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PLANTING GUIDE 
Installation of new plants & trees in your landscape is an exciting part of any 

landscaping project.  Following the important steps in this guide will help 
your next project result in a success that will last for many years to come. 



STEP 1: 
Make sure you have all the proper 
tools and equipment.  Be sure to 
schedule any delivery of materials 
needed in advance. 
 
Lay out your plants in the design that 
you would like and then start digging. 
Next, incorporate some nutrient rich 
soil into the entire area where you’ll be 
planting. When digging holes for 
shrubs, you’ll want to make sure that 
the hole is at least two to three times 
as wide, leaving the bottom of the hole 
flat and undisturbed. 
 
Once you’ve placed your plant in the 
hole, it should be slightly above grade  
(1 inch or so). Avoid digging holes that 
are too deep. This will hinder the 
plants growth and likely kill them. 
 
 

For plants or shrubs that are in 
buckets, remove them from the 
bucket and core the root ball a few 
times with a knife or shovel on the 
sides to help the roots branch out.  
 
If the plant is balled and burlapped, 
only remove the twine and burlap 
that is on the top of ball. There is no 
need to remove all the burlap 
because it keeps the root ball intact 
and will eventually decompose.  
 
Place the plant in the hole and backfill 
using soil and peat moss. You can 
also add a balanced organic fertilizer 
like “Dry Roots” to the hole to help the 
roots become established. Pat in dirt 
around the root ball (don’t cover root 
ball with dirt) and then make a water 
retaining ring around the shrub. 

STEP 2: 
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Water deeply and thoroughly to 
ensure a healthy start. 
 
Next, add a 2-3 inch layer of mulch 
around the new  planting area. It 
doesn’t matter what kind of mulch 
you use, as long as it’s made from 
bark or the hardwood of a tree. You 
don’t want to use anything that is 
made from processed wood (such as 
recycled pallets). The main purposes 
of mulch are to retain moisture, 
regulate the temperature of the plant 
roots and return nutrients into the 
soil. Of course, it is also aesthetically 
pleasing – so choose the type and 
color that you prefer. 
 
Creating a berm or saucer around the 
new planting will help contain your 
watering efforts where it’s needed. 
Adequate watering is of the utmost 
importance. The new plants will need 
to be watered much more frequently 
than the old established plants. As 
long as the temperature is 85 degrees 
or less, watering the new plants 2-3 
times a week for the first month will 
be sufficient. 
  

After the first month, water 1-2 days  
a week for the next two months. You 
also have to water the plants deeply 
(about five minutes per plant on a 
slow trickle). If the watering is too 
shallow, the plant roots will grow 
close to the surface and dry out 
quickly. You want the roots to grow 
deeper in the soil and establish 
themselves well. If you are lucky 
enough to have an irrigation system, 
it will do all the work for you. Soaker 
hoses are also very useful. 
 
After the plants are established, most 
will need yearly pruning or trimming 
to stay healthy and strong. All 
varieties differ on how and when to 
prune but most flowering shrubs 
should be pruned right after they are 
done flowering. 
 
Refrain from using high strong 
fertilizers for about a year after the 
initial planting. This is because the 
new roots are delicate and could be 
easily burned by the too much 
fertilizer. Just follow the watering 
regimen to give your new plants the 
best chance of success in their new 
home. 
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