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The Sea Tow Foundation has received grant funding from the Sport Fish Restoration & 
Boating Trust Fund, administered by the U.S. Coast Guard, to develop a nationwide Life 
Jacket Drive campaign to encourage people to donate new and gently used life jackets that 
can be repurposed in life jacket loaner stands around the country. The following guide will 
help your local organization or boating agency to utilize the life jacket drive program in your 
local area. 



Goal of the Life Jacket Drive: To collect new or gently used life jackets that can be used with a 

life jacket loaner program. 

Why Host a Life Jacket Drive: Buying new life jackets is expensive and using donated life jackets 

allows them to continue their usefulness after the owner has finished with them. These life 

jackets can replenish or replace life jackets on your life jacket loaner stands or you can use 

them to add new stands to your local area. 

Where to Host a Life Jacket Drive: You can really do this anywhere in your local community. 

You can do it at your office, at a marina store, at a boat ramp, on a fuel dock, at a public library, 

at a fire department, at a waterfront restaurant, or anywhere else that could be easily 

promoted and visited. (see HOW TO APPROACH LOCATIONS) 

How to Host a Life Jacket Drive: You can host the life jacket drive in conjunction with another 

event that is already planned or you can host a life jacket drive as a stand-alone event. The life 

jacket drive can take place on a single day, over a week, a month or even the entire boating 

season. Planning information and logistics for hosting an event are included. (see EVENT 

GUIDELINES). 

 What Should Life Jackets Be Collected In: The donation bin* can be made of a variety of 
materials and can be different sizes. Some examples are listed below. 

 Plastic storage box 

 Deck storage box 

 Cardboard box wrapped with paper 

 Trash can wrapped with paper 
* Whatever you use, make sure that signage can be secured to the top and/or sides. (see 

SIGNAGE) 

What You Need to Know About Used Life Jackets: If you get a donation of a used life jacket, 

the U.S. Coast Guard requires that any life jackets be in “serviceable condition” which means: 

1. All zippers, buckles, straps and other fasteners are intact and work properly.  

2. There are no rips, tears or mold on the life jacket. 

3. The life jacket flotation foam is not damaged and the life jacket will float if placed in 

water. 

4. The USCG approval label is on the life jacket and is legible and clear. 

DISCARD any life jackets that are not in “serviceable condition” 

Once you have determined that a life jacket is suitable for use, you can write on the life jacket 

with a permanent marker and attach a whistle and card to the life jacket noting that it is a Sea 

Tow Foundation Loaner Life Jacket. 



Donation of New Life Jackets: You can also approach a marine store or other retail location 

that sells life jackets and inquire if they would like to donate any new life jackets to the Sea Tow 

Foundation. 

HOW TO APPROACH LOCATIONS ABOUT HOSTING A LIFE JACKET DRIVE DONATION BIN 

1. Start with the partners that you already know and do business with. 

 Marinas 

 Restaurants 

 Fuel Docks 

 Repair Facilities 

 Other Non-Profit Organizations 

 Parks 

 

2. Set up a life jacket donation bin with attached signage and take it to the location. Ask if 

they would be willing to have the bin placed in or near their location to collect used life 

jackets to benefit the Sea Tow Foundation’s Life Jacket Loaner Program throughout the 

boating season. Tell them about your life jacket loaner stands and where they are 

located. 

 

3. Explain how often you plan to check on the donation box and how long you plan to keep 

the box at that location. Provide your contact information to them so that they can call 

you if the box is full in between your visits. 

EVENT GUIDELINES 

1. Decide if you want to host the Life Jacket Drive in Conjunction with another event such 
as: 

 National Safe Boating Week 

 Fishing Derby 

 National Marina Day 

 Water Clean-up 

 Safety Fair 

 Boat Show 

 Boating Safety Class 
 

2. Decide when and where you will host the event.  
 

3. Contact The Sea Tow Foundation 888-276-7691 or info@boatingsafety.com to let us know 
that you are planning the event. We’ll begin working on your press release (see PRESS 
RELEASE TEMPLATE) and the signage (see SIGNAGE). 



 
3-4 Months Before Event: 

 Secure a location (marina, yacht club, restaurant, school, etc.) 

 Start and end time 

 Event partner(s) and sponsor(s) 

 Set budget 
 

2 Months Before Event: 

 Recruit help for day of event 

 Request signage from Sea Tow Foundation 

 Reserve tables and chairs for event as well as any portable toilets (if needed) 

 Request help from Sea Tow Foundation with press release 
 
1 Month Before Event – Promotion Time 

 Put out a press release to local media (see PRESS RELEASE TEMPLATE) 

 Send out invitations to local media, local USCG AUX and USPS, politicians, community 
groups, etc. 

 
2 Weeks Before Event: 

 Begin Social Media push (see SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS) to let people know about event 

 Make sure life jacket donation bins are ready to go  
 
1 Week Before Event: 

 Arrange materials that have come in for the event 

 Double check that people can still help during the event and give them assignments 

 Follow-up with invitations 

 Order food and pick-up cases of bottled water, soda 

 Continue Social Media posts 
 

Day Before or Morning of the Event: 

 Pick up tables and chairs 

 Set up food and drinks  

 Greet people arriving to help and point them to assigned job 

 Place life jacket donation bins in visible location 
 
During the event:  

 Make sure that you have lots of signage, brochures and hand-outs available. 

 Provide food and water (if necessary) as well 

 Take lots of pictures and also take notes of what is working well and what can be 
improved for the future.  

 Take a head count of the number of people in attendance.  

 Keep it fun and people will want to come back again next year  
 



After the event:  

 Clean up 

 Send thank-you notes to groups, politicians, media or others that attended. 

 Provide photos and a report detailing what you did and how it worked out to the Sea 
Tow Foundation 

 Provide the Sea Tow Foundation with copies or links to articles that event was featured 
in 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS 

1. Come out to [LOCATION] on [DATE] to donate your new or gently used life jackets to the 

Sea Tow Foundation’s Life Jacket Drive and help keep other boaters safe on the water. 

 

2. Have your kids outgrown their life jackets? Before you discard them, consider donating 

them to the Sea Tow Foundation Life Jacket Drive at [LOCATION] on [DATE]. 

 

3. Did your boat come with extra life jackets that you aren’t planning to use? If so, bring 

them to [LOCATION] on [DATE] and donate them to the Sea Tow Foundation’s Life 

Jacket Drive. 

 

4. Want a chance to win a [PRIZE]? Simply bring a new or gently used life jacket to 

[LOCATION] on [DATE] for the Sea Tow Foundation’s Life Jacket Drive and you’ll be 

entered to win. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRESS RELEASE TEMPLATE  

 

Media Advisory 

[ORGANIZATION NAME] to Hold a Life Jacket Drive on [DATE] 

Collecting New and Gently Used Life Jackets for Life Jacket Loaner Stands 

[LOCATION, DATE]– [ORGANIZATION NAME] will hold a Life Jacket Drive on [DATE and 

TIME] at [LOCATION] 

 

The purpose of the Life Jacket Drive is to collect donations from 

the public and local businesses of new and slightly used life 

jackets, which will be put into service on area Life Jacket 

Loaner stands. All used life jackets donated must be in 

serviceable condition with no rips, tears, broken buckles or 

missing straps. 

 [ORGANIZATION NAME] maintains [NUMBER] Life Jacket 

Loaner Stands at [LOCATIONS OF STANDS]. These stands are 

stocked with life jackets in a range of sizes that are available 

for boaters to borrow free of charge for a day on the water 

when they do not have enough for all their passengers, or need 

a different size.  

Sea Tow Foundation Board member, Kristen Frohnhoefer said: “This Life Jacket Drive will allow 

the Sea Tow Foundation and other organizations and boating agencies to utilize donated life 

jackets from the community in a way that can extend the life of our Life Jacket Loaner Program, 

by providing a use for life jackets that have been outgrown or are no longer needed.” 

Since 2008, the non-profit Sea Tow Foundation, through its Life Jacket Loaner Stand Program, 

has made available more than 40,000 life jackets nationwide to boaters who need them for a 

day on the water. The majority of the Loaner Stand life jackets are purchased through a series 

of grants from the Sport Fish Restoration & Boating Trust Fund, as administered by the U.S. 

Coast Guard. However, the program does receive additional life jackets from generous 

individual and corporate donors.  



Frohnhoefer encourages boaters to donate outgrown, unwanted life jackets to the Life Jacket 

Drive at [LOCATION]. They also can donate new life jackets purchased from one of the many 

marine or retail stores or online. “Protect a life. Donate a vest,” he added. 

 [ORGANIZATION NAME]’s [NAME] said: “Now is your chance to donate back to the community. 

Together, we can make sure that everyone has a life jacket to wear while on the waters at 

[LOCATION].” 

About the Sea Tow Foundation 

With a focus on safe boating practices that result in fun on the water, the Sea Tow Foundation 

– a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization – was established in 2007 by Sea Tow Founder Capt. Joe 

Frohnhoefer. After his passing in 2015, Captain Joe’s legacy continues as the Foundation brings 

attention to the number of preventable boating-related accidents, injuries, and deaths, and 

directly addresses prevention methods through education and awareness. More than 350 life 

jacket loaner stands are now available across the United States and the Foundation’s Designate 

a Sober Skipper program continues to grow. For more information, please visit 

BoatingSafety.com. 

About Sea Tow 

Founded in 1983, Sea Tow Services International Inc. is the largest on-water assistance fleet 

for boaters consisting of nearly 100 franchise locations across the United States with additional 

locations in Europe, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. Headquartered in Southold, NY, 

Capt. Joe Frohnhoefer established the family-owned company to provide non-emergency 

assistance to boaters on the water after the U.S Coast Guard stopped servicing non-emergency 

calls. Known for their “distinctive yellow boats”, Sea Tow’s network of dedicated US Coast 

Guard licensed captains, crew, and support staff, are standing by 24/7 to serve its members 

and other boaters in need. Sea Tow also responds to emergency events, natural disasters, 

environmental response and oil spill cleanup. For more information, please visit seatow.com. 

About [ORGANIZATION] 

 

Media Contacts 

Frazier Fulton            
Commonwealth Public Relations 
(804) 510-0039 
frazier@commonwealth-pr.com 
 

[LOCAL CONTACT] 

  

http://www.boatingsafety.com/
http://www.seatow.com/
mailto:frazier@commonwealth-pr.com
file:///C:/Users/gkulp/Documents/Sea%20Tow%20Foundation/Life%20Jacket%20Drive/Sea%20Tow%20Smith%20Mountain%20Lake%20to%20Hold%20Life%20Jacket%20Drive%20July%2019th_TCPR%20REVISED%20FINAL.docx


Sea Tow Foundation’s Life Jacket Drive Program 

WHY? 

The Sea Tow Foundation Life Jacket Drive’s purpose 

is to collect new and gently used life jackets from 

the public to be repurposed in the life jacket loaner 

programs.  Life jackets are expensive and grant 

funding is not guaranteed year over year – the Life 

Jacket Drive is one way to helps ensure our Life 

Jacket Stand hosts will be able to keep their 

programs running throughout the season. This Drive 

helps us to work towards our goal of limiting the 

number of drowning victims we see year over year.  

 

HOW TO GET STARTED  

Contact the Sea Tow Foundation info@boatingsafety.com. We will 

provide you with the marketing and public relations materials to make 

your program SHINE!  

Pick a timeframe and location to host the Life Jacket Drive and provide 

the hosts with a container to collect the jackets along with signage that 

explains the program. Again, we will provide you with the material that you 

simply need to just have printed.  

Send a press release to your local media after you’ve collected your 

jackets to celebrate your success! {As part of your event launch, we will 

provide you with press release templates to send out to your local media as 

well to create a buzz!}  

 

 

 

  

 

Attach a bright yellow safety whistle to each 

donated life jacket! 

mailto:info@boatingsafety.com


SIGNAGE EXAMPLE (To request a copy for your Organization, contact the Sea Tow Foundation) 

 

 

 

 

 



Life Jacket Drive Checklist 

1. Check the label inside the life jacket to make sure it is U.S. Coast Guard approved. The 

label should be readable and clear. 

2. All zippers, buckles, straps and other fasteners are intact and work properly. Tug on the 

buckles and straps to make sure they don’t break. 

3. There are no rips, tears or mold on the life jacket. 

4. The life jacket flotation foam does not appear to be damaged and the life jacket will 

float if placed in water. 

5. For inflatable life jackets, the air bladder should be able to be inflated and stay inflated 

with no rips or tears to the material. Hold an inflated life jacket underwater and check 

for air bubbles that indicate holes in the life jacket. 

 

If all of the above items are satisfied, the life jacket is considered to be in “serviceable condition” by the 

U.S. Coast Guard and can re-used in the Life Jacket Drive Program. 

If even one of these items is not meant, DISCARD the life jacket and make sure it is not used by 

anyone. 

 


