing 
to do for their loved ones. I, also, 
can provide assistance with Veter-
an benefits if they are a veteran or 
spouse of a veteran and Medicaid 
entitlements if they cannot afford 
outside care. 

I do not charge for this service. I 
am a Pre-Need Specialist and will 
supply information on that subject 
if desired. However, I do not sale 
Medicare Supplements, Life Insur-
ance or Retirement Annuities. If it is 

determined that there is nothing I 
can do to help them or they do not 
need my assistance…that is alright. 
Perhaps I, at least, have been a 
blessing to them and have been able 
to help someone with information 
which is the Christian thing to do.  
If you know of any of your friends, 
acquaintances or family members 
(including yourself) that may need 
or want to avail themselves of this 
service I would be grateful if you 
would refer them to me. I serve 6 
counties in the Hill Country.  Those 
counties  are Bandera, Blanco, Gil-
lespie, Kendall, Kerr and Kimble. I 
will go to San Antonio to meet with 
families if that is desired. I guaran-
tee this service will be valuable to 
you or your referrals.

Thank you. My prayer for you is 
that you have a blessed life. 

Arlie Lammers 
Senior Living Options

Cell phone: (830) 285-5238 
seniorlivinoptions@gmail.com

SENIOR LIVING OPTIONS



Scan this code with your 
Smartphone to visit our website.


