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Mission Statement: 
The mission of the Nantucket Maria 

Mitchell Association is to promote 

the legacy of Maria Mitchell and 

exploration, education, and 

enjoyment of Nantucket’s land, 

waters, and skies beyond.  In 

fulfilling our mission, we recognize 

the historic persona of Maria 

Mitchell, the foremost American 

woman scientist and educator of the 

19th century, and her potential impact 

on contemporary thought by passing on 

her legacy of intellectual curiosity, respect for 

and love of nature, learning by doing, and the ideal of individualism. 

Our Mission

Maria Mitchell

“We especially need imagination in science,”
Maria Mitchell
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It’s been said that in order to improve and move 
forward, there must be change. Change is the 
engine that drives growth.

With all the change that occurred in 2014 at 
the Maria Mitchell Association, we are surely 
moving toward a bright new future.  With help 
from a grant from Mass Cultural Facilities, we 
took a critical look at our plans for a new Science 
Center on Washington Street.  After revisiting our 
plans, we opted to pause the capital campaign for 

that facility in favor of building an infrastructure that would support and augment 
that plan when it restarts in about three years.  

The first thing we did was to revisit our Strategic Plan.  That plan called for the 
strengthening of the Development and Marketing functions at MMA, as well 
improving the infrastructure needed for staff to be successful.  The plan looked 
at our existing campus and made recommendations to improve and better utilize 
our resources.  

Changes also occurred among staff.  This year marked the departure Executive 
Director, Janet Schulte, Ph.D., after over 8  years in the position. Her departure 
set off a nation-wide search to find a replacement.  As of the date of this printing, 
David Gagnon has been hired as our new Executive Director. In the meantime, 
George Donnelly joined the staff at the new Director of Development and 
Communications. His goal is to gear up the Development Department to meet
 the immediate needs of the organization, but also with an eye to revive the 
campaign for the Nantucket Science Center.  

We are building a new Maria Mitchell Association from the ground up, honoring 
our tradition, but with an eye towards the future. The Maria Mitchell Association 
is 112 years old and our work is just beginning.

President’s Report

John Daniels
Board President
Acting Executive Director



Toni McKerrow
Student, Volunteer, 

Board Member (1994 to Present)

I took my first class at the Maria Mitchell Association 
when I was a child in the mid 1950’s. I loved collecting 
butterflies and insects with nets:  learning how to identify and preserve 
them and mounting them in preservation cases. We also went out on foot, 
or on bicycles in the neighborhood to collect different wildflower species, 
which we also identified, and mounted in books to dry. I still have that book!  
Later, as a teenager, I worked for two summers as an assistant in the Library.  

The Maria Mitchell Association has always been an important part of my 
family’s life.  My father was Board President in the 1970’s, and I followed in 
his footsteps from 2007-2010.  I’ve had the pleasure of watching my children 
and grandchildren participate in the Discovery Classes. Now, each summer, 
when they return, they visit the Aquarium and the Natural Science Museum 
to see what’s new. 

As citizen scientists, we’ve helped with the horseshoe crab count, scallop 
research, tended our active barn owl box, and never tired of stargazing and 
watching for the seasonal wildflowers to appear.  

From our knowledge gained through the Maria Mitchell Association, we’ve 
come to an even deeper appreciation of the natural and unique beauty of 
Nantucket, and the importance of preserving it for future generations.
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Astronomy

Professional Astronomy Affiliations
NASA Astrophysics Data Analysis Program grant selection committee
National Science Foundations’ grant selection committee for REU programs
National Science Foundation’s selection committee for Astronomy Education grants
Canadian Banting Postdoctoral Fellowship selection committee
Panelist at 2014 New England Museum Association Conference - Boston
Secretary of the American Association of Variable Star Observers (G. Walker)

For instance, last year we had 230 applicants for six 
positions in our National Science Foundation Research 

Experiences for Undergraduates (NSF-REU) summer intern-
ship program.  The applicants represented some of the most 

promising minds in space science. Our six chosen students 
represented a number of colleges and universities throughout 

the country.  Faculty astronomers included two professionals who are 
former MMA astronomy interns. 

Dr. Michael West and Dr. Michael Gregg (University of California, Davis), were 
awarded observing time with the Hubble Space Telescope for a project titled 
“Morphological Transformation in the Coma Cluster.”  The project will study the 
environmental impact of the Coma Cluster - one of the largest groups of galaxies 
in the nearby universe - on its member galaxies. West and Gregg were awarded a 
$78,573 shared grant from Hubble Space Telescope in support of this project. In 
partnership with MMA’s Education Department, new family astronomy programs in 
astronomy were offered during summer 2014 (Blast Off; ARTstronomy; Robot 
Explorers). These will be continued in summer 2015.

Public outreach activities continued and expanded 
along several fronts, including weekly astronomy 
columns for Nantucket’s Inquirer & 
Mirror newspaper, articles in The 
Washington Post and USA Today, multiple 
radio interviews, and an increase social 
media presence. AstroAlert emails were 
also sent regularly to 126 subscribers 
(up from 80 in the previous year) to 
keep the community informed 
of astronomical events and news stories.
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Public stargazing nights at Loines 
Observatory continued to grow in 
popularity, with nearly 2,000 visitors 
during 2014. A small portable 
telescope was purchased to allow 
visitors to spend more time stargazing 
and less time waiting in line on 
crowded nights. 

Dr. West served on professional scien-
tific committees for NASA, the National 
Science Foundation, and the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada.

An invitation by NASA to attend the first launch of NASA’s new Orion spacecraft, which
will someday take astronauts to Mars., was extended to Dr. West. He traveled to NASA 
Johnson Space Flight Center in Houston for the event.  

West was one of four invited panelists who led a workshop on “Pop-Up Programming 
and Exhibits in the Community” at the 2014 New England Museum Association 
conference held in Boston. More than 1,100 people attended the conference. He was 
also invited to give talks about his research at Yale University, UMass Dartmouth, 
Tuorla University (Finland), Universidad de Guanajuato (Mexico), and the Cape Cod 
Astronomical Society (Hyannis).

Walker continued to serve as Secretary of the American Association of Variable Star
Observers. Additionally, he is continuing his research on the long period eclipsing
binary variable star EE Cep during its 2014 eclipse.

Astronomy

Dr. Michael West completed his new book, A Sky 
Wonderful with Stars: 50 Years of Astronomy on 
Maunakea. This photo-rich book looks at the devel-
opment of astronomy on this remote mountaintop 
in Hawaii, which today is home to the most powerful 
collection of telescopes in the world. University of 
Hawaii Press will publish the book in August 2015. 
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“If not for my experience at the Maria Mitchell 
Association, I might never have become an astronomer.
In 1989, I was an undergraduate student majoring in physics. I had a professor 
who encouraged me to apply for a Research Experiences for Undergraduates 
(REU) position offered by the National Science Foundation. The professor 
urged me to apply at the Maria Mitchell Association. I applied and was thrilled 
to be accepted.

I studied variable stars under the guidance of MMA’s Director of Astronomy. 
This was my first experience with astronomy research. I learned so much that 
summer and then had the opportunity to present my results at an astronomy 
conference at Harvard, which was very exciting. My experience at MMA made 
me certain that I wanted to be an astronomer.

After finishing my Bachelor's degree, I went to work for NASA, but I really 
wanted to pursue my education. So, I went back and got a Master’s degree 
and then went on to earn a Ph.D. in Astronomy from Yale University. Today, I 
am an Associate Professor of Astronomy at Indiana University and continue to 
do research and supervise both undergraduates and Ph.D. students.

I recently returned to MMA to give a public lecture and to mentor one of 
the current REU students.  I realized I had come full circle in my life.  I’m 
passionate about the mission of the MMA and its rich legacy of public 
outreach and science education.”

Katherine Rhode, Ph.D.
REU Intern, 1989
Associate Professor
Indiana University
MMA Board Member, 2014
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In 2014, the Natural Science Department continued its goals of preserving and displaying 
the biodiversity of Nantucket County and conducting research on invertebrates, snakes, 
birds, scallops, and marine life.  Sites were open from early June through the first week in 
September.  Visitation at both the Aquarium and Museum was down compared to previ-
ous years. However, it was on par with the seven year average.  This lower  visitation may 
be the result of a balance of mostly sunny days with sporadic rainy days. 

Feeding programs at both facilities continued to be 
popular with continued growth. Interns collected 
and databased huge amounts of data while on 
marine ecology walks (53 species from 23,479
 animals captured, identified, and immediately 
released).   Volunteers are an important component 
to all our activities.  In 2014, 66 volunteers donated 
1,233 hours of time.  Forty of these volunteers were 
under the  age of 18 and over half were back for 
their second or even third year.

Research programs continued as in previous years though this was the final year for 
most of the scallop research projects. Val Hall successfully defended her thesis and was 
awarded her doctorate.  She is working to publish her dissertation.  Many specimens were 
added to the biological collections including ten birds, a live crayfish, several  marine 
and freshwater fish, and a few reptiles, including a live brown anole from  Flowers on 
Chestnut.  Julia Blyth, Collections Manager, returned to prepare 10 bird specimens and 
work on the collections maintenance.  In May, MMA supporters helped raise funds for the 
biological collections through the annual Birdathon.  This year, the Linda Loring Nature 
Foundation partnered in the fund-raiser.

Natural Science

New database software is on the server 
and we are adding our collections to it.   
Additionally, specimens were delivered 
to the Museum of Comparative Zoolo-
gy in  Cambridge, MA under the 2009 
Memorandum of Understanding with 
the  MMA.  We deposited the first ever 
specimen of a four-toed  salamander 
(Hemidatylium scutatum) and a rare 
specimen of a yellow-fin bass (Anthias 
nicholsi) collected by Eric Savetsky south 
of Nantucket.

     CATEGORY        ATTENDANCE

Museum Visitors     2,424

Aquarium Visitors     6,886

Museum/Aquarium Trips    2,618

On-Site Outreach Programs       223

Off -Site Outreach Programs      714

 Total                   12,865



Dr. Bob Kennedy co-authored two papers that use data from 
Nantucket ospreys and data collection continues for both osprey 

and barn owls.  Meanwhile, the Natural Science Museum 
interns documented the continued decline of the 
American burying beetle population as we evaluate 

whether the species can survive on Nantucket without 
major human assistance.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service is now determining what steps are to be taken next.  

We would like to thank all the fishermen and charter captains 
listed on the MMA Scientific Permit for their donations of 
specimens to the Aquarium.  They brought in several great 

creatures including a shark sucker, multiple dogfish, striped bass, and a rudder fish.   An 
orange and black lobster was donated to the Aquarium and is reportedly rarer than our 
orange lobster at 1 in 30 million (versus 1 in 10 million).  Staff held a naming contest for 
her and the winning name was Princess Dionis.

 After 20 years of hard use, the museum displays, floors, and walls are due for a touch 
up and brainstorming with staff led to a new floor plan for the space.  The Museum will 
open in 2015 with visitors entering through the front door on Milk Street, new paint on 
the walls, a nice big activity room, revamped displays, and an interactive lab space.

As a founding member, the MMA helped the Nantucket Biodiversity Initiative host the 
first ever Citizen Science Weekend on Nantucket in late July.  Researchers arrived from 
around the region to research tiger beetles, leaf miners, birds, and marine invertebrates.  
They also led free field trips for anyone interested.

Natural Science
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Chris Coomey
Student, Volunteer, Counselor

2001 -Present
Attending SUNY Oswego

“I became involved with the Maria Mitchell Association 
when I was very young.  My family vacationed here every summer . . . 
since I can remember. One summer my aunt told my mother about the science 
classes at the Maria Mitchell Association. I was around six or seven years old, and 
she knew I loved science. So my mom signed me up for an aquatic ecology class.

During high school, I worked as a volunteer in the Education Department at 
MMA.  I loved it! I was able to study marine science and insects.  I’ve also had the 
opportunity to work as an Environmental Education Instructor for the past two 
years at MMA’s Discovery camp. Now I’m about to graduate from SUNY Oswego 
with an aspiration to be a biology teacher. My experience at the Maria Mitchell 
Association helped me to make that decision.

I was lucky to have a place like the Maria Mitchell Association when I was young.  
They helped cultivate my interest in biology and education. I’ve come to admire 
how MMA caters to all students and to all levels of learning.  It served as a  
good role model for me and something I’ll keep in mind when  I become a 
teacher myself.”



In 2014, MMA welcomed Kim Botelho as the new Director of Education.  She joined our 
organization with 20 years of experience in environmental education with non-profit 
organizations, state departments, and federal agencies.  Ms. Botelho holds degrees in 
environmental science from the University of Dubuque and digital photography from 
Boston University’s Center for Digital Imaging Arts.  Prior to arriving at MMA, Kim also 
served as a board member of the Rhode Island Environmental Education Association and 
Ocean State Environmental Education Collaborative.  Equally interested in both science 
and art, Ms. Botelho is an award winning photographer. Her work has been featured on 
National Geographic’s website, as well as the covers of Southcoast Insider Magazine, the 
Audubon Report, and the RI Environmental Literacy Plan.

Overall, 2014 was 
an exciting year for 
education at the Maria 
Mitchell Association.  We 
offered a new Afterschool 
Discovery Series and 
Winter Discovery Camp, 
enhanced our Tree Mor-
phology program with 
the Rotary Club, and our 
summer Discovery Camp 
was the most successful to 
date.  We offered more camp spaces,
filled a record high number of spaces,
 increased the total number of families 
that enrolled, and generated more 
income than ever before. 
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Education
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New changes to camp included weekly lesson 
plans for parents to plan and engage with their 
child after each camp day and weekly evaluations 
for parents to fill out with the help of their child.  
Parents were thrilled with Discovery Camp.  We 
had 107 evaluation responses.  Ninety eight 
percent of families thought our camp exceeded 
all expectations. 
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Education

In the spirit of Maria Mitchell, the education 
department also launched “Reaching for the 
Stars,” an effort to interest children and families 
in astronomy and space exploration. In an 
increasingly scientific and technological world, 
it is vital that we interest children in science 
at a young age and continue to nurture 
that interest as they grow by providing fun, 
educational experiences that offer hands-on 

exploration, investigation, and inquiry based activities.  Thanks to funding from the Cape Cod 
5 Foundation, we were able to hire a seasonal astronomy educator to plan, design, and lead 
public education programs for children and families and purchase initial supplies to get us 
started.  Through “Reaching for the Stars,”  we offered:

Artstronomy
Art and science collide in an afternoon of fun for young children. Using pictures and stories, 
children are introduced to the wonders of the universe and their place in it and have a chance 
to make their own cosmic works of art. 

Blast Off!! 
Children discover the wonders of space exploration 
by building and launching their own model rockets.  
The fun begins by constructing and flying paper 
airplanes to learn about gravity and atmosphere on 
Earth, Mars, and the Moon. They then move on to 
rockets propelled by air and water to learn more 
about the science of flight. Finally, they assemble and 
launch their own model rockets under the safe supervision 
of instructors. 

Robot Explorers Of Alien Worlds
After an introduction to robots and robotic spacecrafts that have 
explored our solar system, teams assemble robot ‘cublets’ to learn 
how robots work. They practice using a robotic arm to pick up items.  
They then program roving robots to explore a challenging ‘Martian’ sur-
face like a real planetary rover would, ending with a fun robot competition.

Stars And Senses Night Hike
This evening hike under the stars includes a night vision and color vision test, 
an exercise in bioluminescence, a solo-hike, and a tour of the constellations.
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 Mitchell House was again a busy place in 
2014.  We continued the popular historic 
preservation workshops and demonstrations, 
partnering on several of them with Nantucket 
Preservation Trust, Prospect Hill Cemetery,
 and the Nantucket Historical Association.  
Bake oven demonstrations, as well as stone 
monument conservation, domestic history 
walking tours, and Nantucket women’s history 
walking tours were conducted.  

The Mitchell House classes for children, Junior Historians, continued to be well received 
and included a one day “sampler” in which students participated in activities held in 
our individual classes and also a few new activities that require a longer class.  Junior 
Historian classes included scrapbook making, candle and tin lantern making, and a class 
about Nantucket women and girls.  All classes underscore the connection to Maria 
Mitchell and her family and bring her love of the sciences and the natural world to the 
participants.  For family groups, we again offered Family Sailors’ Valentines which 
continues to be very popular and well-received.

Maria Mitchell and the Mitchell House were well-represented in the media.  Mitchell was 
the subject of an early reader book by Capstone Publishing and featured in another early 
reader book as well.  The German publication, die Zeit, featured a multi-page article on 
Maria Mitchell and her influence on science and her gold medal from the King of Denmark 
was featured in a Danish journal.   Additionally, Maria Mitchell was featured in several 
other publications and websites.  

The Special Collections, Archives, and the books in the main reading room were all used 
for various research purposes – from an author’s research on Thoreau’s time on Nantucket 
using Maria Mitchell’s papers, to research on the eclipse of 1878 in Denver which Maria 
observed. In November, Maria Mitchell was honored as the National Women’s History
 Museum awarded NASA scientist and mathematician Katherine Johnson a lifetime 
achievement award named in honor of Maria Mitchell.  

Intern Claire Payne looked into the collaboration and friendship of the Mitchell family 
and the Bond family of the Harvard College Observatory.   The curator continued her 
investigations into the life of the Mitchells, as well as island women.  In December, she 
published a small book on Nantucket women.  The Daring Daughters of Nantucket Island: 
How Island Women from the Seventeenth through the Nineteenth Centuries Lived a Life 

Mitchell House & Special Collections
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Mitchell House & Special Collections
Contrary to Other American Women is 
available in the MMA gift shops and at 
island bookshops and gift stores.  Some 
of the proceeds will go towards a 
restricted conservation fund for the 
Mitchell House.  The curator continues to 
write for Nantucket Chronicle, an online 
magazine, maintaining the column, “The 
Nation of Nantucket,” and is a captain of 
the Chronicle.  She also maintains a 
Pinterest page for the Mitchell House and 
writes the blog, “Maria Mitchell’s Attic.”

Our historic buildings are our biggest artifacts and they are also the envelope that seals 
them from harm.  That said, we began an involved campaign to complete conservation 
and maintenance work on all MMA properties.  While past focus has been on Mitchell 
House, with historic preservation and grant writing, the curator has begun to oversee the 
preservation and repair work on other MMA properties.  In 2013, she was awarded a 
Community Preservation Act grant of $250,000 for the exterior preservation of the MMA 
Science Library.  Thanks to the grant, the building saw the replacement of rusted steel lintels 
and repairs to the cracked stucco, foundation, rear wall, and chimney.  The wood portion of 
the building was painted.  Additional work is needed including painting the stucco and 
repairs to the gutters and downspouts.  The building will have a preservation easement 
placed on the exterior, one of the grant’s stipulations, and the curator is currently working 
with Nantucket Preservation Trust and attorneys to complete it.  

With Community Preservation Act funding, Mitchell House began the process of restoring 
the iron fence that once surrounded the Mitchell Family lot at Prospect Hill Cemetery.  The 
stones on which the fence sits were repositioned, having shifted with time. Next is the 
restoration of the fence based on historic photographs found in the MMA Archives.  

Other grants received by Mitchell House covered the costs associated with replacing the 
forty year old fence in the rear of Mitchell House and will cover the 2015 repainting of several 
of the exhibit spaces in Hinchman House.  Work was completed to replace and repair failed 
gutters and downspouts on the Observatory and the Mitchell House’s Curator’s Cottage, 
with more work to come on the gutter systems on other buildings in 2015.  The curator has 
created a landscape and buildings needs/maintenance/ preservation plan for MMA buildings 
and has been working to address those needs including electrical issues, dorm space 
renovations, new flooring for the Maria Mitchell Observatory computer room, and Vestal 
Street and Loines clean-ups.  
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Alana Zola 
Volunteer 2002 - 2010

Graduate of Haverford College

“I started volunteering at the Maria Mitchell House 
when I was 11 years old. I began by helping the Curator of the 
Mitchell House lead history classes and then learned how to give tours at 
Mitchell House. Over the years, I took on more projects, from cleaning a his-
toric dollhouse to transcribing Maria Mitchell’s genealogy.

In many ways it was my first job and I learned about responsibility and inde-
pendence. As an 11-year-old docent giving tours to groups of adults, I devel-
oped public speaking skills. While at the time I remember being nervous, the 
experience helped grow my confidence. 

I attended Haverford College in Philadelphia and graduated with a Bachelor’s 
degree in English with a concentration in Gender Studies. Haverford was 
established as a Quaker college and its Quaker philosophy resonated with me 
having spent so many summers learning about Nantucket’s Quaker history. 
Moreover, my time at the Mitchell House instilled in me a deep commitment 
to gender equality, which Maria Mitchell furthered by being America’s first 
female astronomer. 

My family still lives on Nantucket and I am thankful for the role that the 
Maria Mitchell Association played in my childhood. While I didn’t go on to 
become a historian, my time at MMA instilled some of my strongest values 
and allowed me to develop as a confident and independent thinker.”
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A new Director of Development and Communication, George 
Donnelly, was hired in July with the task of reorganizing the 
capital campaign for the Nantucket Science Center, as well 
as raising funds and awareness about MMA.  A written 
Communication Plan was developed with the help of the 
board and members of the community. The plan calls for 
MMA to focus its communication on education and the role 
that MMA plays in delivering it. Also, the plan calls for MMA to 
brand itself as Nantucket’s Science Center. To reinforce that notion, a 
“Science Smart” moniker was developed and used on all MMA communications.

The first Year-End Appeal was sent to over 6,000 people starting mid November.  
Previously, MMA conducted an Annual Appeal.  The Year End Appeal represents the 
90-day period from November to the end of the year and beyond to January 31. 
Nearly $80,000 was raised in the campaign. The appeal focused on the stories of 
individual who were touched by their experience at MMA to become either 
professional scientists or educated and engaged adults. Their stories are represented 
in the pages of this annual report.

An “Evening With the Stars” gala was held at 
the Sankaty Golf Club in July. Thanks to a hard 
working committee, led by Esta-Lee Stone, 
the event earned nearly $80,000 in income.  
Revenue was earned from sponsors, ticket sales, 
donations, and a vibrant silent auction. 

Fundraising moved forward to build a new 
Ecology Lab in the space previously occupied 
by the MMA Science Library. A grant of nearly 
$250,000 from the Community Preservation Act 
was obtained by Curator Jascin Finger for restoration of the exterior of the building.  
An estimated $750,000 will be needed to renovate and outfit the interior.  With the 
Nantucket Science Center (NSC) on hiatus, donors to that campaign were offered an 
opportunity to switch their pledge from the NSC to the Ecology Lab. Some redirected 
their gifts to the lab project. Additionally a grant of $75,000 was awarded by the 
Nantucket Golf Foundation and the Tupancy Harris Foundation granted $50,000 
towards the project. In total, nearly 80% of the needed funds are in place. 

Development

SCIENCE
Maria Mitchell Association

Nantucket’s Science Center
SMART
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Our Galaxy of Support

Membership

Membership in the Maria Mtichell Association brings you into the heart of MMA’s 
activities and programs to explore and learn about the unique and special marine, 
terrestrial, and celestial “habitats” of Nantucket. Annual Members provide important 
unrestricted gifts to support our programs. The benefits enjoyed by our members 
include:
•  Discounts on classes, programs, and workshops
• Invitations to join our citizien science reseach activities
• Free admission to the Natural Science Museum, the Aquarium, the Mitchell House,      
     Vestal Street Observatory tours, and Stargazing Nights at Loines Observatory
• A 10% Disount in the museum shops
• A subscription to the E-comet newsletter

For a complete list of 2014 members, please contact the MMA at (508) 228-9198

Our Galaxy Of Support

Thank you for your generosity! Your membership dues, gifts to the Year End Ap-
peal, sponsorships from an An “Evening Under the Stars” gala, and donations to our 
special campaigns allow MMA to continue a legacy of exploration, education, and 
research.

There are many ways to give to MMA.  You may choose to support a specific 
program or department or give an unrestricted gift which can be directed to where 
it is most needed.  We also hope you will consider the MMA in your estate plans with 
a bequest.  Many of our donors provide support through a gift of stocks or securi-
ties, or with a matching gift from their employer.  For questions, please contact the 
Director of Development and Communications George Donnelly at (508) 228-9198.

2014 Donors and Supporters

We strive for accuracy in this list. If your name has been omitted  or listed incorrectly, 
please let us know at (508) 228-9198 or by email to serichsen@mariamitchell.org.
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$5,000 - $7,499
Thomas & Donna Jarecki 
Susan Baer

$2,500 - $4,999
David Swope

$1,000 - $2,499
Toni & Martin McKerrow
Marlin & Ginger Miller
Hattie Ruttenberg & Jon Molot 
Beth & Frederick Singer 
Suzanne & Bob Wright

$500 - $999
Leigh & Carrie Abramson 
Alastair & Jeanine Borthwick 
Michael & Pell James Burns 
John & Catherine Cathey 
John & Susan Daniels 
Angel & J. Peller Frazier II 
Robert & Barbara Friedman 
Margaret Gilfoy 
Henry & Karoly Gutman 
Hajim Family Foundation 
Rachel Mellon
Catherine Oppenheimer & Garrett Thornburg
Nathaniel & Melissa Philbrick  
David & Elizabeth Powell
Joseph & Randee Seiger
William & Karen Tell
Philip & Janet Villiotte

The Maria Mitchell Association thanks 
all of its members especially our 
Supporting Members

$250 - $499
Mary & Walter Ballinger
Eric & Anne Baurmeister
William & Katherine Beattie 
John W. & Tamara Bickel 
Julia Blanchard & Michael Okun 
Robi & Ruth Blumenstein 
Chris & Allison Bovard 
William & Laura Buck 
Raymond & Dennice Carey 
Chip Carver & Anne Delaney 
Chai, Yee Meen & Hee Yun Kim
Patricia Connolly
John Copenhaver & Suellen Ward
Paul & Melissa Dailey 
Lisa & Porter Dawson 
James & Barbara Duffy
John P. & Margaret Falk
John & Margaret Goldman
Teresa & James Haskett
Dr. Anna Hemnes & Dr. Jacob Schwarz
Dorothy Hesselman
Melissa & Carter Kafritz
Dr. Julie Kaufman
Tiffany & Brandon Lawrence
Richard & Carol Lowry
Barbara Malcolm
Paul & Susan Meister
Michael & Julia Milone
Herbert & Miriam Mittenthal
Diane & Craig Montgomery
Ellen & Samuel Phelan 
Heather & Bill Raincsuk
Alex MacGregor  and Mary Read
Lucinda & Thomas Sheffield
Mary-Elizabeth Young
Linda Saligman

Our Galaxy of Support



-21-

Our Galaxy of Support

2014 Gala Sponsors 

$10,000 - $15,000
Archibald Family Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Patrick Healy & Isabelle Georgeaux
Toni & Martin McKerrow
Edward & Merrielou Symes

$2,500 - $4,999
Howard & Maureen Blitman
Mary Ellen Ferrel
Judith Lee & Robert Schwarzenbach
Michael & Joan Nelson

$1,000 - $2,499
Ginny & Bill Birch
John & Susan Daniels 
Bonnie & Bob Ford
Bernard & Patricia Brennan
Tom & Candy Greig
Barbara Jones
Peter & Debbie Kahn 
Peter & Deborah Manus
Scott Nathan & Laura Debonis 
Nathan Hardy & Ann Oliver
Nathaniel & Melissa Philbrick
Maureen Phillips & Douglas Horst
Eileen Rudden & Joshua Posner 
Dennis & Susan Shapiro
Rev. Georgia Snell
Merrielou & Edward Symes
William & Hannah Wallace
Betsy & Kieth Wilson
Holly & F. Scott Wilson 
Barbara Jones
Dennis & Susan Shapiro

$500 - $999
Mariann Appley
Beverly & David Barlow
Judith & John Belash
Allan Bell & Dennie Doran
Robert & Eileen Butler
Stephen & Joanne Caulfield
John Copenhaver & Suellen Ward
Dennis & Anne Cross 
John & Ann Curlett
Anna-Karin Dillard
Daniel & Judith Drake
John P. & Margaret Falk
Ralph & Julianna Geer
Henry Gewirtz
Martha Parke Gibian
David & Susan Golden
John & Margaret Goldman
Susan & Edward Greenberg
C. Addison & Renee Hanan
Peter & Maria Kellner 
John & Anne Kennedy
Bruce & Lisa Lawler
Lucy & Tobey Leske 
Malcolm & Karen MacNab
Stephen Mead
Michael & Sally Orr
Mary Ann & Robb Peglar
Diane Petra
Mary Read 
Harry & Susan Rein
Ellen & Ken Roman
Janet Schulte
Phillips & Ann Smith 
Anne P. Strain
Derek & Patricia Till
Isabella Wagley
Helene & Tim Weld
Harris & Esta Lee Stone
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John Archibald 
Ruth &  Peter Baltzer
Ken & Cynthia Blackshaw
Howard & Susan Bloom
Richard & Patricia Brauman
Deirdre & Francis Carr
Anne & David Choate
John Copenhaver & Suellen Ward
Carol March Emerson Cross
John & Susan Daniels
Anna-Karin and David Dillard
Elizabeth & Jon Erickson
Frank Foundation
Martha Parke Gibian
Nancy Gillespie & Ulrich Lachler
Grace Hinkley
Anonymous  

Judith Lee and Robert Schwarzenbach
Terry & Margaret Lenzner
Kelly and Barry Lyden
G. Nicholas Miller & Polly Thayer
Winnie & Chris Mortenson
Nantucket Shellfish Association, Inc.
Scott Nathan & Laura Debonis
Lynn & Nick Nicholas
Osceala Foundation
Pepsico Foundation
Dr. Joanna Rankin
Anne P. Strain
Town of Nantucket, MA
John and Jean Wagley
F. Helmut & Caroline Weymar
Clark Whitcomb

Nantucket Science Center  Campaign 

Organizational and Foundation Support
Archibald Family Foundation
Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank
Community Foundation for Nantucket
Cox Foundation
Egan Maritime Institute
The Ella George Children’s Foundation
Ernst & Elfriede Frank Foundation
Gilbert Verney Foundation
H.L. Brown, Jr. Family Foundation
Hajim Family Foundation
Judy Family Foundation
Kemmerer Family Foundation
Knowledgeworks Foundation
Liberty Street Foundation
M. S. Worthington Foundation, Inc.

Madaket Marine
Nantucket Education Trust, Inc.
Nantucket Island Management
Nantucket Shellfish Association, Inc.
National Science Foundation - Research 

Experiences for Undergraduates
R.K. Mellon Family Foundation
Remain Nantucket, LLC
Schmidt Family Foundation Employee 

Giving Program
T Theory Foundation, Inc.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
UPS Store
Vassar College
Visco Plumbing
Warren and Susan Stern Foundation



Honors and Memoriums

John Cabot
Blakeslee & Jeanne Barnes 

George Donnelly
Ambassador John Loeb

Tina & Stuart Fientz
Bruce Fowle

Nolan Finger
Kathryn & Thomas Pochman 

Patty Gibian
Thomas and Lee Ann Schneider

Dorrit Hoffleit
Margaret Doleman

Dorrit Hoffleit
Judith Karpen

Caren Lambert
Erickson Family Fund of the Princeton 
Area Community Foundation

Eleanor Lucas
Cheryl Colbert

Elena K. Morris
Joe Schultz 

Margaret Perkins
Katherine Rhode

Barbara Russell, Kyra Lerow, 
Lars Soderberg, Christine Willcox
Grace Hinkley

Esta-Lee Stone 
John Goldman

Debbie Khan
John Goldman

Myron B. Zinn
Lee & Dr. Philip Zinn

Discovery Camp Sponsors
Henry Petzel
Kirsten Congleton
Michael Boylan
The UPS Store
Natasha Bergreen
Beth & Tiger Connors
Jodi Levesque
Stephanie Fellon
Jennifer Rand
Allison & John Beadles
Robert Adams & Meg Succop
Cheryl Moore
Pell James Burns & Michael Burns
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Donations and Gifts

Grants

Liberty Street Foundation - $15,000.00 for replacement of the Mitchell House’s 
rear yard fence

Coffin School Trustees - $5,000.00 for the purchase of equipment for island 
children for the MMA Ecology Lab

M. S. Worthington Foundation - $7,000.00 for the painting of two exhibit rooms 
in the Hinchman House Natural Science Museum

Nantucket Golf Foundation - $75,000 for the MMA Ecology Lab

Mitchell House And Archives and Special Collections Donations

John Daniels: Two nineteenth century newspaper articles about Maria Mitchell

Eileen McGrath: Nantucket Wildflowers by Alice Albertson (Shurrocks) given to 
McGrath by a former MMA Natural Science Director

Wilma Albers: Books and papers from the estate of Henry Albers, the Maria Mitchell 
Professor of Astronomy at Vassar College:

Nine rolls of Maria Mitchell Papers on microfilm; eight Copies of Maria Mitchell 
by Henry Albers; papers of Henry Albers related to research concerning his Maria 
Mitchell book; CD of computer documents related to Maria Mitchell; Books: First 
Book in Astronomy 1837, Atlas 1835, Three Vassar Girls 1892, Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the Opening of Vassar College 1915, Outlines of Astronomy 1893, The Earth in Space 
1887, Maria Mitchell 1896, Studies in Spectrum Analysis 1878, The Spectroscope and its 
Applications 1873, How a Poughkeepsie Business Man  . . . 1942, Officers and Alumnae 
Vassar College 1910, The Stars for Sam 1933, Structure and Evolution of Stars 1958, 
Star Clusters 1930, Smiths Illustrated Astronomy 1855, An Abridgement of Smith’s 
Illustrated Astronomy 1853, A Text Book of General Astronomy . . . 1889, An 
Introduction to Study of Stellar Structure 1939, Principles of Stellar Dynamics 1960.

Margaret Moore Booker: Three children’s books - Maria Mitchell: Stargazer, Katharine 
Wilkie, 1966; Maria Mitchell: Girl Astronomer, Grace Hathaway Melin, 1954; Maria 
Mitchell: Girl Astronomer, Grace Hathaway Melin, 1960

Natural Science Donations

Brian Fitzgibbon: one pane of old glass for Hinchman House interior transom 
repair Sayles Seafood: orange and black lobster
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“When we are chafed and fretted by small cares, a look at 
the stars will show us the littleness of our own interests.”

 - Maria Mitchell



Financial Report
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The Nantucket Maria Mitchell Association, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position

December 31, 2014
(With Summarized Financial Information for 2013)

Cash and cash equivalents
Inventories
Pledges receivable
Other receivables
Investments
Real estate interests
Remainder interest in property
Property, plant, and equipment, net

   $      802, 959
2,006

713,261
67,349

3,568,782
211,090
532,001

4,857,705

$    10,755,153

$     919,632
2,390

864,026
31,447

3,506,282
518,000
504,745

4,850,855

$   11,197,401

Assets 2014 2013

Liabilities and Net Assets
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Not payable

$    71,353
6,361

77,714

$    105,073
11,398

116,471

Net assets
    Unrestricted
    Temporarily restricted
    Permanently restricted
 
 Total net assets

$     6,180,466
2,568,334
1,928,639

10,677,439

$    10,755,153

$     6,627,512
2,524,785
1,928,639

11,080,936

$    11,197,407



Programs
Admissions
Museum shop
Memberships
Grants
Contributions
Special events
Investment return designated for operations
Rental income
Interest income
Net assets released from restriction
    Satisfaction of program restrictions
    Satisfaction of capital-related activities

Total revenue and support

Expenses
Program services
Management and general
Development

Total expenses

Change in net assets from operating activities

$   263,627
        45,254
        14,892
        83,475

      -
     103,944
     108,820
     300,000
       54,430
          3,391

       58,476
     275,231

 1,311,540

1,090,287
273,230
139,569

1,503,086

(191,546)

 $   263,627
        45,254
        14,892
        83,475
        96,826

123,009
108,820
300,000

43,430
3,391

     -
275,231

1,368,955

1,090,287
273,230
139,569

1,503,086

(134,131)

$   -
     -
     -
     -

   96,826
   19,065

-
-
-
-

(58, 476)
-

 (57,415)

-
-
-

-

 (26,608)

$   -
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

-
-

-

-
-
-

-

-

$   263,777
36,600
15,055
86,315

126,797
99,529

118,998
352,000

33,715
1,632

     -
407,638

1,515,056

1,345,391
260,598
139,937

1,745,926

(230,870)

UnrestrictedOperating Activities
TotalsTemporary

Unrestricted
Permanently
Unrestricted 2014 2013

Non-operating activities:
Investment return, less amounts 
    designated for operations        (255,500)                       -             -                    (255,500)              293,865
Contributions & grants restricted for capital activities                     -           234,109            -                      234,109              758,577
Donation of remainder interest in property                       -            27,256             -                        27,256                58,965
Net assets released from restriction
    Satisfaction of capital related restrictions                      -       (275,231)             -                   (275,231)           (407,638)

    Change in net assets from non-operating activities                       (255,500)           (13,866)               -                    (269,366)             703,769

 Change in net assets        (447,046)            43,549                -                      (403,497)           472,899

 Net assets, beginning of year                             6,627,512       2,524,785     1,928,639      11,080,936      10,608,037

 Net assets, end of year                          $6,180,466         $2,568,334    $1,928,639    $10,677,439 $11,080,936 

Financial
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Board of Directors

Officers
John Daniels, President
Deb Manus, First Vice President
Malcolm MacNab, M.D., Ph.D.,  Clerk
Michael Nelson,  Treasurer

Honorary Vice Presidents:
Eileen McGrath
Robert W. Noyes, Ph.D.

Directors
Howard Blitman
Patricia L.R. Brennan, Ph.D.
Patty Gibian
Judy MacLeod
Toni McKerrow
Bebe A. Poor, D.V.M.
Eileen Rudden
Anne P. Strain
Edward Symes, III
Helene Weld

Maria Mitchell Association Staff

Administration
John Daniels, Acting Executive Director
Sarah Erichsen, Administrative Assistant
Joan Alison Stockman, Financial Administrator

Development
George Donnelly, Director of Development &   
    Communications 

Astronomy
Michael J. West, Ph.D., Director of Astronomy
Gary Walker, M.S., Telescope Engineer and        
    Astronomer

Education
Kim Botelho, Director of Education

Mitchell House
Jascin N. Leonardo Finger, M.A., Curator

Natural Sciences
Andrew Mckenna-Foster, M.S.
    Director of Natural Science 
Edith F. Andrews, MA,
   Ornithologist Emeritus
Peter B. Boyce, Ph.D., Research Associate
Valerie A. Hall, Ph.D., Research Associate
Robert S. Kennedy, Ph.D. , Senior Research    
   Fellow, MMA and Department of 
   Ornithology, Harvard University Museum    
   of Comparative Zoology

Staff
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Interns &Volunteers
2014 Interns
 Natural Science Museum
Tabatha Hawkins
Sarah McGrath 
Oliver Bender, Scallop Research Assistant
Sophie Proch, Scallop Research Assistant
Morgan Ravenscroft, Scallop Research  
   Assistant
James Hinson, Scallop Research Assistant

Aquarium
Daniel Blatt
Jack Dubinsky 
Sadie Goetz
Isaac Hersch
Patricia Kelly 
W. Forrest Kennedy  
Mark Losavio 
Ned Manus
Sam Panner

Education Assistant
Erik Lokensgard  

Summer Programs Coordinator
Kyle Macsuga

Environmental Education Instructors 
Christopher Coomey 
Seth Engelbourg
Sam Fischer 
Trinity Foreman
Allison Gayo
Maia Gokhale
Frances Klein 
Erik Lokensgard 
Kenneth McCormack 
Lauren O’Brien
Grace Sullivan
Julia Texiera

Astronomy Education Intern
Caitlin Hay 

Mitchell House & Archives and Special 
Collections
Claire Payne
Pat Michaelson, Ph.D., Volunteer Tour Guide
Jacqueline Ray, Nantucket Student Volunteer
Marty and Avery Hylton

Natural Science Adult Volunteers:
Ginger Andrews  
Cheryl Beaton  
Luke Belting   
Kenneth T. Blackshaw   
Correna Blewett 
Julia Blyth  
Lois Boland
Colin Boyce    
 Violet Boyce    
Alice Boyce
Chuck  Butler      
Luke Cadrin 
Geoff Clayton    
Ryan Flannery  

Tobias Glidden  
Chris Gottlieb  
Steve Heck    
Will Helt      
Maris Humphreys  
Hannah Johnson 
Jesse Lang  
Scott Leonard  
Annie Mendelsohn
Herb Mittenthal      
 Elizabeth Moyer  
 Bobby Murphy  
 David Ryan  

Astronomy (NSF-Research Experience
 for Undergraduates )
Katie Butler
Emma Dahl
Jonathan Jackson 
Emily Longley 
Meg Panetta 
Aquiel Warner 

Scientific Permit Boats
Mark Genther: “Just Do It”
Josh Eldridge; “Critter Cruise”
Captain and Crew: “Sirius”



Affiliated Summer REU Faculty Astronomers
Dr. Michael Gregg, University of California, Davis
Dr. Gretchen Harris, University of Waterloo
Dr. William Harris, McMaster University
Dr. Christine Jones, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics
Dr. Katherine Rhode, Indiana University
Dr. Peter Stetson, National Research Council of Canada

Intern Support and Collaborations

Ian Thomas Adams 
Francis Bell
Gillian Berglund 
Anuska Bhandari 
Gabriel Bouchard 
Cate Boulter 
Thomas Carroll
Dominic Costanzo 
Tori Dixon  
Matthew Dougan 
Karalyn Falck 
Andrew Flax
Tony Fox
Samuel Gaynor

Museum and Aquarium Volunteers
Jenna Genthner
Jordin Graves
Will Halik
Jack Halik
Claudia Hofford
Skyler Kardell
India Kilgore
Peter Lindgren
Shea Lyden
Isobel MacKinnon
Grace Manning
Karen Murtagh
Kayla Oliver
Colin Olson
Elizabeth Panner

Harry Panner
Sarah Paulsen
Jon Pedro 
Madeleine Phillip
Afnaan Qureshi
Tristram Ravenscroft
Stephanie Ryder
Roy  Ryder
Mia Silverio
Stephan Silverio
Jared Soltys
Edward Sziklas
Samantha Walkey
Jack Wilson
Chandler Zinn  

Mitchell House Volunteers
Marty and Avery Hylton
Pat Michaelson, Ph.D.
Jacqueline Ray
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The Maria Mitchell Association is proud to establish collaborations with other non-profit 
organizations and universities to offer the best in programs and to conduct research vital to 
understanding and preserving Nantucket’s natural areas and to pursue cutting edge research in 
astronomy using MMA’s telescopes and leading telescopes around the world and in space.

American Association of Variable Star Observers 
Artists Association of Nantucket
Willis Blount, Ruthie B
Boston University
Children’s House of Nantucket
City University of New York
Connecticut College
Egan Maritime Institute
European Southern Observatory
International Astronomical Union
Josh Eldridge, Critter Cruises
Mark Genthner, Just Do It Too
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics
Harvard University Museum of Comparative 
Zoology
Keck Observatory
Linda Loring Nature Foundation
The Nantucket Lighthouse School
Long Island University
Massachusetts Audubon Society
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
Monomoy Charters
Nantucket Atheneum
Nantucket Biodiversity Initiative
Nantucket Boys and Girls Club
Nantucket Community Sailing
Nantucket Conservation Foundation
Nantucket Historical Association
Nantucket Islands Land Bank Commission
Nantucket Land Council
Nantucket Marine & Coastal Resources 
   Department
Nantucket Preservation Trust
Nantucket Public Schools
Nantucket Shellfish Association

Nantucket Shipwreck and Lifesaving Museum
National Collaborative of Women’s 
     History Sites 
National Grid
National Museum of Natural History
National Research Council of Canada
Oxbow Associates, Inc.
Peking University, China
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile
Preservation Institute Nantucket
Roger Williams Park Zoo
Rotary Club of Nantucket
‘Sconset Trust
Shearwater Excursions
The Trustees of Reservations 
Tuckernuck Land Trust
University of Arizona
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
University of California, Davis
University of Ghent, Belgium
University of Hawaii
UMass Amherst
UMass Boston Nantucket Field Station
UMass Dartmouth School of Marine Science 
   &  Technology
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
University of Paris, France
University of Rhode Island
University of Turku, Finland
University of Western Australia
US Fish and Wildlife Service
Vassar College
Yale University

Collaborations
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Books
The Daring Daughters of Nantucket Island: How Island Women from the Seventeenth 
through the Nineteenth Centuries Lived a Life Contrary to Other American Women; by 
Jascin Leonardo Finger, Curator, Maria Mitchell Association

Publications in Peer-Reviewed Journals
*Vanderbeke, J.; West, M.J. et al., “G2C2 - II. Integrated colour-metallicity relations for 
Galactic globular clusters in SDSS passbands,” MNRAS 437, 1734 

*Vanderbeke, J.; West, M.J. et al., “G2C2 - I. Homogeneous photometry for Galactic 
lobular clusters in SDSS passbands,” MNRAS 437, 1725 

Biao, Li., et al., “A Gemini/GMOS study of intermediate luminosity early-type Virgo Cluster 
galaxies. I. Globular cluster and stellar kinematics,” ApJ, 769, 145 (2014), submitted to ApJ
* indicates Ph.D. student co-supervised by M. West

Presentations at Conferences
“Determining the Dynamical Mass of Subclusters within HST Frontier Fields Cluster 
MACSJ0171.5+3745 by Warner, Aquiel; Jones, Christine; West, Michael; Van Weeren, Rein-
out J.; Santos, Felipe A, poster presented at AAS meeting

“Galactic Needle in a Haystack: The Search for Ultra Compact Dwarf Galaxies,” by Butler, 
Katie; West, Michael; Gregg, Michael, poster presented at AAS meeting

“A WIYN Study of the Globular Cluster Population of the Virgo Elliptical Galaxy NGC 4473,” 
by Panetta, Margaret; Rhode, Katherine L.; West, Michael, poster presented at AAS meeting

“The Search for Mass Correlations between Globular Cluster Systems and their Host 
Galaxies,” by Jackson, Jonathan; Harris, Gretchen L. H.; West, Michael, poster presented 
at AAS meeting

“Detection of a Remnant Stellar Halo Around G1/Mayall II,” by Gregg, Michael; West, 
Michael; Lemaux, Brian, poster presented at AAS meeting

“EE Cep Winks in Full Color,” by Walker, Gary, poster presented at AAS meeting

“Guerilla Astronomy on Nantucket,” by West, Michael, invited talk at the NEMA 2014 
meeting in Boston

Publications/Presentations/Conferences:  





Maria
Mitchell
Association

4 Vestal Street
Nantucket, MA 02554

508-228-9198 
www.mariamitchell.org


