-y,

J [ofurt [ . ~ etachrazy.  The Sun, Tuesday, August 24, -. /745

': .’,".i.,! D-UP OF DANGEROUS SBIES IN AUSTRALIA REVEALEL 3
DUTCE AIRMEN BXBOUZTED; PLOT 20 AID JAES,

SYDNEY, Monday, - For the first time in Australia death sentences were ore
dered for treasond, after the court martial in 1943, of three Dutgh airmen
who were astated to be implicated in a sensational piu to fly to ;apunan
Serritody and surrender to the ensemy. ;

This was one of many dramatic incidents in a sensational rt?&-up of
suspected spies in Australia which can now be revealed.

The men were arrested while stationed at Canberra late in 1942, and were
subsequen¥ly taken to Melbourne, where they spent a long time under police

The arrest of the men, while causing a mznkiem sensation in Canberra , was
kept secret elsewhere for security reasons.The st can now be 401!
for the first time al whith other instances of the wide variety of secvet
gservice work ecarried in Australia during the war years,.

Bhe three men concerned in The surrender plot had been considered loyal
nationales until their plans were discfosed by another member of their unit.

it was alleged that they were using a wireless set in their plane to trans-

mit messages to the enemy., = ../l ‘

Their plans ineluded a t to an island north of tralia to surrender.

:lux ng ﬁl‘t on the point of taking off,it was dipfosed today, when
,lllbonm a oourt martial found ticm guilty and sentenced them to death

~and szk the executions were carried out in territ outside Aus .
' The presence the men in ®elbourne,after being %%im’u-
known in some circles,and it was generally believed that #hey were eventusil
ally taken away from the Vietorian capital without having ever faced trial.
~ deeurity h:f:iv:::: at one :::p hghthn war w;d up 16 ”1332111-%-
. nese - w (] a spy ring,w was wo Tom one nany 3
inside the Barrier n«f.

one of the almost constant padrols of this,and other islands,securi-
navy officers found the ashes of a camp fire, but no trace of the
campers, They decided to ug‘marby, and then found an empty beer bottle

- bearing a Ja se label. The party,assuming that the campers were al
| . mﬂ‘

; ‘1:% ua.}a re swvalted ,and later arrested them. The Orieantals were al

| exrned.
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