
Frio Cieo Ranch Association
Board of Directors
Meeting Minutes

September 19, 2009

Meeting was called to order by President, Cheryl Parkinson. Secretary Diane Smith
confirmed a quorum. Board members present: Cheryl Parkinson, Shirley Farley, Juanita
Rinche, Patricia Barbour, Diane Smith, Joe Allred, Yvonne Farrar, Jean Koonce.

Cheryl Parkinson made a minor modification to the agenda by moving the Update on
Lawsuit agenda item to new business under President’s report.

Agenda was then approved by the Board.

Cheryl presented the President’s report.

A. New Business:
1. Cheryl gave an update on the ongoing lawsuit.

a. The FCRA received a draft agreement making the temporary
injunction regarding the discharge of firearms permanent. However,
the draft agreement doesn’t include language addressing the issue of
hunting. Cheryl will contact the attorneys and request they add a
provision banning hunting of any kind within the Frio Cielo Ranch
subdivision. Shirley Farley suggested that the Deed Restrictions be
amended with the Board passing a resolution that there will be no
hunting on the Frio Cielo Ranch subdivision. After review of recent
meeting minutes, such resolution has already been passed and is part
of the enforceable Deed Restrictions.

b. The second part of the documents received from the Court addressed
the cul de sac issue. A survey was done and found that the property in
question did not encroach on FCRA property. The Board conceded
that the defendants did not encroach on FCRA common property.

c. The Defendants have agreed to the no discharge of firearms provision.
d. Once the judge signs the Agreed Permanent Injunction, the temporary

injunctions will be made permanent, thus ending the lawsuit and the
FCRA Board of Directors will have judicial enforcement, through the
courts, of the FCRA Deed Restrictions.

e. However, Gary Butts, a defendant in the lawsuit, died suddenly of a
heart attack. Since he is named as a plaintiff in the lawsuit and must
sign off on the Agreed Permanent Injunction, something will have to
be done legally since he passed away. Cheryl will contact our attorney
about that issue.

2. Cheryl announced there are two FCRA websites.
a. The first one being the official FRCA website, www.frio-cielo.org,

recently modified and maintained by FCRA Secretary Diane Smith
and another new website, www.friocielo.com, the authors are

http://www.frio-cielo.org/
http://www.friocielo.com/
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unknown, but it is a good website also. Cheryl noted that there is a lot
of good information available for Association members on both sites.

3. Break-in on the Frio Cielo:
a. Lot 67, owned by the Bohanans, and rented by Bill Spurgers, was

recently vandalized. The renters reported a broken window and
sneaker tracks near the broken window. There does not appear to have
been a sheriff’s report filed. Although this may be an isolated
incident, it is worrisome that this occurred at all. All members
(owners & renters) need to be more diligent in keeping an eye on their
property as well as their neighbor’s. It was noted that these incidents
need to be reported to the sheriff and a report filed. Doing so
establishes a pattern by compiling information that can be tracked and
analyzed.

4. Cheryl welcomed new board members Blanca Bustamante and Diane Smith.

A. Volunteer Committee report:
a. JW Young addressed the issue of maybe using this drought period as an

opportunity to use heavy equipment to clean out the Blue Hole. The
consensus was that there is no need to do this until after the next major
flood as a flood will change the layout of the river. After the next flood,
this issue can be revisited, but until then, not useful to discuss.

b. With the recent rains (4 ½ inches), the Blue Hole has risen about 18”
c. The springs are running again and filling up the river.
d. JW also presented that there are cedar trees (no oaks) on common FCRA

property that need trimming back from the roads. Volunteers are need for
this project. Anyone interested should contact JW.

e. Oak trees can be trimmed once the cold weather arrives. As far as JW
knows, oak wilt is not in the Frio Canyon but should still be taken into
consideration when trimming oak trees.

B. Water Manager’s Report:
a. Volunteer Water Manager, Jim Moss, was unable to present the Water

Manager’s Report in person. Diane Smith read the report. For details of
the report, please see the website: www.frio-cielo.org/water_reports.html

b. JW Young and Les Koonce performed routine maintenance on the Ranch
water pump system. They bought a new pump unit and put a higher
pressure mechanism on it. The pump now runs 10 pounds more pressure
than previously. It was reiterated that all members should do all they can
to conserve water. JW made the suggestion that owners should consider
putting in tanks to capture rain water. Board member Juanita Rinche
mentioned that for $25, the Uvalde Garden Club will come to one’s home
demonstrate how that can be done. Juanita made the suggestion that the
Board invite a Uvalde Garden Club representative to the FCRA Fall
Festival to do a presentation on water collection. The Board concurred
with this idea and asked Juanita to coordinate this. A comment was made

http://www.frio-cielo.org/water_reports.html
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that the Rest Stop in Sabinal on State Highway 90 has a great example of
rain water collection.

C. Treasurer’s Report:
a. Juanita Rinche passed out Financial Activities and Treasurer’s Reports.

Cheryl asked if the to-date-budget was generally online with expenditures.
Juanita replied that yes, it was, with the exception of being slightly over
budget on the Ranch Maintenance line item and a little over budget on the
Litigation line item.

b. As of 9/19/09, Juanita stated the FCRA financial activities looked good.
c. Liens: The Board is getting ready to put a lien on Lot 67, the Bohanan

property, for nonpayment of dues
d. Discussion ensued on the status of the Contract in Lieu of Foreclosure on

the Evans’ property.
i. After the July 4th meeting, Cheryl and Assistant Treasurer, Pat

Barbour, met with Dawn Evans regarding the contract she was to
have her husband, Eric, sign as the property is in his name.

ii. Mrs. Evans stated she would send the contract to her husband, who
was out of the country, to be signed and notarized.

iii. As of the Board meeting on 9/19/09, the Board did not have the
signed, notarized contract back from Eric Evans. The Board has
received two payments from Mrs. Evans, but no signed contract.

iv. After discussion, it was decided by the Board to deposit the checks
with no signed contract.

v. The Board has the unilateral right to do what it says in the contract,
regardless of whether or not the signed contract has been received.

vi. Discussion ensued and the Board decided that as long as payments
are received, the Board would delay foreclosure. But if the Evans
missed one payment, the Board will institute foreclosure without
notice.

vii. The Board will draft a letter stating such and send to Mrs. Evans.
viii. It was noted that Juanita will not be in the State next month and Pat

Barbour, will be available to receive payments.

D. Hosts’ Reports.
a. Nancy Suarez thanked the Board for the opportunity to be Ranch Host.

She is very happy here and is anxious to get to work. Nancy noted some
people drive very fast on ranch. She asked that residents and guests slow
down and obey speed limits.

b. Nancy noted that she would like to have some storage space as part of
Ranch Hosts accommodations. Shirley suggested using the barn as
storage. Juan Suarez said it was a bit too far removed. Juan would like a
storage room/office. Nancy stated that Javier Bustamante and Juan Suarez
would build the storage facility for free labor if the Association buys
material. Cheryl suggested that the board think about this and put it on the
agenda for next meeting. She asked that the Board think about building
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size, what materials are to be stored, how much record space would be
needed, stand alone building versus attached, etc.

c. Nancy made the suggestion that her husband, Juan, clean out the banks of
the Blue Hold. After much discussion, it was decided to table that
discussion until a later date,

d. Nancy is concerned about spiders at the ranch house. Cheryl said that she
would ask her husband, Tommy, to take a look at what was in the attic.

e. Nancy concluded her presentation.

It was noted that the Suarez’s probationary period expires at the end of September 2009.
Unless steps are taken to remove them as Ranch Hosts, the Suarez’s are given the
permanent position. .

E. Old Business:
a. Sale of tractor:

i. Discussion ensued on what would be the best way to sell the
Association tractor.

ii. Shirley Farley made a motion, seconded by Diane Smith, that the
sale of the tractor be announced in the FCRA newsletter and the
www.frio-cielo.org website. Announcement would include the
make and model of the tractor. Sealed bids would be taken for 30
days from the date of posting.

iii. The tractor would be made available for inspection.
iv. The Board will receive the bids and decide upon the

reasonableness of the offers and make a decision to sell or not sell
the tractor.

b. Sanitary Requirements for Dwellings
i. Discussion ensured regarding amending the FCRA Deed

Restrictions to require sanitary facilities in new dwellings. This
has been a recent problem with guests of an owner digging a trench
to the river and using this as a latrine.

ii. Vice President Farley stated she called the Uvalde County Health
Department and learned that it is a criminal offense to deposit raw
sewage, effluent, etc., on the ground (especially in watershed
areas) whether it is individually deposited or dumped from a
holding tank

iii. The Board sent a letter to the owner whose guests were suspected
of this activity informing them that strong circumstantial evidence
pointed to them as the culprits.

iv. The owner responded that this activity was not done by her or her
guests.

v. The Board cannot retroactively require dwellings to install sanitary
facilities in existing structures.

vi. But according to the recent opinion letter from the attorney, it
appears that the Board can pass Deed Restrictions that are not in
conflict with the existing ones.

http://www.frio-cielo.org/
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vii. Discussion ensued on wording for new requirements for dwellings
regarding sanitary facilities. Cheryl appointed Shirley to head a
committee to research this issue and report to the Board with its
findings.

F. Deed Restrictions
a. The Board reaffirmed that motion was made, seconded and passed in

support of No Hunting of any kind.
b. Shirley suggested that a committee be appointed to review the Deed

Restrictions and report to the Board on ones that may need reviewing.
Cheryl appointed Diane Smith to head that committee. Report due at next
Board meeting.

G. July 4th Picnic Review
a. Blanca Bustamante was not available for a 1st hand report, but it was noted

that although she had people signed up to help her, most bailed at the last
minute which left Blanca to do most of the work, resulting in activities
seeming disorganized.

b. A reminder was noted that if you sign up to help, please honor that
commitment. People are counting on you.

c. The Board commended Blanca for her great work on the picnic.
d. It was also noted that many people brought a large number of guests to the

picnic, but did not bring enough food to feed them all.
e. A reminder was issued that if you bring many people to the picnic (or any

Association event), that you bring enough food to feed your crowd.

H. Fall Festival
a. The Fall Festive is scheduled for November 7, 2009, from 3-6 pm.
b. Events for the Fall Festival are in full swing with a Chili Cook Off and

Corn Bread Cook Off among the slated events.
c. JW Young may be available for hay rides.
d. Additionally, several people have signed up to give demonstrations:

i. Juanita Rinche – tortilla making
ii. Mary Jackson – soap making

iii. Blanca Bustamante – ceramic project
iv. Les Koonce – Dutch oven cooking

e. Blanca Bustamante is in charge of the games.
f. Please check the www.frio-cielo.org website for regular updates
g. It was also noted that volunteers are always needed. And if you sign up to

volunteer, please honor that commitment.

I. Yvonne Farrar – FCRA entry improvements
a. Yvonne made a presentation to the Board to improve the look of the

Ranch entrance by having a metal sign made and affixing it to the
entrance. She passed around a photograph of what she had in mind.

b. To pay for it, she suggested donations from members.

http://www.frio-cielo.org/
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c. JW reminded the Board that the entrance needs to be at least 16’ high;
high enough for motor homes and heavy equipment to drive underneath it.

d. Cheryl asked about cost. The cost of a welded metal animal being about
$195.00, for a 47” piece.

e. Discussion ensued with the Board authorizing Yvonne to proceed with
research for pricing and specifications to present to the Board at the next
meeting.

J. Item off the agenda:
a. Juanita brought up the subject of the recent sudden death on Ranch

grounds. She asked what mechanisms are in place as an emergency
warning system if something drastic happens (fire, sudden illness, etc) and
the phones are out. It was determined that there is nothing in place and the
best thing to do would be to drive around and notify others via verbal
communication.

K. Discussion ensued regarding the next Board of Directors meeting with
November 7, 2009, 9:00 am decided upon as the next meeting date.

a. Cheryl Parkinson made motion to adjourn; Diane Smith seconded,
meeting adjourned.


