
Vintage postcards from the
early 1900s show that Quin-
cy’s Maine Street was

adorned back then with a thick
canopy of towering shade trees.

Many of those trees were deci-
mated by an ice storm in 1937. In
later years, disease and drought
killed many other trees and left gap-
ing holes in their place.

Now a grassroots Quincy group
is hoping to rebuild the canopy by
launching a major tree-planting pro-
gram: “Trees for Tomorrow.”

The group’s initial
goal is to plant about
90 trees along Maine
Street between 12th
and 24th, and branch
out from there. But it
also wants to encour-
age residents to plant
trees in other parts of Quincy.

Anne St. John, one of the organ-
izers, said Quincy has long been rec-
ognized as a Tree City USA for its
wealth of trees and ongoing efforts
to enhance the city’s treescape. But
despite these positive steps, she said,
“we’re losing trees faster than we’re
planting them.”

Since 2004, she said, about 600
trees have been planted along Quin-
cy’s public rights of way through a
planting program sponsored by the
city. But during the same period, she
said, the city cut down about 1,075

trees that were dead or dying from
disease or drought.

The Trees for Tomorrow group
hopes to reverse the trend by encour-
aging that trees be planted not only
along city rights of way but also in
backyards, parks, cemeteries and
other public and private places.

The group’s main mission is to
restore the scenic canopy that once
towered over the city’s residential
areas. But it also wants to promote
the environmental benefits of trees,
which create shade, reduce energy

bills, provide wildlife
habitat and produce
oxygen while filtering
carbon dioxide from
the air.

“Just about every-
body we’ve talked to
is for this,” St. John

said. “Everybody in this group feels
like we need to be good stewards of
the Earth and provide for our kids
and our grandkids and make sure
they will have trees.”

The Trees for Tomorrow cam-
paign will begin with a news confer-
ence at 4:30 p.m. Monday near the
Quincy School District’s early child-
hood center, 14th and Maine. Two
trees will be planted at that location
— the former site of the Quincy
Clinic. One tree was donated by the
Quincy Medical Group. The other 
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A new recreation center, a new park on the city’s west side and a system of
trails that encircle the city are all part of the wish list the Hannibal Parks and
Recreation Department Board is developing in its “2020 Vision.”  — PAGE 15A
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PLANNING FUTURE OF HANNIBAL PARKS
Quincy High School golfer Luke Guthrie cements his legacy as the most-decorated
boys high school golfer in Quincy history with his second state title, and leads the
Blue Devils to a second-place finish at the Class 3A tournament.       — PAGE 1B
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Slumberland, DirecTV
Inserts are included in motor and carrier
routes. If you did not receive a copy, call
221-3345 before 10 a.m.

NEWS NEWS MakeMakerr
HAVANA — Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez met for more than

four hours Saturday with ailing leader Fidel Castro, Cuban state televi-
sion reported. Chavez arrived in Havana late Friday for a visit that will
include the airing today of the Venezuelan leader’s weekly radio and
television program from the provincial capital of Santa Clara, where
the Cuban government on Monday marked the 40th anniversary of
the death of revolutionary icon Ernesto “Che” Guevara. The last official image of
Castro was a photograph released late last month, showing him looking more robust
than in some past pictures.

48-Hour 48-Hour FORECASTFORECAST
Today ...

warmer, partly
sunny, high in the
upper 70s, a 50
percent chance of
rain in the evening, low in the mid-50s.
Monday ... cooler, rain likely, high in the
upper 60s, low in the mid-50s. Chance
of rain 60 percent.
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TREES
Some of the trees available to buy 

■ A study shows a 25-year-old
who has completed a John
Wood program can expect to
make $564,240 more during a
lifetime.

By Kelly Wilson

Herald-Whig Staff Writer

Cliff Hancock was tired of working a
minimum-wage job, so he went back to
school and earned an associate’s degree
from John Wood Community College.

He graduated in
May 2006 with an
associate in applied sci-
ence degree in comput-
er-aided design and the
next month was hired
by Knapheide Manufac-
turing Co. as a detail
drafter.

“It’s helped me out a
lot,” Hancock said of
his JWCC education. “I
don’t know what I would have done with-
out it.”

Because of his education and ability to
get a better-paying job, Hancock was able
to buy a house earlier this year, and he and
his wife feel better equipped to provide a 

JWCC
degree
fattens
grads’
wallets

By Christopher Wills

Associated Press Writer

OQUAWKA, Ill. — Barack Obama is
working hard to persuade rural voters in
Iowa farm country
they should support
a big-city black
lawyer with a
strange name.

He has done it
before — three years
ago, in neighboring
Illinois, when he
was running for the
Senate.

Here in little
Henderson County, just across the Missis-
sippi from Iowa, only 30 people voted for

Obama putting
rural experience
to work in Iowa

STORY BY EDWARD HUSAR ■   HERALD-WHIG STAFF WRITER

Thornless Honeylocust October Glory Maple

Village Green Zelkova Red Sunset Maple

TOMORROWfor

Shape: Vase
Height: 50 feet
Spread: 30 feet
Fall foliage: Yellowish-green

Shape: Ovoid
Height: 50-60 feet
Spread: 35-40 feet
Fall foliage: Crimson-red

Shape: Vase
Height: 50-80 feet
Spread: 35-40 feet
Fall foliage: Orange-yellow to red

Shape: Ovoid
Height: 50 feet
Spread: 30-40 feet
Fall foliage: Orange to red

— For a complete list of trees available, see Page 6A —

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
For more information, contact
Anne St. John, advisory board
chairman, at 223-0055, or send
e-mail to: treetmrw@adams.net

See TREES, Page 6A

COMMUNITY COLLEGE IMPACT

Hancock

See JWCC, Page 7A

See OBAMA, Page 7A

INSIDE
Illinois will be watched
closely in the upcom-
ing election. Three
GOP House veterans
are retiring, leaving
key congressional
districts up for grabs.

— PAGE 8A

Castro
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