
Wood burners becoming Eco-friendly

What does EcoDesign mean?
If you have been looking at getting a wood burning stove this year, then you may have 
heard the term ‘EcoDesign ready’ being used as well as a lot of media coverage on the 
environmental impact of wood burning stoves. These issues, however, have raised quite a 
few questions. What does EcoDesign actually mean? Do you need an EcoDesign wood 
burning stove and why should you consider buying one?

Well, here at Martin Melville Plumbing and Heating, we thought we’d guide you through 
everything you need to know about EcoDesign wood burning stoves, their benefits and the 
implications for stoves of the future.

The Government and EcoDesign
With recent Government legislation aimed at improving air quality and creating a 
benchmark of environmental standards for wood burning stoves, it is important to know 
what is changing.

The Government have already made some moves towards making Britain’s air cleaner, 
including talks about clean air zones and introducing a ban on the sale of wood burning 
stoves that don’t meet environmental standards. Furthermore, a specific certification has 
recently been introduced for wood burning stoves, denoting whether they are eco-friendly 
or not.

These stoves have been checked by DEFRA (Department of Environment, Farming and 
Rural Affairs) and awarded an ‘EcoDesign’ certificate. This means they produce less 
smoke and particle emissions than other wood burning stoves. Part of a European wide 
programme to lower harmful emissions in the atmosphere, the Government aims to make 
nearly all wood burning stoves DEFRA approved by 2022.

In the case of smoke control zones, which are currently being talked about by the 
Government and local authorities, such as Sadihiq Khan’s proposals for London’s pollution 
problem, having an EcoDeign wood burning stove may not only be beneficial but soon 
necessary.

EcoDesign Wood Burning Stoves
Wood burning stoves that have met the regulations set down by DEFRA differ from 
conventional stoves in a number of ways. Firstly, EcoDesign wood burning stoves are 
designed to allow as much air to the fire as possible, ensuring the fire is not ‘starved’ and, 
hence, smoky. According to the independent researchers SIA, EcoDesign stoves can 
reduce particle emissions by up to 90% when compared to an open fire and 80% when 
compared to a traditional stove.

Not only does this design reduce the amount of smoke and harmful particle pollution 
emitted by the fire, but it also increases its burning efficiency (over 70%) of the fire creating 
more heat with less fuel, creating less emissions and saving fuel in the process.
Some of the logos you should look for when purchasing your wood burning stove.

https://www.glowing-embers.co.uk/blog/are-wood-burning-stoves-eco-friendly/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
https://www.gov.uk/smoke-control-area-rules



