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Unanimous Vote—File Suit! 
     At the meeting January 17, 2009, the 
FCRA Board of Directors authorized the fil-
ing of a lawsuit against owners Debra Butts 
Troch (lot 47) and Janice Butts (lot 19), as 
well as Gary Lee Butts and John Hutchings 
(Butts and Troch tenants). The latter two, as 
well as other members of the extended family, 
persist in dangerous and egregious violations 
of our deed restrictions in spite of repeated 
requests to comply. 
     The discharge of firearms (as well as hunt-
ing arrows) in our populated area puts us in 
danger. Especially since these people are not 
crack shots, judging from the number of gut 
shot carcasses found on the Ranch. 
     In your feedback to editor Shirley Farley 
many of you have said you are afraid to let 
your children and grandchildren play in re-
serve areas, to swim in the river, or even to 
walk along the roads. This is unacceptable. 
     Having exhausted all other avenues, Direc-
tors felt they had no option but to file suit, a 
necessary step before asking for a restraining 
order to curtail dangerous behavior. 
     Vice President Shirley Farley was author-
ized to engage Uvalde attorney Paul Tarski to 
begin appropriate legal proceedings. A check 
for $2500 was issued for his retainer. We do 
not know the final cost but whatever it may be 
it is infinitely less than the cost of a life or a 
serious injury. 
     The owners, their guests, and various fam-
ily members have exhibited a pattern of be-
havior or, more correctly, misbehavior, that 
disrupts life in our small community. In addi-
tion to the willful slaughter of the deer we’ve 
turned into pets, they persist in exceeding our 
speed limits, riding ATVs through reserve 

areas including the river bed and turkey nest-
ing grounds (we had very few turkey chicks 
last spring), maintaining a trailer on lot 47 
while building, using abusive language or ges-
tures toward those who attempt to explain our 
rules, and refusing to extinguish fires during 
burn bans. Because of this we will also ask 
that John Hutchings and Gary Lee Butts be 
barred from the Frio Cielo Ranch altogether. 

 

All of you who have offered 
to help with legal fees—now 
is the time. Please send do-
nations to FCRA Legal Fund 
at the Ranch address: 10 
Turkey Trot Road, Uvalde, 
Texas 78801, or hand a 
check to a board member. 
Please—and thank you. 

One of two dead does found a few 
days before the January 17th meet-
ing. The other was gut shot. This 
has become a common occurrence 
at the Ranch. 



Foreclosure Report: 
    On January 9, 2009, Cheryl Parkinson and 
Diane Smith met with attorney Blair Fassberg 
of Allen, Stein & Durbin. The firm specializes 
in law relating to home owner’s associations 
(HOAs). 
     In regard to FCRA owners who are seri-
ously behind in their assessments and who 
have not responded to offers to work with 
them, Fassberg outlined the steps to foreclo-
sure. 
     First the owner will be sent a letter of in-
tent to foreclose. The owner will have ten 
days from the postmark on the letter to pay 
the arrears in order to avoid the added ex-
pense of foreclosure proceedings (or loss of 
property) or, to contact the FCRA treasurer to 
work out a system of payments. 
     The payment option will take the form of a 
binding contract. This will include provision 
for a monthly payment consisting of the cur-
rent monthly assessment plus one-twelfth of 
the balance in arrears. We can provide no 
more than one year for settlement of all bal-
ances owed to the FCRA. If the owner de-
faults on this agreement it will go directly to 
foreclosure without further notice. 
     The firm of Allen, Stein & Durbin will 
handle foreclosure proceedings for us. Their 
fees and all costs will be added to the amount 
owed. 
     The Board has been reluctant to take this 
step but we have a fiduciary responsibility to 
all owners. It is not fair to the majority of the 
owners, who pay when billed, to allow a few 
to skate along at their expense. And, we re-
peat, these are owners who are three years or 
more in arrears and who have not responded 
to requests to work things out. 
 

Deed Restriction Info: 
     Parkinson also reported on information 
concerning our Deed Restrictions discussed at 
the meeting with Fassberg. The Board of Di-
rectors can modify the Restrictions as long as 
the changes do not conflict with the original 
intent. After discussing the report, the Board 
authorized Parkinson to ask for a formal opin-
ion letter from Allen, Stein & Durbin. 

    This letter will tell us whether or not we 
can add a schedule of notices and fines for 
violations. 
     The need for a method of enforcement 
short of filing a lawsuit has been made clear 
by the deer killings and related violations. 

The Ranch put on quite a show 
for fall...below is a red oak in the 
yard of Doug and Barbara Farrar 

Building Plans Now Have an Ex-
piration Date: 
     Some owners have been using plan ap-
provals from years back. In some cases the 
board does not have a record of those approv-
als. The Board unanimously agreed that from 
now on all plans will have an expiration date 
of 12 months. All plans approved before Janu-
ary 2008 are now null and void if construction 
has not already begun—these plans must be 
resubmitted for approval. 
     We also need to streamline the approval 
process. Les Koonce, FCRA building plan 
coordinator, is doing a terrific job but he has 
been handicapped by the process itself and by 
slow response from directors. Plans must be 
submitted to Les, who must vet them, make 9 
copies, and send one copy to each director. 
The directors look them over, approve or dis-
approve and return the plan to Les. Legally, 
we have 30 days from the post mark on the 
plans to complete this procedure or the plans 
are approved by default. 
     Then there is the problem of those who try 
to submit plans by email or who don’t know 
where to send their plans. Continued on page 3  
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We welcome your 
comments and 
news...please! 
 
Email Shirley Farley 
birdwoman2@gmail.com 

Building Plans and Permits….continued 
     Submit all plans in hard copy. Send them to the Frio Cielo 
Ranch Association, 10 Turkey Trot Road, Uvalde, Texas, 78801. 
Mark the envelope either “Att: Les Koonce,” or simply “Building 
Plans.” You may also give the plans to Les in person. As for the 
board, we will try to move faster. Our apologies to Les for drag-
ging our feet and our thanks for his time and expertise. 

Bath House Closed for Winter… 
     We have traditionally closed the bath house every winter in 
order to prevent freeze damage. Unfortunately, last winter, people 
repeatedly walked right past the signs, turned the water and hot 
water heater back on, and left the place in a mess, creating a ton 
of extra work for our volunteers. This winter we locked the doors. 

Video Recording of Meetings Ended… 
     Prior to the meeting Cheryl Parkinson and Joe Allred made a 
personal request of Dan Lawrence. They asked (because of com-
plaints received by the board) if he would refrain from making a 
video recording of the meeting—that audio recording would be 
fine. Dan declined to honor the request, saying that he had prom-
ised copies to people. 
     This was discussed during the meeting. Everyone agreed that 
video recording felt personally invasive. This is the You Tube age 
and videos may be recorded, edited, and used publically and pri-
vately in ways that we would not wish. In addition, no one has 
signed a release to be photographed in this way. The directors 
voted to ban video recording of future board meetings. Audio re-
cordings will be allowed but any recording by a non-board mem-
ber will not be regarded as an official record. 

New Owner’s Package to Be Assembled 
     New owners do not know who to call in case they have no wa-
ter, where to submit building plans, or a number of day-to-day 
things the rest of us take for granted. Joe Allred and Cheryl Park-
inson will be working on a new owner’s package, hoping to pre-
vent mix-ups like the one that occurred in December. 
     Relatively new owners tried to submit plans by email. Things 
went awry and a deck got built before the plans were received and 
approved. Unfortunately, the deck is far too close to the adjacent 
property. The board will ask the owners of both lots to work to-
ward  a mutual agreement; thereafter all parties may petition the 
board for a variance. 

Volunteers Going Strong… 
     JW Young reports that over 12 individuals have contributed 
work in the last few months. Part of the west side creek has been 
cleaned out and cedars are being removed from waterlines and 
trimmed back from roadways. Fences are being repaired and 
roads being maintained with both caliche and river gravel. 

Yea Volunteers! 



 

10 Turkey Trot Road 

Uvalde, Texas 78801 

The Reagan Wells Volunteer Fire and Rescue would like to 
express appreciation to Frio Cielo owners for their cooperation with 

the burn ban. We thank you, and keep up the good work so there will 

be no emergency situation with fires on our Ranch. 

Members of RWFD 
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Please conserve water. The Ranch is seriously dry. We have had virtually 

no rain in the last few months, and water operator Jim Moss says the fore-

cast for 2009 does not look much better than 2008.  If the drought contin-

ues our wells may not be able to meet the demand. Treat our water like the 

precious commodity it is. Thank you. 


