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The Brooklyn Bridge Alliance for Youth is a collective impact organization committed to 
ensuring positive youth development for all youth – by ensuring they have equitable access to high-
quality; well-resourced afterschool and summer programs that help them graduate from high school, find 
pathways to college and career and reduce their experience of violence. Alliance partners believe that 
effective afterschool and summer programs: 
 

 Narrows the achievement and opportunity gap 
 Builds critical 21st century skills needed for a strong workforce 
 Supports Working Families and Prevents Crime 

 
Healthy Youth Require Greater Investments  
Despite the clear benefits for Minnesota, state funding for afterschool and youth development 
organizations have been cut or constrained. Minnesota needs to step up investments to eliminate gaps 
and build the world’s best workforce. 
 

Alliance Policy Platform 
 

Alliance partners in general support the following legislative agendas as they align with positive 
youth development. 
 

At the National level 
 Expand funding for youth employment and 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
 Expand funding for programs that build pathways to college (TRIO) 

 
In Minnesota’s state government - Legislators and the Governor should: 

 Create a new state funding stream of $25 million/year that will provide afterschool programs for 
an additional 25,000 young people by funding competitive grants to afterschool programs. 
These funds will prioritize programs primarily serving youth below 185% of the federal poverty 
line (youth eligible for Free & Reduced Price Lunch). 

 Expand the Governors Children’s Cabinet to include Youth Development expertise and to 
coordinate state offices with the goal of using state resources more effectively for adolescents. 

 Expand funding for K-12 and MNSCU systems to realize the goals of the World’s Best Workforce: 
o Expand k-12 funding for staff to assist youth in college and career readiness. 
o Expand funding to DEED for the MN Youth at Work Competitive Grants. 
o Expand funding for full-service community schools (SF1206/HF1709).  

• Youthprise 
• Association of Metropolitan School Districts 
• Minnesota Community Education Association 

 

• Ignite Minnesota 
• Minnesota Parks and Recreation Association 
• Minnesota State Colleges and Universities 
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Details 

 Create a new funding stream of $25million/year that will provide afterschool and summer programming for 
25,000 young people statewide through competitive grants. Funds will prioritize programs serving youth 185% 
below the poverty. 

o Minnesota has no state public funding accessible to the broad range of afterschool programs. We 
propose a competitive grant process - administered by the Minnesota Department of Education- that 
will restore lost funding, complement existing federal and private investments, and leverage new 
private funds. 

o Close the opportunity gap: Prioritize funding for programs that primarily engage school-age young 
people whose families are at or below 185% of poverty. 

o Fund programs that build 21st century skills, to prepare Minnesota’s young people for success in a 
rapidly-changing world and economy. Focus statewide evaluation efforts on 21st century skill 
outcomes. 

o Allow up to 7% of funds to be used by the Minnesota Department of Education to support a statewide 
quality and continuous program improvement framework which promotes local coordination; and for 
statewide evaluation and administration of grants. 

o Require funds to be distributed so that communities across Minnesota have access to funding, 
regardless of geography or community size. 
 

 Expand the Governors Children’s Cabinet to include Youth Development expertise and to coordinate state offices 
with the goal of using state resources more effectively for adolescents. 
 

o The Children’s Cabinet should deepen its focus and intentionality for adolescent health and well-being. 
o Include DEED, Public Safety, and MNSCU in this cabinet to ensure that children and youth prepared for 

college and career.  
o Intentionally braid together state level funding to support youth. 

 
 Expand funding for K-12 and MNSCU systems to realize the goals of the World’s Best Workforce: 

 
o Expand K-12 funding to ensure students have academic and navigation supports to college and career 

 School districts use a variety of strategies with limited coordination to ensure that youth are on 
a path to college and career; including non-profits groups and semi-qualified staff. 

 Prioritize funding for staff to assist in college and career readiness; allowing districts to use a 
variety of personnel to meet students’ needs (e.g. Dean, Counselor, Social Worker, or Teacher). 
 

o Expand funding to DEED for the MN Youth at Work Competitive Grants 
 Increase funding for the Minnesota Youth Program to $27 million over two years. 
 Recently, Congress dramatically decreased the funding available for youth in federal workforce 

programs; the Minnesota. 
 Youth Program remains a flexible option for providing employment and career advising to 

these students. MYP provides a strong return on investment of close to $5 for every $1 invested 
in terms of income taxes from youth employment and savings from avoiding public assistance. 
 

o Expand funding for full-service community schools 
 Support Education Minnesota’s recommendation for the State to offer funding for school 

districts to hire site coordinators to assets the needs of community and coordinate service 
providers. (SF1206/HF1709)  

 Full service community schools address the roots of the opportunity gap and meet the needs of 
students and their families to ensure academic success. 
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