
Guide to Improving the 
Performance of Pupils & Staff by 
enhancing your School Premises: 
Aim:  
To help your school create facilities and provide environments that 
supports the educational aims and visions for your school. 

Vision for the School: 
School buildings should inspire and enhance: 

• Educational performance: opportunities to raise standards for all 
by offering an appropriate, adaptable and stimulating learning 
environment; 

• Staff satisfaction: vital for the recruitment and retention of the 
school’s most important resource, it is influenced by the various 
aspects of the working environment as well as appropriate space 
for staff to rest and socialise; 

• Pupil satisfaction: affecting behaviour and self-esteem, and 
ultimately willingness and ability to learn; 

We set out below the some Key Considerations to help you to achieve 
this vision for your school community. 

Environment 
Ventilation and Temperature:  

• Stale air reduces oxygen levels and effects concentration. 

• Cold draughts can provide distraction to concentration. 

• High temperatures can make everyone lethargic. 

• Too cold and energy is diverted to keeping warm and not to the 
brain, impairing ability to teach and learn. 



• A cool and well ventilated environment is essential in areas of 
enhanced activity to avoid overheating of pupils, staff and 
equipment e.g. ICT Suites, Design and Technology spaces and 
Sports Halls and Gyms. 

• Consider methods of reducing solar gain by shading, reflective 
glazing, reducing solar absorption of building envelope (green 
roofs, white reflective exterior paint finishes).  

• Use of thermal mass, night cooling and cross ventilation to prevent 
summertime overheating. 

Lighting- Natural and Artificial: 

• Provision of sufficient natural light into rooms to avoid overuse of 
artificial light and improve feelings of wellbeing. Too much sunlight, 
though, produces problems with glare and heat gain issues. This 
can have a detrimental effect. 

• Artificial light levels need to be appropriate for the rooms purpose 
to avoid issues with insufficient light or glare particularly off 
computer screens and whiteboards. 

Acoustics: 

Sound delivery within a learning environment has impact on pupil 
reaction and focus. Ensuring good communication between teacher and 
pupil and between pupils can be improved through design. 

Sound reverberation (echo effect) can be controlled in the following 
ways: 

• Absorbent finishes (carpet and notice boarding etc.) reduce the 
build-up of noise and promote a calm environment. 

• Acoustic baffles are a low cost and non-intrusive solution to many 
noise problems. Baffles are an absorptive board that reduces air 
borne sound typically suspended from ceilings but can be fixed to 
walls, doors, panelling, suspended ceilings and screens. 

• Enhanced reverberation control should be considered in rooms 
designed specifically for children with special needs. 



• Provision of sufficient insulation in roofs and roof lights and 
windows can also help to reduce noise due to heavy rainfall and 
other external noise. 

Finishes and Colour: 

The provision of enhanced finishes including carpeted floors and modern 
surfaces helps to improve concentration and engagement and 
encourages forward thinking. 

Colour of finishes needs to encourage learning and reflect the subject 
area. Different colours can produce a feeling of either calm and 
reflection or stimulation and consideration should be given to the type of 
effect required e.g. Library would be suited to a calm light pastel colour. 

Room Layout and Storage: 
Excess furniture and equipment can affect concentration and make the 
space feel crowded and disorganised. Need to consider making the 
most of the space available and storage options. 

Circulation space 
Circulation around the school needs to be considered as this affects 
behaviour of pupils. 

This guide is aimed at providing some low cost ideas for improving your 
schools premises, which could have a big impact on your pupils and 
staffs morale. 

For further advice please contact our Education team at Cube Building 
Consultancy Ltd on 01525 722210 or visit our website: 
www.cubebuildingconsultancy.com . 

http://www.cubebuildingconsultancy.com

