CIRCUIT
IMPRESSIONS

Two Tigas and a
Ralt:

a menagerie at
home on Goodwood

LIFE is unfair. At short notce the amiable Tim
Schenken, now a respectable retired racing
driver, rang up and invited us to join a test day
devoted to the Tiga products produced by the
concern Schenken runs with another forme:
racer, Howden Ganley, As an aside he mennoned
that the Ralt RT3-Taoyota that Tiga ran for [1alian
Daniele Alberun in the British series would also
be present. As a mud-season switch 1o the RT3
from a f\'sun.‘h' chassis pave Sweden's Stefan
Johansson the presugious Vandervell-backed
Briush ntle this year, we thought 1t would be
worth drniving. Partucularly as we have
experienced Renault and Triumph Dolomite
power in Formula 3 chassis, but never, unul this
offer, the most successful units, These are
prepared by the Pedrazzami brothers® [rahan
Novamotor company on a 1.6 litre Tovota 1twin
cam base.

Unfairly the Ralt stole the show in our
memories, but first a hittle more about the host's
products that were on hand.

From the embvro ranks of Formula Ford there
was Tim Lee Davey’s Tiga (pronounced nger
according 1o Schenken). A 1979 car driven with
great success by James Weaver in that season. 1
had been updated to this vear's specihcation and
used with great vigour to contest the 1980 Dunlop
Star of Tomorrow Championship, and attract the
BBC's attenuon tor a programme n the Esther
Rantzen series.

10 be tair to the myriad makers of FF cars in
this country, we don't test individual examples as
there’s always a new top chassis ‘round the
corner’. The company’s best wav ol achieving
sales 1s by consistent success m the countless
Championship rounds held all over the country
From Tiga's viewpoint 1t was interesting to hear
that, even when James Weaver very nearly won
the most presugious series in FF — Townsend
Thoresen — Tiga sull did nor sell many cars n
the UK category. You have to win and fill in some
of the supporung front places before the FF
fashion will swing your way

As a general progress note — 1t's been seven
yvears since the writer has driven one of the
tubular-frame 1600 Fords — 1t 1s worth saving
that a competiuive car like the Tiga feels a lot more
rigid in construction than the front-runners used
to feel. According to ex-Unipart F3 and F1 driver
Tiff Needell — an expert on the category in the
seventies — this dates back 1o the Crossle 25F ot
1974, which had a much stronger spaceframe than
had previously been thought necessary. Items like
square tube, more frequent use of bracing in the
engine bay, and rollover hoop areas account for
much of this improvement in feel and lap umes
over the vears.

Naturally the price has caught up with the
mes too. When Schenken made his name in
British FE of the late sixties "a complete car cos
about £1.000: now vou're luckv to get a new
engine for that!” The Tiga FF will cost £5,250 as
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THE TIGA FF driven 1 1979 by Tames Weaver,

a rolling chassis in 1981 and will probably
continue 1o sell better overseas (particularly the
USA) than 1t does in Britam.

Though rather overshadowed by the rows over
Formula | and the rather contusing 1982 onward
imternational Group C regulations, sports car
racing at grass roots level has revived considerably
in Britain in recent seasons.

The cause 1s a tormula enuded Sports 2000
which began in the 1977 seasons, In both 1977
and 1978, Lolas with the broad, upturned boat,
body style of the old 2-htre-FVC design (the T490
and 1492 when equipped with a 2-hitre Cortina
motor and complving with Sports 2000
regulations)  domunated the championship.
Toward the end of 1978 former F3, FF and
FEF2000 Champon lan Tavlor borrowed a car and
won a Sports 2000 race easily,

Since then neither he nor Tiga have had to look
at the back end ot Lolas anymore, lavior winning
the 1979 and 1980 Champonships, Tigas
hnishing hirst, second and third in the 1980 series
Runner-up was the talented James Weaver in the
company's SC7Y simular design of 1979, Lack of
hnance forcing Weaver mto this category rather
than F3

The Tmiga we med, Tavier’'s SCRO
Championship  car  backed by  Queensgate
Securities, demonstrated the Kind of 135 m.p.h
machine that results trom regulanons designed to
provide a taste ol sports car racing at an affordable
cost. There 1s a simple monocoque chassis with
tubular trame tor the drv-sumped Sam Nelson
version of the Coruna engine vieldimg around 130
b.hup. and capable of 7,000 r.p.m. rehably
Further rearwards i1s a four speed Hewland
gearbox, without hmited shp differential, in the
transaxle.

Naturally there are tour wheel dis¢ brakes: the
type are not restricred, but with only 480 kg 1,058
Ibs to stop, these do not have to be massive
Maximum wheel width (Compomotive alloy on
‘ours’ ) will be 8 1in rear and 6 1 front, with sheks
and wets as specihed by regulatuons and supphed
by Dunlop: a sitencer 1s also mandatory. these
days, just as it s on the majority of 1981 Brinsh
racing  formulac. A straghttorward wishbone
suspension lavout 15 used with steel-cased shock
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but since updated and run by Tim Lee Davey

absorbers within coil springs.

We were allowed a lew laps in the rain while on
slick tvres: 1t probably says all there i1s to say
about the Tiga SC80-Nelson that the experience
caused no worries at all. The chassis 15 so easy 10
balance, via the 11 in. diameter leather-rimmed
steering wheel, that any front or rear wheel shde
can be caught as 1t develops, not reacted to in
panic that an accident may occur.

This was a stark contrast to the Tiga [ drove in
1978 in samlar greasy conditons, That rwitched
all over the place and was a general handiul
compared to the rival Lola of the period assessed
at the same nme and track.

[ asked how they had managed o improve the
car. We received a reply 1o the eftect that 1t was
the result of having more competitive drivers
feeding back better information. rather than 4
drastic loss of weight, though some aerodynamic
changes to help straighthine speed were described.
Now they have got it night there seems to be little
complacency. Sales manager lan Tavlor told us of
a number ol 1981 modifications adding, “our car
will cost £8,750 1n 1981, | would allow £1,600 tor
an engine and between £400 and £600 a race s @
realistic running cost.” Against that [ have seen 4n
unsubstantiated claim for a novice completing 15
Sports 2000 races for £2,500 using a Lola worth
comfortably under £5,000 complete, but nobody
could pretend rhat was for a regular front runner.

Memories of 20002 As ever, 4 competitive car in
this category 1s perhaps one ol the easiest types 10
drive quickly on early acquamtance. Ethcient
brakes. handling and a comfortable cockpit allow
the newcomer to gain confidence quickly . This
SC80 reached 6,800 r.p.m. on what pass 10f
straights at Goodwood very rapidly, displaying
notably good acceleration i the gears once S50
r.p.m. had been attained. At the top end the car
was laster than | remember those ol two seasons
or so ago, and even more fun

That's the point of this formula. You can
compete aganst some really good men and
possibly clamber mto more advanced sports cars
as a result (there are four long races with a £1,000
prize fund apiece in the UK this year), or just
enjoy some of the overseas rounds. [They have

Zolder, H;Hl. Zandvoor! and  some  othef
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Sports 2000 Championship.

interesting forays planned in a separate European
series, according to Tavior, Potenually vou could
do 12 Briush events and five European ones.
Incidentally, it 1s a sign of the emergence of
Sports 2000 as a worthwhile category, that March
are now offering a £9,250 design for the category.
[ saved the best 'til last, by which time it was
rarung properly and Schenken's concern was
reflected by fitment of a proper set of wets to the
£12,500 Ralt. The covers were the compulsory
Goodyear G54s (likelv 1o stay in use despite the
company's withdrawal) on magnesium cast 8 1n.
ironts and 10 m. rear wheels.
squeezed into the high-sided monocoque., | was
immediately reminded that this was a different
class of car, a proper international racer that
makes demands of its driver and will prepare the
sufficiently talented for Formula 1. Cocooned by
the monocoque’s clasp, plus that of six-point
salety beits, and vestigial glassfibre seat, | gazed
h.imuh‘ at the contents of the matt black meral
tascra. A 12,000 r.p.m. tachometer — only half of
Ihr-?«.f.-: r.p.m. needed on these strangled 165 b.h.p.
:';IH'L*?% — 15 flanked by the traditional combined
minor Smuths dials for o1l and fuel pressure, water
idﬂd}.nl emperature. Below, a simple sub-panel
carried -'ht: SWI1IL h;,_'.\ and Knobs (hLH operale
‘Biton, the safety red rear light and fuel pump.
'he view ahead is a little limited by the high.
delicate screen, bur 1 can see the rocker drm
inboard suspension and the aerodynamically fared
drms 10 that suspension. The Ralt was built to
comply 1"""_”’ the 1980 ban on skirts for outside F1
tformulae. Thus the suspension 1s placed out of the
b stream wherever possible, and where it is not.
stréamlining is inevitahle. At the back the coil
iprmm :u.fu.] Bilstein dampers (Koni optonal) are.
mounted entirely in umt with the gearbox 1o give
L_lr;n? ar flow from venturi,” in the words 0f
:(;l::nl':‘i::;i‘;:';E‘“f-li_*-'ti- .L!ﬁ" r'1(1r5:~11 ‘1 never did
59 Eecameci dlr:j [uﬂfh '-ulh:‘.h-HIHIIHL‘IL‘I*. despite
u‘u.kl‘kl[-;ld;l}‘artuhlr [ ul”h e o 8
was included on th i{:\l ;“i'::: ”11:‘1?.1“1 m“- _l!:-u'
mighe be & 1-1\_1---.,: att 1981 specilication., Thiy
| 4 1 inning teature. It the dnver
could stavy on the track
and slacken off the bar.
maniacs

In worsening conditions

and tend off the homicidal

around him in the spray!
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ANOTHER TIGA — this ime the SC80 car which Lan Tavilor campaigned so successfully last vear to wm the

ratios in a conventional H like that of a normal
roadgoing lour speed gearbox. At Goodwood firs
¢an be forgotten after the exhilarating sprint away
from the pits, Moving away from those
corrugated Goodwood monuments to the fifties,
often looselv referred 1o as pus, mvolved all the
actions of a proper formula car. No air starter, but
a prompt response when the cockpit knob was
pushed. Waitch the mechamcal fhickering ol the
rev-counter: pull the gear lever back into first,
assisted by the mechanics pushing the rear wheels
round to ard selecnion at a standsull. A shghi
grating and first goes home, the clutch hrted 1o
engage dnve only with more than 3000 r.p.m.
recorded, otherwise “'the wick goes out™, 1n
Weaver's advisory words. James drove the car at
the televised last meeung of 1980 at Thruxton and
managed a sixth with 1t at Thruxton (Albertin’s
best result was a third at Silverstone ), so | ook
particular note when Weaver said “the Ralt gives
me confidence straght awav. [t's partucularly
good on faster corners, especially that quick flat
right here. Madgwick. On slower corners | found
it hard 1o get to grips with, but it sull does a good
b and makes vou feel at home trom word go”

| did seven laps i oincreasing ramfall and
enjoved every one at a faster (though still modest
Pace, It 1s tlllpumihh' or a newoomer o
over-emphasise the teeling of immense security
that thas stftlyv. constructed and narrow (for
maxmum ground ctiect) monocogue provides,
You are worried by nothing. save doing the ob of
getting round the track a bat faster, in my case. or
out-thinking the opposition 1 the ciase ol a
l..l'l'fﬂr'l.'“.”"b'lf driver. For no ;.{Hlﬂi reason | recalled
the late Peter Revson s remark abour his Shadow
(! car bemg as nice as a Packard compared to ity
predecessor. In engime and chassis this Ralt teh
how a Lotus built to Mercedes standards would 1N
road terms.

[ was surprised by the outnight speed. The
£4.500 Tovorta engimme «hid not rev hke that ot a
Renaulr, but changing at 3800 r.p.m. brought one
very swittly to an estimated 138 mop.h, as
headed to the St Mary's S, and on the Lavant
straight. Mv brain told me that the Tovoua
provided a much more uscable stream of rorque
than would be tound in the nival engines. The
motor actually pulls guite well berween 4000 and
800 r.p.m.. but s manly confined o the
S200-5800 r.p.m. band m compention. My hean
told me that sittng i thas single seater with s
decisive brakes, lesurely breakawav, and superb
steering was a rremendous prvilege. It was hard

to stop grinning, though the knowledge that this
(s 4 serious racing car for drivers a decade or more
junior soon wiped some of the smile from my face.

A very good car, but for the sake of host Tim
Schenken 1 hope the F3 Tiga his company were
constructing in Reading as | tested this Ralt
substitute 1s a better chassis! Tim was typically
cautious about that project, but | gather 1t 1s
detmnely on, and will yoin the hst of categones
Tiga will contest — which now extend o Can Am
in the USA with a distuncuve "Tri-hull” machime
announced late 1in 1980,

Founded in 1976 and nearly abandoned in that
vear too, after the mevitable disappomtments and
back-breaking work schedule of founding a small
racing car concern Tiga moved to their present
Caversham premises in the Reading suburbs in
1977. That 5000 sq. ft. was inhabited by
Fittipaldi racing team at onc tme, but their
il-fortune did not transfer itself 1o Schenken and
Cranley. Now up to 35 statf and looking tor new
premises, Tiga look to be solidly founded on their
sports car success m Britain and more diverse
success overseas. ragically thev also showed real
pace 1 Formula 2 with the promising Hans
Berger. but he was killed by a crash-tence
catchpole at Zandvoort in 1980 and the team had
not built another F2 at press ume.

Ralt are more hrmly wedded to small
production runs i Formula 3, Atlantuc and Super
Vee. James Ogier at the Wevbndge-based
concern’'s former Brabham premises, where
{ormer Brabham designer Ron Tauranac 15 sull
firmly in charge of Ralt design, reported to
MOTOR SPORT that  the works are.
“choc-a-block. Atter March helped us win the
British F3 championship and a second win 1n the
European Vee Championship — plus the strong
market in F/Atlantic at present — we expect to
have made 35 cars in 1980. Now we ask I3
customers to wart until April or May 1981 1f they
want one of our cars’.

Ralt do not plan to make more than 4350 cars a
vear. There are also two very strong Bntish
mterests i thewr plans for 1981 the man who
swept all betore him in FE2000, Richard rotr,
will be trving for more mternational recogmtion
i a Ralt RT3, Then two more Brinsh drivers -
(reoff Lees as a defimte selection and Nigel
Mansell as unconhirmed team-mate will be
ficlding the techmcally  nteresting  RH6
Ralt-Honda V6 1in Formula 2

Nice o0 see that a section of Briush hght
engineering 1s flourishing, even of 1t s all run by
colomals! — J.W.
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T'HE RALT RT3-Tovota that Tiwga ran for Damele
Alberun last vear, and which pave J.W. an
empovable (1f damp) seven laps of Goodtvood.
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