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CONSECRATION.
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East  Hertfordshire  Lodge,  No.  3748.

This Lodge, which is to meet under ordinary conditions at 
the Great House, Cheshunt, was launched, as is the usual custom 
now-a-days, away from home, for the greater convenience of the 
Consecrating Officers and others who desired to participate in 
the ceremony.  We do not like the idea; but on the other hand the 
comfort and convenience of the majority must be considered.

The consecration on this occasion was performed by 
the Provincial Grand Master Bro. the Rt. Hon. T. F. Halsey 
Deputy Grand Master of England, in the Masonic Temple of the 
Frascati, Oxford Street, on Wednesday, 19th ult., and under such 
conditions its success may be assumed.  It was a splendid start, and 
should prove the foundation for a brilliant future.

The Provincial Grand Master had the support of his 
Deputy  Bro. C. E. Keyser P.G.W., who acted as Installing 
Master, Bros. Lewis Evans Prov. S.G.W. and W. Fish Prov. 
J.G.W. as Wardens, the Provincial Grand Secretary Rev. Dr. 
Cockrem P.G.D. as Chaplain, T.W. Chant P.A.G.D.C. as D.C., 
W. Hamilton-Underhill P.P.G.W. as I.G., and the Grand Tyler 
Bro. W. Yeo.

The initial ceremony being disposed of Bro. G. Vernon 
Parker was installed first Master of the Lodge, and he confirmed 
the Wardens nominate in their offices, Bro. Herbert Dallas 
S.W., and Bro. Dr. C. Haines Browne J.W.  Other officers 
were appointed as follows: Bros. G. E. Withers P.M. 2581 acting 
I.P.M.,  W.E. Fitt P.M. 2563 3538 Treas., Dr. W. P. Warren 
P.A.G.D.C. Sec., W. E. Lincoln S.D., C. A. Newman J.D., S. J. 
Davies A.G.D.C. Essex D.C., H. F. Deane I.G., Lieut. H. Byers, 
W. L. Restall, G. R. Warman, and J. G. Reeve Stewards.  In 
addition to these Officers the Founders included Bros. H. Smale 
L.R., F. H. Buckmaster P.M., and H. Hughes.

At the conclusion of the ceremonial the members and their 
visitors repaired to banquet, following which the usual toast list 
was dealt with.  After that of the King and the Craft the W.M. 
proposed the M.W. the Grand Master H.R.H. the Duke of 
Connaught, for whom, he said, quite apart from his high rank, 
they had the greatest admiration.

The toast of the Pro G.M., the deputy, and the Grand 
Officers present and past, met an especial welcome, in view of the 
presence of the Deputy Grand Master and those who had assisted 
him in the consecration.  The W.M. said they were delighted in 
seeing so many distinguished Grand Officers present.

Bro. T. F. Halsey D.G.M. Prov. G. Master tendered 
sincere thanks for the reception of the toast.  The Pro Grand 
master and he were in constant communication, and what he said 
while presiding in Grand Lodge was in accord with the feelings 
of Lord Ampthill, while on their side they had assured the Pro 
Grand Master the work of the Craft would be carried out to the 
best of their ability during his absence.  When peace was restored, 
as they hoped, by the will of the G.A.O.T.U., it soon would be 
restored, they hoped to welcome his Lordship again among them.  
Lord Ampthill intended — as far as lay in his power — to preside 
at the Boys School Festival, and take part in the proceedings of the 
previous day.  He thanked them most cordially for his reception.  
All had suffered from the war, as at his age he should have given 
up the Deputy Grand Mastership, but it behove the older ones 
to hold on.  He trusted peace might soon be restored, although 
he might not be in his present place to respond at its celebration.  

In regard to the other Grand Officers, the feeling had come upon 
them, as on all classes, to do their best, and he did not remember 
any time when they had done better.  The Grand officers wished 
success to the young bantling of the Craft, with the hope that it 
might grow up to mature manhood.

Proposing the toast to the Deputy and other Provincial 
Grand Officers the W.M. expressed that Bro. Keyser had had to 
leave, in order to catch his train, but they still had with them the 
Provincial Grand Secretary, whom they had to thank for all the 
kind assistance, advice and encouragement he had given them.

Bro. Dr. Cockrem greatly regretted the Deputy had had 
to go, and so had left the burden of the toast upon him.  He 
congratulated the Lodge on the success that had attended its 
birth, the addition of the thirty-seventh Lodge to the Province.  Its 
position in the Province augured well for as they knew three was 
the special figure of the Craft, and seven the number of perfection 
in their Order.  They all hoped that in the future the Masonic body 
would so rise as to favourably affect the future of the world.

Bro. T. F. Halsey next rose, and said the Brethren would 
guess the object of his doing so, as it was the privilege of the 
Provincial Grand Master to propose the toast of the Worshipful 
Master.  It was usual to point to the splendid array of Past Masters, 
but in a new Lodge the chief had far greater responsibility, as he 
had to make the reputation for future Masters to work upon.

Bro. Parker tendered thanks for the kind words of the Prov. 
G.M., and on behalf of the Founders thanked him to what he had 
done that day.  The Founders were all good friends of his, and he 
hoped to give them the best of his services.

The Secretary Bro. Dr. W. P. Warren P.A.G.D.C. 
said he had been deputed to utter a few words of thanks to the 
Consecrating Officers.  That was the third time he had been 
associated with a new Lodge in the Province of Hertfordshire, 
and one of them he claimed to be the best in the county, but no 
Lodge he had been associated with had started under better 
auspices than this latest one.  He desired to particularly mention 
their Prov. G.D.C., who had done his work especially well.

Bro. T. Chant said that was the first time he had acted 
as D.C. at a consecration, and he was pleased to know he had 
won the approval of their Provincial Grand Secretary, and the 
Founders, as just expressed by Bro. Warren.

Bro. Treasurer Bro. Fitt next proposed the toast to the 
Visitors, saying the Lodge had on that occasion a large array and 
might never have so many again, but the members hope to see all 
their present guests in the future.

Bro. C. A. Gompertz P.P.S.G.W. tendered thanks for the 
toast, and particularly for the Masonic treat they had had.  He 
felt he was speaking for all the guests when he said the Lodge 
appeared to have a brilliant future before it.  He was pleased to 
know the members had decided to meet at the Great House, 
Cheshunt, as with a few friends they had secured that building 
for Masonic purposes.  Naturally they were very pleased to have 
another Lodge there, and he was sure everything would be done 
to make the Lodge happy and comfortable in its proposed home.  
Bro. Pock also responded.

The musical programme was under the direction of 
Bro. Charles Frood L.R. P.Z., who had the support of Miss 
Florence Barrow, Miss Katie Moss, Miss Elsie Steadman, Bro. 
William Doe, and Bro. Edward Dykes, while Bro. Frood himself 
contributed one of his personal music sketches.
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