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Annual Bash July 2nd… 

     Dinner was accompanied by a con-
cert from Chris Puente and his group 
featuring the Frio Cielo’s own Erin 
Kost. Then members and guests 
danced ‘til the wee hours to the music 
of The Diamondbacks. It was a great 
party—organized by Blanca Busta-
mante—a success in spite of the heat 
and drought. 
     The annual meeting held earlier in 

the day was sparsely attended. Pat 
Lawrence raised the question of 
whether or not non-profit organiza-
tions were allowed to keep much cash 
on hand. Treasurer Juanita Rinche (a 
CPA) explained that the IRS allows 
HOAs to keep considerable balances 
available in order to be able to meet 
unexpected expenses, and Cheryl 
Parkinson added that we are more than 
likely facing considerable expense to 
improve the water system. We have 
been able to create what amounts to an 

emergency fund only because our vol-
unteers have been doing all the work 
of maintaining the Ranch. It was sug-
gested that we set work days so mem-
bers can come and help and by doing 
so maybe get their own pet projects on 
the list. More on workdays and the 
water situation (dire) in following sec-
tions. The budget was approved and 
the new directors were elected. Check 
the list on page 3 to see who won. 

Wells Going Dry, Concan on 
Emergency Status… 
     The Concan Water Supply Corpora-
tion has issued the following mandatory 

rules: One short shower per day. No ve-
hicle washing. No above ground pools of 
any kind, No adding water to existing 
pools. Report leaks. No outside watering. 
They promise to fine violators. 
     The Frio Cielo has operated on the 
honor system. Most members with gar-
dens either have rain barrels or are 
pumping directly from the river, and 
there is only one above ground pool on 
the Ranch. Unfortunately, there are a few 
owners who perhaps do not realize how 
serious our situation actually is or as-

sume that one bad act justifies another. It 
doesn’t. Please do not fill that pool, do 
not wash that dusty car, do not linger in 
the shower. Call Jim, JW, or a board 
member if you spot a leak. The drought 
is real and it is serious.  
 

Work Day Set for Labor Day 
Weekend… 
     Meet at the barn at 9:00 am, Saturday,  

September 3rd. While you are there 
check out the work Jim and JW have 
done on the antique fence adjacent to the 
barn area—it looks spectacular. 
     If you have tree trimming tools bring 
them along. And don’t forget a bottle of 
water—it is HOT. Board members will 
provide lunch for the volunteers at the 
Ranch house and we’ll have the AC go-
ing to cool you down. 
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Donation to RWVFD In-
creased to $1,000… 
     The drought and extremely high 

temperatures increase our fire danger 
exponentially. We are fortunate to have 
a truck and several first responders 
right here on the Ranch. Members 
voted at the annual meeting to increase 
our annual donation to $1,000. 
      During a discussion of the burn ban 
and barbecue fires the Fire Chief ex-
plained that if someone starts a fire 
(even by accident) they are responsible 
for all the damage and the ensuing 
costs. Something to consider. 
 

Rummage Sale to Benefit En-
try Project Rousing Success 
     Members donated and buyers came. 
We hit the goal—thanks to an anony-
mous donor and the rummage sale. 
Work on the entry begins immediately 
so be prepared for a surprise on your 
next trip to the Ranch. 

Ranch Host Update… 
     In her yearly report FCRA presi-
dent, Cheryl Parkinson, explained that 
we had had only one applicant for the 
job of Ranch Host. The Board decided 
that the last time we hired a Ranch 
Host with only one applicant it did not 
work out well so we would like to have 
more applicants before we make a deci-
sion. If you know someone who might 
like the job ask them to send a resume 

to the FCRA, 10 Turkey Trot Road, 
Uvalde, Texas 78801. 
 

Vandalism & Reckless Joy-
riding… 
     We’ve had some problems this last 
year with vandalism and unlicensed 
teen drivers using Ranch roads as their 
personal raceway. Unfortunately, the 
kids can’t be ticketed for driving with-
out licenses on private property (all the 

FCR roads are private property) but if 
you see this dangerous behavior on the 
County road please take down the de-
tails (make of car, license if you can 
read it, and description of driver) and 
call 911. You may save a life. And, if 
you notice any suspicious behavior 
while you are on the Ranch please alert 
a neighbor or, if the behavior warrants, 
call the Sheriff. 

Our birds and wildlife are stressed by 
the prolonged drought and the ab-
sence of normal food supplies. If you 
can feed them while you are here they 
will reward you with great “watching.” 
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Viviana Bustamante Selected to Represent 
Uvalde (and the FCR) at Prestigious Con-
ference—We Can Help… 
     Viviana, daughter of Blanca and Javier Bustamante is 
an honor student. She was nominated by her teacher, se-
lected by the Council, and received the following invita-
tion: 

     “In Honor of Your 
Academic Achievement and Leadership Ability 

The Congressional Youth Leadership Council 
Cordially Invites You to Participate 

In the 
National Young Leaders State Conference” 

 
     There are expenses involved that must be paid by the 
end of August. Let’s cheer Vivi on and help her attend the 
conference by donating to Viviana Bustamante, HCR 32, 
Box 136U, Uvalde, TX 78801. 
 

One of the Few Pluses of the Drought are 
Abundant Bird and Critter Sightings… 
     Among the normally shy birds mobbing our feeders 
are the spectacular painted buntings. No, alas, I do not 
have a photograph on hand but I believe Diane put one on 
the web site. The female is a brilliant yellow green. The 
male has bright red underparts with a blue head, and lime 
green on his back. If you impale half an orange on or near 
your feeder you will be rewarded by visits from our 
golden fronted woodpeckers.  They seem to be fruit junk-
ies. Orioles love grape jelly and tiny finches will carpet a 
feeder filled with nyger seeds. 
     The deer will appreciate any vegetable or fruit scraps 
left from dinner. At my house they jump up on the deck to 

see if the cats left any dry food in their bowl—they also 
denuded the planters. Food is in such short supply that 
normally “deer resistant” plants disappear overnight.  



FCRA 

10 Turkey Trot Rd. 

Uvalde, Texas 78801 

Inside: 
 

Workday Set for Saturday, September 3rd.  
         
Wells In Canyon Going Dry—Concan Declares Emergency 
Status re Water Usage 
 

Rummage Sale a Success. Entry Project Closer 
 
Burn Ban Still in Effect—Fire Chief Says if You Cause a Fire, 
Even Accidentally, You Pay for Damage. 
 

See You the 3rd—Lunch at the Ranch House 

Help Us Save—Let us Send You the Newsletter Electronically 
Email diane@frio-cielo.org 




