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GRAHAM McKENZIE OAM BURSARY 
 

Summary: 
 
The ‘Graham McKenzie OAM Bursary’ is to be an annual WBC Branch award that is 
announced at the WBC Branch Annual Dinner. A perpetual shield/plaque is to be struck, 
with the recipient of the award to be given a plaque/trophy (to keep), an embroidered polo 
shirt and a monetary scholarship ($250). The recipient is to use the monetary scholarship 
($250) towards attending either the State or National Youth Leadership Development 
Camp/Program (or similar) conducted in the ensuing surf life saving season. 
 
The perpetual shield/plaque will be engraved with the recipient’s name and Club, and shall 
remain on display in the WBC Branch Office. 
 
This Bursary is designed to recognize our members, aged between 17 and 25 years (inclusive) 
who have provided outstanding lifesaving efforts and contributions, and to provide them with 
an opportunity to grow and develop their lifesaving knowledge and skills. The nominee should 
not only demonstrate their involvement in surf life saving patrol activities, but should also 
demonstrate their contributions to the Club in other facets of surf life saving e.g. fundraising, 
training, youth development, etc. The nominee would clearly demonstrate their efforts as 
being above and beyond the normal expectations of a member. It should be noted that this 
award is not to recognise outstanding Surf Sports achievements, but rather is to recognise an 
outstanding, young surf lifesaver. 
 
The Bursary need not be awarded each year, should the Bursary Selection Committee deem 
the quality of applications/nominees to be not of a sufficient standard to be worthy of 
receiving such a prestigious award. 
 
Conditions: 
 

 Upon the recipient or the recipient’s Club paying for the relevant Camp’s nomination 
fee, a reimbursement to the value of the Scholarship ($250) may be claimed from 
the WBC Branch upon presentation of a Tax Receipt for such fees 
 

 Should the recipient not attend a relevant camp/program in the ensuing 12 months 
from receipt of the Bursary, they will not be eligible to claim the Bursary 
reimbursement ($250) unless special dispensation is applied for by the recipient and 
granted by the WBC Branch Executive Committee and the Bursary Selection 
Committee 
 

 A Bursary Selection Committee shall be appointed each year by the WBC Branch 
Executive Committee, and shall comprise three (3) WBC Branch Life Members or 
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others members deemed suitable by the WBC Branch Executive Committee. 
Members of the Bursary Selection Committee are not permitted to be current 
members of the WBC Branch Executive Committee or WBC Branch Council. This 
committee shall be responsible for judging the quality of nominations for the Bursary 
each year and determining the recipient (if applicable). Such a committee, whenever 
possible, is to be chaired by Mr. Warren Massey. 
 

 
Guidelines: 
 

 The WBC Branch shall call for one (1) nomination from each Club within the WBC 
Branch for the Graham McKenzie OAM Bursary 
 

 Each Club is only able to nominate a maximum of one (1) member for the Bursary 
each year 

 

 To be eligible to be selected as the recipient of the Graham McKenzie OAM Bursary, 
the nominee must demonstrate an ability to fulfil the following judging criteria: 
 
(i) Be aged between 17 and 25 years of age; 

  
(ii) Be a current financial and proficient active member (Bronze Medallion 

holder) of their respective SLS Club; 
 

(iii) Complete the relevant nomination form truthfully and in full, supplying all 
additional information requested; 
 

(iv) Be endorsed by their respective SLS Club as an appropriate and suitable 
nominee for the Bursary; 
 

(v) Have a sound knowledge of Surf Life Saving within Queensland and the WBC 
Branch, and show a genuine interest in the activities that Surf Life Saving 
provides; 
 

(vi) Be identified by their Club as being a member with considerable promise 
within the Association;  
 

(vii) Be identified by their Club as a member that has the potential to be a future 
leader of their Club or Branch; 
 

(viii) Be able to be an ambassador for Surf Life Saving within the WBC Branch and 
uphold the proud traditions and legacies left behind by Mr. Graham 
McKenzie OAM; and 

 
(ix) Be available and willing to attend either the State and/or National Youth 

Leadership Development Camp/Program or similar in the ensuing 12 months 
from receiving the Bursary.  


