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Assessments – Is your check “in the mail?”
 Assessment invoices were mailed to owners in mid-
January, and most payments were received before the February
28th due date.  Please mail yours, if you haven't already.  Per our
Bylaws, interest will be charged on past due assessments.  Please
contact Treasurer Tony Benetti (830) 232-4605 or Assistant
Treasurer Debby Lawrence (830) 232-6781 if you have any
questions or need to set up a payment arrangement.

Audit 2015-2016
 FCRA Vice President Kim Sturman and members of the
Budget Committee recently completed an audit of the 2015-2016
fiscal year financial records.  This report is required by our
Bylaws and is provided to all FCRA members on the enclosed
insert page.

Before you build, a reminder about Building and Septic
plans
 Per our Modified Deed Restrictions, all owners are
required to submit septic construction plans and building plans to
the FCRA Board for approval before starting any construction.
Sample septic and building drawings are available on the
friocielo.com website.  If you have any questions, please contact
Javier Bustamante, FCRA New Construction Coordinator, at
jbconstruction_1@yahoo.com or 830-232-5144. Larry Woodruff
is the Board Liaison for septic and building plans and can be
reached at (361) 741-2020. The Board of Directors will provide
written approval or disapproval of your plans within 30 days of
submission.

9:00-9:30 AM–Town Hall Meeting
9:45-11:15(Approx.) – Board meeting
Ranch Workday after the meeting –
6:00 PM- Potluck at the Pavilion

• Call meeting to order, establish
quorum, approve Agenda

• Read and approve Jan. 7, 2017 Board
meeting minutes

• Officers' Reports – President,
Treasurer, Secretary

• Committee Reports – Architectural,
Budget, Equipment Maintenance

• Water System Report – Water
Oversight Committee

• Old Business – Campground policies
and procedures; Tractor repair;update
on TCEQ Open Violation; status of
assessments

• New Business – Resignation of water
operator; new water operator;Audit of
2015-2016 fiscal year finances;
Annual Members meeting

• Set Next Board meeting date

1.) Javier Bustamante 830-232-5144 is asking for
help from owners who wish to rebuild the white fence around
the Ranch House entrance. He has a plan to improve the
looks and will need as many people with tools as possible.
Bring a paintbrush to paint the new fence, also.

2.) A crew of Tree Trimmers is also needed that day.
We need at least three or four people with chainsaws. The
more tree limb loaders and unloaders, the merrier. We need
three or four trucks with flatbed trailers. Max Morgan 361-
242-2247 and Dan Lawrence 830-232-5456 will be coordi-
nating this project.

Thanks for Volunteer Efforts
Max Morgan – Equipment inventory and
maintenance; facilitating tractor repair
Dan Forrester, Andy Mathewson, Kenneth Greer
– Ranch flagpole upgrade and lighting
Sal Vela – Loan of trailer for tractor transport;
hauling brush to North pasture
Ron Malott – inspection and repair of fence at
South pasture
Dale Rutherford, Dan & Pat Lawrence – re-
pair of bathhouse water heater.
Tony Benetti, Dave Lawrence & Dale
Rutherford - Water Operator assistance
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At the January 7th Board meeting, Board
President Joy Benetti expressed frustration and
concern at the lack of communication and
cooperation from Aaron Martinez, the licensed
water operator hired by FCRA in 2015.  She had
requested a monthly report briefly summarizing
what repairs, water hookups or other work he had
performed during his visits to the Ranch.  He
replied that he didn't see any reason she would need
that information, and did not provide the requested
report.
 FCRA had also received a letter from
TCEQ in December, 2016 indicating that our Public
Water System (PWS) had an outstanding violation
from a June 2015 investigation which needed to be
resolved by Jan. 27, 2017.  Joy had a phone
conversation with Aaron on December 19, 2016,
and sent  a letter and a follow-up email to him
asking for copies of prior correspondence with
TCEQ, as well as his assistance in responding to
TCEQ by the Jan. 27th deadline.  Martinez did not
respond to either communication.
 On January 7th, the Board directed Benetti
to send a certified letter to Martinez giving him 30
days to improve his level of cooperation and to
assist with resolving the TCEQ violation or the
Board would look for another water operator.
 Before that letter could be drawn up, Mr.
Martinez resigned from his employment at Frio

Cielo Ranch on January 11th.  Martinez told Benetti,
and three other owners present at the meeting, that he
did not wish to do any work outside the scope of his
verbal agreement with the previous Board and, if he
did, he would have to receive additional
compensation.  After more discussion, he stated he
didn't see how things could work out and that he and
FCRA should part ways.  He wrote a note of
resignation, turned in FCRA keys and a plastic bin of
FCRA water records, and was given his final
paycheck.
 We appreciate Aaron's employment after Jim
Moss and J.W. Young stepped down from
maintaining our PWS in the summer of 2015.
 Fortunately, prior to Aaron's resignation, the
first of four members of the Water Oversight
Committee, Dan Lawrence, had passed his test
certifying him as a licensed water operator.  Dan
immediately stepped up to the plate and volunteered
his services as FCRA Water Operator.  FCRA is
working closely with TCEQ to resolve the
outstanding violation, and has benefited from a
tremendous, FREE, resource for rural water systems
like ours – the Texas Rural Water Association
(TRWA).
 Thank you, Dan, for your willingness to
serve as our Water Operator.  The three other
members of the Water Oversight Committee are Joy
Benetti, Larry Woodruff and Tony Benetti.

Annual Members Meeting – Saturday, July 1, 2017 - Pavilion
Mark your calendars now to attend the Annual Members Meeting and Picnic.  The Meeting will be held in the

morning at the Pavilion.  Traditionally, there are games planned for young and old scheduled for the afternoon before the
Annual picnic.  (You can help plan and implement the games and Picnic – to find out more, just get in touch with a
Board member.)
 The Annual Meeting of Members is held...”for the election of directors and the transaction of such other
business as may properly be brought before the meeting.” FCRA Bylaw, Article I, Sec. 1.02
This is not a Board of Directors meeting; the Board facilitates the meeting for the members.
 The terms for five Directors will expire at the Annual meeting.  The Directors are serving the unexpired terms of
previous Board members.  They are: Tony Benetti, Clay Holland, Daniel Pedroza, Eduardo Saldivar and Kim Sturman.
They may choose to run for their own 2-year terms.
 Any owner wishing to run for a Director position may do so.  In order for all owners to get to know the
candidates, we're asking those interested to inform a Board member of their intentions by or before Friday, April 21,
2017.  In May, we plan to provide a brief biographical summary for each candidate, so that members are able to make an
informed choice when voting.
 Owners are encouraged  to attend the Annual Meeting to not only cast their votes, but to meet their fellow
owners and enjoy the Ranch.  If you are unable to attend, you may cast your vote by Proxy.
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Our Tractor is Feeling Better
 The 3-point hitch on the Ranch's John Deere
tractor was repaired in February.  It had been out of
commission for some time, and our volunteer Ranch
Equipment Coordinator, Max Morgan, worked with
AgPro to diagnose the problem (it needed a new
Rockshaft Control Valve) and negotiate a realistic
repair estimate.
 The tractor is used for water hookups and
repairs, and for maintenance of roads and reserved area.
It is a valuable Ranch asset and may be driven by those
owners whom Max has trained and authorized to do so.

Always keep your eyes on the grill
In this great weather, the urge to fire up

the grill or fire pit is strong, but keep in mind
that there are no fire hydrants at Frio Cielo
Ranch. We are served by a Volunteer Fire
Department.  NEVER leave a fire unattended,
and always have a water hose or bucket nearby.
Protect yourself and your neighbors and be
vigilant about fire safety.

Medina Electric trimmed trees
 In February, Medina Electric Co-op
crews inspected power lines and trimmed tree
branches to prevent them from interfering with
the lines.  The limbs and branches were left on
owners' property, so don't be surprised if you
find a pile or two next time you're at the Ranch.
These piles can be taken to the North pasture of
the Ranch for controlled burning in the future.

Tom Hager from Texas Parks and Wildlife's
Sand, Shell, and Gravel Division and Game War-
den Henry Lutz recently paid a visit to the Frio
Cielo Ranch. They walked the river, took pictures,
and determined that individuals were using the
river bed illegally and breaking up bedrock, which
are citation offenses. Texas law prohibits driving
in the river and on bedrock and gravel areas that
are considered river bed and disturbing those ar-
eas. This includes areas at our crossing and the
river bed areas near the Blue Hole and Katfish
Kitchen. In addition, vehicles may not park on the
ledge of the river bank. Hager and Lutz advised
anyone noticing suspicious activity to immediately
call the Game Warden's Regional Office, 210
348-7375, or the Uvalde County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, 830-278-4101. Owners should advise their
guests of state laws and ranch rules.
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Fifth Friday Potluck
 Friday, March 31

7:00 PM. At Heard School



The Frio Cielo Ranch
PO Box 5537
Uvalde, TX 78802
www.friocielo.com

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Joy Benetti, President
momjoy51@gmail.com

Kim Sturman, Vice President
kimcatt05@yahoo.com

Heidi Mathewson, Secretary
hmathewsoncci@gmail.com

Tony Benetti, Treasurer
cedarchopper108@gmail.com

Daniel Pedroza
arator36@gmail.com

Clay Holland
cholland@hillcountrymemorial.org

Larry Woodruff
361-741-2040

Ricky Musquez
hilltopdriver@yahoo.com

Eduardo Saldivar
lydiasaldivar28@gmail.com

Thursday, March 23, 2017. 9 AM Til 3 PM
Real County Court House, 146 Hwy 83 South, Leakey, TX.

Learn from leading experts how rivers function and produce the val-
ues we cherish followed by a scoping meeting to offer input to the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept. on a Frio River Study Plan.

No cost to attend.
Lunch will be provided for participants.

RSVP by email to Melissa Parker by March 16th, 2017.

melissa.parker@tpwd.texas.gov
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