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 STATE & LOCAL

CLASSIFIED    
Buying or selling a service, look-
ing for a good job? Check out the 
classifeds . 

HEALTHSTATE & LOCAL

Just before the final buzzer sounded on the Golden State Warriors‘ championship-
clinching Game 5 win over the Cleveland Cavaliers at Oracle Arena on Monday 
night — just as Kevin Durant was about to become an NBA champion for the 
first time in his illustrious 10-year professional career — the first one on the 
scene to congratulate the soon-to-be-named Finals MVP was none other than 
his longtime rival and Finals opponent, LeBron James..See Page 12

LEBRON JAMES CONGRATULATES KEVIN DURANT STATE & LOCAL NEWS
Send your news to the news depart-
met at the Baton Rouge Weekly Press 
by emailing it to: brweeklypress@
yahoo.com

THEWEEKLYPRESS.COM    Celebrating 41 Years Of Service To The Baton Rouge Community    225.775.2002

BLACK LIVES 
MATTER 
The Latest on a Louisiana police 
officer’s lawsuit against Black Lives 
Matter and activist DeRay Mckesson 
over injuries the officer sustained 
at a protest after a police shoot-
ing....Page 2  

MU ZETA PRESENTS 
ROYAL COTILLION
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Mu Zeta 
Chapter, presented their first Royal 
Cotillion:  Pearls of Elegance Pag-
eant in May at the Belle of Baton 
Rouge.   In the past we were known 
for the Blue Revue Pageant. .See 
Page 3

ASPIRIN MAY 
BE DANGEROUS
Anywhere from 40% to 60% of 
older people take daily aspirin to 
prevent a heart attack or stroke. 
Studies have shown that low 
doses of the blood-thinner can 
significantly lower the risk of heart 
problems..See Page 9

BATON ROUGE, LA  -  
Having grown up mere minutes 
from McKinley Middle Magnet, 
actress Lynn Whitfield returned 
home for a tribute program and 
ribbon-cutting ceremony in her 
honor last month.   Students, edu-
cators and the community took 
part in a full day of activities in 
preparation of the dedication 
the auditorium to the esteemed 
actress.

McKinley Middle Magnet is 
a national award-winning Blue 
Ribbon visual and performing 
arts school in Baton Rouge.  The 
school’s auditorium serves as the 
heartbeat of everything they do, 
but was previously unnamed.  In 

Mckinley Middle Auditorium Named 
In Honor Of Actress Lynn Whitfield

Lynn Whitfield enjoys a visit with student performers following the auditorium dedication.

Lynn Whitfield is given a key to the 
City of Baton Rouge at a luncheon 

in honor of the McKinley Middle 
Magnet Auditorium dedication.

See WHITFIELD, on page 2

CADAV Celebrates 
Juneteenth Day at 
Scotlandville Park
By Pat LeDuff

BATON ROUGE, LA - That’s “Jeremy Gospel Rapper “en-
gaging the Juneteenth Kids in a live concert at CADAV’s 
celebration in the Scotlandville Park on last Saturday on 
72nd Aveune.

THE JUNETEENTH KIDS

BATON ROUGE, LA - The 
Senate has rejected the budget 
proposal from House leadership.

Responding to the House 
plan, Senate leaders asked the 
lower chamber to reinstate all 
of the proposed spending re-
ductions to higher education, 
corrections, and more.

Sen. Regina Barrow, D-
Baton Rouge, called the House 
proposal a “no-go,” expressing 
concerns about reductions to 
funding for the Department of 
Health and the Department of 
Children and Family Services 
(DCFS).

Sen. John Alario, R-West-
wego, said they want to see the 
pay raise for 38,000 employees 
included in the budget for next 
year. It was funded in the Senate 

plan, but removed in the House 
counter offer.

Many state workers have 
gone a number years without a 

La. Leaders Enter Budget 
Negotiations, Offer Plan 
Spending Less Than Senate

See BUDGET, on page 2

State Rep. Cameron Henry

BATON ROUGE, LA – At 
its June 9 meeting, the Restore 
Louisiana Task Force unanimously 
approved a resolution that makes 
recommendations to Gov. John 
Bel Edwards’ administration for 
distributing a $51 million federal 
allocation for relief from the 2016 
floods.

The resolution calls for allo-
cating an additional $37.5 million 
to the Homeowner Rehabilitation 
and Reconstruction Program. It also 
allocates an additional $4.2 million 
for rental housing programs and 
$9.8 million for watershed planning 
in some of the communities most 
impacted by the flooding.

The appropriation is the federal 
government’s third since the August 
2016 flood. The state’s recovery 
program calls for spending a total 
of $1.3 billion on homeowner as-
sistance, $134.2 million on rental 
programs and $43 million for small 
business assistance, among other 
programs.

Earlier this month, homeown-
ers in Phase 1 of the homeowner 
assistance program were invited to 
start the application process. Mean-
while, the first construction grants 
were finalized, and reimbursement 
checks were distributed to several 
families who have completed re-
building their homes. Also, 1,800 
Phase 2 homeowners were invited 
on June 9 to apply.

Gov. Edwards’ Office of Com-
munity Development presented nu-
merous updates on flood-recovery 
programs:

•  Nearly 25,000 families have 
completed and submitted the initial 
survey.

•  More than 2,100 Phase I 
homeowners with environmental 
reviews who completed the sur-
vey were invited to complete the 
homeowner assistance program 
application.

•  Over 8,000 environmen-
tal reviews have been completed 
for the 15,440 homeowners who 
match the criteria for Phases I-VI. 
The program will complete 2,000 
environmental reviews per week.

Homeowner assistance centers 

Restore 
Louisiana 
Task Force 
Approves 
Resolution for 
$51 Million 
Appropriation

See RESTORE, on page 2
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CALL THE MCMANUS LAW OFFICE AND GET ALL YOU DESERVE

INJURED IN A CAR WRECK?

Charles C. McManus
A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

8520 Scotland Ave, Suite C  •  Baton Rouge, La. 70807
charlesmcmanus@mcmanuslawoffice.brcoxmail.com

www.charlesmcmanus.com • Phone225-774-5771

If this 
happens to 

you call 
Attorney 

McManus
   ILLUSTRATION SHOWING AN ACCIDENT

STATE & LOCAL

SCOTT’S BLUFF
MORTICIANS, LLC
FUNERALS AND CREMATIONS

Providing Caring Servicea 
In Times of Need

Basic Funerals Stating at $2495.00
with Quality Metal Caskets

Pre-Need Planning • At Need Services
Cremations

Life Insurance • Funeral Insurance

Call US Now!
We Accept Major Credit Cards

and
New Hiring Experienced Insurance Agents

8546 Scenic Highway
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

(225) 775-3440
scottsbluffbr@yahoo.com

J U S T  A 
THOUGHT:  Two hun-
dred plus years from the 
Emancipation Procla-
mation and the Ameri-
can Negro still is not 
free.  MLK

JUNETEENTH  - 
IT’S NOT JUST AN-
OTHER SPECIAL 
DAY OF CELEBRA-
TION!

What is  June-
teenth?  In essence, the slaves 
were freed and the messengers 
were slow to convey the an-
nouncement of it.   So…by the 
time the news came to Texas, 
by a horse back rider, Blacks 
were amazed and excited!  It 
was the nineteenth of June and 
one elated old gentleman said, 
Juneteen!

It would be a great idea to 
research this celebration and join 
in on the fun for all to know his-
torical facts and why emphasis is 
being placed on this celebration 
by the black community.  Yes, 
there will be barbecues and pic-
nics and family get togethers and 
back yard family affairs. Who 
would not want a good party? 
Enjoy!

Welcome back to the group 
who traveled to Athens, Texas 
and Lone Star Camp for ten days 
of inspiration, fellowship, and 
family time.  The Baton Rouge 
group included friends such as 
Danielle Patin, Francine Saun-
ders, Xerria Lawrence, Mack 
Jordan, Freddy Lawrence, An-
gela Bell and mother Geraldine 
Bell, Evelyn Edwards, and oth-
ers.  We met up with some old 
friends such as Pastor and Mrs. 
Helvis Moody, Pastor and Mrs. 
Helvius Thompson (formerly of 
Baton Rouge), Beverly McCoy 
and husband, Billy Green and 
wife and many, many others.  
The weather was hot and the 
days were long but we had 
many happy days and exhaus-
tive nights.  However, it was well 
worth every minute of it!  You 
are invited to attend with us next 
year in June. (lol)

The Math Workshop for 
teachers of math was held at 
Woodlawn High School with 
a good attendance for the East 
Baton Rouge Parish and the 
surrounding parish educators.  
It was good to hear and see the 
dynamic presenters and witness 
the sharing of good math prac-
tices, Thanks to all who attended 
and all who shared their best 
practice.

HAVE YOU REGIS-
TERED YOUR CHILD at the 
nearest library to your home? 

The summer book 
reading program is 
now in full swing 
and your child and 
you are invited to 
participate in it.  
The love of reading 
is something every 
person who is edu-
cated must have.   If 
you child wants to 
go far away places 
and enjoy the beauty 

of this planet in words, take that 
child to the library and introduce 
him or her to books. You will 
forever be thanked.  If a child 
learns to read and appreciate 
books, that child could write will 
and speak well.  (Have you ever 
watched on TV when someone 
cannot answer a question ad-
equately?  That person does not 
read often or well.  He or she 
will grope for words and might 
be reluctant to speak.) Reading 
helps!

Coach Roger Kador is 
wished all the best and he goes 
into retirement.  Many thanks to 
him who help us love baseball 
and the great Southern Univer-
sity team. You are wished all 
the best, Coach, and congrats!

Speaking About Baseball, 
fans of this city are so very proud 
of the baseball and softball teams 
of Louisiana State University 
(LSU).  The crowds at the games 
were all indicative of the love 
they had for the team and their 
coaches. Congrats to you on your 
very good season. 

Can You help me?  I am 
seeking books on tape (novels 
in literature and of a classical na-
ture) for a learning center in my 
classroom at MLK on Prescott 
Court. If you can help call me at 
766 – 4246 and leave a message.  
My response will come shortly 
there after.  

GET WELL WISHES are 
extended to Ms. Lisa Scott, Mrs. 
Audrey Cloud, and Ms. Gloria 
Pleasant.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to 
Little Ms. Xerria Lawrence, 
Mrs. Lolita Burden, Ms. Dianne 
Robinson, Mrs. Jessica Gross 
Frye, Mrs. Barbara Eames, Mr. 
Albert Reid, III and in loving 
memory of Mrs. Elizabeth Perry 
Brown, my dear mother on her 
95th birthday.

With Love and Sympathy 
to the family of the late Theresa 
Davis Tyson and Epps Family 
who was laid to rest on last week.

Have a pleasant weekend. 
Enjoy Juneteenth!

Love, 
Marge

marge's Chit Chat

Marge
Lawrence

BATON ROUGE, LA - 
Juneteenth is the oldest known 
celebration in the United States 
commemorating the end of slav-
ery. Event includes food, games 
and music. This event is free and 
open to the public.

This Saturday, 17th June, 
1:00 pm will have a Juneteenth 
Celebration  at the Gus Young 

in East Baton Rouge Parish. In 
partnership with State Repre-
sentative C. Denise Marcelle, 
Councilman Lamont Cole and 
Martin L. King, Jr. Community 
Center.

For more information, 
please contact one of these 
recreationevents@brec.org or 
225-389-7804.

Juneteenth Celebration In Baton Rouge

raise. That includes parole officers, 
who were at the capitol pressing 
lawmakers to increase their pay-
checks.

Higher education leaders also 
criticized the plan, which would 
reduce funding for colleges. Monty 
Sullivan, president of Louisiana’s 
Community and Technical Col-
leges, says the plan “is not the right 
direction” for the state.

Still, conservative fiscal 
hawks in the House stand by their 
proposal, which includes setting 
aside $150 million. Rep. John Sch-
roder, R-Covington, said if they 
do not leave money on the table, 
they will be forced to cut programs 
later if there is a mid-year shortfall.

Negotiations now continue, 
with less than two days to go.

Higher education, Louisiana 
state prisons, and DCFS all take 
a hit under the latest House GOP 
budget offering, according to a 
document leaked overnight.

are expected to open on June 
12 at 151 Southpark Road in 
Lafayette and on June 19 at 
130 Robinhood Drive in Ham-
mond, while two others are 

open in Baton Rouge and Monroe. 
The centers help flood-impacted 
families complete the initial sur-
vey and help invited families to 
complete the assistance program 
application while connecting them 
with a case manager.

 Additional progress has 
been made on the Neighborhood 
Landlord Rental Program, which 
offers financial assistance to land-
lords and developers in replenish-
ing the state’s supply of affordable 
rental housing. As of early June, 64 
applicants had registered to com-
plete the Neighborhood Landlord 
application.

Meanwhile, the state is ex-
pected to extend the deadline for the 
small business assistance program, 
which makes $43 million available 
for low-interest, partially forgiv-
able loans between $20,000 and 
$50,000. The loans can be used for 
rent, mortgage, utilities, non-owner 
employee wages and inventory, and 
movable equipment. Construction-
related expenses are not eligible. 
Eligibility criteria are found here.

All documents related to the 
June 9 task force meeting are avail-
able on the Recovery Resources 
page of the Restore Louisiana web-
site, restore.la.gov.

All task force documents are 
available at http://restore.la.gov/
resources/. For more information, 
visit restore.la.gov.

RestoRe from page 1

House and Senate leaders are 
currently in budget negotiations, 
with less than two days to go in 
the 2017 legislative session.

In the latest plan, the House 
GOP want to spend $150 million 
less than the plan passed by the 
Senate.

Under such a proposal, cor-
rections would receive $18 million 
less next year than in the Senate 
plan. Public colleges would receive 
$19 million less and social ser-
vices would receive $13 million 
less. The Louisiana Department 
of Health would see cuts as well, 
putting mental health services, Zika 
prevention, and more at risk.

TOPS would remain fully 
funded. However, a planned 2 
percent pay raise for 38,000 state 
workers, which is included in the 
Senate’s budget, would also go 
away.

In a tweet, Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards described the House pro-
posal as “no better than their 1st 
plan.” The governor threatened to 
veto that first budget plan, sending 
lawmakers into a special session.

House budget “offer” isn’t an 
offer. Plan hits higher ed, children 

services & agriculture. No better 
than their 1st plan. 

In the original budget passed 
by the House, lawmakers would 
have left more than $200 million on 
the table, meaning that the House 
GOP have conceded about $50 mil-
lion so far as part of the negotia-
tions process.

Conservative fiscal hawks in 
the House want to set aside some 
money when crafting next year’s 
budget, in hopes of preparing for 
a possible deficit in the future. 
Louisiana has seen several midyear 
shortfalls in recent years.

The Senate, by contrast, 
passed a plan that uses all of the 
money the state is expected to bring 
in next year. All Senate Republi-
cans present voted to approve that 
plan, which would have avoided 
cuts to higher education, DCFS, 
and more.

They, along with the governor, 
believed cuts in the House plan 
could hurt state services.

Lawmakers have until Thurs-
day at 6 p.m. to reach a deal on 
the budget.

Budget from page 1

BATON ROUGE, La.  - The 
Latest on a Louisiana police of-
ficer’s lawsuit against Black Lives 
Matter and activist DeRay Mckes-
son over injuries the officer sus-
tained at a protest after a police 
shooting.

A federal judge says he ex-
pects to rule “within the coming 
days” whether Black Lives Mat-
ter can be sued by a Louisiana 
police officer who was injured 
at a protest after a deadly police 
shooting.

U.S. District Judge Brian 
Jackson didn’t rule from the 
bench Wednesday after hearing 
arguments on whether to dismiss 
a Baton Rouge police officer’s 
lawsuit against Black Lives Mat-
ter and activist DeRay Mckesson.

Mckesson’s attorney, William 
Gibbens, claims Black Lives Mat-
ter is a movement, not an organi-
zation that can be sued.

The unidentified officer’s 

lawyer, Donna Grodner, calls it an 
“unincorporated association” that 
solicits money, holds meetings and 
has chapters across the country.

The officer’s suit claims a 
“rock like substance” struck him in 
the face during a protest prompted 
by the July 2016 shooting death of 
Alton Sterling, a black man who 
was killed by a white officer dur-
ing a struggle.

An activist’s attorney claims 

Black Lives Matter is a movement 
and not an organization that can be 
sued by a Louisiana police officer 
who was injured at a protest after 
a deadly police shooting.

A federal judge is scheduled 
to hear arguments Wednesday on 
whether to dismiss a Baton Rouge 
police officer’s lawsuit against 
Black Lives Matter and DeRay 
Mckesson, one of nearly 200 pro-
testers arrested after the July 2016 
shooting death of Alton Sterling, 
a black man.

The unnamed officer claims a 
“rock like substance” struck him 
in the face during a protest over 
the death of Sterling, who was 
killed by a white officer during 
a struggle.

The suit doesn’t accuse 
Mckesson of throwing anything, 
but it claims he “incited the vio-
lence” on behalf of Black Lives 
Matter.

Judge Weighing if Black Lives Matter Can be Sued

studying the rich history of the arts 
in Baton Rouge, Principal Sean 
Joffrion deemed it appropriate to 
name the auditorium in honor of the 
Baton Rouge native.  Considering 
the Visual Performing Arts wing 
of the school is already named for 
Whitfield’s father Dr. Valerian 
Smith, who was a trailblazer of 
community arts throughout Baton 
Rouge. It only seemed appropri-
ate that they keep the tradition in 
the family. 

In an effort to set the tone 
for her arrival, several McKinley 
Middle Magnet students prepared 
pieces for her student-led tribute 
performance.  Teachers assigned 
enrichment lessons to help inspire 
students through her work and his-
tory in Baton Rouge.  Everyone 
was excited to play a role in the 

special event.
Ms. Whitfield is known for 

many cinematic roles, most no-
tably as Josephine Baker in The 
Josephine Baker story.  She cur-
rently stars as Lady Mae on the 
critically acclaimed Greenleaf 
which is currently one of OWN’s 
most watched series.

The event-packed day in-
cluded an invite-only luncheon, 
a tribute performance for Ms. 
Whitfield, and a ribbon cutting 
ceremony to officially rename 
the auditorium.  

  For additional information, 
please contact Adonica Pelichet 
Duggan the Chief of Communica-
tions and Public Relations for the 
East Baton Rouge Parish School 
System at 225.922.5425 office.

Whitfield from page 1
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BATON ROUGE, LA – 
Capital Area Court Appointed 
Special Advocates Association 
announces the 23rd annual Casas 
for CASA playhouse fundraiser 
presented by title sponsor Faulk 
and Meek General Contrac-
tors. Casas for CASA generates 
awareness and funding to sup-
port CASA’s advocacy efforts on 
behalf of abused children. Plati-
num sponsors include Caliente 
Mexican Craving, Community 
Network, Lamar Advertising, 
Mall of Louisiana, Renaissance 
Hotel and Republic Finance.

The fundraiser kicks off July 
16 from 5-8 p.m. with CASA Fi-
esta at the Renaissance Hotel. The 
event will feature Mexican cui-
sine donated by Caliente Mexican 
Craving, a silent auction and a 
wine pull.  Tickets are $50 each 
and will be available online at 
casabr.org, at the door or by phone 
at (225) 379-8598. Dress is sum-
mer casual.

The 2017 “Grand Victorian” 
CASA playhouse will be on dis-
play July 22-Aug. 13 at the Mall 
of Louisiana in the main entrance 
corridor near center court. Raffle 
tickets are $5 each and will be 
available online at casabr.org, at 
the mall or at the CASA office, 
848 Louisiana Ave. The play-
house was designed by Lilliput 
Play Homes and assembled by 
local builder and title sponsor 
Faulk and Meek General Con-
tractors. 

Casas for CASA concludes 
with the playhouse giveaway on 

Aug. 13 at 5 p.m. Faulk and Meek 
General Contractors will deliver 
the playhouse to the winner within 
60 miles of the mall. Winner need 
not be present to win.

All proceeds benefit Capital 
Area CASA Association, a non-
profit organization that recruits, 
trains and supervises volunteers 
who advocate for abused and ne-
glected children in need of safe, 
permanent homes. The fundraiser 
enables Capital Area CASA to 
continue serving every child in 
East Baton Rouge Parish who 
needs a voice.

The 2017 “Grand Victorian” 
CASA playhouse will be on dis-
play at the Mall of Louisiana July 
22-Aug. 13 with $5 raffle tickets 
available for a chance to win.

The mission of Capital Area 
CASA (Court Appointed Special 
Advocate) Association is to ad-
vocate for timely placement of 
abused and neglected children 
in permanent, safe, and stable 
homes.

BATON ROUGE, LA  - The 
Baton Rouge Theater for the Per-
forming Arts will close for over a 
year while the city completes an 
$18.1 million renovation.  

“The theater will be a beau-
tiful and exciting venue for pa-
trons of all ages to enjoy a wide 
variety of live entertainment,” 
said Mayor-President Broome. 
“This adds to our growing, dy-
namic arts portfolio here in Baton 
Rouge.” 

The Performing Arts The-
ater currently seats roughly 2,000 
patrons and is located at the 
Raising Canes River Center in 
downtown Baton Rouge. It was 
originally built in 1977 and little 
has been done since it was built.  

“The upcoming renovations 
to Baton Rouge’s Theater for the 
Performing Arts represent one of 
the most significant investments 
to our city’s cultural life we have 
ever seen,” said Timothy Muffitt, 
Music Director, Baton Rouge 
Symphony Orchestra. “The en-
hancements to food and beverage 
services, cabaret-style seating, 
new spaces for receptions and 
special events, and even box seat-
ing are outstanding. This renova-
tion is ultimately a game-changer 
in how we will appreciate live 
music in our city for generations 

to come.” 
The venue hosts approxi-

mately 175 events each year. It 
is the home for the Baton Rouge 
Symphony Orchestra, The Baton 
Rouge Ballet, and The Baton 
Rouge Broadway Series.  

According to the Mayor’s 
office, the project will be funded 
through the issuance of bonds 
in early 2018, which will be re-
paid from a combination of local 
occupancy taxes and state sales 
taxes dedicated for River Center 
improvements. 

“It’s been years in develop-
ment. We are so excited to finally 
share these plans with our pa-
trons that will greatly improve 
the guest services in the theater”, 
said General Manager Michael 
Day. “The exterior design and 
lighting will reflect the theme or 
mood of the shows each night, 
and the interior will allow our 
guests to get in and out of their 
seats with ease.” 

The design work should be 
completed the first quarter of 
next year, with General Contrac-
tor bids received in early spring 
of next year, and construction 
beginning mid-year. The Theater 
is expected to re-open sometime 
late 2019 or very early 2020. 

Casas For CASA Fundraiser  
To Benefit Nonprofit’s 
Advocacy For Abused Children

Baton Rouge Theater 
For The Performing Arts 
To Get $18.1M Renovation

By ZenoBia HarBor

BATON ROUGE, LA - Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Mu Zeta 
Chapter, presented their first Royal 
Cotillion:  Pearls of Elegance Pag-
eant in May at the Belle of Baton 
Rouge.   In the past we were known 
for the Blue Revue Pageant.   Our 
traditional Blue Revue Pageant was 
designed as a foundation for young 
ladies to develop and appreciation 
for the social and culture arts, volun-
teer skills, and encourage academic 
excellence.  The Royal Cotillion 
continues to build on that founda-
tion by enhancing a strong family 
relationship by providing specific 
opportunities for mother/daughter 
and father/daughter participation 
as young ladies take their place as 
responsible-well-rounded members 
of the community.  

 Participating debutants were:  
Markayla Dy’ja Collins, Fifth Prin-
cess, Daughter of Nicole Collins, 
Escort, Marteece Coverington; 
Keandra Irielle Bouvay, Fourth 
Princess, Daughter of Lois Bouvay, 
Escort, Rodney Franks; Markeisha 
Destiny Collins, Third Princess, 
Daughter of Nicole Collins, Escort, 
Devontae Collins; Trinity Kalise 
Perry, Second Princess, Daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Eric Wilson, Escort, 
Brandon Vincent; Sarah Gabrielle 
Douglas, First Princess, Daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Douglas, 
Escort, Joshua Miller; and Queen 
Iz’janae Lailah Brown, Daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Emmitt Pugh, Escort,  
Khristopher Grace.

Featured during the Cotil-
lion were four Little Pearls and 
six debutants.   Little Pears of El-
egance were:  Pearl Addison Ruth 
Papillion, Third Princess, Daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Adam Papillion, 
Escort, Aaden George; Pearl Jazaiah 
Kamille Davis, Second Princess, 
Daughter of Jasmine Johnson and 
Ronald Davis, Escort, Jeremiah 
Drewery; Pearl Raynah Elise Hardy, 
First Princess, Daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronaldo Hardy, Escort, Josiah 
Hardy; and Queen – Little Miss 
Pearl of Elegance – Pearl Hannah 
Faith Robinson, Daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Robinson, Escort, 
Cameron Wilson.

Mrs. Gracie Nell Perkins was 
the Choreographer for the Cotillion. 
Commentators were the Honorable 
Dr. Barbara W. Carpenter, 21st In-
ternational President and Dr. Adell 
Brown, Jr. Retired Executive Vice 
Chancellor, Southern University 
Agriculture Department.  

Constance Carroll served and 

Chairman and Geraldine Simms as 
Co-Chairman.  Other committee 
members were Ada Allen, Nelda 
Augustus, Sonya Brown, Pamela 
Brue-Johnson, Miltonia Butler, Col-
leen Collins, Cora Collins-Smith, 
Brenda Davis, Delores Converse, 
Deidra Douglas, Sadie Kay, Sheryl 
Lott, Mazie Malveaux, Betty Mun-

son, Euphemia Renee’ Smith, Fan-
nie Terrell, and Sulithian Williams.   

We express our sincere thanks 
to all of our supporters, friends, 
parents of contestants and other 
program participants who have 
contributed to the sources of this 
pageant.

Mu Zeta Presents 2017 Royal Cotillion

Iz’janae Lailah Brown, Royal Cotillion Queen and Escort, Khristopher Grace. Queen – Little Miss Pearl of Elegance – Hannah Faith Robinson and Escort, 
Cameron Wilson.

Debutants from left, Keandra Irielle Bouvay and Escort, Rodney Franks, Markeisha Destiny Collins and Escort, Devontae 
Collins; Sarah Gabrielle Douglas and Escort, Joshua Mille, Trinity Kalise Perry and Escort, Brandon Vincent; Iz’janae Lailah 
Brown, Royal Cotillion Queen and Escort, Khristopher Grace. and  Markayla Dy’ja Collins and Escort, Marteece Coverington
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JUNETEENTH

Juneteenth or June 19, 1865, 
is considered the date when the 
last slaves in America were freed. 
Although the rumors of freedom 
were widespread prior to this, 
actual emancipation did not come 
until General Gordon Granger 
rode into Galveston, Texas and 
issued General Order No. 3, on 
June 19, almost two and a half 
years after President Abraham 
Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

General Order Number 3
One of General Granger’s 

first orders of business was to 
read to the people of Texas, 
General Order Number 3, which 
began with:

“The people of Texas are in-
formed that in accordance with a 
Proclamation from the Executive 
of the United States, all slaves are 
free.  This involves an absolute 
equality of rights and rights of 
property between former masters 
and slaves, and the connection 
heretofore existing between them 
becomes that between employer 
and free laborer.” 

President Lincoln issued the 
Emancipation Proclamation on 
September 22, 1862, notifying 
the states in rebellion against the 
Union that if they did not cease 
their rebellion and return to the 
Union by January 1, 1863, he 
would declare their slaves for-
ever free. Neeedless to say, the 
proclamation was ignored by 
those states that seceded from 
the Union. Futhermore, the proc-
lamation did not apply to those 
slave-holding states that did not 
rebel against the Union. As a re-
sult about 8,000,000 slaves were 
unaffected by the provisions of 
the proclamation. It would take a 
civil war to enforce the Emanci-
pation Proclamation and the 13th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion to formally outlaw slavery 
in the United States.

During the Civil War, Texas 
did not experience any signifi-
cant invasion by Union forces. 
Although the Union army made 
several attempts to invade Texas, 
they were thwarted by Confeder-
ate troops. As a result, slavery 
in Texas continued to thrive. In 
fact, because slavery in Texas 
experienced such a minor inter-
ruption in its operation, many 
slave owners from other slave-
holding states brought their 
slaves to Texas to wait out the 
war. News of the emancipation 
was suppressed due to the over-
whelming influence of the slave 
owners.

The Emancipation Procla-
mation had little impact on Texas 
due to the minimal number of 
Union troops to enforce the new 
Executive Order.  However, with 
the surrender of General Lee in 
April 1865, and the arrival of 
General Granger’s regiment, the 
forces were finally strong enough 
to influence and overcome the 
resistance.

In attempts to explain the 
two and a half year delay in re-
ceiving this important news, sev-
eral versions have been handed 
down through the years. One 
often told story is that a mes-

senger sent to deliver the news 
of freedom was murdered on his 
way to Texas.  Another, more 
often told version, is that fed-
eral troops actually waited for 
the slave owners to reap the ben-
efits of one last cotton-harvest 
before going to Texas to enforce 
the Emancipation Proclamation.  
Still another, is that the news was 
deliberately withheld by the slave 
masters to maintain the labor foce 
on their plantations.

Juneteenth is the oldest 
known celebration commemo-
rating the end of slavery in the 
United States 

In the early years, little in-
terest existed outside the Black 
community in participation in 
the celebrations.  In some cases, 
there was outwardly exhibited 
resistance by barring the use of 
public property for the festivi-
ties.  Most found themselves in 
rural areas around rivers and 
creeks that could provide addi-
tional activities such as fishing, 
horseback riding and barbecues.  
The church grounds were sites 
for many activities.

As Blacks became land-
owners, land was donated and 
dedicated for these Juneteenth 

festivities.  One of the earliest 
documented land purchases in 
the name of Juneteenth was or-
ganized by Rev. Jake Yates.  This 
fund-raising effort yielded $1,000 
and the purchase of Emancipa-
tion Park in Houston, Texas.  
The local Juneteenth organiza-
tion in Mexia purchased Booker 
T. Washington Park, which had 
become the Juneteenth celebra-
tion site in 1898. For decades, 
these annual celebrations flour-
ished, growing continuously with 
each passing year.  In Booker 
T. Washington Park, as many 
as 20,000 Blacks once flowed 
through during the course of a 
week, making the celebration on 
of the state’s largest.

In the early 1900s, economic 
and cultural forces caused a 
decline in Juneteenth activi-
ties.  Classroom and textbook 
education, in lieu of traditional 
home and family-taught prac-
tices,  stifled the interest of the 
youth due to less emphasis and 
detail on the activities of the 
former slaves.

The Depression forced many 
people off the farms and into the 
cities to find work, and in these 
urban areas of environment, em-
ployers were less eager to grant 
leave from work to celebrate Ju-
neteenth. July 4th was the already 
established Independence holiday 
and patriotism steered more to-
ward this celebration. 

Blacks do celebrate the 
Fourth of July in honor of Ameri-
can Independence Day, but his-
tory reminds us that Blacks were 
still enslaved when the United 
States obtained its independence.

The Civil Rights movement 
of the 50’s and 60’s yielded both 
positive and negative results 
for the Juneteenth celebrations. 
While it pulled many of the Af-
rican American youth away and 
into the struggle for racial equal-
ity, many linked these struggles 
to the historical struggles of their 
ancestors. Again in 1968, June-
teenth received another strong 
resurgence through Poor Peoples 
March to Washington D.C. Rev. 
Ralph Abernathy’s call for people 
of all races, creeds, economic 
levels and professions to come 
to Washington to show support 
for the poor. Many of the attend-
ees returned home and initiated 
Juneteenth celebrations in areas 
previously absent of such activ-
ity. In fact, two of the largest 
Juneteenth celebrations founded 
after this March are now held 
in Milwaukee and Minneapolis.

On January 1, 1980, June-
teenth became an official state 
holiday in Texas, through the 
efforts of Al Edwards, a Black 
state legislator.  The successful 
passage of this bill marked June-
teenth as the first emancipation 
celebration granted official state 
recognition.

In recent years, a number 
of local and national Juneteenth 
organizations have begun to take 
their place along side the older 
organizations, with the mission 
of promoting and cultivating 
knowledge and appreciation of 
Black history and culture.

Today, Juneteenth celebrates 
Black freedom and achievement, 
while encouraging continuous 
self-development and respect for 
all cultures, as it takes on a more 
national and global perspective. 
It is celebrated annually, on or 
around June 19, in more than 200 
cities in the United States. Texas 
(and Oklahoma) is the only state 
that has made Juneteenth a legal 
holiday. Some cities sponsor 
week-long celebrations, culmi-
nating on June 19, while others 
hold shorter celebrations. 

Juneteenth, also known as 
Freedom Day or Emancipation, 
is celebrated on the 19th of June 
to solemnize the dissolution of 
slavery in 1865 in Texas. It is 
an annual holiday in forty-two 
states of the United States.

Juneteenth festivals honor 
African American heritage. 
The day is marked with family 
gatherings, celebrations, picnics 
and guest speakers. People of all 
races and religions join hands to 
commemorate that period in his-
tory, which molded and influence 
their society even today.

It symbolizes the end of 
slavery. Juneteenth has come 
to symbolize for many African-
Americans what the fourth of 
July symbolizes for all Ameri-
cans -- freedom. It serves as a 
historical milestone reminding 
Americans of the triumph of the 
human spirit over the cruelty of 
slavery. It honors those African-
Americans ancestors who sur-
vived the inhumane institution of 
bondage, as well as demonstrat-
ing pride in the marvelous legacy 
of resistance and perseverance 
they left us. All of the roots tie 
back to this soil from which a 
national day of pride is continu-
ously growing!!!

THE HISTORY OF JUNETEENTH

Photo of Emancipation Proclamation’s General Order

The fact that it took a Civil 
War to forcibly put an end to 
slavery left a bitter legacy that 
continues to divide American 
society. Slavery so bankrupted 
slave owners’ sense of right and 
wrong that they were willing 
to die to defend that lifestyle. 
A slave-holding minority mor-
ally corrupted a nation, and this 
legacy still haunts the country.

According to historian John 
Hope Franklin, “the Founding 
Fathers (by allowing slavery) 
set the stage for every succeed-
ing generation of Americans 

to apologize, compromise and 
temporize on those principles 
of liberty that were supposed to 
be the very foundation of our 
system of government and way 
of life...that is why this nation 
tolerated and indeed, nurtured 
the cultivation of racism that has 
been as insidious as it has been 
pervasive.” 

Professor Franklin asks, 
“how could the colonists make 
(such) distinctions in their revo-
lutionary philosophy? They ei-
ther meant that all men were cre-
ated equal or they did not mean 

it at all. They either meant that 
every man was entitled to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness, or they did not mean it 
at all...Patrick Henry, who had 
cried, ‘Give me liberty or give 
me death’, admitted that slav-
ery was ‘repugnant to human-
ity’, but (obviously) not terribly 
repugnant, for he continued to 
hold Blacks in bondage. So did 
George Washington and Thomas 
Jefferson...”

This blatant hypocrisy poi-
soned both religion and the law. 
Every institution at the slave-

holder’s disposal was used to 
justify slavery. Instead of the 
slave-owner being considered in-
humane, the people he enslaved 
were. The legacy of racism has 
grown into perhaps the greatest 
internal threat that this country 
faces. John Hope Franklin aptly 
put it when he wrote, “slavery 
weakened America’s moral au-
thority.”

It’s amazing that despite liv-
ing under the most inhumane 
conditions known to humankind, 
Blacks contributed everything 
from agricultural inventions, to 

medical breakthroughs, to music. 
Enslaved artisans crafted incred-
ible sculptures, designed beauti-
ful buildings and helped build a 
nation. Blacks preserved a culture 
and succeeded in passing down a 
legacy of music, language, food, 
religion and a lesson in survival. 
We’ll never know how many sci-
entists, engineers, doctors and 
artists were lost on the trip over 
on the slave ships or after they 
arrived. 

Slavery taught America 
another lesson, one that it too 
often ignores. Blacks and whites 

worked together to create an 
anti-slavery movement that ul-
timately succeeded. Later they 
fought and died together to force 
an end of slavery. Blacks and 
whites have worked through-
out the nation’s history for social 
justice. This lesson of cooperation 
must never be forgotten. 

While the painful side of 
slavery makes it difficult for 
many Blacks to celebrate June-
teenth, it is the positive legacy 
of perseverance and cooperation 
that makes it impossible for oth-
ers to ignore. 

The Legacy of Slavery!
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about TRIUMEQ?
TRIUMEQ can cause serious side effects, including:
•   Serious allergic reactions (hypersensitivity reaction) that can cause 

death have happened with TRIUMEQ and other abacavir-containing 
products. Your risk of this allergic reaction to abacavir is much higher if 
you have a gene variation called HLA-B*5701. Your healthcare provider 
can determine with a blood test if you have this gene variation. If you 
get symptoms from 2 or more of the following groups while  
taking TRIUMEQ, call your healthcare provider right away: 1. fever;  
2. rash; 3. nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or stomach pain; 4. generally 
ill feeling, extreme tiredness, or achiness; 5. shortness of breath, 
cough, or sore throat. Your pharmacist will give you a Warning Card 
with a list of these symptoms. Carry this Warning Card with you at  
all times.
   If you stop taking TRIUMEQ because of an allergic reaction, never 
take TRIUMEQ or any other abacavir- or dolutegravir-containing 
medicines again. If you take TRIUMEQ or any other abacavir-containing 
medicine again after you have had an allergic reaction, within hours you 
may get life-threatening symptoms that may include very low blood 
pressure or death. If you stop TRIUMEQ for any other reason, even for a 
few days, and you are not allergic to TRIUMEQ, talk with your healthcare 
provider before taking it again. Taking TRIUMEQ again can cause a serious 
allergic or life-threatening reaction, even if you never had an allergic 
reaction to it before. If your healthcare provider tells you that you 
can take TRIUMEQ again, start taking it when you are around 
medical help or people who can call a healthcare provider if you 
need one.

•   A buildup of acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis 
can happen in some people who take TRIUMEQ. This serious medical 
emergency can cause death. Call your healthcare provider right away 
if you feel very weak or tired; have unusual muscle pain; have trouble 
breathing; have stomach pain with nausea and vomiting; feel cold, 
especially in your arms and legs; feel dizzy/light-headed; or have a fast/
irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems can happen in people who take TRIUMEQ. In 
some cases, these serious liver problems can lead to death. You may be 
more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems if you are 
female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking nucleoside 
analogue medicines for a long time. Call your healthcare provider 
right away if you get any of the following signs or symptoms:

 •  yellow skin, or the white part of the eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark 
urine; light-colored stools; loss of appetite for several days or longer; 
nausea; pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your stomach area

•   Worsening of hepatitis B virus in people who have HIV-1 infection. 
If you have HIV-1 and hepatitis B virus (HBV), your HBV may get worse 
(flare-up) if you stop taking TRIUMEQ. A “flare-up” is when your HBV 
suddenly returns in a worse way than before. Worsening liver disease can 
be serious and may lead to death. Do not stop taking TRIUMEQ without first 
talking to your healthcare provider, so he or she can monitor your health. 

•  Resistant hepatitis B virus. If you have HIV-1 and hepatitis B, the 
hepatitis B virus can change (mutate) during your treatment with 
TRIUMEQ and become harder to treat (resistant).

•  Use with interferon and ribavirin-based regimens. If you’re taking 
TRIUMEQ and interferon, with or without ribavirin, tell your healthcare 
provider about any new symptoms. Worsening of liver disease that has 
caused death has happened in people infected with both HIV-1 and  
hepatitis C who were taking antiretroviral medicines and interferon.

Who should not take TRIUMEQ?
• Do not take TRIUMEQ if you:
 •  have the HLA-B*5701 gene variation
 •  are allergic to abacavir, dolutegravir, or any of the ingredients in 

TRIUMEQ
 •  take dofetilide (Tikosyn®)
 •  have liver or kidney problems

What are other possible side effects of TRIUMEQ?
•  People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an increased 

risk of developing new or worsening changes in certain liver tests 
during treatment with TRIUMEQ. Your healthcare provider may do 
tests to check your liver function before and during treatment with 
TRIUMEQ. 

•  When you start taking HIV-1 medicines, your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to fight infections that have been hidden in your 
body for a long time. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
start having new symptoms after you start taking TRIUMEQ.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 medicines.

•  Some HIV-1 medicines, including TRIUMEQ, may increase your risk of  
heart attack.

The most common side effects of TRIUMEQ include: trouble 
sleeping, headache, tiredness

These are not all the possible side effects of TRIUMEQ. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRIUMEQ?
•  Before you take TRIUMEQ, tell your healthcare provider if you:  
 •   have been tested and know whether or not you have a gene variation  

called HLA-B*5701 
 •  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection; 

have kidney problems; have heart problems, smoke, or have diseases 
that increase your risk of heart disease such as high blood pressure, 
high cholesterol, or diabetes; drink alcohol or take medicines that 
contain alcohol

 •  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRIUMEQ 
will harm your unborn baby

 •  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you  
take TRIUMEQ

•  You should not take TRIUMEQ if you also take:
 •  abacavir (EPZICOM®, TRIZIVIR®, or ZIAGEN®)
 •  lamivudine (COMBIVIR®, DutrebisTM, EPIVIR®, EPIVIR-HBV®, EPZICOM,  

or TRIZIVIR)
 •  emtricitabine (Emtriva®, Atripla®, Complera®, Stribild®, or Truvada®)

Important Safety Information continued on next page

©2016 ViiV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved. 
Printed in USA.        723601R0        August 2016

TRIUMEQ is a once-a-day pill used to treat HIV-1. In some people, TRIUMEQ should not be used 
by itself. Take TRIUMEQ exactly as your healthcare provider tells you.  

APPROVED USES
TRIUMEQ is a prescription HIV-1 (Human Immunodeficiency Virus-type 1) medicine used alone or with other antiretroviral medicines to treat HIV-1 
infection in adults. HIV-1 is the virus that causes AIDS. TRIUMEQ is not for use by itself in people who have or have had resistance to abacavir, dolutegravir, 
or lamivudine. TRIUMEQ should not be used in children under the age of 18. 

TRIUMEQ does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must keep taking HIV-1 medicines to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.
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Jeannette
Diagnosed with 

HIV in 2011

Garland
Diagnosed 
with HIV 
in 2016

Leopold
Diagnosed with 
HIV in 2003

Peter
Diagnosed with 

HIV in 2015

Jack
Diagnosed with 
HIV in 2010

•  Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements (for example, antacids or 
laxatives; vitamins such as iron or calcium supplements; 
anti-seizure medicines; other medicines to treat HIV-1, 
hepatitis, or tuberculosis; metformin; methadone; or 
St. John’s wort). Some medicines interact with TRIUMEQ. 
Keep a list of your medicines to show your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist. Do not start taking a new 
medicine without telling your healthcare provider. 

You are encouraged to report negative 
side eff ects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see Important Facts about TRIUMEQ on the 
following pages.

Real patients with HIV-1 taking TRIUMEQ as of 2014 
or later. Individual results may vary. 

Individuals compensated for their time by ViiV Healthcare. 

learn more at triumeq.com

Ask your doctor about
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IMPORTANT FACTS 
This is only a brief summary of important information about TRIUMEQ and does not replace 
talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.

(TRI-u-meck)

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT TRIUMEQ

TRIUMEQ® may cause serious side effects, including:
•  Serious allergic reactions (hypersensitivity reaction) that can cause 

death have happened with TRIUMEQ and other abacavir-containing products. 
Your risk of this allergic reaction to abacavir is much higher if you have a gene 
variation called HLA-B*5701. Your healthcare provider can determine with a 
blood test if you have this gene variation. If you get symptoms from 2 or 
more of the following groups while taking TRIUMEQ, call your 
healthcare provider right away: 1. fever; 2. rash; 3. nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea, or stomach pain; 4. generally ill feeling, extreme tiredness, 
or achiness; 5. shortness of breath, cough, or sore throat. A list of 
these symptoms is on the Warning Card your pharmacist gives you. Carry this 
Warning Card with you at all times.

•  If you stop taking TRIUMEQ because of an allergic reaction, never 
take TRIUMEQ or any other abacavir- or dolutegravir-containing 
medicines again. If you take TRIUMEQ or any other abacavir-containing 
medicine again after you have had an allergic reaction, within hours you may 
get life-threatening symptoms that may include very low blood pressure 
or death. If you stop TRIUMEQ for any other reason, even for a few days, and 
you are not allergic to TRIUMEQ, talk with your healthcare provider before 
taking it again. Taking TRIUMEQ again can cause a serious allergic or life-
threatening reaction, even if you never had an allergic reaction to it before. If 
your healthcare provider tells you that you can take TRIUMEQ again, 
start taking it when you are around medical help or people who can 
call a healthcare provider if you need one.

•  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Call your healthcare provider 
right away if you have any of these symptoms: feeling very weak or tired, 
unusual muscle pain, trouble breathing, stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, 
feeling cold (especially in your arms and legs), feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/
or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems, which in some cases can lead to death. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any of these symptoms: 
your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark “tea-
colored” urine, light-colored stools (bowel movements), loss of appetite for 
several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach pain on the right side.

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems 
if you are female, very overweight, or have been taking nucleoside 
analogues for a long time.
•  Worsening of Hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have both 

HIV-1 and HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRIUMEQ. 
Do not stop taking TRIUMEQ without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, 
as they will need to check your health regularly for several months.

•  Resistant HBV. If you have HIV-1 and HBV, the HBV can change (mutate) 
while you’re on TRIUMEQ and become harder to treat (resistant).

•  Use with interferon and ribavirin-based regimens. Worsening of liver 
disease that has caused death has happened in people infected with both 
HIV-1 and hepatitis C virus who are taking antiretroviral medicines and are also 
being treated for hepatitis C with interferon with or without ribavirin. If you are 
taking TRIUMEQ and interferon with or without ribavirin, tell your HCP if you 
have any new symptoms.

ABOUT TRIUMEQ

•  TRIUMEQ is a prescription HIV-1 medicine used alone or with other antiretroviral 
medicines to treat HIV-1 infection in adults. TRIUMEQ is not for use by itself in 
people who have or have had resistance to abacavir, dolutegravir, or lamivudine. 
TRIUMEQ should not be used in children under the age of 18.

•  TRIUMEQ does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must keep taking 
HIV-1 medicines to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

DO NOT TAKE TRIUMEQ IF YOU

•  have a certain type of gene variation called the HLA-B*5701 allele. Your HCP 
will test you for this before prescribing treatment with TRIUMEQ.

•  are allergic to abacavir, dolutegravir, or any of the ingredients in TRIUMEQ. See 
the full Medication Guide for a complete list of ingredients 
in TRIUMEQ.

•  take dofetilide (Tikosyn®). Taking TRIUMEQ and dofetilide (Tikosyn) can cause 
side effects that may be life-threatening.

•  have liver or kidney problems.
•  If you also take: abacavir (EPZICOM, TRIZIVIR, or ZIAGEN); lamivudine 

(COMBIVIR®, DutrebisTM, EPIVIR®, EPIVIR-HBV®, EPZICOM, or TRIZIVIR); 
emtricitabine (Atripla®, Complera®, Emtriva®, Stribild®, or Truvada®) abacavir 
(EPZICOM, TRIZIVIR, or ZIAGEN)

BEFORE TAKING TRIUMEQ

Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have been tested and know if you have a particular gene variation called 

HLA-B*5701.
•  have or had any kidney or liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus 

infection.
•  have heart problems, smoke, or have diseases that increase your risk of heart 

disease such as high blood pressure, high cholesterol, or diabetes.
•  drink alcohol or take medicines that contain alcohol.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRIUMEQ will harm 

your unborn baby.
•  are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you 

have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, 

vitamins, and herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and 
pharmacist.

•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not 
be taken with TRIUMEQ. Do not start taking a new medicine without 
telling your healthcare provider

MEDICINES THAT MIGHT INTERACT WITH TRIUMEQ

•  antacids, laxatives, or other medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium, 
sucralfate (Carafate®), or buffered medicines. TRIUMEQ should be taken at 
least 2 hours before or 6 hours after you take these medicines.

•  iron or calcium supplements taken by mouth may be taken at the same time 
with TRIUMEQ if taken with food. Otherwise, TRIUMEQ should be taken at 
least 2 hours before or 6 hours after you take these medicines

•  anti-seizure medicines: oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®), phenytoin (Dilantin®, 
Dilantin®-125, Phenytek®), phenobarbital, carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, 
Equetro®, Tegretol®, Tegretol®-XR, Teril®, Epitol®)

•  any other medicine to treat HIV-1, medicines used to treat hepatitis virus 
infections (such as interferon or ribavirin), a medicine that contains metformin, 
methadone, rifampin (Rifater®, Rifamate®, Rimactane®, Rifadin®), St. John’s 
wort (Hypericum perforatum)

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRIUMEQ

TRIUMEQ can cause serious side effects including:
•  See “What is the most important information about TRIUMEQ?” section
• Changes in liver tests.
• Changes in your immune system
• Changes in body fat
•  Some HIV-1 medicines including TRIUMEQ may increase your risk of 

heart attack.

The most common side effects of TRIUMEQ are: trouble sleeping, headache, 
and tiredness
These are not all the possible side effects of TRIUMEQ. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any new symptoms while taking TRIUMEQ.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health 
before and during treatment with TRIUMEQ.
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

GET MORE INFORMATION

• Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist
•  Go to TRIUMEQ.com or call 1-877-844-8872, where you can also get 

FDA-approved product labeling

COMBIVIR, EPIVIR, EPZICOM, TIVICAY, TRIUMEQ, TRIZIVIR, and ZIAGEN are 
registered trademarks of the ViiV Healthcare group of companies.

EPIVIR-HBV is a registered trademark of the GSK group of companies.

The other brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners and are not 
trademarks of the ViiV Healthcare group of companies. The makers of these 
brands are not affi liated with and do not endorse the ViiV Healthcare group of 
companies or its products.

©2016, the ViiV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved.
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By Black AIDS Institute Staffers

The Black AIDS Institute, 
the nation’s only think tank 
focused on the impact of HIV 
upon Black communities, has 
announced a national, digital-
community campaign, “30 Days 
of HIV.” Launching on May 27, 
2017, and ending on National 
HIV Testing Day (NHTD) on 
June 27, the campaign consists 
of three core elements: an online 
community calendar to promote 
HIV and health-related events 
serving Black communities, an 
Instagram storytelling series titled 
“In The Life” featuring images 
of the life experiences of Black, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer 
(GBTQ) and same-gender-loving 
(SGL) men, and daily actions to 
mobilize Black communities and 
those who serve them.

“Even though it is not in the 
news to the extent it was a few 
years ago, HIV/AIDS is an on-
going, and among some sectors, 
tragically growing crisis in Black 
communities,” says Phill Wilson, 
the Institute’s President and CEO. 
“Black gay and bisexual men in 
the United States have a 50 per-
cent life time HIV-infection rate. 
Black women still represent 61 
percent of the new HIV infections 
among women. Our house is still 
on fire and we don’t seem to no-
tice. 30 Days of HIV is designed 
to shine a spotlight not just on the 
problem, but more importantly 
on who we are and what we can 
do, if we focus on this problem.”

The “30 Days of HIV” cam-
paign will create awareness, fight 
stigma and create solutions to 
curb HIV among Black Ameri-
cans, who bear the heaviest bur-
den of the epidemic. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC), in 2015, Black Americans 
accounted for 45 percent of HIV 
diagnoses, though they comprise 
just 12 percent of the popula-
tion. Young, Black gay men are 
at greatest risk and stand a 50 
percent risk of acquiring HIV 
during their lifetime.

The online community 
calendar will feature HIV and 
health-related activities in Black 
communities during the 30 days 
leading into NHTD. Organiza-
tions that have planned health 

fairs, HIV-testing or other out-
reach activities during this time-
frame are invited to submit the 
events to pavniatwork@gmail.
com for inclusion on the calendar.

Also beginning on May 27, 
as we turn the corner into June, 
when we mark Men’s Health and 
Gay Pride months, the Institute 
will highlight the contributions of 
Black GBTQ and same-gender-
loving (SGL) men through the “In 
The Life” campaign. Each day, 
the Institute will publish on its 
Instagram feed photos and videos 
featuring the life experiences of 
Black GBTQ/SGL men, particu-
larly visual narratives challenging 
stereotypes, portraying healthy 
lifestyle choices, and filling in 
the gaps in the visual imagery 
of the men’s lived experiences.

“It is an opportunity for ev-
eryone to see all the facets of 
what it is to be a Black and male 
in America,” says Gerald Garth, 
the Institute’s Manager of Preven-
tion and Care. “While HIV care, 
prevention, and education are a 
major part of the Black gay ex-
perience, there is so much more. 
Many of us are artists, thinkers, 
fathers, husbands and have transi-
tioned and evolved in many ways 
well beyond the scope of HIV.”

Black GBTQ/SGL men ages 
21 or older who live in the United 
States are invited to submit two 
photos or videos less than 60 
seconds long, along with a 100-
word description of the images, 
whether a story, poem, narrative 

or rhyme, similar to Instagram 
photographer Ruddy Roye or 
Humans of New York. Images 
should reflect the everyday 
life and contributions of Black 
GBTQ/SGL men to society—
from work life, to parenting, to 
healthy lifestyle choices, to tak-
ing HIV-fighting medications, 
to experiencing #BlackBoyJoy. 
“Many of us will tell stories of 
how HIV has impacted our lives, 
but I’m so excited that we will 
see the full spectrum of what it is 
to be a Black man in America,” 
says Garth.

Photos, videos, descriptions 
and the contributor’s Instagram 
handle should be submitted to 
pavniatwork@gmail.com. Par-
ticipants don’t have to be living 
with HIV, and those living with 
HIV/AIDS can decide whether 
they mention their HIV status. 
The Black AIDS Institute re-
serves the right to edit to make 
sure all language is appropriate 
for our audiences.

Finally, during the “30 Days 
of HIV,” the Institute will publish 
daily actions via social media to 
mobilize Black communities to 
take care of their health and fight 
HIV/AIDS. “From #SoulfulSun-
day, to #WellnessWednesday, to 
#ThrowbackThursday, when we 
will highlight those who have 
passed away, each weekday will 
provide a designated call to ac-
tion that explores what it means 
to be a whole person and an ad-
vocate,” Garth says. “We’ll also 

encourage people to show what a 
relationship looks like—all types. 
The actions are a chance for us 
to stretch and redefine what it 
means to be an advocate.”

All aspects of the campaign 
will be housed on BAI’s website, 
www.blackaids.org and promoted 
daily via multiple social media 
platforms: Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram.

Founded in May of 1999, 
the Black AIDS Institute (BAI) 
is the only national HIV/AIDS 
think tank in the United States 
focused exclusively on Black 
people. BAI’s Mission is to end 
the AIDS pandemic in Black 
communities by engaging and 
mobilizing institutions, leaders, 
and individuals in efforts to con-
front HIV/AIDS. BAI dissemi-
nates information, conducts train-
ings, offers technical assistance 
and capacity building, interprets 
and influences public and pri-
vate sector HIV/AIDS policies, 
delivers prevention and linkage 
to care services, and provides 
advocacy mobilization from a 
uniquely and unapologetically 
Black point of view.

Our motto is: “Our People, 
Our Problem, Our Solution.”

SEO KEYWORDS: Black 
AIDS Institute, 30 Days of HIV, 
Phill Wilson, HIV/AIDS, Black 
heal

HEALTH
Black Aids Institute Launches 
“30 Days Of HIV” Campaign

Anywhere from 40% 
to 60% of older people take 
daily aspirin to prevent a heart 
attack or stroke. Studies have 
shown that low doses of the 
blood-thinner can significantly 
lower the risk of heart problems, 
especially among people who 
have already had a heart attack 
or stroke.

But in a study published in 
the Lancet, researchers say that 
the risks of aspirin haven’t been 
properly studied in older people. 
Most of the studies showing the 
over-the-counter drug’s benefits 
have included younger people 
under 65 years. However, most 
people who are currently tak-
ing daily aspirin for their heart 
are older.

In the study, Peter Roth-
well, professor of neurology at 
the University of Oxford, and 
his colleagues analyzed data 
from the Oxford Vascular Study, 
which followed more than 3,000 
people who had had a heart at-
tack or stroke and were given as-
pirin or other anti-clotting drugs 
by their doctors. After 10 years, 

Rothwell found that ulcers and 
bleeding events—a common 
side effect of aspirin—were 
more common among people 
over 75 than those under 65.

Once the bleeding events 
occurred, most commonly in 
the stomach or digestive tract, 
the bleeding was more intense 
and severe in older people than 
in younger people.

“The overall increased 
risk for older people surprised 
us,” says Rothwell. “And the 
proportion who did have major 
consequences from the bleeding 
also surprised us. We were sur-
prised by the extent to which the 
bleeds were causing disability 
and even death.”

About 1.5% of the people 
in the study under age 65 were 
admitted to the hospital for 
bleeding problems, compared 
to 3.5% for those aged 75-84 and 
5% for people over age 85. The 
risk of having disability or even 
dying after a bleeding event be-
cause of complications was 10 
times higher for those over age 
75 than for younger people.

Why Aspirin May 
Be More Dangerous 
for Older People

The American Health 
Care Act, the GOP’s answer to 
Obamacare, could end up cost-
ing the U.S. economy close 
to 1 million jobs, researchers 
predicted Wednesday.

The bill, if passed as 
written by the House of Rep-
resentatives, would start out 
boosting jobs and increasing 
economic output because it 
would cut taxes, the team at 
George Washington and The 
Commonwealth Fund found.

But that would change 
fast, the experts forecast.

“The AHCA would ini-
tially cause a brief spurt of 
economic growth from tax 
cuts, which primarily help 
those with high incomes,” 
said Leighton Ku, director of 
the Center for Health Policy 
Research at the Milken Insti-
tute School of Public Health at 
GW, who led the study team.

“However, cuts in fund-
ing for Medicaid and health 
subsidies then begin to deepen, 
triggering sharp job losses 
and broad disruption of state 
economies in the following 
years,” Ku added.

“Within a decade, al-
most a million fewer people 
would have jobs. The down-
turn would hit the health care 
sector and states that expanded 
Medicaid the hardest.”

Health care has added an 
average 22,000 jobs a month 
so far in 2017, compared to 
an average monthly gain of 
32,000 in 2016,” the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics said in its 
May statement. That adds up 
to 329,000 jobs over the past 
year.

The more people who 
have health insurance, the 
more health care they seek.

The nonpartisan Con-
gressional Budget Office 
projected last month that the 
AHCA would lead to 23 mil-
lion people losing or opting out 
of health insurance by 2026 
and would cut federal spending 
on health care by $1.1 trillion.

“Our estimates are based 
on changes in federal fund-
ing gained or lost to states, 
consumers, and businesses,” 
Wednesday’s report reads.

“The AHCA significantly 
reduces federal funding for 
Medicaid. It lowers federal 
match funding for the 31 states 
and District of Columbia that 
expanded Medicaid, encourag-
ing them to discontinue their 
expansions.”

The Center for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services, 
part of the U.S. Health and 
Human Services Department, 
has a much lower projection 
for how many people would 
lose or drop insurance. The 
CMS actuary calculates that 
13 million fewer people would 
be covered in 2026 under the 
AHCA.

Health care jobs are an 
enormous part of the U.S. 
economy — making for 18 
percent of the total Gross 
Domestic Product or GDP. 
Hospitals, clinics, doctors and 
health care services are major 
sources of jobs, too.

The Senate is working on 
its own version of the AHCA 
and it would have to be recon-
ciled with the House version. 
There’s been little information 
out of the Senate about what 
changes are planned for its 
version, which is being writ-
ten entirely by the Republican 
majority.

Conservatives want to re-
duce federal spending to lower 
the deficit. Ku and colleagues 
note that will hit jobs on the 
state level.

“Federal health funds are 
used to purchase health care. 
Then, fiscal effects ripple out 
through the rest of the econ-
omy, creating employment 
and other economic growth. 
This phenomenon is called the 
multiplier effect,” the report 
reads.

“Health funds directly pay 
hospitals, doctors’ offices, and 
other providers; this is the di-
rect effect of federal funding. 
These facilities use revenue to 
pay their employees and buy 
goods and services, such as 
rent or equipment; this is the 
indirect effect of the initial 
spending.”

GOP Health Care Law 
Could Cost Nearly 1 Million 
Jobs, Report Finds
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CNA TRAINING 
SCHOOL LLC

“GET 
CERTIFIED 
IN ONLY

 3 WEEKS!”
225-692-7028 or 225-636-8294

24035 Railroad Ave.
Plaquemine, La   70764

juliancna08@yahoo.com 

Days, Evenings, or Saturday classes available 
Courses:  CNA, CPR, DSW, Phlebotomy, Medication 

Administration, Train-the-Trainer.

1431 North   Burnside Ave., 
Suite #26

Gonzales, Louisiana 70737 
Telephone: 225-450-2810

BUSINESS

• Travel for less
• Save money on your taxes
• Earn 75% of commission
• Work from home
• Training and support

Get started today! 
www.TravelAgentNow.com

Become a part of the 
$8 trillion travel industry 

for the price of dinner 
and a movie?

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED SR AUDITOR - CPA FIRM
(Baton Rouge, LA). Resp. for completing and/or directing the work performed 
on client engagements/projects. Exercise leadership through knowledge & 
technical ability.  Assist in training & staff development activities.  Req: BS, 
Accounting; Must be eligible to sit for the LA CPA exam; CPA designation 
preferred; one yr. exp. as an auditor including some solid experience in 
each of the following: audits involving Financial Institutions, Insurance, 
Broker Dealers (PCAOB), Construction, Manufacturing, Health Care, Gov-
ernment, Not-for-profits, & Employee Benefit Plans; Generally Accepted 
Auditing Standards (GAAS); SEC-registered company audit standards; 
Sarbanes-Oxley compliance; evaluation of internal control systems; audit 
planning & execution; applying analytical techniques to verify audited data; 
identification of accounting misstatements; preparing financial statements 
& footnotes according to GAAP principles; IDEA, ProSystem fx Engage-
ment, Excel, Word & Powerpoint software; Critical thinking skills; Effective 
Leadership skills. Overtime required. Multiple Openings. Send CV & cvr 
ltr to Missy Judice, Postlethwaite & Netterville, APAC, 8550 United Plaza 
Blvd. Ste. 1001, Baton Rouge, LA 70809 within 30 days & refer to Job 
#15057 to be considered. EEOE

Buying or Selling 
A Service?

The Classifieds is the 
place to do it.

Call 225.775.2002

CLASSIFIED ADS WORK! Place your Ad in front of our diverse readership . 
Our readers are always looking for new shopping experiences and great deals

Call to place your ad TODAY! 225.775.2002

For legals, please call the 
Classified Department at (225) 225.775.2002

or email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

SELL YOUR CAR - 1 month for $80 ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS - 1 month for $150 ADVERTISE ON 247praiseradio.com

TRAVEL AGENTS WANTEDUpgrade Your 
Resume Soft 

Skills Training
As little as 8 minutes a day

COURSES INCLUDE: 

GetSoftSkills.com
Tuition only $29/month

• Leadership 
• Prospecting
•  Appointment Setting
• Sales
• Closing
• Team Building
• Winning Attitude

• Time Management
• Improving Focus
• Customer Service
•  Creative and  

Critical Thinking
• Business Etiquette

SALES PERSONS 
The Weekly Press, Baton Rouges’ oldest muti-cultural community news-
paper is building a diverse sales team . We  are seeking sales personnel to 
service the Baton Rouge, Baker and surrounding areas who are looking to 
earn an above average income . The right person must be a team player, 
professional, aggressive, creative, earnest, able to think outside of the 
box, have reliable insured transportation, committed to working and great 
communication skills .  Contact Mr . Walter Dixon at (225) 775-2002 for ap-
pointment and interviews .

The Weekly Press
An Equal Opportunity Employer

BATON ROUGE, LA – The 
Southern University College of 
Business is hosting its Fourth 
Economic Development Ad-
ministration (EDA) University 
Center Annual Conference en-
titled “Advancing Economic and 
Entrepreneurial Development in 
Disaster Recovery:  the Role of 
Talent, Innovation and Place in 
Building Community Resiliency.” 

The conference will be held 
June 15-17, 2017 at the College of 
Business, Room 313 T.T. Allain 
Hall, on Southern University’s 
campus. The registration cost is 
$25.

It will feature local and 
nationally recognized scholars, 
business and community leaders 
who will share their expertise on 
disaster recovery and strategies in 
fostering economic and entrepre-
neurial development in disaster 
recovery.

Some of the featured speak-
ers are Mr. Scott Burgess, Federal 
Disaster Recovery Officer with 
FEMA; Mr. David Dodd, EDA, 
Economic Recovery Support 
Function; Ambassador James A. 
Joseph, former U.S. Ambassador 
to South Africa and Chairman of 
the Board, Louisiana Disaster Re-
covery Foundation during Hur-
ricane Katrina; Dr. Ralph Christy, 
Professor of Emerging Markets 
and Director of the International 
Institute for Food, Agriculture, 
and Development at Cornell 
University; Lt. General Russel 
Honore’ (Retired) Emergency 
Preparedness Expert; and Ms. 
Madhu Beriwal, President and 
CEO IEM.  Topics include: (1) 
Louisiana Flood Disasters Status 
Update on Flood Recovery Ef-
forts for Louisiana; (2) the Role 
of Philanthropy in Leadership 
Development: What can be done 

to enhance Strategic Investment 
for Disaster Recovery in Building 
Resilient Communities: Lessons 
from Katrina and the 2016 Great 
Baton Rouge Flood and (3) En-
trepreneurship Opportunities in 
Disaster Recovery. The target 
audience consists of business 
and community economic devel-
opment professionals, business 
owners, small business develop-
ment professionals, government 
officials, chamber of commerce 
professionals, entrepreneurs, 
investors, faculty, students and 
anyone else who is interested in 
learning more about leadership 
and business opportunities in 
disaster recovery.

“This conference provides 
participants the opportunity to re-
evaluate economic objectives in 
light of vulnerabilities to disaster; 
and to establish innovative strat-
egies and action steps to make 
progress toward long-term recov-
ery.” said Dr. Donald Andrews, 
Dean of the College of Business 
and coordinator of the conference. 

The College of Business 
EDA University Center and the 
Southern University Law Center 
host the conference.  The program 
runs from 7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
June 16 and 8:30 a.m. until 3:15 
pm on June 17.  It kicks off on 
June 15 at 5:30 pm with a ses-
sion at the Southern University 
Law Center on the Role of Health 
Care in Economic Development 
in Room 130, followed by a wel-
come reception also at the South-
ern University Law Center, A. A. 
Lenoir Hall Atrium, Roosevelt 
Steptoe Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 
70813 at 7:00 pm– 8:30 pm. 

To register, go to www.sub-
runiversitycenter.org or call 225-
921-3890 (C) or 225-7715954 
(O).

Southern University College of 
Business Hosting Fourth Annual 
Economic Development Conference

Baton Rouge, Louisiana – Red 
River Bank is making a commit-
ment to work to financially em-
power the communities they serve, 
by offering all the tools needed 
to become financially savvy and 
self-sufficient, through a variety 
of hands-on educational oppor-
tunities.

“The key to financial success 
lies in educating our local com-
munities, schools and businesses.  
Realizing this, we have joined 
resources with our community 
development and outreach pro-
grams to make these educational 
opportunities accessible to every-

Red River Bank 
University to Offer 
Community-wide 
Opportunities 
for Financial 
Empowerment

BATON ROUGE, LA  - 
More than 5 million homes and 
businesses are covered by the 
National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram (NFIP), and nearly half 
a million of those are in Loui-
siana. With the program set to 
expire September 30, Congress 
is looking at options to extend 
and improve it.

 The latest proposal comes 
from six U.S. Senators from 
both sides of the aisle, led by 
Louisiana Senator John Ken-
nedy and New Jersey Senator 
Bob Menendez. “The people 
of Louisiana and the Ameri-
can people deserve a National 
Flood Insurance Program that 
looks like somebody designed 
the thing on purpose,” said 
Kennedy in a press confer-
ence with reporters.

The bill, introduced by 
the senators, is called the 
Safe National Flood Insurance 

Reauthorization Act. Primarily, it 
would extend the program for six 
years, cap premium increases at 10 
percent for homeowners, and save 
an estimated $750 million per year.

Kennedy says the savings will 
be collected in two ways. First, 
the bill suspends the program’s 
annual $400 million debt interest 

payment. Second, it caps a com-
mission paid to private insurance 
companies who administer the 
program. The money saved, ac-
cording to Kennedy, can be used 
to update flood mapping with more 
advanced and accurate technology, 

Kennedy Bill Aims to Renew National 
Flood Insurance Program for 6 Year

See BILL, on page 12

See RED RIVER, on page 12
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Telephone: (225) 926-0246 • Facsimille: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174

Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Order Of Services
Sunday Worship .....................................................11:30 A.M.
Holy Communion ...............................3rd Sunday 11:30 A.M.
Sunday School .........................................................9:30 A.M.
Bible Study ...............................................Thursday 7:00 P.M.

VISIT US ONLINE @www.theweeklypress.com

THE KINGDOM OF GOD CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

10132Florida Blvd.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70815
Telephone: 225-272-9755
Fax: 225-272-9754
Cell: 225-603-2711
E-mail: maxie111@cox.net
Lee Dell Maxie, Pastor

“Spreading the message of the Kingdom of God while 
building on a foundation of love”

Sun. Worship 10 am • Tue. Bible Study 7pm • 2nd & 4th Sun. Broadcast 8am WXOK

Greater Mount Carmel  
Baptist Church Of Scotlandville

1414 Sora Street • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone: 225-775-7372 • Fax: 225-774-1767

Website: www.gmcbc.org
Reverend Clee E. Lowe, Pastor

Sunday Morning Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45am
Lord’s Supper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4th Sunday
Sunday School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30am
Mid-Morning Prayer Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wed . 10:30am
Prayer Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wed . 6:00pm
Bible Study  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wed . 6:30pm

Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of 

some is; but exhorting one another: and so 
much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

NEW RISING SUN
BAPTIST CHURCH
16444 Highland Road • Baton Rouge, LA 70810

Church: 225.302.5062
Home: 225.654.8947 • Cell: 225.572.7036

Sunday School .........................................11:00 am
Worship .....................................................12 Noon
Communion ......................................... 4th Sunday
Bible Class Tuesday ................................. 7:00 pm
Saturday Prayer Service ............................7:30 am

Bishop Ernest Mills
& Evangelist Yvonne Mills

EBENEZAR 
BAPTIST CHURCH

401 East Avenue 
P. O. Box 490 • Slaughter, LA 70777

Telephone: 225-654-4614

ORDER OF SERVICE
Communion Service ........ 3rd Sun.9:00am
Sunday School ...... 10:00am except 3rd Sun.
Sunday School .............3rd Sun. at 8:00am

Pastor Marvin 
A. Moore

LITTLE ROCK 
BAPTIST CHURCH

1298 Midway Road
P. O. Box 490 • Slaughter, LA 70777

Telephone: 225-654-4614

ORDER OF SERVICE
Communion Service ...... 1st Sun. 11:00am
Sunday School .............................10:00am
3rd & 4th ................ Regular Sun. 11:00am

Pastor Marvin 
A. Moore

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday School ........................................................................... 8:00am
Church Service  .......................................................................... 9:00am
Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

RELIGION
Camphor Memorial United 

Methodist Church is celebrating 
100 years on Sunday, June 25, 2017 
at the 10:55 worship service.  The 
theme for the Centennial Celebra-
tion: “Celebrating One Hundred 
Years of God’s Grace and Witness-
ing for Jesus Christ”.

Centennial Events: Ecumeni-
cal Services, Gospel Fest, Christ 
Outside the Walls, When Camphor 
was “En Vogue” on Easter Sunday, 
Centennial Banquet at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Southern University Cotillion 
Ballroom and the Poetry Writing 
Contest.

The One Hundred Centennial 
Celebration is scheduled on Sun-
day, June 25, 2017 at the 10:55 a.m. 
Worship Services at Camphor Me-
morial United Methodist Church 
located at 8742 Scenic Highway 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

 For further information, con-
tacat Mada McDonald, Publicity 
Chair at 225-343-7692 or 225-936-
5922 or 225-775-4106

Camphor Memorial 
Celebrates Centennial

By Dr. James L. snyDer
 
So that you know, I am not 

suspicious (knock on wood). I 
take a rather practical approach 
to life and try my best not to get 
bent out of shape.

Tuesday I was engaged in 
a “project,” when the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage came 
and brought me an apple fritter. 
“I thought,” she said rather cheer-
fully, “that you could use an apple 
fritter.”

I smiled most graciously, 
thanked her and enjoyed the apple 
fritter like I enjoy every apple 
fritter I eat. It was the highlight of 
my afternoon, I can tell you that.

Then Wednesday came 
around and in the middle of a 
project in the afternoon, my wife 
came in and said, “Here, I thought 
you might enjoy an apple fritter 
for today.”

Without thinking, I took it, 
smiled and thanked her most gra-
ciously for this afternoon treat. 
Nothing bolsters my day more 
than a warm apple fritter.

I did not think much of it, 
because you should just enjoy 

your day and whatever blessings 
come, like an apple fritter, just 
enjoy it to the best of your ability.

Then on Thursday, the in-
conceivable happened.

“Here,” my wife said most 
cheerfully, “I thought you would 
enjoy an apple fritter for the af-
ternoon.”

I did not know what to do 
or say. I put on a greasy smile, 
accepted the apple fritter, nodded 
my head and said, “Thank you.”

For her to bring me three 
apple fritters in a row, knowing 
that she does not like apple frit-
ters, caused me to rethink the 
whole situation. Why, for ex-
ample, was she doing this? What 
was she expecting from me in 
return? How much trouble am I 
really in now?

All of these questions 
jammed my brain so that I could 
think of nothing more.

Has she come over to my 
side concerning these apple frit-
ters? Or, was she setting me up 
for something?

As I slowly munched on the 
third apple fritter, my mind went 
a million miles an hour. My mind 

was going so fast I almost could 
not enjoy the apple fritter. Never 
fear, I took the time to enjoy the 
apple fritter, then I resumed my 
suspicious thinking.

The first thing I thought 
about Friday morning when I 
got up was the suspicious apple 
fritters. Was she going to bring 
me another apple fritter today? 
Would I find out today the scheme 
behind this apple fritter scenario?

Friday afternoon as I was 
involved in some work my wife 
passed by and said, “How’s ev-
erything going? You getting some 
work done?” I nodded and she 
continued walking without pre-
senting me with an apple fritter.

To this day, she has never 
mentioned the apple fritter sce-
nario. I, loving life in all its ame-
nities, have never questioned her 
about it. What she meant by it and 
what was happening, I probably 
will never know.

Thinking about this I was re-
minded of what David once said, 
“This is the day which the Lord 
hath made; we will rejoice and 

Two In A Row Okay, But Three Is Suspicious

See SUSPICIOUS, on page 12
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one in the community, not just 
the Red River Bank customer”, 
says David Thompson, Baton 
Rouge Market President.  

Members of the Red River 
Bank team are sharing their 
years of experience in four key 
focus areas:

• Bringing financial educa-
tion directly to the schools to 
educate and prepare children 
and youth for successful money 
management 

• Bringing financial edu-
cation to the workplace with 
financial “Lunch and Learn” 
series

• Improving financial ac-
cess to everyone in our com-

munities by offering home 
ownership and credit seminars

• Empowering communi-
ties and customers with the facts, 
tools and resources they need to 
bank more securely.

“Our goal is to empower 
everyone in our community with 
the knowledge to learn how to 
engage in financially responsible 
behaviors, such as saving, home 
ownership and managing their 
credit score”, says Karen Boss, 
Retail Market Manager. 

Evelyn Jones the Marketing 
Director for Red River Bank can 
be reached at ejones@redriv-
erbank.net or by calling her at 
318-561-5903 

always excited to see him grow 
as a player,” James told reporters 
during his media session between 
Games 3 and 4 back in Cleveland.

It’s been five years since 
James won his first NBA cham-
pionship as a member of the Miami 
Heat, at the expense of Durant’s 
Oklahoma City Thunder in 2012. 
During his postgame news con-
ference on Monday night, James 
recalled the sensation of breaking 
through that Durant’s now feeling.

“It’s a great feeling,” James 
said. “When you’re able to work 
hard, you’re able to put in the work 
and accomplish a feat like that, it’s 
something that we all dream about. 
Growing up in our inner cities, a 
lot of hard work and through high 
school, through college, if you went 
to college, and through the NBA, 
you always hope that you will be 
in a position to be able to not only 
compete for a championship but 
win a championship, and it’s a great 
feeling.”

As you might expect, of 
course, James would’ve vastly 
preferred the alternative.

“Well, I’m not happy he won 
his first. I’m not happy at all,” 
James said. “But at the end of the 
day, from when I played him in 
the 2012 Finals to now, like I said, 
experience is the best teacher in 
life, and he’s just experiencing 
and experiencing and experienc-
ing. And it also helps when you are 
able to experience some things with 
this team, as well. He felt like he 
needed to reassemble and reassess 
his career and come here.”

James likened the experience 

to a different, much more personal 
first.

“Getting that first champion-
ship, for me, was like having my 
first son,” James said. “It was just 
a proud moment, something that 
you never, ever forget. And at the 
end of the day, nobody can — no 
matter what anybody says from 
now on in your career or whatever 
he or she say, they can never take 
away from you being a champion. 
That’s something that they are al-
ways going to speak about, about 
you. It may be, like, the last thing 
they may say, but they are always 
going to have to say that you’re a 
champion.”

Now, they’ll have to say it 
about Kevin Durant. And they’ll 
have to say that, when it happened, 
LeBron James was front and center, 
ready to show his respect for a job 
well done.

“[James is] the only person 
that I was looking at since 2012,” 
Durant told ABC’s Doris Burke on 
the court after Game 5. “He’s the 
only one I looked at and said, ‘He’s 
the only guy who could look me 
eye-to-eye.’ I knew it was going 
to be a battle. I just tried to chal-
lenge him. He averaged a damn 
triple-double, man. You can’t stop 
the guy. But we battled.”

And with the Warriors and 
Cavaliers both looking poised to 
retain their spots atop their respec-
tive conferences, that battle might 
just be getting started.

“I told him, ‘We tied up now,’ 
and we gonna try to do this thing 
again,” Durant said.

 SPORTS

CUSTOMER SAVINGS
Entergy Louisiana delivers some of the most affordable rates 

in the country. With rates more than 30 percent below the 

national average, our customers save money and our region 

attracts new industry. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Community is at the heart of everything we do. That’s why we 

do more than just provide reliable electricity. We help our 

communities flourish. We employ over 4,000 people across 

Louisiana who are committed to serving the communities 

where we live and work.   

FUTURE GROWTH
As Louisiana grows, Entergy Louisiana is committed to 

powering that growth. Last year, we invested over a billion 

dollars, while maintaining some of the most affordable rates 

in the country. These investments help stimulate our economy, 

create jobs, and provide clean, reliable and affordable energy 

for years to come.

Learn more about our plans for Louisiana at wepowerlife.com.
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affordable energy for generations to come.
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and help prevent flooding in the 
first place by paying for flood 
mitigation projects.

“We’re going to do it 
through programs like low inter-
est loans for people who want to 
elevate their homes. We’ll fund 
flood walls, we’ll fund levees,” 
said Kennedy.

The bill also gives FEMA 
the authority to fire consultants, 
engineers, or contractors hired 
by private insurance compa-
nies who “act in bad faith,” or 
act in a way that purposefully 
hurts the NFIP, by doing things 
such as filing false information 
about flood damage. However, 
Kennedy admits the plan will 
likely face opposition in Con-
gress, particularly among leaders 
whose states do not experience 
frequent flooding.

LSU Law Professor Ed-
ward Richards, who has exten-
sive knowledge of the NFIP, has 
his own criticisms. “If you’re 
concerned about incentivizing 
high risk construction, about 
dealing with repetitive loss 
properties, it’s a disaster,” said 

Richards.
Richards says the current 

NFIP encourages development 
in high risk areas, which only 
leads to more damage when di-
saster strikes. He believes any 
reform should also limit new 
building in flood zones. “You 
sort of have to look at the human 
suffering that comes when you 
fool people into thinking that 
where they live is safe by giv-
ing them a permit to build by 
subsiding their flood insurance,” 
said Richards.

To his critics, Kennedy says 
under the right circumstances, 
flooding can strike anywhere, 
which is why the NFIP is im-
portant. “There are some sena-
tors who represent states who 
have not had a flood disaster 
yet, but as I’ve explained to 
my colleagues, your day may 
come,” said Kennedy.

Louisiana Senator Bill Cas-
sidy filed his own bill that ex-
tends the NFIP for 10 years and 
moves more towards privatized 
insurance options.

Bill from page 10

Red RiveR from page 10

be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).
I do not know the story 

behind the apple fritters, but I 
certainly rejoice in those apple 
fritters.

Dr. James L. Snyder is pas-
tor of the Family of God Fel-

lowship, 1471 Pine Road, Ocala, 
FL 34472. He lives with his 
wife in Silver Springs Shores. 
Call him at 352-687-4240 or 
e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net. 
The church web site iswww.
whatafellowship.com.

suspicious from page 11

Just before the final buzzer 
sounded on the Golden State War-
riors‘ championship-clinching 
Game 5 win over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers at Oracle Arena on 
Monday night — just as Kevin 
Durant was about to become an 
NBA champion for the first time 
in his illustrious 10-year profes-
sional career — the first one on the 
scene to congratulate the soon-to-
be-named Finals MVP was none 
other than his longtime rival and 
Finals opponent, LeBron James.

Just as he’s been in the past 
two NBA Finals matchups between 
the Cavs and Warriors, James was 
undeniably brilliant in this series, 
averaging 33.6 points, 12 rebounds 
and 10 assists per game — mak-
ing him the first player in league 
history to average a triple-double 
in the Finals — while shooting 
a sterling 56.4 percent from the 
floor. And Durant went toe-to-toe 
with him, averaging 35.2 points 
per game on 55.5 percent shooting 
from the field, 47.4 percent shoot-
ing from 3-point range, and a 92.7 
percent mark from the free-throw 
line, capped by a scintillating 39-
point performance in the clinching 
Game 5.

“With all the success that he’s 
gotten throughout his career, I’ve 
always been proud of him and I’m LeBron James and Kevin Durant embrace after the Warriors’ title-clinching Game 5 win. 

LeBron James Was The First One To Congratulate 
Kevin Durant On His First NBA Title


