
2017 Annual Picnic / Games

We have Games planned with exciting trophies
for the winners. Sponsors are needed for each
Game. You create the trophies and run your
Game.  Call Blanca at 830-232-5144 or email at
facepaintingbybb@yahoo.com. We will post
tournament times on the Bulletin Board and
announce them on our Facebook Page.  Games
needing Sponsors: Horseshoes, Volleyball, Egg
Toss, Water Balloon Toss, Sack Race, Three
Legged Race, Seed Spitting, and Best T-Shirt
Contest. There will be a table decorating
contest. If you have an idea for a new Game,
call Blanca.

We hope to have a hay ride available after the
Picnic.

Food will be served at 6:00 PM.  The Ranch
furnishes the meat. Ricky Musquez is cooking
briskets.

Everyone who comes to the Picnic must bring a
side dish BIG enough for your crowd. Bring
desserts! Bring chips and dips, bring your
special family dish. As long as you bring
enough for your crowd!

The Annual Member’s Meeting will be held
on Saturday, July 1, 2017.

10:00 A.M.  at the FCRA Pavilion.

Come early (8:30), meet your neighbors, pick up
your ballot(s), pay your assessments. There will be
coffee and refreshments available.

This is your meeting- you will be voting to elect new
Board members, to approve next year’s budget, and
any other issues that are brought to the meeting. If
you have items to place on the agenda, this is a good
time to submit them to Joy Benetti, President or any
other Board member of your choice. (See p 4)

These Board members’ terms are expiring: Tony
Benetti, Clay Holland, Daniel Pedroza, Eduardo
Saldivar, and Kim Sturman. Board members remain-
ing in their positions are Joy Benetti, Larry Wood-
ruff, & Ricky Musquez. Heidi Mathewson has
resigned from the second year of her two year term.
On May 27, the Board appointed Debby Lawrence to
fill Heidi’s vacant position. (Thank you, Heidi.)

Clay & Eduardo will run again. Sheree Perkins, Max
Morgan, & Laura Cuellar are throwing their hats in
the ring. If you’d like to have your name on the bal-
lot, please contact Debby Lawrence (p 4) no later
than June 21. Nominations will also be taken from
the floor.

Proposed FCRA Budget
 for 2017-2018 Fiscal Year

Included as an insert in this Newsletter is the Proposed FCRA Budget for the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year.  The
Board of Directors approved the budget at its May 27, 2017 meeting.  Members will be asked to vote on the
Budget at the Annual Members Meeting being held on Saturday, July 1, 2017.

Funds for the budget are directly linked to, virtually, our only source of income – member assessments.
Failure to pay assessments determines the financial health of Frio Cielo Ranch – positively or negatively.

Thanks to the Budget Committee for preparing the proposed budget.  Committee members include Sue
Cook, Pat Lawrence, Larry Woodruff, Joy Benetti and Debby Lawrence.
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One of FCRA's main shared resources is our
community well.  We don't know when the well
was drilled, but it continues to faithfully
provide water some 38 years after Frio Cielo
Ranch was incorporated in 1979.

In 1995, some FCRA members urged the
Association to treat our water for potential
water-borne bacteria, and thus began the
process of becoming a Public Water System
(PWS) under the supervision of the state.
According to a former representative of the
Texas Natural Resource Conservation
Commission, (now the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality or TCEQ), our well has
some of the best quality water in the state of
Texas.  Since we had no evidence of coliforms,
E. Coli, or other bacteria, he was baffled as to
why people would want to chlorinate the water.

In 1996, the FCRA  became a PWS. However,
the years-long approval process continued until,
in 2002,  when Frio Cielo Ranch Water System
was finally granted the coveted Certificate of
Convenience & Necessity.   TCEQ requires
FCRA  water system to have a licensed water
operator (currently volunteer & owner Dan
Lawrence) maintain the system, conduct
mandatory monthly and special tests, and
submit monthly and annual reports.  Additional
reports are also submitted to the Texas Public
Utilities Commission (PUC).

TCEQ conducts regular inspections and/or
investigations of Public Water Systems.  A June
2015 investigation resulted in alleged violations
that were to be resolved by December 2015.
All but one were resolved by the specified due
date.  In December 2016, the current Board, for
the first time, learned of the outstanding
violation and contacted TCEQ to seek guidance
on how to satisfy the deficiencies.  The former
paid water operator did not provide requested
documents or assistance with resolving the
violation.

Dan Lawrence, and members of the Water
Oversight Committee (Joy Benetti, Larry
Woodruff and Tony Benetti), are working closely
with TCEQ to bring the open violation to a
satisfactory conclusion.  (NOTE that the
violation is administrative in nature.  You can be
confident that our water quality meets all of
TCEQ's standards.)

In March of this year, a member filed a
complaint with TCEQ concerning our
distribution and supply line sizes and
connections.  This complaint, which was not first
lodged with the water operator, triggered a
comprehensive investigation by TCEQ on April
3rd.  Dan Lawrence and the three other Water
Oversight Committee members were present for
the all-day investigation.  Both the water
pressure and chlorine residual level were within
the designated range for our water system and
number of connections.  We are awaiting TCEQ's
written report and will provide members with
more information once it is received.

Recently, after a 2-hour power outage, a member
complained to TCEQ about low water pressure.
Instead of calling TCEQ, the more efficient
method is to contact the onsite water operator for
low pressure or other water concerns. Call Dan at
830-232-5456 or the Ranch phone number, 830-
232-5305. Common sense would indicate that if
the entire Ranch is without power, the water
system's pumps would also be without power.
Our pressure tanks maintain some pressure even
when the power is out.  Within minutes of
turning the pumps on, normal water pressure was
restored.  A report of the low pressure related to
power outage was provided to TCEQ's
satisfaction.

Let's support the successful water system that we
all benefit from, let's be grateful that we have an
owner who is willing to volunteer his time to
maintain our water system.
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.
Assessments for August 1, 2017 thru January 31, 2018

Assessment invoices will be mailed to owners in mid-
June.  Payment is due by or before July 31, 2017.  If you
wish, you may pay your assessments in person at the
July 1st Annual Members Meeting.  Please have the
exact amount if you are paying with cash; personal
checks will be accepted.

Remember, our Bylaws state that interest will be charged
on past-due assessments.  You can avoid this if you pay
on time.  Please contact Treasurer Tony Benetti
(830.232.4605) or Assistant Treasurer Debby Lawrence
(830.232.6781) if you have any questions or need to set
up a payment arrangement.

Building and Septic Plan Information has been Updated

You may have noticed some new buildings or additions
going up on the Ranch.  As owners have been submitting
their building and septic system plans through the
channels for approval, they've offered feedback that the
approval process could be clearer and more user-
friendly.

Javier Bustamante (Construction Coordinator) and Larry
Woodruff (Board of Directors Liaison for Construction)
have reviewed and updated the instructions for
submission, as well as the diagrams for the Building and
Septic System Plans.  These documents assist the owners
in implementing the requirements outlined in our
Modified Deed Restrictions.

The Modified Deed Restrictions provide the guidelines
for all structures installed on FCRA lots, and NO
changes have been made to the Restrictions.  The
updated information helps to clarify the steps that are
currently in place to obtain plan approval of owners'
plans.

The updated information will be posted on the
friocielo.com website for owners to review and
download as needed.  If you want printed copies of any
of the documents, please contact Javier Bustamante at
(830) 232-5144 or jbconstruction_1@yahoo.com.
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If you want a place to sit, bring a table, chairs,
drinks, even your dishware……the Ranch only
furnishes the brisket.

We will have only Picnic trash pick up at the
Pavilion. Everyone is responsible for their own
trash. Clean it up and clean your area at the picnic
when you leave. We are going to have a fantastic
Event this year and we can be proud to have more
in the Future.



The Frio Cielo Ranch
PO Box 5537
Uvalde, TX 78802
www.friocielo.com

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Joy Benetti, President
momjoy51@gmail.com

Kim Sturman, Vice President
kimcatt05@yahoo.com

Tony Benetti, Treasurer
cedarchopper108@gmail.com

Debby Lawrence, Secretary
avian72004@yahoo.com

Daniel Pedroza
arator36@gmail.com

Clay Holland
cholland@hillcountrymemorial.org

Larry Woodruff
Fax or phone 361-741-2040

Ricky Musquez
hilltopdriver@yahoo.com

Eduardo Saldivar
lydiasaldivar28@gmail.com

38th Annual Picnic & Games Celebration!!!! July 1, 2017
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