
UNDERSTANDING THE BROOKLYNS 
 

This report helps to provide a better understanding of the cities of Brooklyn Center and Brooklyn Park, so 
that the necessary services, resources, and systems can be put into place to better serve the community. It 
is particularly important to be aware of the shifting racial and ethnic composition of the Brooklyns.  
 
HISTORY 
Brooklyn Center and Brooklyn Park are suburb cities in Hennepin County, northwest of Minneapolis 
(Figure 1). Settlers from the area around Brooklyn, Michigan came to this area in the mid-1800’s and 
Brooklyn Township was officially organized in 1858, when Minnesota became a state. Fearing that the 
growing city of Minneapolis would annex them, Brooklyn Center established itself as a village in 1911 
and then a city in 1966. Brooklyn Park became a village in 1954 and incorporated as a city in 1969.  
 

Figure 1: Map of Brooklyn Park and Brooklyn Center 

 
Source: Google Maps 

 
DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS 
The Brooklyns have seen a steady increase in population over the last couple of decades. In 2000, the 
cities had a combined population of 96,560 and in 2014 that number grew to 108,128. The US Census and 
American Community Surveys estimate a population growth of almost 1% a year. Over that same time 
span, the racial and ethnic composition has changed as well. In 2000, the Brooklyns were predominantly 
White (70%) with only 30% of the residents being Non-White. In 2010, Brooklyn Center had the 
distinction of becoming the first city in Minnesota to have a Non-White majority population.  
 
That trend continued into 2014, where 46% of the residents were White residents and 54% were Non-
White. When parsing out the general groupings of communities in the Brooklyns, we can estimate the 



largest groups: 15% African American, 15% Asian, 12% African, 8% Hispanic/Latino, and 4% Other. 
Those numbers become even more diverse when considering the youth population under 18 (Figure 2).  
 

Figure 2: Brooklyns Race & Ethnicity for Population Under 18 

 
Source: American Community Survey 

 
IMMIGRATION 
Most of the demographic shift can be attributed to a large influx of immigrants into the Brooklyns from 
the previous decades. The American Community Survey estimates that 43% of youth in the Brooklyns 
have at least one foreign-born parent. Even if youth in these families are born natively in the US as 2nd-
generation immigrants, they still face some of the same barriers to success as if they were foreign-born.  
 
Before 2000, the majority of immigrants to the Brooklyns were refugees from Asia (58%), mostly due to 
the regional conflict in Vietnam. From 2000 to 2009, that shifted to a majority of immigrants being 
refugees from Africa (56%) due to conflicts on the west and east coasts of Africa. That trend continued 
through 2010 with immigration from Africa increasing to 74%. Immigration from Latin America 
increased from 15% before 2000 to 23% the decade after. More recently, it has dropped to 6%. There are 
many languages spoken in the Brooklyns because of the rich diversity in our community.  
 
Most immigrants from Southeast Asia and Africa are refugees, meaning they usually have been forced to 
leave their countries in order to escape war or persecution. They leave behind not only most of their 
material possessions, but their communities as well. This leaves them especially vulnerable to economic 
and cross-cultural stresses.  
 
ECONOMY 
There are many positive trends occurring in the Brooklyns that help incite optimism: the number of jobs 
in the area continues to grow, the crime rate continues to drop, and there are serious investments in 
infrastructure, including the expansion of the light rail through the Northwest suburbs.  However, the 
Brooklyns are also home to economic disparity. An ACP50 (Area of Concentrated Poverty) is an area 
where (a) over 40% of the residents live at or under 185% of the federal poverty level and (b) where more 



than 50% of residents are people of color. Two (2) of the 13 ACP50s in the Twin Cities are located in the 
Brooklyns (Figure 3). Research has shown that living in a low-income neighborhood exposes residents to 
compromised physical and mental health, and generational poverty. Additional supports needed include, 
but are not limited to: champions and mentors, larger efforts to build community trust, providing 
pathways to careers, and other family and student supports. 
 

Figure 3: ACP50 Map 

 
Source: Metropolitan Council 

 
EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT 
The high school graduation rates of the Brooklyns are strong overall. About 86% of high school students 
in the Brooklyns graduate high school, which exceeds the state rate of 82% and the federal rate of 83% 
achieved in the 2014-15 school year. For educational attainment, 13% of Brooklyns residents did not 
finish high school, 25% have a high school diploma or equivalent, 24% started college but did not 
complete, and 38% have a college degree. Data from the MN Department of Education shows that a white 
student in the Class of 2009 was more than twice as likely to graduate from high school, enroll in college, 
and complete college degree in 6 years compared to a non-white student (51% vs. 25%, Figure 4). The 
top 3 post-secondary institutions students in the Brooklyns attended in 2013 were: North Hennepin 
Community College, the University of Minnesota Twin Cities, and the University of Minnesota Mankato. 

 
Unemployment in the Brooklyns is much lower than the national average (3.8% for Brooklyn Center, 
3.2% for Brooklyn Park, and 5.0% for the US) and is slightly higher than the Minnesota state rate (3.0%). 
Again, we see a disproportionate story when considering people of color (Figure 5). Asians in Minnesota 
are 1.5 times more likely to be unemployed than Whites (4.0% vs. 2.6%); Hispanics or Latinos 2.5 times 
more likely (6.3% vs. 2.6%); and African Americans are 3.5 times more likely (9.2% vs. 2.6%). 

 



Figure 4: Brooklyns Students’ Pathways to College (2009) 

 
Source: MN Department of Education 

 
Figure 5: Minnesota Unemployment by Race or Ethnicity 

 
Source: Minnesota DEED 

 
CONCLUSION 
The racial and ethnic composition of Brooklyns residents have changed dramatically over the past several 
decades. There is an increased richness in diversity in our community as well as opportunities to support 
refugee families. Along with overall economic and infrastructure growth, there are areas of racial and 
socio-economic inequity. Finally, remember that a community of people is a complex system with unique 
individuals that cannot be summarized in a tidy set of charts and data points.  
 


