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After 7 Inches of Rain 
     Rainfall amounts varied across the 
Ranch but best estimates are that ap-
proximately 7 inches fell during our 
several days of rain. The springs are 
flowing again in the river, the well 
level has risen 2 and a half feet, and 
everything is suddenly green. 
     Unfortunately, this does not mean 

the drought is broken. Even though the 
well level has risen, we were danger-
ously close to finding out what happens  

when the well goes dry. Wells on the 
Flying J and Buck Hollow Ranches 
were reportedly dry as were some in 
Reagan Wells. The most visible remind-
ers of the drought are  the many dead 
trees in the canyon. 

     Forecasts for a wet winter are prom-
ising but, in the meantime, keep on 
praying for rain and conserving water. 
 
Lawsuit Almost Over, Deer Win 
     The slaughter of our resident deer is 
at an end. The document to be signed by 
Camille DuBose, District Judge, 38th 
Judicial District, reads in part: 
     “IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, 
ADJUDGED and DECREED that FRIO 
CIELO RANCH HOMEOWNER’S AS-
SOCIATION  have a PERMANENT 

INJUNCTION and that defendants, all 
owners, residents, guests, invitees, and 
any and all other persons of or within 
the Frio Cielo Ranch Subdivision shall 
immediately and permanently cease and 
desist from hunting or discharging any 
firearms, pellet guns, or BB guns on or 
within the Frio Cielo Ranch Subdivision 
and that the Modified Declaration of 
Restrictions of the Frio Cielo Ranch 
Subdivision duly recorded in Vol. 49, 
Page 655 of the Deed Records of Real 
County, Texas is valid and binding upon 

all persons subject to this injunction.” 

From This…. 

To This…. 
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Frio Cielo Web Sites… 
     The official FCRA website, 
www.frio-cielo.org, is now being main-
tained by FCRA Secretary, Diane Smith 
who has designed an all new look and 
added a number of features. Check it 
out. Leave a message in the guest book. 
     An anonymous group has another 
(unofficial) site, www.friocielo.com. 
Fun things abound on this site, too. 
 

Water Operator’s Report… 
     In July 2009 the water level in our 
well had dropped ten and a half feet 
since the previous July. After the Sep-
tember rains it rose two and a half feet 
to 33 feet measured from well surface to 

top of water. Stage 1 Voluntary Water 
Restrictions are still in effect. 
     The volunteers rebuilt the east side 
distribution pump in July. In August 
they changed out the chlorinator, 
changed the lines and cleaned the tank. 
     In August, a company contracted by  

the TCEQ visited the Ranch and took 
GPS coordinates for the well and stor-
age tanks. This program to register GPS 
locations for all public water systems is 
for emergency planning and response. It 
began a year or so ago. 

 

Break-in at Lot 67… 
     Bill Spurgers (Spurgers rents from 
the Bohanans) reported that the cabin 
was recently vandalized. A window was 

broken and sneaker tracks were left in a 
patch of mud. He was not sure whether 
or not anything was stolen. 
      A sheriff ‘s report was apparently 
not filed. The board noted that these in-
cidents need to be reported. Doing so 
helps compile records that can be 
tracked and analyzed.  
     This is a reminder to all of us to be 
good neighbors and remain diligent in 
keeping an eye on the surrounding prop-
erty. Even though the Frio Cielo is a 
relatively safe place we should be alert. 

     The Ranch tractor, a John Deere 
2010 Diesel, is for sale. It served us well 
through 2008. At the beginning of this 
season the volunteers found some water 
from condensation in the oil so it was 
drained. The going price for these work-

horses is between $2,000 and $3,000. 
We are offering it (as is) to the members 
on a sealed bid basis for 30 days only. 
The board reserves the right to set a 
minimum acceptable amount. Send your 
sealed bids to FCRA at 10 Turkey Trot 
Road, Uvalde, 78801. 
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Cheryl Parkinson, Pres. 
9427 Big Geronimo 
San Antonio TX 78254 
210-680-1476 
 
Shirley Farley, Vice Pres. 
500 Turkey Trot Road 
Uvalde, Texas 78801 
830-232-4430 
 
Juanita Rinche, Treasurer 
HCR 32 Box 136F 
Uvalde TX  78801 
830-232-6305 
 
Pat Barbour, 
Assistant Treasurer 
220 Squirrel Bend Rd 
Uvalde TX 78801 
830-232-4320 
 
Diane Smith, Secretary 
117 Clear Spring Drive 
Boerne, TX 78006 
830-230-5202 
 
Joe Allred 
9115 Lanshire Dr. 
Dallas TX 75238-4215 
817-705-8584 (Dallas) 
830-232-5737 (at Ranch) 
 
Blanca Bustamante 
HCR 32, Box 136 
Uvalde, TX 78801 
232-5144 
 
Yvonne Farrar 
12518 Maxim Dr. 
Houston TX 77065 
281-469-1519 
 
Jean Koonce  
HC 32, Box 136-B 
Uvalde TX 78801-9707 
830-232-6088 
 

Sign up for the 
email bulletins: 
birdwoman2@gmail.com 
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Do We Need to Mandate Sanitary Facilities? 
     The recent discovery of feces and wads of toilet paper on 
the river bank raises serious questions. Bob Oakley of the 
Uvalde County Health Department informed FCRA Director 
Shirley Farley that the use of the river bank as a latrine is a 
criminal offense. 
     Several buildings not originally proposed as dwellings—
and which have no sanitary facilities—have morphed into 
weekend houses for large groups of people. 
     The bath house in the park was designed for campers and 
was never intended to be the bathroom for houses without 

their own sanitary facilities. Chemical toilets and holding 
tanks cannot be “dumped” into the septic system at the bath 
house because the chemicals kill the “good” organisms that 
make the system work. The only viable alternatives are sep-
tic systems, which must be approved by the County, and 
modern composting toilets. 
     Board members are researching possibilities and possible 
solutions will be discussed at the meeting in November. If 
you have suggestions please address them to Shirley Farley, 
address, phone, and email to the right. 
 

Volunteers Report… 
     JW Young reported that with the recent rains the Blue 
Hole has risen about 18 inches and the springs are running 
again. There was discussion about the possibility of using 
the drought as an opportunity to bring in heavy equipment to  
deepen the Blue Hole. The consensus was that we should 
wait until after the next major flood to see what changes are 
made in the layout of the river.  

     The volunteers will be trimming cedars back from the 
roads to improve safety and visibility. We need some extra 
hands for this project. If you are available please contact 
JW.  
   You might notice that the water pressure has improved 
since JW Young and Les Koonce reworked the Ranch water 
pump system. They installed a new pump unit with higher 
pressure settings that add about 10 pounds of pressure. 
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It’s Hayride Time Again! 

The Annual Frio Cielo Fall FestivalThe Annual Frio Cielo Fall FestivalThe Annual Frio Cielo Fall FestivalThe Annual Frio Cielo Fall Festival    
November 7th 
At the Pavilion 

Chili & 
Cornbread 
Cookoff! 

We already have 6 entrants in the Frio Cielo Chili Cookoff 
and 2 secret family recipe cornbread entrants. Judges will 
conduct blind taste tests then the rest of us will dig in. The 
board will provide makings for chili dogs. Your covered 
dishes will supplement the chili, cornbread, chili dog menu.  

Very 
Special 
Events 

• Tortilla Making Demonstration—Juanita Rinche 
• Soap Making—Mary Jackson 
• Dutch Oven Baking—Les Koonce 
• Hands On Ceramic Project—Blanca Bustamante—with  

a small charge for materials. Designed for kids. 

How To Always Have Enough Water for Your Lawn 
and Garden Without Running the Well Dry 

At the meeting JW Young told us he had enough water to maintain his gar-

den—even in our severe drought—merely by collecting and storing the run-

off from his roof during the few rains we had. Folks from the Uvalde Garden 

Club have made arrangements for an expert to present a lecture and demon-

stration. Don’t miss this event! 

• Board Meeting 9 AM in the pavilion 
• Events all day long (check the bulletin board for times) 
• Chili and Cornbread judging 5 PM 
• Dinner--bring a covered dish and your own seating 
• Games, hayrides, and fun! Volunteers requested* 

* People volunteer but don’t show up to help and that leaves 

Blanca to try to do everything by herself. The new rule is that if vol-

unteers don’t show the games will be cancelled. 

See 

You there 


