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Congratulations to
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Magazine in 2017.
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It's  Open Enrollment Time AgainIt's  Open Enrollment Time Again

Medicare Open Enrollment is in full swing and
ends December 7, 2017! Each year you have
an opportunity to compare Medicare options
and enroll, change or drop plans. When
thinking about your prescription drugs and the

Medicare Part D Drug Plan that best suits your needs, do not assume your
current Drug Plan will remain the best plan for you in the coming year. The
plans can differ greatly from year to year and from provider to provider.
Just as your medications may change, so do the plans. 

To make a change or to enroll for 2018 go to www.medicare.gov. This
web site has tools to help you compare plans and explore your
options. You can do several things, including: change to a Medicare
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Advantage Plan or change back from a Medicare Advantage plan to
“original Medicare” (a fee for service plan that has two parts, Hospital
Insurance (Part A) and Medical Insurance (Part B), you can join a
Medicare Prescription Drug Plan or switch drug plans, and make other
changes. 

More on Drug Plans and Medicare Options

Remember you are not limited to Medicare Part D Drug Plans. You may
also obtain drug coverage through Medicare Advantage Plans (Part C)
(like an HMO or PPO) or another Medicare health plan that offers
Medicare prescription drug coverage. You get all of your Medicare Part
A (Hospital Insurance) and Medicare Part B (Medical Insurance)
coverage, and prescription drug coverage (Part D), through these plans.
You must have Part A and Part B to join a Medicare Advantage Plan.

A word of warningA word of warning: If your Medicare Advantage Plan (Part C) includes
prescription drug coverage and you join a Medicare Prescription Drug
Plan (Part D), you will be unenrolled from your Medicare Advantage Plan
and you will return to Original Medicare.

Disaster Planning and Preparation – Irma, Jose, Maria

– Will You be Ready for the Next Hurricane?

Hurricane Season does not officially end until
November 30. With more than a month left, the
pictures of devastation from Texas to Florida to
Puerto Rico are still fresh in everyone’s mind, as
the residents face months, if not years, of clean-up.

The U.S. Administration on Aging (AoA) says that, “although the exact
nature of the emergency cannot be predicted, there are preparations
that apply to almost any kind of disaster.” AoA suggests that older adults
and their families take steps to prepare including:

1) develop a family communication plan so that the whereabouts and
well-being of every family member is reported to a key person(s) during
a disaster;

2) plan how to keep informed of developments in the disaster situation
by telephone, cell phone, computer, radio, television, or newspaper;

3) If necessary, identify a meeting place away from home that is
reasonably familiar and convenient for all family members;

4) maintain a supply of personal, health, and home supplies, including a
two-week supply of prescription medications, enough ready-to-eat food



and water to last three days, first-aid supplies, candles and matches or
flashlights, a waterproof container for essential documents, and items
needed by older adults and persons with disabilities; and

5) prepare a to-go kit that is ready in case of quick departure and
includes a flashlight, extra batteries, a battery-operated radio, a first-aid
kit, contact lenses or eye glasses, medications, copies of prescriptions,
photo identification, copies of essential documents (birth certificate,
marriage certificate, Social Security card, and Medicare, Medicaid and
other insurance cards), and a small amount of cash. When deciding how
much cash to have on hand, remember that in the event of a truly
devastating storm, it may not be easy to get cash from ATMs.

In addition, while things are relatively quiet, now is the time to review your
documents and assets. Make sure your insurance coverage limit would
be enough to cover replacement costs if your home or personal
property is severely damaged. Also, review your life and disability
coverage. 

Make a list of your important financial information, such as bank
accounts, titles, mortgages and deeds, as well as any home equity loans,
tax records and investments. Inventory physical assets in writing, or by
taking photos, but don’t forget to update it periodically!

Make sure your important documents, such as Wills, Trusts, Powers of
Attorney, Advanced Medical Directives, etc., are safely stored in an
accessible location. If using a safe deposit box, make sure the key is
accessible and that the laws of your jurisdiction permit access by a non-
owner. Alternatively, keep copies of important documents with a trusted
family member who lives out of the area. 

It is a good idea to keep in reserve 3-6 months' worth of living expenses
in a money market or savings account because you may not receive
insurance money immediately.

Article Reprint Authorization

We invite you to reprint our articles to bring helpful information to your
readers, with the following guidelines:

The content is to be printed in its entirety;
Additions, deletions or changes in the test, title or illustrations may
not be made;
Credit is given to Needham Mitnick & Pollack PLC as the original
source.

Example:Example:

Source: Reprinted from the Needham Mitnick & Pollack Source: Reprinted from the Needham Mitnick & Pollack P L C  P L C  FallFall



2017 News letter (www.nmpattorneys .com).2017 News letter (www.nmpattorneys .com).

400 S. Maple Avenue, Suite 210,
Falls Church, VA 22046

(703) 536-7778

info@nmpattorneys.com

Website | Practice Areas | News

This newsletter is not intended to provide legal advice or to be a substitute for legal advice. Anyone

with specific legal questions should consult a legal advisor of their own choosing.  

IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: To ensure compliance with applicable requirements, please remember

that any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this communication (including the attachments) is not

intended or written to be used, for the purpose of (a) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue

Code or (b) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or tax-related

matter[s] . 

Copyright 2017 Needham Mitnick & Pollack PLC. All Rights Reserved.

Visit our website

mailto:info@nmpattorneys.com
https://www.nmpattorneys.com/
https://www.nmpattorneys.com/practice-areas
https://www.nmpattorneys.com/news-announcements

