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The FCRA annual meeting was held on July 5, 2014 and it was a great success!  
Annual Meeting
 The Frio Cielo Ranch Association annual 
meeting was held on July 5 in the ranch pavilion.  It was  
a successful meeting covering a number of important 
topics.   

President’s Report
 FCRA President Darrell Wolff welcomed all 
members who attended the meeting and thanked 
everyone for their participation and interest in FCRA 
affairs.  It’s great to see such interest in our 
homeowner’s association!
 Darrell thanked all the volunteers who came out 
to help at the FCRA work day in late June--cleaning 
things up around the ranch and getting ready for the 
annual meeting.  We know folks have busy lives and the 
Association is grateful for any time people give to our 
organization.  
 The cedar clearing project is finished for the 
time being.  There may be a need from time to time to 
remove cedar trees on a case-by-case basis if roadways 
are blocked or water lines impeded.  We thank those 
who came out to help with this necessary ranch 
maintenance.  
 The records storage building built by Tommy 
Parkinson and our tireless volunteers is nearly 
complete.  The only thing left to do is the electrical 
work which Tommy will do this coming fall as time 
allows in his schedule.  We owe Tommy and the 
volunteers who participated a huge thank you for taking 
on this project!  Thank you Tommy!  When complete, 
we will now have a place to store FCRA records and 
extra supplies for the bathhouse.  
 The lawsuit filed by Dan and Pat Lawrence 
against the Association has been resolved.  Based on 
this incident, it is worth noting how important it is to let 
the Treasurer (or any board member) know when you as 
a member sell one (or all) of your lots.  Notifying us 

insures the Association’s records accurately reflect 
correct and up-to-date lot ownership.  
 The board will continue to review the deed 
restrictions and attempt to clarify those that are 
particularly confusing or unclear.  On this note, there 
has been much misinformation disseminated about the 
FCRA board’s position and action on our review of the 
Modified Deed Restrictions.  These deed restrictions 
were written in September 1979, nearly 35 years ago.  
How much life has changed in 35 years!  The FCRA 
Board of Directors ONLY seeks to clarify the 
ORIGINAL deed restrictions, never to change their 
original intent.  We are only attempting to make the 
deed restrictions more enforceable which will only 
enhance the property values of everyone who owns a lot 
at the FCRA.  For everyone’s convenience, we have 
included links to the original FCRA Articles of 
Incorporation, ByLaws, Amended ByLaws and 
Modified Deed Restrictions at the end of this newsletter.  
 A heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers who 
helped at this year’s picnic~~ the carpenters, painters, 
cleaners, game coordinator, BBQ master and everyone 
else who helped make the picnic and games a success!  
 A special shout out goes to Denise Musquez for 
her strong help with the picnic.  The FCRA is an 
organization made up solely of volunteers and we value 
each and every one of you.  Dan Forrester did a 
splendid job of leading the egg toss.  It was fun with 
only a few people feeling the hit of an egg!  Thank you 
Denise & Dan!  And congratulations to all the winners 
of the games!  We understand the competition was 
pretty fierce :-)
 We are so pleased that everyone had a great time 
at the annual meeting and picnic!  But it bears noting 
there was a lot of trash left behind after the picnic.  As a 
courtesy to the Association, we ask that when gathering 
for the annual meeting, or any potluck dinner at the 
pavilion, please remember to take your trash with you 
when you leave.  Our volunteers thank you!
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The following four individuals were elected to serve 
on the 2014-2015 FCRA Board of Directors:  
Patricia Barbour, Jane Huffstickler, Doug Addington, 
Larry Woodruff.  They join current board members 
Joe Allred, Juanita Rinche, Yvonne Farrar, Darrell 
Wolff and Diane Smith.  Officers are:  Darrell Wolff, 
President; Jane Huffstickler, Vice President; Juanita 
Rinche, Treasurer; and Diane Smith, Secretary. 
Thank you to all who ran for the board!  We 
sincerely appreciate your interest in the governing of 
our homeowners association.

Vandalism at the Ranch
Sadly, there has been more vandalism at the Frio 
Cielo.  This time to Association property.  In late 
July, one of the security cameras that monitors the 
entrance to the ranch was smashed by vandals.  The 
same evening the bathhouse was trashed and some  
very ugly graffiti was painted in red spray paint on 
the concrete floor of the ranch pavilion.  The 
sheriff’s department was contacted immediately and 
a report was filed.  

 It took our volunteers many hours to clean up 
the mess. There is an ongoing investigation and until 
the matter is resolved and the mess completely 
cleaned up and repaired, the bathhouse will be 
locked.  

If you have any information, either direct or indirect, 
as to the circumstances surrounding this incident

please contact Deputy Gilbert Valdez, the Uvalde 
County Sheriff investigating the case.  His cell 
phone:  830.275.1705 or 830.278.4111.

Approved Budget
The following budget was voted on and approved at 
the annual meeting:

FCRA Approved Budget 2014-2015FCRA Approved Budget 2014-2015

Annual Meeting $350

Electricity 4,500

Insurance 3,200

Legal and Professional Feeds 1,200

Office Expense 700

Community Support-RWVFD 1,000

Petty Cash 50

Property Tax 1,000

Ranch Maintenance 2,400

Telephone and Internet 1,600

Water System - TCEQ 1,000

Water System - Repair & Maintenance 2,200

Annual Budget Total $19,200
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Assessments
 As part of the Treasurer’s Report at the 
annual meeting, Juanita noted there is $8,065 in 
unpaid assessments.  That’s a lot of money when you 
consider the FCRA’s small operating budget.  As a 
gentle reminder, please pay your assessments on 
time.  If you run into a financial difficulty, give 
Juanita a call or send her an email.  She is willing to 
work with you.  

New Campground Guardians
 Long time FCRA residents Les and Jean 
Koonce have volunteered to be the Association’s 
campground guardians.  Please call them at 
830.232.6088 to make your reservations for the 
campground.

 As you may know, lot owners at the FCRA 
can camp for free at the campground; however, 
guests of owners must pay a fee of $7.50 per night.  
If you have guests come to camp at the ranch 
without you, please remind them they must check in 
with Les or Jean and pay the camping fee.  

 And a note to all campers:  The FCRA does 
not have garbage pick up at the campsites or 
anywhere on the ranch.  When camping, please take 
your trash with you when you leave.  After this 
year’s annual meeting, there was a great deal of trash 
in the campground that had to be hauled off by 
volunteers.  

Nuisance Animals
 This seems to be an ongoing and annoying 
problem --dogs running loose at the ranch.  Our deed 
restrictions call for owners to be responsible for their 
own pets.  Dogs must be contained on the owner’s 
property and dogs not on leashes are not allowed in 
the common areas.  Be respectful of others and 
please keep your dogs under control and contained.   

Volunteers Needed
 Pasture Fence:  The repair of the pasture 
fence is slowly but surely coming along.  JW could 
certainly use some volunteers to help him with this 
laborious project.  If you’d like to help, please call 
JW. 

 Bathhouse Clean Up:  Keeping the bathhouse 
clean and tidy is an ongoing chore.  Pat Barbour and 
Juanita have been doing an excellent job at keeping 
it clean for our guests.  But they can use some help.  
We are trying to get a Volunteer-For-The-Month for 
bathhouse duty.  If you’d like to volunteer for this 
task, please contact Pat B. at tdzena@hctc.net or 
Juanita at jrinche@yahoo.com.  Thank you!

Water
 It wouldn’t be an FCRA newsletter without 
some mention of water use.  Yes, water use continues 
to rise and there is only so much water in the 
Association’s well.  Please continually check your 
property for water leaks and call Jim Moss or JW 
Young immediately if you see a leak on your 
property or any other lot, particularly if it’s a lot 
where you know the owner is absent.  We all must be 
vigilant in the use of this finite resource.  Please visit 
the following link for specific information regarding 
water use: http://frio-cielo.org/Water_Reports.html

Future Projects
 There was some discussion at the annual 
meeting concerning future projects members would 
like to see the Association take on.  Please be 
mindful that we are an organization of volunteers, so 
all these projects will have to be accomplished by 
volunteers.  If there is a project that is near and dear 
to you, consider volunteering to chair a committee to 
research it in detail, cost it out, then present it to the 
board at a future meeting.  We’d love to have more 
volunteers participating in ranch projects!
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  Fence around the ranch house:  Someone 
commented the fence is looking a little ragged and 
could use some repairs and a coat of paint.  

 Fence at the Blue Hole:  Currently there is no 
barrier at the upper cliff over the blue hole.  
Suggestion was made to move large boulders here as 
a barrier since fencing rots and eventually needs to 
be replaced.  

 Upgraded lighting/electrical for the 
campground:  A member noted that the lighting and 
electrical in the campground could use to be updated 
since there are more motor homes using the 
campground as opposed to tents.  This project should 
be done by someone licensed to do electrical work.   

 Dredging the Blue Hole:  This project has 
been brought up several times but is one that needs 
to be carefully researched.  We are dealing with a 
Texas River and there are rules and laws about what 
can and cannot be done when dealing with Texas 
water ways.  There are many things to consider and 
questions that need to be answered before the 
Association undertakes a project of this magnitude.  
Not to mention the cost.  It will likely be very 
expensive.  

 Nature Trails:  Someone thought it would be 
fun to have nature trails throughout the ranch proper 
for hiking and biking.  

 Bluebird houses:  A former board member 
suggested we build bluebird houses and strategically 
place them around the ranch, hoping to attract these 
pretty little creatures or other birds.  There is an 
abundant bird population at the FCRA.  Birders 
come from all over Texas hoping to catch a glimpse 
of the many different species who live in or migrate 
through our community.   

Sale of Lots
	
 It’s important for members to keep the 
Association informed when selling lots.  If you sell 
one or more of your lots, please be sure to let the 
Treasurer know.  She needs to have up-to-date 
information as to who owns what lot(s) so the 
Association’s records remain current for assessments 
and good record keeping. 

Governing Documents
	
 The board thought it would be helpful to 
members to share links to our governing documents 
so members could read these documents for 
themselves, see when they were written and exactly 
what they say.  If you are receiving this newsletter is 
paper copy, please type this first link into your 
browser:
http://frio-cielo.org/Governing_Documents.html

http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/
Mod_Deed_Restictions.pdf

http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/
Articles_of_Incorporation.pdf

http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/By_Laws.pdf

http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Amended_Bylaws.pdf

http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/
FCRA_Records_Production_and_Copying_Policy-
Recorded.pdf

http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/
FCRA_Managment_Certificate-Recorded.pdf 

 If you’d like to be added to our e-newsletter 
distribution list, please email us at diane@frio-
cielo.org and we’ll add you to the list.  Rest assured 
your email address will be used only for distribution 
of the official FCRA e-newsletter.  
 The next board meeting will be posted at 
http://frio-cielo.org/Board_Meeting_Schedule.html 
when scheduled.  

http://www.frio-cielo.org
http://www.frio-cielo.org
http://frio-cielo.org/Governing_Documents.html
http://frio-cielo.org/Governing_Documents.html
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Mod_Deed_Restictions.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Mod_Deed_Restictions.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Mod_Deed_Restictions.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Mod_Deed_Restictions.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Articles_of_Incorporation.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Articles_of_Incorporation.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Articles_of_Incorporation.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Articles_of_Incorporation.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/By_Laws.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/By_Laws.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Amended_Bylaws.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/Amended_Bylaws.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/FCRA_Records_Production_and_Copying_Policy-Recorded.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/FCRA_Records_Production_and_Copying_Policy-Recorded.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/FCRA_Records_Production_and_Copying_Policy-Recorded.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/FCRA_Records_Production_and_Copying_Policy-Recorded.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/FCRA_Records_Production_and_Copying_Policy-Recorded.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/FCRA_Records_Production_and_Copying_Policy-Recorded.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/FCRA_Managment_Certificate-Recorded.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/FCRA_Managment_Certificate-Recorded.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/FCRA_Managment_Certificate-Recorded.pdf
http://frio-cielo.org/uploads/FCRA_Managment_Certificate-Recorded.pdf
mailto:diane@frio-cielo.org
mailto:diane@frio-cielo.org
mailto:diane@frio-cielo.org
mailto:diane@frio-cielo.org
http://frio-cielo.org/Board_Meeting_Schedule.html
http://frio-cielo.org/Board_Meeting_Schedule.html


Frio Cielo Ranch Association
10 Turkey Trot
Uvalde, Texas 78001

Frio Cielo Ranch Association 
Official Newsletter 

August 2014 
www.frio-cielo.org  

http://www.frio-cielo.org
http://www.frio-cielo.org

