
     

2014 Youth Survey Executive Summary 

The Brooklyns Youth Council (BYC) is a part of the Brooklyn Bridge Alliance for Youth. The 

group is made up of 20 youth from Brooklyn Center and Brooklyn Park who gather to 

represent youth in Brooklyn Center and Brooklyn Park by providing a voice in collaboration 

with the community and local government in order to positively raise awareness of problems 

facing youth. 

2014 Survey Implementation 

During the summer of 2014, 11 members of the BYC planned and initiated a data gathering project to understand youth 

participation in afterschool.  This is the third iteration of the survey (done in 2008 and 2012).  During the 5 weeks of 

implementation, 648 youth were surveyed. 

Young people were surveyed in public spaces such as parks, in neighborhoods, apartment complexes and community 

events in Brooklyn Center and Brooklyn Park during the day and early evening hours.  Youth surveyed were between the 

ages of 12-19, and (35%) were African American (29%) White (15%) African  (15%) Latino (6%) Native American and (5%) 

other or mixed race. 

Survey Highlights and Analysis 

The Youth Survey asks two questions to get at the participation rates of youth in their community.   
 
Participation Rates: 

 

 The percentage of youth who have ever and are 
currently participating in youth programs was lower 
than the BYC had anticipated, and (EVER participated is 
15% lower than the rate found by the 2012 survey).  
The BYC will do further inquiry in order to better 
understand what youth are and are not including as a 
‘youth program’.  They will focus their work with 
decision-makers in 2014-2015 in order to expand 
opportunities available to youth in order to increase 
participation, especially in  programs during the 
summer months. 

 
Participation Barriers: 

 
BYC also gathered anecdotal information from the youth they 

surveyed, in order to better understand the nuance behind the 

barriers that youth were indicating.  What they heard other youth 

say was: 

Don’t know what’s available: that it’s hard to know what to do, and 

where to go to get information, and that methods like loud speaker 

announcements at school don’t always reach youth in a way they can hear and understand fully.  They also heard that 

youth felt there is not much outreach through schools that help you know what’s happening in the summer. 

Q4 Have you EVER participated in youth 
programs – like at a park, community 
center, afterschool or during the summer? 

 

 

Percentage 

Yes 57% 

No 43% 

Q5 Are you CURRENTLY participating 
in any kind of youth program? 

 

Percentage 

Yes 39% 

No 61% 

What, if anything are the reasons you don’t 

participate in youth programs? 

Don’t know what’s available 45% 

Transportation 34% 

Cost 28% 

Home responsibilities 28% 

No interests 23% 



Having responsibilities at home: for youth, this can mean anything from parents only wanting to spend money on things 

that benefit the whole family, thinking that spending money on afterschool is extra and not necessary, or even actually 

be a way of indicating a parental lack of trust of programs due to cultural differences or a language barrier (i.e. parents 

don’t want to send youth to programs with leaders who don’t speak the same language- they don’t know what’s 

happening and can’t communicate with the leaders). 

Program Interest: 

 First, the BYC noted the wide spread of interests amongst youth.  

While playing and watching sports outstripped the other options 

for programming, there was a great deal of energy around 

participating in a number of different types of programs.  More 

needs to be done in order to encourage organizations to tailor their 

programs based on the interests of youth – creating more 

programs that are sports, music, employment and outdoor rec 

related, and to eliminate programs that youth don’t like and aren’t 

participating in. 

 

 

Safety 

When asked ‘How safe do you feel in the following situations,’ the majority of youth responded safe or very safe to 

each of the given areas:  (91%) at school (91%) going to and from school (81%) in my neighborhood. 

The Youth Survey also asked youth to write in a response to ‘Where do you see or experience crime or violence in 

Brooklyn Center/Park?’  Rainbow Research did a theme analysis of the responses and found that, of the (345) write in 

responses, (71) indicated school as being the place where they experience or see crime and violence (58) indicated parks 

(51) said they don’t experience crime or violence, and (48) said they experience or see crime and violence in 

neighborhoods or on the street.   

The BYC noticed an interesting seeming contradiction between the write in responses and the rating of safety – that 

youth are most likely to feel safe at school, but also most likely to see or experience crime or violence there as well.  

More research will be done in order to understand how youth define safety, and what it takes in order for them to feel 

safe.  Possible ideas that could explain the numbers are that a feeling of safety may have more to do with familiarity and 

connection to a positive adult who could intervene if necessary than to actual experiences of crime or violence.  So 

although they might see crime and violence at school, there is a stronger chance that it will be dealt with, and that 

adults will intervene. 

Next Steps 

The BYC will be doing further analysis, and will form projects based on the data that address the outlined needs of young 

people.  These projects will involve working more closely with the Teams of the Brooklyn Bridge Alliance for Youth, and 

collaborating around areas of connection in order to expand and further the work. 

 

 

Q7 If these activities existed in 
your community would you 
participate? [Top 5 activities 
that youth indicated “yes”] 
 

Response 

Playing in sports 73% 

Watching sports 56% 

Finding jobs and learning job 

skills 
54% 

Music  
(record, perform, watch) 

50% 

Outdoor recreation activities  
(fishing, camping) 

45% 


